
Russian forces have seized
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant in Ukraine. At
an emergency meeting,
UN Security Council
members expressed alarm
at the prospect of a
nuclear incident. ! page 13

Russia seizes
nuclear plant

Over 3,700 Indians from
Ukraine returned on
Friday on 17 special !ights,
as part of the Centre’s
‘Operation Ganga’. Eleven
special !ights may bring
back over 2,200 Indians
on Saturday. ! page 10

3,700 Indians
evacuated

The Supreme Court has
suggested to the Centre to
open up online helplines
so that families get to
know the whereabouts of
people making their way
out of con!ict zones in
Ukraine. ! page 10

Open online
helplines: SC

India has urged both Russia
and Ukraine to ensure “at
least a local cease"re” so
that it could evacuate its na-
tionals stranded in the con-
!ict-torn eastern Ukrainian
hotspots of Kharkiv and Su-
my, said a Ministry of Exter-
nal A#airs (MEA) o$cial on
Friday.

Addressing the media
here, MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said it is
“di$cult” for the Indian stu-
dents to traverse through
live con!ict locations and In-
dia is unwilling to expose
them without an assurance
of a cease"re or a local cea-
se"re. “Without cease"re, it
appears di$cult. There is
shelling take place, and the
two armies have contact
points. We do not want our
students to pass through
areas where they would be
exposed to risks. We would
expect there should be a safe
route for our students so that
they could be evacuated
safely. We have asked both
sides to agree to some form

of cease"re or at least a local
cease"re,” said Mr. Bagchi. 

The Indian push for
“some form of a cease"re”
came as New Delhi conti-
nues e#orts to evacuate its
stranded nationals from
Kharkiv and Sumy where at
least 1,000 students remain
amidst a fast-shifting mili-
tary situation. 

Russia’s assurance

Earlier, Russian National De-
fence Control Centre Head
Mikhail Mizintsev had stated
that Russia would help tran-
sport foreign students back
to their countries. “130 com-
fortable buses are ready to

depart to Kharkiv and Sumy
from the Nekhoteyevka
(near Belgorod) and Sudzha
(near Kursk) checkpoints
since 6 a.m. today to rescue
Indian and citizens of other
foreign states,” said Mr. Mi-
zintsev. 

Mr. Bagchi acknowledged
that evacuating Indian stu-
dents through the Russian
territory would be “easy”
but said there is an active
zone of hostilities between
the current location of the
buses at Russian check-
points and the position of
the students.

Halt hostilities for evacuation,
India urges Russia and Ukraine
Over 1,000
students trapped
in Kharkiv, Sumy 

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Lives derailed: A !eeing mother and child crossing a track at
the Lviv central train station in Ukraine on Friday. * AFP

CONTINUED ON ! PAGE 10

India on Friday abstained
on a vote at the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva as
the Council decided to set
up an international commis-
sion of enquiry into Russia’s
actions in Ukraine. 

The resolution, the stron-
gest one to be adopted by
the UN system yet, “strongly
condemned” aggression by
Russia, and said it was
“gravely concerned” about
reports of rights violations
by Russian forces, civilian
casualties and the forced
displacement of 6,60,000
refugees due to Russian
“bombing and shelling”. 

India was among 13 coun-
tries of the 47-member
council elected from UN
members that abstained

from the resolution, along
with China, Pakistan, Ka-
zakhstan, Sudan, Uzbekis-
tan and Venezuela. Signi"-
cantly the vote followed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s attendance at a meet-
ing of Quad leaders hosted
by U.S. President Joseph Bi-
den, as well as a U.S. Senate
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee hearing where senior of-
"cials made it clear that the
U.S. has “spared no e#ort”
to push India to change its
position, with little success.

Thirty-two countries, or
nearly two-thirds of the
Council voted for the resolu-
tion that asked the HRC pre-
sident to appoint three hu-
man rights experts for a
year. 

HRC panel to probe Russian actions

Gloom spreads: Delegates observe a minute of silence at a
session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva. * REUTERS

CONTINUED ON ! PAGE 10

Shane Warne, one of crick-
et’s greatest spinners,
passed away in Thailand
on Friday. 

He was found unrespon-
sive in his villa and could
not be revived. It was a
twin blow for Australia af-
ter wicket-keeping legend
Rodney Marsh succumbed
earlier in the day and
Warne had tweeted
condolences.

At 52, Warne was an es-
sential presence in the
game he lorded over as evi-
dent from 708 Test wickets
and a yield of 293 in ODIs.
The leg-spinner was part of
World Cup and Ashes win-
ning squads and after his
retirement in 2007,
donned various roles
linked to cricket, be it as a
coach or commentator.

One of cricket’s legends,
Warne revived the art of
spin and made it fashiona-
ble. He was named among
Wisden’s "ve
cricketers of
the 20th cen-
tury, in a list
headlined by
Sir Don Brad-
man. 

Spin legend
Shane Warne
passes away 
Special Correspondent

Chennai

REPORTS
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Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

India abstains
again in UN vote 

At least 56 people were
killed and 194 wounded on
Friday by a suicide bomb at a
Shia mosque in the north-
western Pakistan city of
Peshawar. 

The blast tore through the

56, the deadliest since a July
2018 blast, claimed by the lo-
cal chapter of the Islamic
State group, killed 149 peo-
ple at an election rally. He
said 50 of the 194 wounded
were in “critical condition”.

the east — between Pakistan
and Australia, who have not
toured the country in nearly
a quarter of a century be-
cause of security concerns.

Muhammad Asim Khan, a
spokesman for Peshawar’s
Lady Reading Hospital, said
the death toll had climbed to

Kocha Risaldar area of the ci-
ty moments before Friday
prayers were to start, shat-
tering the interior and sho-
wering the streets with bro-
ken glass.

It came on the "rst day of
a cricket Test match in Ra-
walpindi — around 190 km to

56 killed, 194 injured in blast at Pak. Shia mosque
Agence France Presse

Peshawar

CONTINUED ON ! PAGE 10

CM
YK

A ND-NDE

saturday, march 5, 2022 Delhi

City Edition

18 pages " ₹10.00

Printed at . Chennai . Coimbatore . Bengaluru . Hyderabad . Madurai . Noida . Visakhapatnam . Thiruvananthapuram . Kochi . Vijayawada . Mangaluru . Tiruchirapalli . Kolkata . Hubballi . Mohali . Malappuram . Mumbai . Tirupati . lucknow . cuttack . patna

follow us:

thehindu.com

facebook.com/thehindu

twitter.com/the_hindu

instagram.com/the_hindu

J&K delimitation: fears
grow over ‘voter islands’
NEW DELHI

With the Delimitation
Commission yet to publish
maps of the proposed 
new constituencies for the 
J&K Assembly, a look at the
Census 2011 administrative
boundaries along with the
draft list of tehsils in some
seats points to islands, 
where a part of the
constituency is cut o" from
the rest and surrounded 
by another constituency.
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SC to hear plea against
bail to Ashish Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear on March 11
the challenge raised by the 
families of farmers who were
killed in Lakhimpur Kheri
against bail given to prime
accused Ashish Mishra, the
son of Union Minister of 
State Ajay Mishra Teni.

NEWS ! PAGE 12
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day expressed shock at a
Punjab High Court order
granting former State Direc-
tor General of Police Su-
medh Singh Saini protection
from arrest in cases likely to

be registered against him in
future. “This is shocking and
we feel such an order is un-
precedented... How can it be
that an order is passed that a
person cannot be arrested in
future cases... what is this?”
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana, heading a three-judge

Bench, observed.
The Punjab Advocate

General D.S. Patwalia sub-
mitted that a single Judge
had granted blanket protec-
tion against everything. Se-
nior advocate Mukul Rohat-
gi, appearing on caveat for
the former top cop, said his

client was a decorated police
o$cer and a victim of the go-
vernment’s mala !de e#orts
to frame him in false cases.
“But this is an unprecedent-
ed order. How can future
course of action be stayed? It
is shocking...” the Bench
made its displeasure clear.

SC shocked by Punjab HC’s relief for ex-DGP
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The BJP-led government in
Haryana introduced its new
anti-conversion Bill in the
Assembly on Friday, leading
to noisy scenes as the Oppo-
sition MLAs protested
against its tabling.

Home Minister Anil Vij in-
troduced the Haryana Pre-
vention of Unlawful Conver-
sion of Religion Bill, 2022,
which prohibits conversion
by allurement, coercion or
fraudulent means, etc. dur-
ing the budget session. 

As heated arguments en-
sued between the Treasury
and Opposition benches,
Congress MLA Raghuvir
Singh Kadian, alleging that
the intent of the Bill was not
clean, tore a copy of it. 

While Mr. Vij hit back say-
ing the Congress believes in
communalism and parti-
tioned India on the basis of
religion, Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal said there’s no
mention of any religion in
the Bill and it pertains to on-
ly forcible conversions. He
said it does not stop anyone
who is willingly converting
provided that the person
submits an application for
wilful conversion to the Dis-
trict Magistrate.

Speaker Gian Chand Gup-
ta suspended Mr. Kadian for

the remainder of the session
after he refused to tender an
apology, prompting Con-
gress MLAs to staged a wal-
kout in protest. 

CM’s defence

Elaborating on the Bill, Mr.
Lal said any religious priest
or any person intending to
organise a conversion shall
give prior notice to the Dis-
trict Magistrate about the
venue. A copy of this notice
shall be pasted on the notice
board outside the District
Magistrate’s o$ce.

“If any person has an ob-
jection to this conversion,
then they can "le their ob-
jection in writing within 30
days. The District Magistrate
shall investigate and decide
whether the conversion is
intended to be in contraven-
tion of Section 3. If the Dis-
trict Magistrate comes to the
conclusion that the intend-
ed conversion is in contra-
vention of Section 3, then he
shall decline the intended
conversion by passing a rea-
soned order. An appeal can
be made against the order
passed by the District Magis-
trate before the Divisional
Commissioner within 30
days,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
many cases have surfaced in
the State of people being
converted through various
allurements. “To stop such
incidents, The Haryana Pre-
vention of Unlawful Conver-
sion of Religion Bill, 2022
has been introduced,” Mr.
Lal said.

Ruckus in Haryana 
Assembly as govt. tables
anti-conversion Bill 
Speaker suspends
Congress MLA
for tearing a 
copy of the Bill 

Vikas Vasudeva

CHANDIGARH
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The Delhi government on
Friday inaugurated the Delhi
Teachers University, which
will o!er programmes such
as BA-BEd and BSc-BEd. The
programmes at the universi-
ty have been designed to en-
sure that teacher-trainees in
the university spend 30-50%
of their time in schools and
get hands-on learning expe-
rience from the very "rst
month of their course.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that
while premium institutes for
engineers and doctors, such
as the IITs, IIMs and AIIMS,
were started decades ago,

“we couldn't establish a top
level teachers' university till
date.”

“It is easy to prepare good

engineers, doctors and other
professionals because they
work only on speci"c areas
of life but it is not easy to pre-

pare a good teacher because
their work is to cover all as-
pects of life for students and
o!er a 360-degree ap-

proach,” Mr. Sisoida said.
"The university will o!er a

new age, integrated teacher
education programme after
Class XII. It will also empha-
size on fundamental and ap-
plied research in education
by collaborating with nation-
al and international organi-
sations," he added.

The Vice-Chancellor of
Delhi Teachers University,
Dhananjay Joshi, said that
children dream of becoming
doctors or engineers, teach-
ing is considered their least
favourite career option. But
the Delhi Teachers Universi-
ty, Mr. Joshi said, will work
towards changing this
mindset.

“Teachers are nation buil-

ders. To prepare for a better
and developed India, we will
motivate each and every
child to become a teacher,”
Mr. Joshi added.

The university has been
set up within two months of
the decision to establish it
being passed in the Delhi As-
sembly. 

The university promises
to o!er a new-age integrated
teacher education pro-
gramme for students after
Class XII. 

It will also collaborate
with national and interna-
tional organisations. Also, re-
presentatives of the universi-
ty will visit schools in Delhi
and motivate students to opt
for the teaching profession.

Sisodia inaugurates Delhi Teachers University 
‘Will o!er new-age teacher education programme after Class XII; collaborate with national and international organisations’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Noting that the approach of
CBI o#cials was “disappoint-
ing” and “contemptuous”, a
Delhi court on Thursday im-
posed a cost of ₹10,000 on
the investigating agency for
not responding to the court’s
queries regarding a bank
fraud case.

Special Judge Pulastya
Pramachala, in her order,

said that in the last hearing
on February 26, the Investi-
gating O#cer (IO) had "led
an application seeking time
for a written submission in
compliance with directions
given by the court through
an order dated January 22.

The court said it had
asked the CBI for reasons for
“taking so much time” to res-
pond to its queries raised by
the court on January 22, to

which the IO replied that as
the agency was waiting for a
response from the sanction-
ing authority on their re-
quest sought under Section
17A of Prevention of Corrup-
tion (PC) Act, it could not
come up with a response.

“The approach of con-
cerned o#cials of CBI, in-
cluding the IO, is actually
disappointing and contemp-
tuous...” the order noted,

adding that it was needless
to say that more than su#-
cient time was given to come
up with a response.

The court said that there
seemed to be a “deliberate
inaction” on the part of the
IO and other concerned o#-
cials of CBI, “which cannot
be appreciated by this
court.” It said that this would
be CBI’s last chance to "le a
response in a written format.

Court !nes CBI for ‘contemptuous’ approach
“Deliberate inaction” noted on part of the IO and other CBI o"cials, says court

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Between 2013 and 2021, Delhi’s
green cover increased from 20% to
23.06%, which is 3% more than the
standard set for urban areas by the
Forest Survey of India, the Delhi go-
vernment said on Friday. 

Based on an audit conducted by
the Forest Research Institute, Deh-
radun, tree plantation in Delhi for
the years 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-
19, also revealed that the survival
rate of the saplings planted during
the government’s plantation drive
was between 75-80%. Delhi has al-

ready exceeded its goal of planting
31 lakh saplings in 2021-22, by plant-
ing over 32 lakh saplings so far.

Environment Minister Gopal Rai
while presenting the statistics said
that the plantation drive was one of
the steps being taken by the govern-
ment to "ght pollution in the city.
He added that the government was
working over a range of solutions,
from emergency measures to long-
term solutions, such as tree planta-
tion, promotion of electric vehicles
and converting all the fossil fuel
based industries in Delhi to gas.

“Over the past "ve years through

the large-scale tree-planting cam-
paign, we have not only met the ob-
jective but exceeded it. The goal for
In 2016-17 was 10 lakh saplings, but
we ended up planting 24 lakh sa-
plings. In 2017-18 and 18-19 and we
planted nineteen lakh saplings
against the goal of ten lakh saplings
and in 2019-20, a target of ten lakh
saplings was set, and we planted 28
lakh saplings,” Mr. Rai said. 

Mr. Rai stressed the importance
of further increasing the green cov-
er to combat pollution, given Del-
hi’s location where pollution aggra-
vates during the winter season.

Survival rate of saplings planted by the govt. between 75-80%, audit #nds

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

‘Delhi’s green cover up 3% in last 8 years’

Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal on Friday reviewed
the progress of tra#c de-
congestion measures at 77
major corridors.

According to sources,
the L-G was informed that
all the requisite tasks on 29
tra#c corridors had been
concluded. Out of a total of
620 tasks identi"ed on
these corridors, 316 have
been completed. 

