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Plato's ideal state / Plato's best state
Introduction: Plato weary of the functioning of the city- state of his days therefore he construct in the Republic an ideal state which was to serve as an inspiration and a model  for states  for all times. According to him, the citizens can be at their best only in an ideal state. A perfect individual is a result of a perfect state. While depicting the picture of such a state, he was attempted to show as to what an ideal state ought to be, without caring whether that was practicable or not. 

Features or Principles of  Plato's ideal state
The following are the main features or principles of Plato's ideal state:

1. Rule of Philosopher Kings: According to Plato an ideal state must be governed by a philosopher king who should be a passionless person and seeker of truth and wisdom. He should also be above all types of prejudices and be a symbol of human wisdom. By his actions he should command respect from all. He should possess high qualities of head and heart and shall not be corrupted by concentration of power of his own hands. He should combine in himself virtue and knowledge. He is not to be bound by any laws. Such a king alone could be in a position to look after the welfare of all. 
2. State Controlled Educational System: According to Plato state should have full and final control over education. For him it was the only agency which could produce philosopher kings and train the minds and thoughts of the people in right and proper direction.  Plato holds that body is in need of food and soul is in need of education.
3. Specialised Soldiers: Plato fully well realised that defence of the state was most essential for all states. He, therefore, gave this responsibility to soldiers. He believed that these people should not be ordinary soldiers but persons specially trained for the purpose.
4. ‎Communism of Property and Wives (Family): According to Plato the ruling class should have no interest than that of the state. Plato is of the opinion that the ruler freed from the care of his family and private property will devote more attention to the affairs of the state. Therefore it was essential that there should be communism of wives and property. Without such a communism there was every possibility of their becoming corrupt and selfish.
5. ‎Absolute Monarchy: According to Plato the best form of government is absolute monarchy. He says that a philosopher king is a true statesman and he would provide everyone his due. According to Plato absolute monarchy is not tyranny because the rule of the philosopher king is on the basis of reason. He is superior to law because law is the recognised form of customs and public opinion that are not too pure while a philosopher king has the wisdom and he is the outcome of platonic educational scheme. 
6. ‎Restriction of Arts and Literature: According to Plato in the ideal state there should be positive restrictions on the production of arts and literature. The people should have only literature of a type which promote high moral characters and developed character, wisdom and intelligence. Arts and literature that goes against the state must be destroy. 
7. ‎Functional Specialization: Plato believe in a system of complete functional Specialization system. He did not like that each and everybody should go on performing function which were not suited to his temperament and taste. He was of the firm view that everyone should perform 
function assigned to him and should not try to go beyond these. Thus the king should rule and let the soldiers fight alone on the battlefield. But he wishes that everybody should be completely devoted to the task assigned to him and should try to attained perfection in that field. 

8. Division of Classes: Plato’s ideal state has three classes, namely rulers at the head to govern the state, soldiers to defend that and peasants and artisans to fight for the betterment of the economic conditions of the people living in it. Each section of the society was required to attain perfection in the particular assigned job. 
9. ‎Justice: Justice is a corner stone of Plato's ideal state. To him a state was ideal if justice reign supreme in it. The philosopher ruler should foster the spirit of justice in an appropriate manner. Unity and harmony will prevail in the state because of justice. Justice is inseparable from his ideal state. It grows with the Specialization of function. The justice of the state is the citizens sense of duty. 
10. Retention of Slavery: Plato believed that in an ideal state, it was essential that the ruling class should have sufficient leisure, because without that the rulers shall not be in a position to devote their time for the development of the people. It was, therefore most essential that the slavery should be retained and the slaves should be given hard work.

Criticism
An ideal state portrayed by Plato is more or less utopian. Firstly, in accordance with his arrangements it is neither possible nor practicable to have a philosopher king or state controlled led system of education. Secondly, such institutions as the communism of wives and property are against human sentiments and feelings and thus cannot be put into actual practice. Any attempt at the introduction of this communism is bound to lead to revolution. Thirdly, it is strange that in the ideal state Plato has given no recognitions to laws. He has try to create a state in which rulers are above the laws of the land. Fourthly, Plato ideal is anti-democratic in nature. People have not been given any authority or power to defy the commands of philosopher king. 

Conclusion:  Thus Plato ideal state is only an imagination and has no concern with reality. Such states never came into being. It was a theoretical and a hollow plan or a beautiful dream of Plato. The whole arrangement is more or less ideal rather than real and practical. 

