PLATO COMMUNISM OF WIVES

Plato' s concept of communism of wives is the logical extension of his scheme of communism of property. He fully realized that the abolition of the institution of private property without the abolition of the family would result in the failure of his scheme and private property would appear in some different form.  He believes that people always gives more important to the welfare of family and children than to the broader interest of the state and the nation. Barker says, "Plato sees family on the one hand as a root of selfishness and on the other hand a drag (Retarding Force - Retard means cause to move very slow - slow down the growth and development) on development which prevent men and women from being what they might be and prevent them from being just themselves and for the state they live in". Continuing he says that "The day of its abolition will be the day of inauguration (Starting, beginning, introduction) of unity for the state, of liberty for the individual and of justice for both. 

                     Plato' s concept of the communism of wives is based on certain basic principles or features which are as follows :

1. Plato' s communism of wives is meant for the guardian class only and the vast majority of population like the peasants, artisans, etc. are not included in it. His concept is applicable only for minority which consists of upper two classes namely the soldiers and the philosophers kings. 

2. Communism of wives was bound to curb (Check, prevent, control)  the sentiments of selfishness and emancipate drudgery woman from the drudgery (Hard monotonous Routine work ) of home, and thus enable them to devote to the services of the state. 

3. Since men and women are equal, argued Plato and as such there is no system of permanent marriage. Both should have a right to have sexual relationship with anyone. 

4. In order to bring a sense of oneness it is desirable that all guardians both men and women as well as all the citizens are to live together in common barracks (Building).
5. It is the duty of the state to arrange a temporary mating (The act of pairing male and female for reproductive purposes) of couples, to produce required number of children keeping in view the population of the city state. The mating was to take place between women of 20 to 40 years of age and men of 25 to 55 years of age. Mating beyond this age was prohibited. 

6. All children soon after their birth were to be separated from their mother so that they do not develop affection for a particular family and really become a national possession. No child was to know his parents nor the parents to know their child. The responsibility for rearing of children was to be entrusted to state nurses. The children were also to be provided with necessary education at the state expense, to make them good citizens. 

7. The weak and disfigured (Disability procreation children should be immediately killed after their birth because in the long run they will be a burden for the state. 

8. His communism of wives is also intended for the purpose of bringing unity in the state.
CRITICISM 
Plato ideas about communism of wives has been much criticised by Aristotle on the following grounds:

1. Plato believes that the state should be made one big family having complete and perfect unity. But he forgets that state and family are two different institutions and that the state is not a unity but a plurality. Thus he has not properly understood the nature of state and its relationship with the family. 

2. Marriage creates social harmony and abolition of this system will create social disharmony which is definitely dangerous to the community as a whole. It is marriage which creates as well as develops the bonds of social unity.  

3. Children under plato' s communism of wives shall not be able to grow into healthy and balanced children because they shall not be able to get the care and nourishment which is possible in a family. It well known principle that something which belongs to all is nobody 's responsibility. The children of today are the citizens of tomorrow. If their bringing up is defective and unhealthy then not one but many generations shall be the sufferers. 

4. Common children will be deprived of parental affection which is most essential for the fullest development of the personality of the child. 

5. The state controlled mating suggested by Plato is quite unworkable. In the long run the state cannot be the best judge to decide about mating of males and the females and procreation (Production) of most useful breed (Offspring, infant, baby) for the betterment of the state. 

6. Communism of wives cannot bring unity in the state. Unity can best be achieved with the help of education than by the method of communism of family. 

7. Plato wrongly treats the institution of marriage as a mechanical process. Marriage is a social institution and its successful working depends on the proper understanding between the husband and the wife. 

8. Like his communism of property, his communism of wives applies only to the guardian class who are in minority. It exclude the vast majority of the citizens. It demand too much of sacrifice from the guardian class and tends to make them unhappy. It is indeed difficult to imagine how the whole can be happy if one of its vital parts is unhappy. 

9. Since the children do not know their parents, or even their brothers and sisters, there is every possibility that unholy actions might be committed even against them which is always a matter of shame for the civilization. 

10. It is absurd (Inconsistent with reason, logic) to apply the analogy (make comparison) of animals to the human beings and plead for state-controlled mating. Plato reduced the position of human being to the prize-stock animals for the realisation of a supposed good. 

                          Despite the above criticism of Plato's theory of communism of wives we cannot deny that Plato seems to be quite logical in emphasising that the state could not get undivided loyalty unless the institution of family was abolished. But his theory is highly unrealistic and devoid of hard realities of life. 