“While appreciating the
progress made so far, em-
phasized on timely com-
pletion of all the remaining
identi"ed tasks to decon-
gest the remaining tra#c
corridors so as to reduce
idling of vehicles and con-
sequently air pollution be-
sides achieving e#cient
tra#c mobility,” the L-G
tweeted. 

The involved depart-
ments, he added, were ad-
vised to work in close coor-
dination and draw out
activity-wise timelines for
the remaining 48 corridors.

L-G reviews
decongestion
measures
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Four youth, including a girl,
were bound down by law for
beating and bullying a 16-
year-old Class X student of a
north Delhi school, the pol-
ice said on Friday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said the four youth
have been identi"ed as Hi-
manshu, Sujal, Rahul and
Riya, all aged between 18
and 21. They have been
bound down under Section
41A of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code, which means
the four have to appear be-
fore the police whenever
called upon so that they can
be prevented from commit-
ting a similar o!ence.

The police said profes-
sional counsellors are coun-
selling the victim, who is a
student of Geetanjali Mod-
ern School in Sant Nagar,
and the school authorities
are making necessary inter-
ventions for minor students
involved in the incident.

The school’s director Hari
Krishan told The Hindu that
the school has scheduled a
meeting between parents
and teachers on Monday to
discuss the betterment of
students and "nd a solution
to prevent such incidents
from happening again.

On February 28, the mi-
nor girl had just stepped out
of school and was on her
way home when her friend’s
brother Sujal, along with his
friends, thrashed the girl.
Sujal’s peers also "lmed the
episode on a mobile phone. 

Viral video

Providing context to the is-
sue, the victim had told The

Hindu that her friend and
she had stopped talking to
each other over a personal
matter about 15 days ago.
“Some people wrote nasty
things and made fun of my
friend on Instagram and she
thought I was behind it all.
She told her brother and he
brought these people to
beat me up,” she said.

The girl’s father said in-
itially he didn’t want to
press charges but the next
day the teenagers, who
thrashed the girl, started
sharing the assault videos
on social media using dero-
gatory language. He then
"led a complaint at the Bu-
rari police station.

“I don’t want to go back
to school. I can’t cross that
street where they beat me
up. I don’t want to go for tui-
tions. It’s so humiliating.
Everyone in school is laugh-
ing behind my back,” the
girl had said.

Four youth bound
down for bullying girl
Video of the assault had gone viral

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI

Preparations for the upcom-
ing civic elections in Delhi
are under way, with poll
authorities having identi"ed
strongrooms and counting
centres, and returning o#c-
ers undergoing training
ahead of the exercise, o#-

cials said on Friday.
The municipal elections

are scheduled to be held in
April, however, the dates for
the polls are yet to be
announced.

A senior o#cial said
about 15,000-16,000 polling
stations are expected to be
set up for the civic polls.

Preparation for civic polls
in full swing: o"cials
Press Trust of India

New Delhi
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Timings

DELHI

SATURDAY, MAR. 05

RISE 06:43 SET 18:24

RISE 08:23 SET 21:03

SUNDAY, MAR. 06

RISE 06:41 SET 18:24

RISE 08:54 SET 22:00

MONDAY, MAR. 07

RISE 06:40 SET 18:25

RISE 09:26 SET 22:56

Terming it the “biggest
threat” to women and youth
of the Capital, the BJP on
Friday conducted a referen-
dum on the Delhi govern-
ment’s new excise policy at
over a thousand locations in
the city.

The party said it sought
views of as many as 10 lakh
citizens on the policy at
1,120 locations and 99% of
the respondents were
against it.

Delhi BJP president
Adesh Gupta said about 99%
of Delhiites believe the new
‘Sharab Niti’ is actually a
‘Kharab Niti’. Under its
guise and in the name of
augmenting revenue, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was “actually !lling up his
own pockets” and playing

with the future of the youth
and women, he added.

“In league with the liquor
ma!a, his new scheme of of-
fering a free liquor bottle on
purchase of one has even in-
duced daily wagers to stand
in queue without caring for
their own health or the well-
being of their family,” Mr.
Gupta said.

The referendum, the par-
ty said, was conducted at
3-4 places in every civic

ward and in addition to se-
nior leaders, about 50,000
party workers were part of
the drive.

“Delhiites are worried
about the new excise policy
and are quite angry. Mr. Kej-
riwal will have to pay a hea-
vy price. For his own bene-
!t, Mr. Kejriwal, in league
with the liquor ma!a, is hell-
bent on pushing Delhi to-
wards alcoholism,” said
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly.

Responding to the BJP’s
referendum, the Delhi go-
vernment said, “This is not a
referendum but an exhibi-
tion of the panic that has
gripped the BJP. The new ex-
cise policy has, in fact, des-
troyed the nexus between
the BJP and the liquor ma-
!a.”

BJP conducts referendum
on govt.’s new excise policy 
Party says 99% of the 10 lakh respondents are against it 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi <> In league with the
liquor ma!a, his
[Kejriwal’s] new
scheme of o"ering a
free liquor bottle on
purchase of one has
even induced daily
wagers to stand in
queue 

Adesh Gupta 

Delhi BJP president 

Be it weddings or birthday
parties, celebratory !rings
have been a persistent prac-
tice at these functions, of-
ten leading to injuries and
even casualties among the
attendees.

According to the Delhi
police, in the past two
years, nine such cases have
been registered in which 17
persons have been
arrested.

Senior police o"cers
said such incidents have be-
come a common occur-
rence at social gatherings
with persons carrying li-
censed or unlicensed wea-
pons !ring shots in the air
and causing injuries to

passers-by and guests.
Last month, a 15-year-

boy was hit by a bullet after
a man !red his gun during a
wedding ceremony in south
Delhi’s Fatehpur Beri. The
boy, who was standing on
the stage, su#ered gunshot
injuries on both his legs.

“People usually carry
weapons at social gather-
ings as a status symbol and
!re shots in the air… this of-
ten leads to the bullet injur-
ing an invitee or some pass-
er-by…The accused persons
are mostly in a drunken
state,” an o"cer said, ad-
ding that most of these inci-
dents happen on the out-
skirts of the city as a good
number of banquet halls
are located there.

9 cases lodged, 17 held for
celebratory !ring in 2 years
‘Most incidents happened on the outskirts’

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

North body shuts 311
garbage collection points
NEW DELHI

With the project of phasing
out of garbage collection
points in its final leg, the
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation has shut a total
of 311 dhalaos, three walled
open structures, according to
data available till March 3.

IN BRIEF
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day decided to examine
whether a man can divorce
his wife for refusing treat-
ment for mental illness, a
condition she categorically
denies. 

A Bench of Justices Vineet
Saran and Aniruddha Bose is-
sued notice and stayed a Ker-
ala High Court order granting
the man his divorce. The man
has accused his wife, a senior
nursing professional who
works in the U.K., of ‘para-
noid schizophrenia’. Both the
family court and the High

Court had believed him
enough to grant a divorce.

Hearing her appeal !led
through advocate Vipin Nair,
the Bench !xed a hearing in
six weeks. The wife argued
that it is settled law that a

man cannot be granted di-
vorce merely because his
wife has become sick.

In this case, the woman
said she is not even ill and is a
successful professional in the
medical !eld who would
know if there is anything
wrong with her. 

“Her educational back-
ground as well as work expe-
rience would explain that she
never su"ered from any sort
of mental disorder or even
displayed any such symptom
and the same is merely an al-
legation imputed by her hus-
band to her. She has continu-
ously achieved high

standards in both her educa-
tional and professional ca-
reer,” the petition said.

Mr. Nair referred to the
concept of ‘paranoid schizo-
phrenia’ explained in the
Textbook of Medicine by Rus-
tom Jal Vakil as a condition
riddled with delusions both
logical and bizarre. “The ill-
ness usually begins late in
life, between the age of 25 to
35 years.... He [the patient]
may also have grandiose de-
lusions. Because of his supe-
rior intelligence, he may
claim to lead his country to
victory or the world to pros-
perity. He may claim to reach

the sun, the moon or the
stars within a few years. He
may claim to be the greatest
authority on religion, science
or philosophy,” the senior la-
wyer quoted.

He argued his client has
shown none of the above as-
pects. She has instead braved
the odds and carved a career
for herself. 

The woman, through her
petition, said forcing the alle-
gation that she was a para-
noid schizophrenic despite
her categorical denial was
cruelty itself. It amounted to
mental harassment by the
husband. 

‘Can refusal of treatment be grounds for divorce?’ 
Supreme Court to look into divorce granted to man after wife declined to be treated for mental illness

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

A local BJP leader was on Fri-
day arrested on the charge of
attempt to murder after he,
along with his aides, alleged-
ly assaulted a journalist in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg district,

the police said.
Dhirendra Giri Goswami,

who works with a digital me-
dia platform, was assaulted
on Thursday night after he
intervened when the accused
were allegedly misbehaving
with his friend’s wife, an o#-

cial said 
Based on a complaint by

Mr. Goswami, Monu Sahu, a
member of Durg Zilla Pan-
chayat, and others were
booked under sections of the
IPC, Durg Additional SP (Ru-
ral) Anant Kumar Sahu said.

Press Trust of India

Chhattisgarh

BJP leader held for assaulting scribe

EDUCATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

TENDERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

A delegation of senior Minis-
ters from the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government
met Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari requesting him to
announce the dates for the
election of the Assembly
Speaker and also to clear
the names of 12 MLCs as sug-
gested by the Cabinet for the
Upper House.

“We requested him that
the election for the Speak-
er’s post be held on March 9.
We also asked him to clear

the 12 names for the Upper
House,” said Minister for Ur-
ban Development and Pu-
blic Works Department Ek-
nath Shinde.

The post of speaker in the
Assembly is vacant for over
a year now since Nana Pa-
tole of Congress resigned to
become the State unit presi-
dent of the party. 

After the meeting, Minis-
ter for Food and Civil Sup-
plies, and Consumer A"airs
Chhagan Bhujbal said,“He
sounded positive. We hope
that he will do the needful.” 

MVA team meets Koshyari
on Speaker, MLCs issues
Staff Reporter

Mumbai
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No increase in taxes, ₹1,000
crore for Mekedatu project,
reintroduction of Yeshaswini
health insurance scheme for
farmers and doing away with
government control over
temples — these are among
the highlights of the Budget
2022-23 presented by Karna-
taka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday. 

In his maiden Budget, the
Chief Minister, who also
holds the "nance portfolio,
said he had attempted ba-
lanced development of all
sections of society and all re-
gions of the State, while at
the same time maintaining
"scal discipline. With just a
year left for the Assembly
polls in the State, this is most
likely to be the last full-
#edged Budget ahead of the
elections.

The size of the Budget is
"xed at ₹2,65,719.92 crore as
against ₹2,46,207 crore in

2021-22, an increase of
₹19,512.92 crore over the pre-
vious year. It has proposed to
borrow ₹72,000 crore. The
total liabilities at the end of
2022-23 have been estimated
at ₹5,18,366 crore (27.49% of
GSDP). The government
maintained "scal discipline
and reduced borrowings by
₹4,000 crore from ₹67,100
crore to ₹63,100 crore in
2021-22.

The government, which
has enacted an anti-cow

slaughter legislation, pro-
posed to launch the ‘Punya-
koti Dattu Yojane’ to encour-
age public and private
institutions to adopt cows in
goshalas (shelters for cows)
by paying ₹11,000 annually.
It has also been proposed to
increase the number of gosh-
alas from the present 31 to
100.

“The economy in 2021-21
is on the road to recovery. In
these circumstances, I am
not willing to put an extra

burden of additional taxes
on the common man,” Mr.
Bommai said. 

Mr. Bommai expressed his
government’s commitment
for the implementation of
the Mekedatu project across
river Cauvery, which is being
opposed by neighbouring
Tamil Nadu. Mr. Bommai
said a grant of ₹1,000 crore
will be provided for imple-
mentation of the project.

An amount of ₹500 crore
has been provided for the

development of infrastruc-
ture in the government
schools of the State. It also
proposes to establish 438
“Namma Clinics” in major ci-
ties. Among the welfare mea-
sures, Mr. Bommai proposed
₹2,000 monthly hardship al-
lowance for pourakarmikas,
increase in monthly honora-
rium for midday meal work-
ers and ASHA volunteers by
₹1,000 each, and for angan-
wadi workers by ₹1,500 for
those who have rendered
above 20 years of service.

Mr. Bommai promised an
increase in pension to 1.32
lakh bene"ciaries of unmar-
ried and divorced women,
gender minorities from ₹600
to ₹800, and increased pen-
sion for women of acid vic-
tims from ₹3,000 to ₹10,000.

An aid of ₹50,000 for pur-
chase of electric three-
wheeler goods vehicle cost-
ing ₹1.50 lakh for SC/ST
youth is also proposed. 

(With inputs from PTI)

Karnataka announces no tax hike in Budget
₹1,000 crore to be provided for Mekedatu project; new scheme to encourage cow adoption 

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Signalling a generational
shift, the Kerala State confe-
rence of the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) [CPI
(M)], which concluded here
on Friday, inducted new fac-
es into the State secretariat
and the State committee. 

Kodiyeri Balakrishnan
was elected State secretary
for the third consecutive
term as the delegates unani-
mously endorsed his name
proposed by Chief Minister
and Polit Bureau member
Pinarayi Vijayan. 

Veteran leader V.S.
Achuthanandan will conti-
nue as a special invitee on
the State committee. Thir-
teen leaders were removed

from the State committee as
part of the party’s decision
to stick to the upper age limit
of 75. However, Mr. Vijayan
got an exemption in his ca-

pacity as Chief Minister. 
The new entrants to the

State secretariat include P.A.
Mohamed Riyas, P.K. Biju,
M. Swaraj, Saji Cherian, V.N.

Vasavan, K.K. Jayachandran,
Anavoor Nagappan and
Puthaleth Dinesan. 

The young faces that
found place on the 89-mem-
ber State committee include
A.A. Rahim, Chintha Jerome
and V.P. Sanu. P. Sasi, who
was expelled from the party
in 2011 over allegations of
sexual misconduct, was in-
cluded on the State commit-
tee. Despite claims of the
party coming forward to de-
velop a pro-woman Kerala,
only three women "gured
among the new entrants to
the State committee and
they are K.S. Saleekha, K.K.
Lathika and Chintha Jerome. 

John Brittas and Biju Kan-
dakkai were elected invitees
to the State committee.

Generational shift in Kerala CPI(M) 
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan elected State secretary for the third consecutive term 

Kodiyeri Balakrishnan waves at the crowd during the CPI(M)
State conference, in Kochi on Friday. * H. VIBHU 

Special Correspondent

Kochi

Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has ap-
pealed to people not to in-
terpret the conglomeration
of parties that is in the o$ng
to give a new direction to
the country’s growth pro-
cess as an anti-BJP or anti-
Congress front. 

“It is not a third front or
fourth front. There is no
front so far. Only time can
tell what front our e%orts
lead to,” Mr. Rao said in a
joint press conference with
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren at Ranchi on
Friday.

Mr. Rao was in Ranchi on
Friday to give away ex gratia
of ₹10 lakh each, announced

by Telangana government,
to families of 19 soldiers of
the Indian Army killed in
Chinese aggression in Gal-
wan Valley two years ago. 

He also said leaders of
several parties were coming
together to explore a new
path of development for the
country. The development
agenda of parties in power
post-Independence was
misplaced. The neighbour-
ing China and some other
Asian countries were way
ahead of India by develop-
ment parameters. India fell
behind because of mis-
placed priorities. 

He said the leaders of all
parties will meet shortly and
"nalise an agenda to achieve
their goal of a new India. 

New alignment of political
forces in the o"ng: KCR
Special Correspondent

Hyderabad

Eight feared trapped in
stone quarry collapse 
MYSURU

At least eight workers are
feared trapped in a massive
mound of debris following
the collapse of a stone quarry
near Gundlupet in
Chamarajanagar district of
Karnataka on Friday. Local
police said efforts were under
way to rescue those trapped
in the debris.

IN BRIEF

FIR against journalist
Rana Ayyub in Dharwad
HUBBALLI

The Dharwad police have
registered an FIR under
Section 295 A against
journalist and author Rana
Ayyub for describing
anti-hijab protesters in
Karnataka as “Hindu
terrorists” during a television
interview. A complaint was
raised by one Mr. Ashwath
following an interview 
Ms. Ayyub gave to the BBC. 

Thrilling experience: A tourist taking o! in a paraglider from the Vagamon Hills in Kottayam district of Kerala. Paragliding has
become a major draw for tourists ever since the reopening of the tourism sector in Kerala. * VISHNU PRATHAP
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O! to the sky

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
on Friday announced that ₹5
lakh per acre "nancial pack-
age would be given to the
farmers who parted with
their lands for the Polavaram
irrigation project prior to the
enactment of the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acqui-
sition, Rehabilitation and Re-
settlement Act, 2013.

Accompanied by Union
Minister for Jal Shakthi Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat, Mr.
Reddy said that those who
parted with their lands dur-
ing the regime of his father,

the late Y.S. Rajasekhara
Reddy, for the Polavaram ir-
rigation project, would be
paid ₹5 lakh per acre.

Addressing a gathering of
displaced families during the
inspection of the Indukuru

resettlement and rehabilita-
tion colony in Devipatnam
Mandal, Mr. Reddy remind-
ed that he was still commit-
ted to his promise to o%er
the ₹5 lakh land package.

“Since 2006, the farmers

have been paid barely ₹1.5
lakh package per acre. They
will be paid the additional
₹3.5 lakh soon” he said.

“I have already ful"lled
my promise to give ₹10 lakh
package to the Polavaram
project displaced. The se-
cond promise of ₹5 lakh
package per acre land will al-
so be ful"lled”, he said.

The Chief Minister ob-
served that the Polavaram ir-
rigation project would be a
lifeline for the entire State of
Andhra Pradesh. 

In his address, Mr. Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat said:
“On behalf of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, I am here
promising every support to
the State of Andhra Pradesh
for completion of the Polava-
ram project. However, the
quality and sustainability of
the Resettlement and Reha-
bilitation should be assured
by the State government.”

Polavaram: farmers to get ₹5 lakh per acre 
Those who parted
with their lands
for the project to
get compensation

Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat with A.P.
CM Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy visiting East Godavari. * PTI 

Staff Reporter

DEVIPATNAM

A team of scientists from the
Botanical Survey of India
(BSI) have discovered a new
gin berry species from the
Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Tamil Nadu. The
species, Glycosmis albicar-
pa, with a distinct large
white fruit, is endemic to the
southern Western Ghats.
The species belongs to the
Orange family Rutaceae. 

The "ndings have been
published in the latest issue
of the Nordic Journal of Bo-
tany published from
Sweden.

Many of the related plants
of these taxonomic groups

are being utilised for their
medicinal values and food.
Most commonly related spe-
cies of these plants are col-
lected from the wild, mainly
for local use as food and
medicine. 

Berries of the Glycosmis
species have the unique cha-
racteristic of ‘gin aroma’ and
gained in popularity as an
edible fruit. The species is al-

so a larval host plant for but-
ter#ies like other species of
Glycosmis, said K.A. Sujana,
the leader of the scienti"c
team.

The species, an evergreen
small tree, was found as un-
dergrowth in the Tirunelveli
semi-evergreen forests at the
Panagudi forest section of
the wildlife sanctuary as a
single population that covers

an area of approximately 2
sq. km., said Dr. Sujana.

“While exploring the stu-
dy site, four sub-populations
of the species were located
in the valley between two
hillocks, with each having
three-seven mature indivi-
duals in groups,” she said.
Though #owering, natural
regeneration and seedling
recruitment of this taxon is
found to be fairly good with-
in the locality, habitat modi-
"cation causes a major
threat to the survival of this
species, she added. “A spe-
cial conservation e%ort for
this particular region is the
need of the hour,” said Dr.
Sujana. 

The discovery not only re-
emphasises the uniqueness
and endemism in Western
Ghats’ #ora but also add to
the growing inventory of the
region’s #ora, said Ragesh
Gopala Vadhyar, co-author.

New gin berry species discovered in T.N.
Glycosmis
albicarpa bears
distinct large
white fruit

The gin berry species discovered from the Kanyakumari
Wildlife Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

E.M. Manoj

KALPETTA

A social media message
about a strange disease af-
#icting large population of
stray dogs in several parts of
Old City of Hyderabad gave
anxious moments to resi-
dents and o$cials.

The message being for-
warded on WhatsApp re-
ported dogs dying of a con-
dition marked by severe
tremors. In the past 10 days,
more than 1,000 dogs were
estimated to have died of
this disease, the forward
said, attaching a video clip
of a canine shaking uncon-
trollably. 

Several dogs in the Gru-
hakalpa building were suf-
fering from the disease, the
message said, spreading
panic among residents.

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) o$cials, however,
dismissed the message as a

rumour. While they found
one dog having the de-
scribed symptoms, there
was no evidence of hun-
dreds of dogs dying of it,
they said. 

“We have isolated the dis-
eased dog in a kennel at the
animal shelter in Amberpet,
and requested the experts
from the Veterinary Biologi-
cal Research Institute to
take samples for examina-
tion. Veterinarians from the
Animal Husbandry depart-
ment have been called upon
to treat the dog, as we at
GHMC are only experienced
in anti-rabies vaccination
and animal birth control op-
erations,” Chief Veterinary
O$cer Abdul Wakeel in-
formed. There is no ques-
tion of GHMC failing to not-
ice death of hundreds of
dogs in the city, as the Vete-
rinary wing is responsible
for removing the carcasses
of the dogs, he said. 

Report of strange canine
disease spreads panic 
Hyderabad Corporation terms it rumour
Swathi Vadlamudi

HYDERABAD

The alleged indi%erence of
the police to complaints
against nokkukooli (gawking
fee) is reportedly discourag-
ing people from raising
voice against the illegal
practice. Those who recent-
ly fell prey to the unfair
practice revealed that the
police were playing the role
of mediator instead of act-
ing against violators.

“All trade unions are
hand-in-hand when it
comes to the illegal practice.
Fearing revengeful action,
the victims are reluctant to
take legal action,” said Ma-
hesh Krishnan, a Thottilpa-
lam native who recently
foiled an attempt in his vil-
lage. He added that the la-
bourers who claimed nok-
kukooli were even ignorant
of the fact that it had been
banned several years ago.

Some city residents who

recently shifted their be-
longings said they were
forced to get the work done
on Sundays apprehensive of
headload workers who col-
lected money in the name of
nokkukooli. According to
them, local workers too spy
for the unions.

Exorbitant rates
“Workers under various
trade unions charge exorbi-
tant rates for even simple
loading and unloading
work. People generally
avoid them fearing exploita-
tion,” said P.V. Vincent who
recently shifted from the ci-
ty to Balussery.

Meanwhile, some senior
police o$cers said there
had been incidents where
police action ensured jus-
tice to complainants. They
also claimed that conciliato-
ry meetings were held only
when workers complained
of labour rule violations.

Nokkukooli remains
unchecked in Kozhikode 
‘Kerala Police playing role of mediators’

Staff Reporter

KOZHIKODE

The Centre on Friday op-
posed before the Delhi High
Court fully reopening of the
Nizamuddin Markaz where
the Tablighi Jamaat congre-
gation was held in March
2020 amid the COVID-19
pandemic and has re-
mained shut since then. It
said that a few people may
be allowed to o%er prayers
on the upcoming religious
occasions.

Case property
Government counsel Rajat
Nair told Justice Manoj Ku-
mar Ohri, who was hearing
a plea by the Delhi Waqf
Board to open the mosque
in view of Shab-e-Barat and
Ramzan in March and April,
that the mosque is a case
property and the petitioner
board has no locus to seek
its re-opening.

Mr. Nair said on earlier
occasions, a concession was
given to allow a few people
to o%er prayers subject to
conditions and there was no
objection with respect to
such arrangement this time
as well.

The counsel appearing
for the petitioner said that
the mosque, which is under
the lock of the Delhi Police,
should be opened as the
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority has now lifted all
restrictions that were im-
posed on account of the
pandemic. The judge listed
the case for hearing next
week and asked the peti-
tioner to bring the DDMA
order on record.

Several FIRs were regis-
tered under the Epidemic
Diseases Act, the Disaster
Management Act, Foreign-
ers Act and various provi-
sions of the penal code in
connection with the Ta-

blighi Jamaat event held at
the Nizamuddin Markaz
and the subsequent stay of
foreigners there during the
COVID-19 lockdown last
year.

In its application "led
through advocate Waqeeh
Sha"q, the petitioner has
said that last year during
these two occasions — Shab-
e-Barat and Ramzan — the
High Court had permitted
prayers in the mosque.

It has said the current
strain of COVID-19, Omi-
cron, was not as severe and
fatal as the Delta variant
and as the conditions have
improved, physical hear-
ings of all courts have res-
umed, schools, clubs, bars
and markets have also reo-
pened, therefore, there is
no impediment to direct re-
opening of this Waqf
property.

The application was "led
in the Board’s petition
which has sought the reo-
pening of the premises and
contended that even after
Unlock-1 guidelines permit-
ted religious places outside
containment zones to be
opened, the Markaz, com-
prising the Masjid Bangle
Wali, Madarsa Kashif-ul-
uloom and an attached hos-
tel, continues to be locked
up. It has stated that even if
the premises was part of
any criminal investigation
or trial, keeping it “under
lock as an out of bound
area” was a “primitive
method” of enquiry
process.

Centre’s a!davit
In its a$davit a$rmed by
the Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Crime, the Centre
has told the court that it was
“necessary and incumbent”
to “preserve” the Markaz
property as the investiga-
tion in the case has “cross
border implications and in-
volves nation’s diplomatic
relationship with other
countries.” 

Centre against reopening
of Nizamuddin Markaz
A few people can
o#er prayers, govt.
tells High Court
Press Trust of India

New Delhi
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With an eye on Assembly
election due later this year,
the Himachal Pradesh go-
vernment on Friday present-
ed a tax-free budget for 2022-
23 !nancial year with an out-
lay of ₹51,365 crore.

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur, presenting the last
budget of the present go-
vernment, said total revenue
receipts for the year 2022-23
are expected to be ₹36,375
crore. Revenue expenditure
is estimated at ₹40,278
crore. The revenue de!cit is
estimated to be ₹3,903 crore.
Fiscal de!cit is expected to
be ₹9,602 crore which is
4.98% of the State’s Gross
Domestic Product, he said.

“We will ensure that adeq-
uate resources are arranged
with e#ective tax com-
pliance, cooperation of the
Government of India and
better !nancial manage-
ment,” he said.

Mr. Thakur said Himachal
Pradesh is the !rst State to
promote natural farming in
the government sector. “Hi-
machal Pradesh is marching
ahead to become a chemical-
free State. As per our propo-
sal, 50,000 acres will be
brought under natural farm-
ing by the end of 2022-23.”

M3C scheme
With focus on health sector,
Mr. Thakur announced to
start a new “Mukhya Mantri

Mobile Clinic (M3C)” scheme
to introduce mobile health
services at the doorsteps of
the rural population and in-
terior areas of the State. “A
mobile clinic will be started
in each Assembly consti-
tuency which will have ne-
cessary instruments and
equipment for providing
basic health services,” he
said. 

Outlining India’s commit-
ment to take its non-fossil
fuel capacity to 50 GW and

meet 50% of its require-
ments from renewable ener-
gy by 2030, Mr. Thakur said
the State government will
make all e#orts to ensure
that 100% of its energy re-
quirement is met through re-
newable energy and green
energy. “This will make Hi-
machal Pradesh the !rst
Green State. With this, the
goods manufactured within
the State will fetch good pric-
es in the national and inter-
national markets.” 

To harness potential using
drones in the !elds of health,
forest conservation, land
survey, agriculture and hor-
ticulture, disaster manage-
ment, mining, Mr. Thakur
announced to start“Gover-
nance and Reforms Using
Drones (GARUD)” based on
four pillars – “Drone-enabled
Governance, Drone Mahot-
sav-Melas, Enabling frame-
work for Promoting Drones
and Drone Flying Training
Schools.”

With an eye on poll, Himachal
govt. presents tax-free budget
50,000 acres will be brought under natural farming, says Chief Minister

Vikas Vasudeva

CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram Thakur arrives to present the
budget in the Assembly in Shimla on Friday. * PTI 

Maharashtra government is
set to table a Bill in the
House on Monday propos-
ing to take over the local bo-
dy ward delimitation and
formation process, on the
lines of Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. 

This comes a day after the
State government’s announ-
cement to not hold local bo-
dy polls in the State until
OBC reservation in local civ-
ic bodies is restored.

Both Houses of the State
legislature had to be ad-
journed for the second day
of the Budget session on Fri-
day amid protests and sloga-
neering by the Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
accusing the government of
sidelining the interests of
the OBCs.

‘Fix responsibility’
Leader of the Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis accused
the State government of not
being serious enough about
reinstating OBC reservation.
“This government has made

some unpardonable mis-
takes while submitting the
report to the State Backward
Class Commission. Who are
these o$cials? Responsibili-
ty must be !xed,” he said.

Mr. Fadnavis said that the
State government must
bring a Bill on the lines of
Madhya Pradesh where the
State has taken upon itself to
declare dates of the local bo-
dy polls.

Senior OBC leader and

Minister Chhagan Bhujbal
said that this was not the
time to play blame game. 

“Even we can accuse the
BJP that it did nothing in the
last seven years of power in
the Centre and !ve years in
the State. But that won’t
fetch anything. We must
stand united to ensure OBC
reservation is restored,” he
said. 

Mr. Bhujbal added that
the State government will do

necessary additions to the
report and again submit it to
the court as mandated.

Unsatis!ed with the reply,
BJP MLAs who had come to
the House wearing ‘OBC Ba-
chao’ caps, continued with
the protest. 

Amid sloganeering, As-
sembly Deputy Speaker Nar-
hari Zirwal called for ques-
tion hour. 

But the House was ad-
journed as protests conti-
nued. After the House recon-
vened, Shiv Sena MLA
Ravindra Waikar initiated
discussion on a resolution
thanking Governor for his
speech. 

But the House had to be
adjourned again till Monday.

Bill on Monday
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar said
in the council that the State
government would bring a
Bill on Monday after study-
ing it from M.P. and its im-
pact. 

Later in the evening, the
State Cabinet meeting was
held where the draft of the
Bill was approved .

Cabinet okays draft Bill on ward delimitation 

Maharashtra government takes cue from Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh 

BJP MLAs led by Devendra Fadnavis demanding OBC
reservation, in Mumbai on Friday. * EMMANUAL YOGINI

Staff Reporter

Mumbai

The late legendary singer Pt.
Bhimsen Joshi transformed
voice into a “tangible mate-
rial form”, said poet-lyricist
Javed Akhtar on Friday,
speaking at the 20th edition
of the Pune International
Film Festival (PIFF) which
began on Friday.

After being blighted by the
COVID-19 pandemic for near-
ly two years which prevent-
ed cineastes from enjoying it
in the physical form, the
week-long PIFF (from March
3 to March 10) which is Mah-

arashtra’s o$cial !lm fest,
kicked o# at the city’s iconic
Bal Gandharva Rangamandir
with Mr. Akhtar as a special
guest at the inauguration
ceremony.

Birth centenaries
This year’s edition is themed
on the birth centenaries of
music maestro Pandit Bhim-
sen Joshi, legendary !lm-
maker Satyajit Ray and ac-
claimed poet Sahir
Ludhianvi. 

“Bharat Ratna Bhimsen
Joshi was the only maestro
who showed voice to the

world. When he used to sing,
the voice was a tangible ma-
terial form that could not on-
ly be heard but also be seen.
My statement about Pandit
Bhimsen Joshi may sound ex-
aggerated, but those who
have attended his live con-
certs would de!nitely agree
with me,” said the much-fet-
ed poet-lyricist.

Commenting on the angle
of communalism in !lms,
Mr. Akhtar said that only
those !lmmakers who cared
about themselves and their
people brought in the angle
of communalism in their
!lms. “If you look at the cre-
dit titles of any !lm which is
successful, it would have the
names of people from all

castes, religion and com-
munities,” he observed.

Reminiscing his tryst with
Marathi theatre when he
newly arrived in Mumbai de-
cades ago, Mr. Akhtar spoke

libre… I truly believe that Vi-
jay Tendulkar is the greatest
playwright of India and that
is why I created a Vijay Ten-
dulkar Rangmanch in Mum-
bai from the fund that I re-
ceived as an MP,” he said.

Mother tongue
Ruing the fact that the youn-
ger generation had lost its
connection with their moth-
er tongues, he said language
was the vehicle of culture
and tradition. “It is a medi-
um that gives us wisdom and
ethos. Only that person who
knows his mother tongue
can have a rooted identity. It
is important to teach chil-
dren their own language,”
said Mr. Akhtar.

of his joyous discovery of the
richness of Marathi theatre
and plays written by the re-
nowned playwright Vijay
Tendulkar. “I had never seen
plays and dramas of this ca-

‘Pt. Bhimsen Joshi transformed voice into a tangible form’
Poet-lyricist Javed Akhtar delivers
inaugural address at PIFF

Javed Akhtar with PIFF director and !lmmaker Jabbar Patel in
Pune on Friday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Gujarat Assembly continued
to see heated debates bet-
ween the members of the
treasury and the Opposition
benches over the issue of
law and order and rising
cases of drugs in the State. 

From the !rst day, the
Opposition members have
been targeting the Minister
of State for Home Harsh
Sanghvi for the rise in drug-
related cases. 

On Friday, the Opposition
party members staged a
walkout from the House af-
ter its senior party legislator
Punja Vansh was suspended
for seven days for using un-

parliamentary words
against Mr. Sanghvi.

Though Mr. Vansh had
tendered an apology and
withdrew his remarks as di-
rected by Speaker Nimaben
Acharya, the ruling BJP in-
sisted on his suspension.

During the question
hour, Congress MLA Naush-
ad Solanki sat on the %oor of
the House saying he was not
satis!ed with the replies gi-
ven by Agriculture Minister
Raghavji Patel. When Mr.
Solanki refused to stand up
from the %oor, Mr. Sanghvi
said the Opposition mem-
bers were behaving as if
they were in the Congress
o$ce. 

Heated debates in Gujarat
House on rising drug cases
Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD
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EDITORIAL

India’s stand
Like millions of other
people around the world, I
am completely
disappointed by India’s
failure to condemn Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. Only
days later, in the Quad
meeting, one has to hear
India talk about how it
prizes sovereignty. Is it
about sovereignty as a
universal principle or just
Indian sovereignty that it
prizes so much? 
India cannot walk both
sides of the street: on the
one side expecting the
Quad and others to defend
Indian sovereignty while on
the other not prepared to
oppose attacks by some on
the sovereignty of others.
Sorry. But on this one, India
has failed in its
international
responsibilities, regardless
of where its arms come
from. 

Make it right, India.
Michael Parker,

Little Bay, NSW, Australia

A weakened America
What has emboldened
Russian President Vladimir
Putin is America’s much
weakened status. After the
American debacle in
Afghanistan, the perception
is that even small powers
no longer look at the U.S. in
awe. 
Mr. Putin has shown
himself to be a man of
steely nerves and icy
determination. China has
jumped in to back Russia
probably because of its
plans across the world,
which might include
Taiwan. The current U.S.
leadership seems to lack
the plan or the plans to
defuse the situation
through dialogue. Finally,
Ukraine should improve its
ties with Russia and stop

antagonising it. The
American eagle’s wings are
clipped on account of its
varied domestic problems. 
M.R. Anand,

Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh

! While Russia’s coercive
military action on Ukraine is
indeed deplorable, one
should not discount
Ukraine’s own brinkmanship
in its quest to join NATO —
the bone of contention that
incited Russia. 
NATO, by its very purpose, is
an anti-Soviet military
alliance, and Kyiv’s alacrity
to use its services to retrieve
Crimea and the restive
Donbas region is quite
discernible. 
Thus, regardless of the
current crisis, Ukraine’s
inclusion into NATO would
have triggered a war either
way. Both Russia’s
imperialistic and NATO’s
expansionist behaviour must

cease if the world has to see
some peace.
M.B. Bhargav,

Bengaluru

Rescue missions
The times have indeed
changed as far as the present
political dispensation is
concerned whether it is the
“Vande Bharat” operations,
and now “Operation Ganga”,
to rescue Indian students in
Ukraine (OpEd page,
‘Notebook’ – “Rescue
missions without fanfare”,
March 4). It is unfortunate
that the exercise is being
coloured — almost as if it is
the outcome of the ruling
party spending its own
resources for this particular
rescue mission. The
perception is that it seems to
be an attempt to have the
spotlight on a particular
political individual.
N. Nagarajan,

Secunderabad

lost a wicket-keeping giant
“Caught Marsh, bowled
Lillee” was the enduring and
famous radio commentary
phrase that constantly rang
in the ears of cricket fans
during the 1970s and the
early 1980s, and became a
common entry on
international scorecards. 
R. Sivakumar,

Chennai

Shane Warne
The cricketing skills of one of
cricket’s all-time greats were
unmatchable. The game has
lost a star cricketer and a
great commentator. The
world will also miss a coach
whose knowledge about the
game would have helped
many a budding talent.
Without doubt, Warne was a
magnetic presence.
A.P. Thiruvadi,

Chennai

! There seems to be a subtle
move to record this moment
in memory for “political
gains”. The issue here is that
many of us do not seem to
look beyond “propaganda”.
E.H. Carr in his book, What
is History?, has said ‘getting
facts right is not the primary
function of a historian. It is a
primary duty of a historian
to get the facts right’. Using
the analogy, rescue missions
are the “primary duty” of
the Indian government. And
its primary function is to
formulate a foreign policy
which is in accordance with
our values and national
interest. The Government
has got the policy right, but I
am against the fanfare of
rescue missions.
Mukesh Bhagat,

New Delhi

Rodney Marsh
In the passing of Rodney
Marsh, the cricket world has
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Rajesh Mahapatra

T
he morning after Lucknow
went to the polls last week, I
met a retired railway worker

at a tea stall. Buddhu Rai told me
how there was a swing in favour of
the Samajwadi Party (SP). “Lag ra-
ha hai, cycle nikal legi (it looks like
cycle will win),” he said, referring
to the election symbol of the SP. As
observers of the Uttar Pradesh
elections of 2022 would tell you, it
is largely a bipolar contest bet-
ween the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and the Samajwadi
Party led by Akhilesh Yadav.

Rai continued without my
prompting: “Mehengai, berozgari
… log pareshan hai (People are
tired of in!ation, unemployment
…),” followed by a sudden pause
midway to ask me what I do for a
living. The moment I told him I
was a journalist from Delhi, his
tone changed dramatically. He be-
gan to explain how unemploy-
ment cannot be blamed on this go-
vernment and why people should
be willing to bear the burden of in-
!ation if that helps the nation’s de-
velopment. I was confused by
now. Was he critical of the BJP or

not? Pat came his reply. He was ac-
tually trying to make me under-
stand why some people, including
him, were still voting for the BJP
and why Mr. Adityanath should be
the Chief Minister again. Before I
could untangle the claims, he got
up suddenly and left. 

When people do not tell you
what they mean, and they do not
mean what they tell you, is any
meaningful reportage possible?
Undoubtedly, there is fear, perso-
nal calculation and, often enough,
the need to tactically mislead. For
journalists from Delhi in particu-
lar, who are always short on time,
low on patience, deadline driven
and prone to see and hear precise-
ly what they are looking for, the
Uttar Pradesh election of 2022 is
mined with psychological traps.
For one, in many cases, the person
you are interviewing will most
likely assume, unless proven oth-
erwise, that you are with the cur-
rent ruling establishment. I expe-
rienced this on many occasions in
my recent travels through Uttar
Pradesh, a fact corroborated when
comparing notes with many of my
journalist friends. 

The ‘very aware’ voter
This radical di"erence between an
on-camera version from the o"-
camera version when dealing with
the same person, however, con-
#rms that U.P. voters are not only
playing their cards close to their
chest but also making it clear that

politics is serious business. Voting
among the marginalised, in partic-
ular, is not simply about them ex-
ercising choice. It is also linked to
an entire social and economic ar-
chitecture that will subsequently
enable their access to welfare
schemes and the local administra-
tion. In other words, a journalist
has to be extremely attentive
about how to read the political
changes at the micro-level. 

There is a churn
Consequently, voting preferences,
the talk around it, the entire web
of claims, and even the general
electoral noise have made the in-
tensely fought U.P. election to date
seeded with the !avours of post-
truth; the need to understand a
political culture that goes beyond
a simple true/false or honesty/ly-
ing binary. And it is in such a post-
truth context that non-voters and
the silent voters might help us bet-
ter understand the big ongoing
churn within U.P.’s politics. A
churn or caste realignment that is
most certainly happening but not
immediately visible to ready-made

journalism and the usual observer.
Looking at the constituency-le-

vel voter turnout data, we can
draw some credible inferences
about who is not voting. When the
temple city of Ayodhya reported a
drop in voter turnout despite a
high voltage campaign, the ques-
tion of who chose not to vote be-
came signi#cant. The needle of
suspicion pointed to the BJP voter.
Similarly, in Sardhana in western
U.P., where the sitting MLA was
facing visible disenchantment
among his own supporters, voter
turnout fell sharply by 4.5 percen-
tage points. In both Ayodhya and
Sardhana, the BJP has a tough #ght
on its hands and if some of its vo-
ters are not showing up that could
spell bad news for the party. The
same seems to be the case with
several other constituencies
where the BJP voter, by staying
away, might actually be making a
political statement. 

The voters to watch
While the no-show voter could
play a decisive role in some consti-
tuencies, especially if the contest
is close, it will be the silent voter
who is and will likely make a big-
ger di"erence in this election. By
silent voter, we mean the socially
and the economically marginal-
ised but not politically visible.
They include mostly women (es-
pecially from the lower economic
strata), backward castes which go
unrepresented by any political

party and non-Jatav Dalits who
have been voting for the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP). Although the
BSP won only 19 seats in the 403-
member State Assembly in 2017,
the party polled a formidable 22%
share of votes. A sizeable part of
such voters often remain well be-
low the noisy campaign radar.
This time, with the BSP missing
from the contest in most places,
these voters will likely choose bet-
ween the BJP and the SP. 

The big picture that seems to be
emerging is that the kaleidoscope
of di"erent castes that the BJP had
assembled in 2017 is not so much
disintegrating in one go as much as
it seems to be fragmenting, ebbing
and breaking away constituency
wise. While bits and chunks of the
core BJP voter are choosing not to
vote, swathes and sections of si-
lent voters might be making e"orts
to vote against their immediate
fears. In other words, the 2022
U.P. State election seems to have
set in motion a steady and confus-
ing caste realignment. Only a care-
ful scrutiny of the disaggregated
picture might be able to tell us
how tectonic or shallow the big
churn in U.P. politics is. And,
March 10 will tell us whether the
results are the beginning or the
end of this process. 

Rajesh Mahapatra is an independent

journalist based in New Delhi 

and a commentator on current a!airs. 

He tweets @rajeshmahapatra

The new handbook to covering the U.P. elections 
With a confusing caste alignment emerging, the mediaperson needs to keep an eye on crucial micro-level changes 

A
P

R
ussia’s violent war on Uk-
raine has isolated it from the
global community. Public at-

tention has been diverted from
Russia’s long-standing fears of sup-
pression by the United States and
western European nations to the
misery of innocent Ukrainian citi-
zens who are an inevitable collat-
eral damage of war. Even coun-
tries with colonial histories, who
could sympathise with Russia’s
concerns of encirclement by an al-
liance of economically and milita-
rily stronger nations, felt morally
compelled to rally against Russia.
India has been caught between a
rock and a hard place. Across In-
dia’s long and insecure borders
sits Pakistan, an implacable foe,
and the mighty China, with an
economy six times larger than In-
dia’s and more self-reliant in de-
fence equipment. India is wary of
relying on a distant U.S.: it needs
continuing Russian support for
high-tech defence needs.

Leading the way
India must never condone vio-
lence, no matter how just the
cause. India is a global champion
of non-violence; Mahatma Gandhi,
the “father of the nation” is a glo-
bal icon. “An eye for an eye will on-
ly make the whole world blind,”
Gandhi said. He even called o" the
civil disobedience movement
when Indian citizens, #ghting for
freedom from British injustice,
turned violent.

Gandhi (picture) advocated non-
violence not only as a moral prin-
ciple in #ghts for justice: whether
in the struggles of colonised peo-

ples against foreign rulers, or in-
ternal con!icts to correct structu-
ral injustices, such as the
oppression of lower castes by up-
per castes and the poor by the
rich. He was also a practical man.
He also honed methods of non-
violent resistance whereby the
weaker masses, united for a just
cause, could prevail against en-
trenched powers. Gandhi’s exam-
ple was followed, with success, by
leaders of the civil rights move-
ment in the U.S., uprisings against
Communist regimes in Eastern Eu-
rope, and the anti-apartheid strug-
gle in South Africa which won sup-
port around the world. 

The dynamics
Strategies which work in ‘set
piece’ con!icts and ‘bounded’
games, in which the opponents
are clearly identi#able, cannot
work in asymmetrical wars where
the sources of power of the anta-
gonists are very di"erent: on one
side, “organised” power, and on
the other, a di"used mass. Even
leaders #ghting for justice for po-
werless masses can lose the sup-
port of citizens if the movement
turns violent. They must enrol citi-
zens who neither have arms to
#ght with nor wish to risk their
lives in violence. In The Politics of
Nonviolent Action, Gene Sharp, a
great admirer of Mahatma Gandhi,
and one of the world’s foremost
scholars of non-violent move-
ments, distils the dynamics and
methods of non-violent struggles
from the histories of many coun-
tries. Attitudes and activities of
wider populations associated with
the struggle are critical because, if
sympathetic, they may provide fa-
cilities and supplies. Gandhi’s stra-
tegy of non-violent civil disobe-
dience was founded on this
insight. 

Even leaders of invading armies
need the support of civilian popu-
lations for the safety and supplies

of their troops. They need support
from their own civilian popula-
tions at home also. “Non-violent
action is capable of striking at the
availability of sources of political
power of the ruling authority,”
said Sharp. “Over-reacting on re-
pression may, instead of weaken-
ing the resistance, react against
sources of an opponent’s own
power”. The deaths caused by its
military action in Vietnam lost the
U.S. government the support of its
own citizens. In a war to end all
wars neither Russia nor the U.S.
can claim the moral high ground.

Non-cooperation in the West
Before Americans rose up in arms
against the British, several civil re-
sistance movements and the boy-
cott of British goods were under-
way in the American colonies.
Americans refused to comply with
the Stamp Act. The New York Gen-
eral Assembly and the people’s
Council of Boston refused to make
provisions for the quartering of
the King’s troops. The British were
discovering that it is di$cult to
rule uncooperative people.
Though they had a strong army;
they did not have weapons to win
hearts and minds. On the other
side, the non-violent resisters had
to be patiently resolute while they
wore the British down. Gandhi ap-
plied this strategy courageously
and e"ectively to win India’s inde-
pendence from the British, though
he faced opprobrium from within

— that he abjured arms because he
was weak. Subhas Chandra Bose
broke with Gandhi and joined the
Japanese to create an Indian army
to #ght the British. 

Leaders of non-violent resis-
tance against the British had a
hard time restraining hot heads
cha#ng against British rule. When
the Minutemen #red on British
troops in Lexington in April 1775,
the British called out more troops
to crush the armed uprising. Then
the revolutionaries, less equipped
and less organised, had to #ght the
British in the conventional way.
They su"ered several defeats and
many casualties before they won
their War of Independence, with
George Washington as their lead-
er. 

Histories of con!icts valorise
wars and generals, even when
they are defeated; not the non-vio-
lent movers of change. Cities and
streets are named after George
Washington, Nathanael Greene,
Henry Knox, and the Marquis de
Lafayette; their statues are raised
on pedestals—even Robert Lee
who lost the Civil War. Dates of
major battles are memorised and
war plans analysed for lessons in
strategy. Nowadays, children grow
up playing violent games on vide-
os but which rake in millions for
their creators. In real life too, the
makers of weapons nudge leaders
towards violent wars. It is good for
their business, whichever side
wins or loses, so long as the wars
last long. 

Soft power icon
Mahatma Gandhi stood out in the
20th century. He led a massive
movement of freedom non-vio-
lently in one of the most violent
periods of human history, with
two World Wars within 50 years
and bloody battles that continue
to be themes of popular movies a
century later. He demonstrated
there was a better, non-violent

way to shake o" oppression. “Gen-
erations to come will scarce be-
lieve that such a one as this ever in
!esh and blood walked upon this
earth, said Albert Einstein on Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s 70th birthday. 

Both Subhas Chandra Bose and
Mahatma Gandhi were great men
who dedicated their lives to the
freedom of their country. They
disagreed about methods to free
India from the British. Bose collab-
orated with the Japanese army to
#ght the British with arms. He lost
because the Japanese lost. One
may wonder what would have
happened had he succeeded and
India had a government propped
up by the Japanese when the Allies
#nally won the War. Years of furth-
er struggles would have followed
for a friendless India. Fortunately,
India won its freedom the other
way and became a beacon of hope
for a world wearied by violence.
Gandhi’s way became the greatest
source of India’s soft power — grea-
ter than its ancient culture, yoga,
and Bollywood. We weaken our-
selves when we do not stand up
against violence anywhere. 

Bose was a great man. His sta-
tue deserves to be on Rajpath —
the old Kingsway in India’s capital
— where armies parade and war
memorials stand. However, In-
dians must not place heroes of
wars on higher pedestals in their
minds than apostles of non-vio-
lence, like Gandhi and others who
actually won our freedom. Let us
not be tempted to take to violence
in our country for settling our grie-
vances, by rioting, lynching, and
burning, and by war-mongering
against our neighbours. We must
be role models showing the world
a non-violent path to justice for all
by practising what we preach. 

Arun Maira, a former Member, 

Planning Commission, is the author of

‘Transforming Systems: Why the World

Needs a New Ethical Toolkit’

Russia’s war, the impracticality of violence 
The world must forgo any attempt to place ‘heroes’ of wars on higher pedestals than the apostles of non-violence 

Arun Maira
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T
he COVID-19 pandemic is on a discernible wane.
Just a month ago, India was reporting around
1,70,000 cases a day and the latest numbers sug-

gest it has plummeted to around 6,000. India is now
contributing to only 0.7% of global cases. Last year this
time, cases were below 5,000 a day, encouraging sever-
al States and the Centre to claim that the pandemic was
over, though within a matter of weeks there was a resur-
gence fuelled by the Delta variant which birthed a sum-
mer of catastrophe. There is, however, a crucial distinc-
tion between then and now in that over 75% of those
over 15 years are now fully vaccinated in India. A small
and growing number of those over 60 have had the
third dose. Reports suggest that over 90% of Indians
have been exposed to the virus over the last two years
and, therefore, combined with the vaccination, are suf-
#ciently protected against disease — but not infection —
for many more months ahead. What bears emphasis is
that avoiding vaccination makes one, particularly the
elderly, vulnerable to serious infection. Balram Bharga-
va, Director-General, ICMR, said at a press meet this
week that 92% of those who died of COVID-19 since Ja-
nuary this year were unvaccinated, and underlined that
vaccines and the wide vaccination coverage had played
an important role in protecting hundreds of lives.

India is fortunate in that it does not have to battle
vaccine hesitancy in a large measure. The initial scepti-
cism regarding the vaccines not having passed the typ-
ical stages of vaccine approval saw a certain degree of
hesitation, but very soon it emerged, in April and May
last year, that India’s main problem was an insu$cient
number of vaccines. Though India today has adminis-
tered nearly 178 crore vaccine doses and has several in-
digenously developed vaccines that have been ap-
proved in emergency mode by authorities, there are
still serious questions on supply. Currently, vaccine de-
mand is low and the vaccination drive is in ‘mop up
mode’ and administering second doses. But were the
pandemic situation to suddenly turn for a fourth wave
to take shape, there would be a spike in demand for vac-
cinations for children, particularly those below 15, as
well as booster doses for adults. The experience of Co-
vaxin’s manufacturer being unable to ramp up vaccina-
tions in time during the crisis months ought to be a per-
sistent reminder to other biotechnology companies
that having vaccines is very di"erent from being ready
with a seamless supply chain. The Indian government
has still not made public a timeline for when vaccines
from Biological E, Gennova and Zydus Cadila will be
practically available for mass use. Though the world is
occupied with a di"erent crisis, India must not let its
guard down and should insist on companies being rea-
dy with a measurable timeline.

Being ready 
Vaccination was shown to have been a life

saver during the third wave of the pandemic 

T
hat policies change with governments may ap-
pear acceptable in a democracy, but no court will
allow a transformation so fundamental that

rights and entitlements that accrued during an earlier
regime are abandoned or frustrated. In 2014, the Ama-
ravati region was chosen as the site of the capital of
Andhra Pradesh, the residuary State left after the crea-
tion of Telangana, but work was stopped after the pre-
sent YSRCP regime took over. Instead, Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy mooted the idea of ‘decentral-
ised’ development, by which he meant that the State
will have Amaravati as the legislative capital, while Vi-
sakhapatnam will be the executive capital, and Kurnool
the seat of the High Court. In a stern rebu" to the ‘three
capitals’ idea of the present regime, a Full Bench of the
State’s High Court has ruled that it cannot abandon the
project to develop Amaravati as the capital city after ov-
er 33,000 acres had been given up by farmers and
₹15,000 crore sunk in it over development expenditure.
Holding the State government to its promise of develop-
ing the region into the capital city, it has directed the
government to complete the required developmental
work in Amaravati within six months. As a consequen-
tial relief to the farmers who had given up their land for
the speci#c purpose, the court has asked the State and
the Andhra Pradesh Capital Region Development Auth-
ority to develop the surrendered land and deliver re-
constituted plots to them within three months.

In political terms, the decision to locate the three or-
gans in di"erent cities was possibly motivated by a wish
to undo a key policy measure of the previous TDP re-
gime, as well as negate speculative gains the erstwhile
rulers may have allegedly made by choosing Amaravati.
However, it was projected as a measure to decentralise
governance and take the fruits of development to all
parts of the State. After farmers approached the court,
the government sought to render the matter infructu-
ous by repealing its decentralisation law, the one that it
enacted in 2020 for spreading the capital city and pro-
posing ‘inclusive development’ of all regions. However,
the Bench took note of the government’s intention to
pursue its multiple capital cities plan and decided that
it will adjudicate on the petitioners’ grievances. It held
that the State legislature lacked the competency to shift
the organs of the State. The verdict, if undisturbed by
the Supreme Court, may put an end to attempts to shift
the capital city out of Amaravati. A welcome feature of
the verdict is that it has invoked the doctrines of consti-
tutional trust and promissory estoppel to prevent a re-
gime from going back on its promises to citizens. It
sends out a message that governance should not be buf-
feted by winds of political change or be held hostage to
the passing whimsy of a particular regime.

Capital verdict 
A.P. High Court judgment on Amaravati

protects governance from political whimsy 
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GROUND ZERO

T
he Telugu !lm industry is caught
in a dilemma and struck by a
sense of déjà vu. Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
harbours a 70 mm-sized dream that he
is keen to ful!l, which is to see the in-
dustry move base to the scenic and pop-
ulous city of Visakhapatnam. This, he
hopes, will help the port city grow into
“a mega city like Hyderabad or Chen-
nai”. Reddy has been assiduously per-
suading the industry, popularly known
as Tollywood, to shift from Hyderabad,
which is located in Telangana and has
been home for the industry for decades. 

For the industry, this is a case of his-
tory repeating itself. About 50 years
ago, established as well as upcoming di-
rectors, producers and actors were hes-
itant to move from Madras, where the
industry was born and nurtured, to
Hyderabad in united Andhra Pradesh.
Back then, it was actor-producer Akki-
neni Nageswara Rao who was trying to
convince reluctant producers and direc-
tors to shoot their movies in Andhra
Pradesh, where he founded the Anna-
purna Studios in Hyderabad. The move,
slow and steady, proved to do wonders
for Telugu cinema. 

Discussions today over the second
move have reached a fever pitch. On Fe-
bruary 10, the State seemed star-struck.
Television channels and social media
were awash with photos and videos as
the Chief Minister met Chiranjeevi,
Prabhas, Mahesh Babu, S.S. Rajamouli
and Koratala Siva, among others. Apart
from listening to their concerns, Reddy
o"ered them sops such as land for stu-
dios and residential townships in Visak-
hapatnam. He reminded them that the
industry earns more revenue (60%)
from Andhra Pradesh than Telangana.
He promised to construct a locality si-
milar to Jubilee Hills, the a#uent subur-
ban neighbourhood in Hyderabad
where many actors live. The Chief Mi-
nister left no stone unturned in his pur-
suit of getting the show on the road.

Chiranjeevi told the press after the
meeting that the industry too wants to
develop equally in the two Telugu-
speaking States. But whether the indus-
try wants to shift lock, stock and barrel
to Visakhapatnam is still unclear. 

Baby steps
The journey of the Telugu !lm industry
began in the Madras Presidency. In the
early 1900s, Raghupathi Venkaiah Nai-
du, known as the father of the Telugu
!lm industry and a pioneer of Indian ci-
nema, started a south Indian cinemato-
graph company called Star of East
Films. He also set up a !lm studio
named Glass Studio, which had a roof
made of glass to allow the sun to shine
through in the days of no electricity.
Naidu, a native of Machilipatnam in
Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh, had
moved to Madras at the age of 18 and
had managed to make it big in the !lm
industry. His audacious ideas soon
turned into reality. He and his London-
educated son, Raghupathi Surya Pra-
kash Naidu, produced several !lms over
the years, including Bhishma Pratigna (a
silent !lm), Gajendra Moksham, Math-
syavatharam and Nandanaar. 

But the going was tough. The compa-
ny was expected to import technology
and compete with European !rms in
the Indian market. A resolute Naidu
swam against the tide. He made short
!lms. He established Esplanade Ten
House to exhibit his !lms, Gaiety Tal-
kies on Mount Road, Crown Theatre on
Mint Street, and Globe Theatre in Para-
suwakka, all over a span of a few years.
These theatres exhibited Indian, Ameri-
can and British !lms. But in the follow-
ing years, Naidu faced severe !nancial
issues due to intense competition from
the East India Film Company. 

Over the next decade, other Telugu-
speaking !lmmakers also pushed the
envelope. The !rst Telugu talkie, Bhakta
Prahlada, was made by H.M. Reddi on
the sets of Alam Ara, in 1932. Many Telu-
gu !lms were shot in Calcutta and Bom-
bay. The previous year, Reddi made the
!rst Indian multilingual (Telugu and Ta-
mil) sound !lm, Kalidas. The commer-
cially successful !lm, Lavakusa, was di-
rected by C. Pullaiah, in 1934. Socially
aware !lms such as Vande Mataram
(1939), which presented the problems
of uneven development, and Mala Pilla
(1938), on the issue of untouchability
and produced by Sri Sarathi Studios,
ruled the roost till India achieved Inde-
pendence in 1947. 

From then on, there was no going
back for the industry. Chitoor V. Na-
gaiah, the director, producer and wri-
ter, produced several classic movies in-
cluding Thyagaiah (1946). Telugu
production houses such as Vijaya Pro-
ductions of B. Nagi Reddy and A. Chak-
rapani, Vijaya Vauhini Studios of B.N.
Reddy, Bharani Pictures of Bhanumati
Ramakrishna, Prasad Art Pictures of
A.V. Subbarao, Annapurna Pictures of
D. Madhusudhana Rao, and Prasad Labs
of L.V. Prasad were set up. The industry
mostly made bilingual movies that ca-
tered to the Telugu and Tamil markets.
Over 300 !lms were released between

1950 and 1960. 

The big move to Hyderabad 
The industry’s perception began to
change when the Madras Legislative As-
sembly passed the Andhra State Act in
1953, to provide for the formation of the
State of Andhra Pradesh with Kurnool
as its capital. On November 1, 1956, And-
hra State and the Telangana region of
Hyderabad State were merged to form
the united Telugu-speaking State of
Andhra Pradesh. Yet, the industry,
which had built studios and !rmly esta-
blished itself in Madras, did not show a
keen interest in shifting to Hyderabad.
But the new State of Andhra Pradesh
opened up new markets for Telugu
!lms and the industry soon saw a rea-
son to expand. Soon after the !rst Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy, called for relocation of
the industry, Sarathi Studios was set up
in Hyderabad in 1959. Soon, more direc-
tors and producers followed suit. Pro-
minent among them was Akkineni Na-
geswara Rao, who built Annapurna
Studios in 1976, in an almost barren
stretch of land on the outskirts of Hyde-
rabad. By the 1970s and 1980s, except
for Bharani Pictures, all the production
houses had either moved to Andhra Pra-
desh or expanded. Hyderabad steadily
evolved as a hub for Telugu !lms. 

Creative director, producer and wri-
ter Pavani Prasad Sivalenka, 63, recalled
that period. While the industry pro-
duced movies in Madras, business hap-
pened in Andhra Pradesh, he said. Film
personalities preferred to stay in Chen-
nai but took lands o"ered by the And-
hra Pradesh government. “Some of
them shifted, but many of them secured
land in Hyderabad for future expansion.
There were others who got a second ad-
dress in Hyderabad but continued to
work in Madras. These include S.P. Bala-
subrahmanyam, K. Viswanath and Sob-
han Babu,” Prasad said. Some of the
younger actors preferred Hyderabad
and left Madras, he said. 

The industry expanded its roots in
Hyderabad under the leadership of
Chief Ministers Marri Chenna Reddy,
N.T. Rama Rao, N. Chandrababu Naidu
and Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy. Many pro-
duction houses came up after the crea-
tion of the new State of Andhra Pra-
desh, including Ramanaidu Studios,
Padmalaya Studios, Prasad Labs, and

Geeta Arts. 
A game-changing addition to this was

the 2,000-acre Ramoji Film City, which
was built in Hyderabad in 1996. It en-
tered the Guinness World Records as
the world’s biggest such facility. The in-
tegrated !lm city and thematic holiday
destination enabled small and big mo-
vies to be shot there. Hundreds of mo-
vies in Telugu, Hindi, Tamil and English
were made in Ramoji Film City. With
sets such as forests, gardens, hotels, a
railway station, an airport, apartment
blocks, mansions and workshops, the
!lm city emerged as a unique destina-
tion for !lm production houses from
across the world. 

The !lm city has about 1,200 em-
ployees, including 8,000 agents. The
non-production revenues too are huge
considering the entry ticket price,
which is ₹1,150 per head. Over 15 lakh
people visit Ramoji Film City every year.
The !lm city also handles about 400-
500 movies per annum in various In-
dian languages. On any given day, it has
the capacity to facilitate 15 shoots. Be-
sides serious production activity
throughout the year, the thematic holi-
day destination is !lled with people vis-
iting the sets of !lms like Baahubali and
Wild Wild West.

It was in the 1990s that the Telugu
!lm industry !nally called Hyderabad
its permanent home. Today, the indus-
try is estimated to be making over 300
!lms annually. The approximate reve-
nue from both Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana amounts to over ₹9,000 crore
per annum. Considering the pan-India
appeal of movies such as Rajamouli’s
Baahubali, the industry is estimated to
grow multifold in the coming years. It
took Tollywood more than half a centu-
ry to make the transition from Madras/

Chennai to Hyderabad. 

A divided Andhra Pradesh
In 2014, Parliament passed the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act, creating
the new State of Telangana. In the pro-
cess of bifurcation, Andhra Pradesh lost
its capital city Hyderabad and along
with it, the !lm industry. Hyderabad
was where prime businesses and invest-
ments took place. The !lm fraternity,
who are predominantly from Andhra
Pradesh, were comfortably settled in
Hyderabad. 

As the !rst Chief Minister of bifurcat-
ed Andhra Pradesh, N. Chandrababu
Naidu appealed to the !lm industry to
relocate slowly to Visakhapatnam, the
next best destination for !lmmaking.
However, the proposal did not garner
much interest. 

Former Andhra Pradesh Film Deve-
lopment Corporation (APFDC) chair-
man Ambica Krishna said Visakhapat-
nam has great potential to be a
destination for !lmmaking given its
beauty, topography and history. “Visak-
hapatnam is a better place for !lmmak-
ing than Hyderabad. It has a long asso-
ciation with the !lm industry. Hundreds
of !lms have been made in the city over
the past seven decades. We have identi-
!ed a 100-acre land around the city
where the !lm industry can develop.
Some senior actors had applied for land
here, but the e"orts did not fructify dur-
ing the previous government’s rule,”
she said. In fact, when the industry
moved from Madras, Visakhapatnam
was the location it initially considered.

Like Naidu, Reddy is now batting for
Visakhapatnam as a !lmmaking hub. Vi-
sakhapatnam, said many, has su%cient
infrastructure to house the industry.
Film shoots take place regularly. Rama-

naidu Studios is a fully equipped studio
on a hill top facing the sea coast on the
outskirts of Visakhapatnam. Over 100
!lm shoots each year, small and big,
take place at the 33-acre studio-cum-
!lm city, according to its manager Avi-
nash. “Most production houses come
here for indoor and outdoor shoots.
Most movies made here are in the Telu-
gu language. We also have several !lm-
makers from Odisha and West Bengal
coming here as these States are nearby,”
he said. The facility is reportedly attrac-
tive for low-budget !lmmakers as it is
50% less expensive compared to facili-
ties in Hyderabad. 

There is also a fully developed !lm
club, Vizag Film Nagar Cultural Center,
which has stayed active over the past
few years. The club intends to develop a
residential colony for the !lm fraternity
in Visakhapatnam. The General Manag-
er of the club, T.D.S. Hari, said, “We
have over 1,200 members in our club.
We are waiting for the government to
give us more details about its o"er of
land for the industry. If the decision is
delayed, we are prepared to buy land to
develop a Film Nagar here.” 

But is there equal enthusiasm among
the well-known !lm directors and pro-
ducers and actors? Director Geeta
Krishna, who has shot several !lms, in-
cluding the award-winning Sankeerta-
na, in and around Visakhapatnam, said
the o"er of land is de!nitely attractive
and will trigger a shift from Hyderabad.
“This was what happened when the in-
dustry moved from Madras. Many in the
industry took land and expanded their
facilities in Hyderabad. Eventually the
ecosystem was built over a period of
time. The same is likely to happen in Vi-
sakhapatnam. It took a long time to shift
to Hyderabad. The shift to Visakhapat-
nam may also take time,” he said.

Telangana won’t give up
What then of Hyderabad !lm city? The
Telangana government looks like it will
do everything necessary to keep the in-
dustry in good humour. At a time when
the Andhra Pradesh government has re-
duced movie ticket prices as well as the
number of shows, moves which will ne-
gatively impact the industry, the Telan-
gana government has allowed an in-
crease in the price of tickets and in the
number of shows. 

During the !lm release function of
the Pawan Kalyan-starrer Bheemla Naik,
Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao’s son K.T. Rama Rao, who is
Information Technology Minister, stat-
ed that the State government will do
everything it can to promote the !lm in-
dustry. “We will see to it that Hyderabad
becomes the national hub of the !lm in-
dustry. We are committed to extending
our full support to the industry,” he
said.

The !lm industry is feeling the pinch
in Andhra Pradesh. Upset over the deci-

sion regarding the pricing of tickets, ma-
ny in the industry wanted the govern-
ment to revoke the Government Order
put out in this regard. In December
2021, the Andhra Pradesh government
had brought out the Order to restrict
the price of movie tickets and number
of shows, arguing that movie makers
and theatres have been exploiting the
common man with high ticket rates and
more shows.

Minister for Information and Broad-
casting and Cinematography Minister
Perni Venkatramaiah (Nani) said that
the government would bring in changes
in the Cinematography Act to introduce
online movie ticketing, restrictions on
the number of shows, and caps on the
ticket price to control the exploitation.
The State government had announced
that it will initiate the process through
the Film Development Corporation. 

In response to the industry’s con-
cerns, articulated during the February
10 meeting, Reddy proposed to o"er a
few concessions to !lms with big bud-
gets of ₹100 crore or more with regard
to ticket pricing in the !rst week of re-
lease. He also favoured a proposal to
have !ve screenings per day.

The movie ticket pricing episode sits
rather uncomfortably with the sops an-
nounced by the Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister. While the government says its
decision was taken keeping in mind the
issue of a"ordability of entertainment
for the common man, some in the in-
dustry see it di"erently. Director Ram
Gopal Varma said that “the govern-
ment, while settling scores with its polit-
ical rivals, is punishing the entire indus-
try with new ticket prices and
restrictions on shows.” Such restric-
tions, he said, will de!nitely “impact
creative zeal and discourage distribu-
tors from investing in quality !lms that
would need big budgets.” 

Branding it as “vendetta politics”, di-
rector Geeta Krishna said, “I like the
Chief Minister’s policies in the manifes-
to but in my opinion, the government’s
decision on ticket pricing is a big blun-
der.” Such a decision will de!nitely im-
pact the industry post-COVID-19, he ad-
ded. There are movies whose total
worth would amount to over ₹5,000
crore waiting to be released any time
now. “The recent pan-India movie Push-
pa collected over ₹100 crore. The Telu-
gu industry is very important now and
is making a big impact across markets in
India. Considering the ground situation
and potential, it’s important for the
Andhra Pradesh government to incen-
tivise the !lm industry,” he added. 

The !lm industry wants to see the
Andhra government walk the talk on its
promises. To add to Reddy’s woes, the
Andhra Pradesh High Court has or-
dered the government not to move the
capital from Amaravati. This will likely
cast a shadow over his Visakhapatnam
dream city project for now.

A view of Ramanaidu Studios, located on the outskirts of Visakhapatnam on the coast of the Bay of Bengal. (Below): A !lm set being erected at Annapurna Studios in Hyderabad (!le photo). * DEEPAK K.R.; MOHAMMED YOUSUF

Is Telugu cinema set for a change of scene? 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy wants the Telugu !lm industry to relocate to Visakhapatnam from Hyderabad. While the sops he has o"ered are
attractive, there is reluctance in the industry to move. Appaji Reddem reports on a dilemma that the industry has faced once before  
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Government of India would
be bearing the medical cost
of the required treatments
for Harjot Singh who was
shot on Friday in Kyiv and is
currently hospitalised. India
evacuated around 1,000 stu-
dents from Kharkiv during a
brief pause in hostilities on
Wednesday. 

However, there has been
no forward movement in
the evacuation of the rest of
the students despite an
agreement reached by Rus-
sia and Ukraine during the
second round of discussion
in Belarus on Thursday. 

Following the discussion,
Dmytro Kuleba, Foreign Mi-
nister of Ukraine an-
nounced that Ukraine has
set up a helpline for foreign
students. 

“We have established an
emergency hotline for Afri-
can, Asian and other stu-
dents wishing to leave Uk-
raine because of Russia’s
invasion - +380934185684,”
Mr Kuleba said in a social
media post. 

“These buses are actually,
50 or 60 kms away from
where the students are.
They are frankly too far
away for them to just walk
and take it. Having the buses
is a good step but the key
step is not there which is
how do we get the students
from where they are in rela-
tive safety (of bomb shel-
ters),” said Mr. Bagchi. He
described this phase as the
“most di!cult” that can’t be
accomplished without se-
curity guarantees from both
sides. 

Mr. Bagchi explained that
India's primary focus re-
mains on getting the stu-
dents out in a safe and se-
cure manner. The o!cial
reiterated that an Indian na-
tional has already died in
the con"ict and therefore
New Delhi has reasons to be
cautious about the safety of
the students during the crit-
ical period of transiting
through the areas near Su-
my and Kharkiv.

He also assured that the

Halt hostilities for
evacuation, says India

Rights Council in Geneva,
and one at the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in Vienna.

The IAEA vote was partic-
ularly signi#cant as it relat-
ed to safety at four nuclear
power stations and a num-
ber of nuclear waste sites in-
cluding Chernobyl, as the
Russians seized control of
them. 

On Friday, Russian troops
captured another nuclear
power plant in Zaporizhzhia
after bombing the area,
which triggered more wor-
ries. 

IAEA Director General
Rafael Grossi said he was
“deeply concerned” with
the situation at the Zapo-
rizhzhia Nuclear power
plant and was in touch with
senior Ukrainian o!cials, as
the UN Security Council
planned to discuss the issue
on Friday. India’s vote on
the issue, as well as an up-
coming vote on a resolution
demanding humanitarian
access, due to be presented
at the UNSC next week, will
be watched closely.

They were mandated them
to “investigate all alleged
violations and abuses of hu-
man rights and violations of
international humanitarian
law, and related crimes, in
the context of the Russian
Federation’s aggression
against Ukraine”.

Only Russia and Eritrea
voted against the resolution.
Russia has denied targeting
civilian areas, and Russian
President Putin had accused
the Ukraine government of
attacks and human rights
violations in the Eastern
Donbas region to justify mil-
itary operations in Ukraine.

India did not speak after
the vote, but Permanent Re-
presentative of India to the
UN in Geneva Indramani
Pandey had addressed the
Council’s “urgent debate”
on the human rights situa-
tion prior to the vote on
Thursday.

The Modi government
has decided to abstain from
three votes at the UN Secur-
ity Council, two at the UN
General Assembly in New
York, two at the Human

India abstains from vote
to probe actions of Russia

Muhammad Ali Saif, a spo-
kesman for the Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa provincial go-
vernment, told AFP that the
blast was a “suicide attack”
and numerous witnesses re-
counted the moment of
detonation.

Ali Asghar saw a man en-
ter the mosque before Fri-
day prayers and open “#re
with a pistol”, picking out
the worshippers “one-by-
one”. He “then blew himself
up”, Mr. Asghar said.

“I saw a man #ring at two
policemen before he en-
tered the mosque. Seconds
later, I heard a big bang,”
said another witness, Zahid
Khan.

The head of Peshawar’s
bomb disposal unit, Rab Na-
waz Khan, told AFP that the
attacker detonated #ve to
eight kilogrammes of “high-
ly explosive TNT” packed
with ball bearings to amplify
the damage. An AFP repor-
ter saw body parts strewn at
the blast site, where desper-
ate family members were
held back by the police.

Peshawar police chief
Muhammad Ijaz Khan told
AFP two attackers were in-
volved. 

He said two police o!c-
ers were shot at the en-
trance of the mosque. “One
policeman died on the spot
while the other was critical-
ly injured,” he said.

Muhammad Asim Khan,
a spokesman for Peshawar’s
Lady Reading Hospital, said,
“We have declared an emer-
gency at the hospitals and
more injured are being
brought”.

PM condemns attack 
A spokesman for Prime Mi-
nister Imran Khan’s o!ce
said he “strongly con-
demned” the attack.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for
the bombing.

Peshawar, just 50 km
from the porous border
with Afghanistan, was a fre-
quent target of militants in
the early 2010s but security
has greatly improved in re-
cent years.

56 killed, 194 injured in
blast at Pak. Shia mosque

People rushing an injured to a hospital after the bomb blast
in a mosque in Peshawar, Pakistan on Friday. * REUTERS

The Supreme Court on
March 4 orally suggested to
the government to open up
online helplines so that pa-
rents and families can know
the whereabouts of students
and Indian nationals making
their way out of con"ict
zones in Ukraine.

“We are concerned... You
can keep an online helpline
so that parents, families can
know where the students
are... Some State govern-
ments are doing it in their
State bhavana... Trying to
contact children. You work
out something, we are not
passing any orders,” Chief
Justice of India N.V. Ramana,
heading a three-judge
Bench, addressed Attorney
General K.K. Venugopal, ap-
pearing for the Centre.

Mr. Venugopal defensively
said the court could be as-
sured that the “government

is as concerned as Your Lord-
ships” about the safety and
evacuation of Indians com-
ing out of Ukraine.

“Please understand we
appreciate what the govern-
ment is doing but at the same
time we are concerned about
the anxiety of parents, fami-
lies of these children,” the
Chief Justice responded.

“Your Lordships concern
will certainly be taken into
account,” Mr. Venugopal
said. 

During the hearing, the
CJI explained it was “unfor-
tunate that we have not
learnt the lessons from histo-
ry about human race #ghting
wars and killing people... I
know that con"icts can be re-
solved... However, here we
have no say in that issue...
But our anxiety is how to
save lives of students and In-
dians caught in the zone”.

Mr. Venugopal said 17,000
Indians had already been

evacuated. He said the go-
vernment was “tackling the
problem” and the remaining
students would also be swift-
ly evacuated. 

The top law o!cer said
the Prime Minister had held
a meeting with Cabinet Mi-
nisters to further pursue the
cause of evacuation and en-
sure that it was completed
swiftly.

“The government of India
has previous experience...

From Kuwait, a lakh of per-
sons were evacuated,” Mr.
Venugopal said.

Fatima Ahana’s rescue
The court acknowledged the
e$orts made by the govern-
ment in the successful evac-
uation of a medical student,
Fatima Ahana, and others in
her group who were crossing
over to Moldova from
Ukraine.

Senior advocate A.M.

the court’s concern for the
students. Mr. Mishra had in
turn reached out to Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia,
who was present in Romania
and in charge of the evacua-
tion operations there. Mr.
Scindia and his team had
contacted Ms. Ahana on her
mobile phone.

“We sincerely thank you
for taking personal interest
in resolving this issue,” the
Chief Justice told Mr. Venu-
gopal. Mr. Dhar also ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
Attorney General on behalf
of the student’s family.

The Bench asked the At-
torney General to inform
Central government lawyers
in the various States to con-
vey to the Chief Justices of
High Courts not to entertain
similar petitions as the Su-
preme Court was already
seized of the issue.

The court listed the case
for hearing on March 11. 

Dhar, the lawyer for Ms. Aha-
na, a medical student at
Odessa in Ukraine, had made
an urgent plea before the Su-
preme Court on Thursday to
intervene with the govern-
ment for their evacuation.
Ms. Ahana’s side had said the
students were stuck at the
Ukraine-Moldova border in
freezing cold without food,
water or money.

The court had immediate-
ly asked Mr. Venugopal to
use his good o!ces and com-
municate with the govern-
ment about the students’
plight.

Brie#ng the court on Fri-
day, Mr. Venugopal said Ms.
Ahana and her group were
already in Romania, from
where they would "y out to
reach India on March 4
night.

Mr. Venugopal said he had
on March 3 informed P.K.
Mishra, Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister, about

Open helplines for kin of Indian nationals: SC
Acknowledging Centre’s e!orts in Ukraine crisis so far, court asks govt. to take families of stranded students into con"dence 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Sigh of relief: Relatives greeting Indian nationals evacuated
from Ukraine, upon their arrival in New Delhi on Friday. * PTI

Over 3,700 Indians returned
on Friday on 17 special
"ights after "eeing Ukraine
and reaching its neighbour-
ing countries.

As part of the govern-
ment’s ‘Operation Ganga’,
14 civilian "ights mounted
by Indian airlines brought
back 3,142 people and three
C-17 "ights by the Indian Air
Force brought back 630 In-
dians from Romania, Hun-
gary, Slovakia and Poland.

Four more C-17 aircraft
are expected to reach India
late on Friday night and ear-
ly on Saturday.

Eleven special "ights are
expected to bring back over
2,200 Indians on Saturday,
which include #ve "ights
from Budapest, two from

Rzeszow and four from Su-
ceava. About 9,364 Indians
have been evacuated so far,
according to a statement
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. These include se-
ven "ights of C-17, which
have also taken 9.7 tonnes of
relief material.

Operation Ganga brings
back over 3,700 Indians
2,200 more people expected today
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Indian students on an
aircraft after being
evacuated from Ukraine.

The fate of several hundreds
of students at Sumy in east-
ern Ukraine hangs in the ba-
lance as there was little pro-
gress on a “humanitarian
corridor” for evacuation of
civilians on Friday, while stu-
dents who were able to
reach Pesochin from Kharkiv
after an advisory continued
to leave for the western bor-
der on privately arranged
buses. 

“There were air-strikes
and bombings on Sumy yes-
terday, which led to power
and water supply being cut-
o$. We spent the entire night
without electricity, and we
can’t cook without water,”
says Shivangi Jaiswal.

She says that unlike Khar-
kiv, where there was some
movement because of a train

station, Sumy is cut o$ from
all sides as roads and rail
tracks have been damaged,
entrapping students in their
hostel bunkers.

On Thursday, Russia and
Ukraine agreed to create hu-
manitarian corridors for
evacuation of civilians. But
Ministry of External A$airs

spokesperson Arindam Bag-
chi said at a press interaction
on Friday that there would
be di!culties in evacuating
students from an active con-
"ict zone until there was a
cease#re. 

Reacting to these com-
ments from Sumy, Zara Azan
said, “the government says

they are waiting for us at the
borders. I want to ask them,
if you can’t brave the shelling
to reach us, then how do you
expect young college stu-
dents to make their way to
the border.”

In Pesochin, where nearly
1,200 students "ed to from
Kharkiv following a govern-
ment advisory, students con-
tinued to leave for the west-
ern border on privately
arranged buses for which
they have paid from their
own pocket. They were ear-
lier expecting that they
would be able to make their
escape through the border
with Russia on buses they
believed the embassy would
arrange for them. “There is
no information yet from the
embassy on an exit plan for
us through Russia,” said Mo-
hamed Thaha Sheikh.

In Sumy, students await govt. response
Their lives are at stake with no progress on ‘humanitarian corridor’ for evacuation

O!cials said it would be di!cult to evacuate students from
con"ict zones until there was a cease#re. * REUTERS

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Playing out a video of a
group of students in Sumy, a
city in northeastern Uk-
raine, pleading for help
from the Government of In-
dia, the Congress on Friday
asked why India had not
been able to ensure a safe
passage for the students.

Addressing a joint press
conference, party spokes-
persons Gurdeep Sappal
and Shama Mohamed said
that though the four Minis-
ters of the Narendra Modi
government were expected
to speed up the evacuation
process, they had been in-
dulging in “chest thumping”
and PR exercise. 

“You saw the video at the
beginning of the press con-
ference in which the boy is
literally crying for help. But
these cries of pain neither

reach the Prime Minister
nor his government,” Mr.
Sappal said.

“Modi ji speaks to both
Russian and Ukrainian Pre-
sidents. Has he spoken
about a safe passage for our
students and if yes, what is
the problem to have this
passage?” he added. 

Mr. Sappal reiterated his
party’s demand that the go-
vernment should disclose
the number of students res-
cued from Ukraine and how
many were still stranded.

When pointed out that
Congress MPs including Ra-
hul Gandhi had appreciated
India’s evacuation e$ort,
Mr. Sappal said, “We will
support whatever steps the
Government of India takes
to get back our children. But
the problem is that the go-
vernment is not giving out
basic information”.

Cong. questions delay 
in rescue operations
‘Ministers resorting to PR exercise’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion has written to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day, seeking his intervention
to end the uncertainty about
the future of Indian medical
students whose studies have
been disrupted in war-hit
Ukraine.

The Association is seek-
ing, as a one-time measure,
to accommodate the stu-
dents at Indian institutions
to complete their education.

Proper certi!cates 
“This will also need the vali-
dation of certi#cation which
has been made by the com-
petent academic authorities
of the medical schools
where they were originally
admitted in medical schools

in Ukraine whereby the pro-
gression of theirs’ would be
permissible in Indian medi-
cal schools. On passing out
they will be Indian medical
graduates and not foreign
medical graduates,’’ the As-
sociation said.

The number of medical

students who have sought
admission to medical colleg-
es/schools in Ukraine is sub-
stantial and they are at va-
rious stages of their
progression, the Association
said.

Uncertain future 
The medical body added
that it is uncertain when the
existing situation in Ukraine
will be resolved.

The letter said it is di!-
cult to predict how long it
will take to restore normalcy
in that country and hence
how long the stranded stu-
dents at various stages of
their education will face un-
certainty. 

“The Association is con-
cerned about the fate and fu-
ture of all these medical stu-
dents,’’ the letter said.

Admit students from Ukraine
in Indian institutions, says IMA 
Letter to PM #ags uncertain situation in war-hit country 

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

A group of students from a
medical university in Ukraine
arriving in Chennai.

Amid the deepening crisis
in Ukraine, the 12th edition
of DefExpo scheduled to be
held in Gujarat next week
has been postponed, the
Defence Ministry an-
nounced on Friday. 

“Due to logistics pro-
blems being experienced
by participants, the DefEx-
po2022 proposed to be
held in Gandhinagar, Guja-
rat, from March 10th till
March 14th is postponed,”
the Defence Ministry Spo-
kesperson said on Twitter.

O!cials sources said
some of the participating
countries had di!culty in
scheduling their travel due
to the ongoing crisis situa-
tion in Ukraine.

Next week’s
DefExpo
postponed
Special Correspondent

NEW DELH

Modi chairs meeting on
situation in Ukraine 
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday chaired a
meeting to review the
Ukraine crisis amid the
ongoing exercise to evacuate
Indian nationals, mostly
students, from the country
facing attack from Russia.
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and another Union
minister Piyush Goyal were
part of the meeting besides
top officials, including NSA
Ajit Doval. PTI

IN BRIEF

‘Will fund Delhi-Agartala
airfare of students’
AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb said on Friday that
he would fund the
Delhi-Agartala airfare of
students of the State, who
are returning from
war-ravaged Ukraine. “I am
always indebted to the
people of Tripura for their
unconditional blessings and
affection. As a humble token
of gratitude, I have decided
to contribute from my salary
for the airfare of
Delhi-Agartala flights for the
students who are returning
from Ukraine,” he tweeted. PTI

Mamata worried over the
plight of Indian students
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
said she was worried about
the lives of Indian students
held up in Ukraine and asked
why it was taking “so much
time to bring them back”. “I
am very much worried about
the lives of the Indian
students held up in Ukraine.
Life is very precious,” Ms.
Banerjee said on Twitter.
“Why was not things done
earlier?” she added. The
Trinamool Congress
chairperson urged the
“Central government that
adequate number of flights
be arranged immediately”.

This year, Shreya Datta is vis-
iting the International Kolka-
ta Book Fair not as a book
lover but a researcher. “Do
you have any literary works
on the pandemic?” the MPhil
scholar, studying compara-
tive literature and translation
at the Central University of
Gujarat, asks at every stall
she steps into.

Considering that it has
been two long years since
COVID-19 struck, the answer
is more often than not in the
a!rmative. Her quest, to ex-
amine pandemic literature as
a genre, originated during
the lockdown-forced migra-
tion and is driven by her
need to collect itihasa,
which she believes is di$e-
rent from the western con-

cept of history.
“History is just facts, itiha-

sa has a narrative along with
facts,” says Ms. Datta, whose
e$orts have yielded rich re-
sults. “My collection is alrea-
dy big. If I have to choose the
important ones, then I would
say Labour Train by Manjira
Saha; Uran Little Magazine;
Itihase Mahamari Mannan-
tar, edited by Nandita Sen-

gupta; Dussamayer Dinalipi
by Sankar; Pandemic and the
Politics of Life by Ranabir Sa-
maddar; and Katha Haranor
Journal by Nasrin Nazma, a
COVID warrior herself.”

The pandemic, needless
to say, is making its presence
felt at the fair — be it on the
spines of several books, or in
the form of face masks, or
the general mood at the

event that’s being held at
Central Park in Salt Lake Ci-
ty. The crowds are back, but
not enough yet to kick up
dust, but these are still early
days — the fair will go on till
March 13.

Online boost
“The fact that the fair is be-
ing held, even if after a gap of
two years, that itself is an in-
dication that humankind is
stronger than the virus,” said
Moumita Bhattacharyya,
proprietor of Rik Prakashani,
a small publishing house.
“But if you ask me, the pan-
demic seems to have worked
in our favour. Our books are
available online and our sales
were quite good during the
last two years because I think
many people rediscovered
their reading habit.”

COVID-19 makes its presence felt at Kolkata book fair 

From pandemic literature to the ubiquitous mask, Kolkatans embrace new normal 

People visiting the Kolkata book fair. * PTI 

Bishwanath Ghosh

Kolkata
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The stakes for the Congress
are higher than arch-rival
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in the second and !nal phase
of polling for 22 Assembly
seats in Manipur on March 5.

The Imphal and Jiribam
Valleys together have 11 of
these seats. The hills around,
mostly dominated by the Na-
gas, account for the remain-
ing 11 constituencies.

The Congress had won 12
of these 22 seats in the 2017
polls — eight across Imphal
valley and four in the Naga-
majority hills. The BJP could
muster three of the second
phase seats !ve years ago,
one of them in the Naga hills. 

“The people have seen
through the machinations of
the BJP. If the election is free

and fair, we have every
chance of doing better than
retaining our seats,” State
Congress president Namei-
rakpam Loken Singh said. 

The Congress has a few
heavyweights in this phase,
led by former Chief Minister
Okram Ibobi Singh contest-
ing the Thoubal seat, and
former State party president
Gaikhangam (Nungba). 

But a couple of its MLAs in
this phase are now BJP candi-
dates while Md Abdul Nasir,
the party’s most prominent
Muslim face until recently, is
the Janata Dal-United ( JD-U)
candidate from the Muslim-
majority Lilong seat. 

Muslims hold the key in at
least !ve of the second phase
valley seats, including the
only one in Jiribam with a
sizeable number of Bengali-

speaking Muslims. The BJP,
too, is upbeat about doing
much better in the phase 2
seats than in 2017. “The sit-
uation today is way di"erent
than what it was !ve years
ago. Our development agen-
da has appealed to the peo-
ple, a majority of whom have
been bene!ted by our
schemes,” State BJP presi-
dent A. Sharda Devi said.

Apart from bagging most
of the valley seats, the saf-
fron party hopes to expand
its footprint in the hills
where Nagas call the shots in
nine seats, while their popu-
lation is almost the same as
the Kuki-Zomi tribes in two
seats (Chandel and Tengnou-
pal). The BJP is contesting all
the 11 seats in the hills, much
to the annoyance of ally Naga
People’s Front (NPF) that

had won four seats in 2017.
The NPF is con!dent of an
improved show, banking on
its “Naga connection” and its
push for the resolution of the
“Indo-Naga political issue”
hanging !re since 1997.

The issue pertains to the
peace process with the extre-
mist National Socialist Coun-

cil of Nagalim or NSCN(Isak-
Muivah). 

Thuingaleng Muivah, the
general secretary of the out-
!t, hails from Somdal village
in Ukhrul district, the epi-
centre of Naga politics, but
his homecoming has been
stalled by the Manipur go-
vernment for decades. 

The NPF is not the only
party challenging both the
BJP and Congress. The Na-
tional People’s Party, which
had won two of the second
phase seats in 2017, and the
JD(U) are expected to put up
a sti" !ght in some seats. 

Of the total candidates, 22
are of the BJP, 18 of Congress,

phase candidates is in the
hands of 8,47,400 electors. 

Along with the 22 consti-
tuencies, re-polling will be
held in 12 polling stations in
!ve of the 38 Assembly seats
that went to the polls in the
!rst phase on February 28. 

The counting of votes will
take place on March 10.

11 of NPP, ten each of JD(U)
and NPF, three of Republican
Party of India-Athawale, two
each of Shiv Sena and Na-
tionalist Congress Party, one
each of Rashtriya Janhit
Sangharsh Party and CPI,
and 12 independent candi-
dates. 

The fate of these second-

Higher stakes for Congress in second phase of Manipur election 
Of the 22 seats in the !nal phase, there are 11 seats each in
the valleys and the mostly Naga-dominated hills

Rahul Karmakar

GUWAHATI

Citizen’s choice: Voters during the !rst phase of Manipur State
elections in Imphal, on February 28, 2022. * AP

FINAL PHASE

EC bars Abbas from campaigning
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission on
Friday banned Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP)
candidate from Mau, Abbas
Ansari, from campaigning for
24 hours for a recent speech
threatening o"cers. The EC
took action against Mr. Ansari,

whose party is in alliance with the Samajwadi
Party, for a recent speech where he said he had
told SP chief Akhilesh Yadav not to transfer
o"cers for six months, assuming the SP wins the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections, so that scores
could be settled. In its order, the EC noted that
the speech was in violation of the Model Code of
Conduct.The EC said a notice had been sent to Mr.
Ansari by the Mau Returning O"cer on Thursday,
however, no reply was received. The EC barred
him from public meetings, processions, rallies,
road shows and public utterances with regard to
the polls for 24 hours from 7 p.m. Friday. 

POLLPOURRI

<>The SP chief
sees one

community with
one eye and one
caste with the other
AMIT SHAH
MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS

<>There is no
question of

caste, the SP will
take along all
human beings
MULAYAM SINGH YADAV
SAMAJWADI PARTY FOUNDER

After six rounds of intense
battle for Uttar Pradesh, the
most backward castes
(MBCs) have emerged as the
X factor. Hard to impress,
di#cult to retain, the dozen-
odd castes will prove to be
decisive in the !nal out-
come. Understanding their
mind is only slightly easier
than making jaggery, the
popular sweet that is o"ered
to every guest with water.

One belt seems swinging
in favour of the BJP, the oth-
er seems swayed by the Sa-
majwadi Party. And some-
times, the tone gets so
satirical that you feel that
you are being played. The SP
feels buoyed for, last time
the Rajbhars, the Nishads,
the Nonia Chauhans and the
Kashyaps had deserted
them. The BJP is trying to
hold them by showing them
the bulldozer, a symbol of se-
curity, and reminding them
of the ration that reached
them during the pandemic
through the conveyor belt
connected to the Double
Engine.

However, in private, both
describe them as blackmail-
ers on whom huge amounts
are being splurged so that
they remain in good hu-
mour, at least till the EVM
button is pressed.

Best bargain 
There are inherent contrad-
ictions in the arguments that
members of these castes o"-
er but they don’t care. Their
only interest seem to be
where they could get the
best bargain. For some, get-
ting more share in job reser-
vation is the only road for
progress. They feel that the
BJP didn’t keep the promises
made in 2017 and hence they
are headed to the SP al-
liance. However, there are
those, for whom security
and welfare schemes are pa-
ramount, particularly the
housing scheme, where the
BJP has delivered well.

For instance, Rajbhars at-
tack the BJP for appropriat-

ing their king Suheldev and
turn him into Kshatriya. Ac-
cording to legends, Suheldev
defeated a Ghaznavaid gen-
eral. “Why don’t the BJP lea-
dership address him as Su-
heldev Rajbhar,” asks
Ramesh Rajbhar in Nevada
village. “Even the stamp the
government released in his
memory had no mention of
Rajbhar.”

But their leadership talks
of “Jo Jaano Woh Mano [be-
lieve what you see],” the typ-
ical Buddhist and Ambedka-
rite thought. It is because the
SBSP’s top leadership was in-
itiated into politics by Bahu-
jan Samaj Party founder
Kanshi Ram. “The mission is
to save the Constitution,”
said Sanjay Rajbhar, coordi-
nator of the Azamgarh zone
of the Suheldev Bharatiya Sa-
maj Party. “We want a caste
census and division of OBC
bracket of 27% into three
layers of 7%, 9% and 11%.
Even if we get 2% reserva-
tion, it will go a long way in
the progress of the commun-
ity.” He agreed that it would
be di#cult to negotiate with
their new friends, the Ya-
davs, as they used to get the
highest chunk of jobs when
the SP was in power. 

In the same vein, the la-
wyer, a close con!dant of
SBSP founder Omprakash

Rajbhar, agreed that his
community was notorious
for voting for liquor. At the
Yogi Aditynanath rally in Ji-
yanpur, one met several
Rajbhars who were rooting
for ‘Yogi’s bulldozers’ that
were on display. “They are
meant for who have squat-
ted on government’s land.
The BJP has taken good care
of us,” was the common re-
frain. However, Mr. Rajbhar
said it was just a ploy to earn
some money in the election
season. “As we are a small
party, we can’t distribute
money. The BJP has looted a
lot, let it splurge some of it
on those who su"ered the
most during the pandemic,”
he said.

Disillusioned section
Similarly, the Nishads relate
their glorious mention in the
Ramayan but have this time
rediscovered their icon
Phoolan Devi. Chandrika
Nishad, an SP post holder in
the Dohrighat area remind-
ed it was the Samajwadi Par-
ty that sent the dacoit-
turned-politician to the Par-
liament. He said Sanjay
Nishad of the Nishad Party
who had aligned with the
BJP had sold the interests of
the community. 

The Sonkars, the com-
munity of fruit and vegetable

sellers who come under
Scheduled Castes, have tra-
ditionally voted for the BJP
but this time there is a sec-
tion that seemed disillu-
sioned. “I agree we don’t
have land but we are depen-
dent on farmers. “If they do
well, we will get the right
produce and price of the
fruits and vegetables we
sell,” said Sanjay Sonkar,
pradhan of Jameelpur village
in Azamgarh.

In Itaura Dayal village, the
Rajbhars complained of Ram
Achal Rajbhar, who has
switched from the BSP, for
letting them down by ignor-
ing their interests and behav-
ing like “the elite”. Ramnaval
Chauhan, who ran a tiny
dhaba for daily wagers in the
Madhuvan constituency of
Mau, said they pushed Dara
Chauhan as their representa-
tive but he failed to secure
the community’s interests.
“He was less than ordinary
but when he reached the As-
sembly, he only !lled his
belly.”

Mr. Ramnaval Chauhan
said the BJP had provided
them security from extor-
tionists. “For the !rst time, I
have seen welfare schemes
reaching the poor as they are
meant to be. If the govern-
ment would spend so much
on us, there is bound to be
some in$ation. People don’t
notice that the daily wage
has also increased,” he said.

It is only Om Prakash
Rajbhar who has somehow
escaped the criticism of his
community. Perhaps, be-
cause he left the BJP ship
when it was sailing on placid
waters. Observers feel it is
the Rajbhars who are mobil-
ised the most against the BJP
and the SP has done well to
give the party 18 seats from
its share including the con-
tentious ones like Mau
where the SBSP has !elded
Abbas Ansari, son of don
Mukhtar Ansari, the center-
piece of BJP’s anti-Muslim
ma!a narrative. The Rajb-
hars are eloquently defend-
ing this newfound bonhomie
with Muslims. 

MBCs the X factor in 2022 U.P. polls 
Rajbhars, Nishads, Nonia Chauhans and Sonkars to play decisive role in outcome

Proud supporter: Ramnaval Chauhan, a Nonia Chauhan, who
runs a dhaba in Dohrighat roots for the BJP. * ANUJ KUMAR

Anuj Kumar

Gorakhpur/ Mau/ Azamgarh

Alleging that militant out!ts
are intimidating voters to
in$uence the ongoing
Assembly polls in Manipur,
the Congress on Friday
approached the Election
Commission (EC) to ensure a
free and fair poll.

The Congress delegation,
that met the EC ahead of the
second phase polling on

Saturday, took up the issue
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led State government
releasing funds to militant
groups under the
suspension of operation
agreement in violation of the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) that is in force. The
delegation, comprising of
senior AICC observer for
Manipur, Jairam Ramesh
and former Law Minister

Salman Khurshid, met the
Chief Election
Commissioner and two
Election Commissioners.

The party also $agged a
statement issued by the
president of the banned
Kuki National Organisation,
asking electors to vote for
the BJP and threatening
them with dire
consequences if they did not
comply. 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Ensure fair polls: Cong. to EC

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh’s campaign pitch for
the seventh and last phase of
Assembly polls in the crucial
State of Uttar Pradesh was
peppered with references to
the Russia-Ukraine war, the
Galwan Valley clash between
India and China, and the free
rations provided by the go-
vernment. 

Speaking in Malhani in
Jaunpur district, where the
Bahujan Samaj Party’s (BSP)

Dhananjay Singh is tipped to
win, Mr. Singh referenced
the Russia-Ukraine war in
the context of the Centre’s
Operation Ganga for the
evacuation of Indian nation-
als stuck in war-torn Uk-
raine. “Prime Minister Mo-
di’s actions have enhanced
India’s reputation interna-
tionally,” he said at all three
rallies — one in Janunpur and
two in Chandauli district —
that he addressed on Friday.

In Sakaldia in Chandauli,
he spoke of the Galwan Val-
ley clash between India and
China, and attacked what he
termed the Opposition’s lack
of faith in the Indian Army. 

“The Opposition has con-

tinuously questioned wheth-
er our brave soldiers got the
better of the Chinese, des-
pite all evidence attesting to
the acts of valour. In my
statement in Parliament, be-

cause of diplomatic nuances,
I did not speak of the casual-
ty !gures of the Chinese. But
truth cannot be hidden for
long, and an Australian new-
spaper, The Klaxon, investi-
gated on its own and said
that, in fact, Chinese casual-
ties were between 38-50. Our
own casualty !gures are
well-known, of course. The
Opposition needs to intros-
pect,” he said to applause. 

His best turn was reserved
for Chakia constituency,
where his village, Bhabhaura
is located. Mr. Singh’s heli-
copter landed on the playing
!eld of his school, Aditya In-
ter College. “We used to play
on these grounds,” Mr. Singh

told this correspondent with
a wistful look. 

On the stage, Mr. Singh
spoke of the free grain
scheme provided both by the
Centre under the Pradhan
Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojana
and a State government
scheme. 

“COVID-19 arrived and the
whole world was hit hard. A
country like America is see-
ing historic levels of in$a-
tion, the highest in 40 years,
but in India, bhook se chhut-
kara dilaya hai Mod-ji ne
(Modi has provided freedom
from hunger),” he said. 

Moving on from the chal-
lenges of COVID-19, he said
that the war between Uk-

raine and Russia could also
result in hardship as uncer-
tainty prevailed over fuel
and gas prices, adding that
the Modi government would
overcome those challenges,
too.

“Ab Chakia main hain to
sab kuch saaf saaf batai dein
(now that I’m in Chakia, I
want to do some plain speak-
ing),” he said in Bhojpuri. 

The rally in Chakia was
not just the last rally of the
day for Mr. Singh but the last
of the rallies addressed in the
long seven-phase polls in
U.P., with voting slated to
conclude on March 7, and
the results to be declared on
March 10. 

In U.P. rally, Rajnath speaks of India’s valour on global stage

Nistula Hebbar

JAUNPUR AND CHANDAULI

Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister
also highlights
Operation Ganga
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(set by Karaoke)

Never go o! the grid.
Come solve online. We are digital now.

@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

! ACROSS
1 0-9 students hate to score (6-5)

9 Implicate doctor in emergency room operation incident lapse

primarily (7)

10 The body part that can turn either way (7)

11 Bank rate eclipsed distress recovery sign (5)

12 Offer to look back into risky venture (9)

13 Reviewing puzzle without answer? Write differently (5)

15 Variety of rebates on food (5,4)

18 They decide the winners by draw in split second (3-6)

21 Side dish served up in party in air regularly (5)

22 180°! (5,4)

24 Unhappy man leaves mortal to become ascetic (5)

26 Duettos composed in shelter (7)

27 Oddly stupid children end it all (7)

28 Lodger staying up with girl friends essentially in disguise (6,5)

! DOWN

1 Have doubts about returning sailor with all birds leaving skuas heartily

(5,1,3)

2 Celebrity almost grabs honour (5)

3 Floater at sea sheltered very good nurse (4,5)

4 Daughter given sedative !nally on the organ to give birth (7)

5 African native, good or bad associate? (7)

6 Giant stretch, I hear (5)

7 Alien broadcast endless secrets of one and all other people? (2,6)

8 You say this when freezing bishop comes with many rooks (4)

14 Unwanted switch of poles gets grape variety (8)

16 Dreadful night to admit impulsive defeat (9)

17 Windy apartment gets upper-class lease housing central banks (9)

19 Incorporate small particle in some detailed analysis (7)

20 Some say — no, let it stand over headgear (7)

22 Reject franchise cycling backwards (4)

23 Supply drug to queen in person at !rst (5)

25 Liquefy bomb, diffuse valency basically (2-3)

SCAN TO PLAY

+ 13496
SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 13495 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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The Upanishads teach the highest knowledge, Brahma Vi-
dya, in many ways. Sometimes it is taught to deserving and
keen disciples by realised sages and rishis who have gained
insight into this knowledge through the revelations they
have felt when steeped in meditation. At times Brahma,
Brighu, Yama, etc, are also shown to impart this vidya to
their disciples. 

The traditional method followed when imparting this vi-
dya that confers the highest good for the jiva, salvation, is
governed by very high ideals and norms that are to be im-
bibed and practised by both the acharya and sishya, pointed
out Asuri Sri Madhavachariar in a discourse. In this way, this
knowledge has been preserved and handed down in its pris-
tine state without distortions to posterity. So, it is important
that the acharya has to be selective about the nature and ca-
libre of the disciple. This he ascertains through meticulous
testing. The sishya, for his part, is expected to remain hum-
ble when seeking this knowledge, and with extreme pa-
tience imbibe and contemplate on what is taught. 

For instance, Brahma as the teacher does not directly im-
part the knowledge to his disciples Indra and Virochana. He
!rst teaches one aspect and makes them contemplate on
what is taught. Virochana thinks he has gained the know-
ledge and goes away satis!ed. But Indra is not so sure about
it and gets back to Brahma many times for further clari!ca-
tion until he attains the knowledge. Yama tests Nachiketas
on many counts, and only after he is satis!ed does he teach
him the knowledge. The Lord tests Arjuna at every stage in
accordance with the established code and after explaining
the paths of karma, jnana and bhakti, concludes instruction
with the esoteric path of surrender for the jiva’s salvation.

FAITH

Conventional learning code 

With J&K authorities allow-
ing congregational Friday
prayers at the historic Jamia
Masjid in Srinagar after 30
weeks, crowds of men and
women joined the prayers.
The worshippers were seen
praying for the welfare of pe-
ople of Kashmir.

Religious scholar and cler-
ic Moulana Ahmad Syed
Naqshbandi delivered the
Friday sermon and demand-
ed the immediate release of
the chief cleric Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq “to resume his
religious duties” at the cen-
tral mosque.

“The pulpit has been ren-
dered silent, which is caus-
ing hurt and sorrow to peo-
ple. The Mirwaiz should be
immediately released as the

holy month of Ramzan is ap-
proaching,” Mr. Naqshbandi
said.

“The repeated ban on Fri-
day prayers at the grand
mosque without any reason
is a cause of anxiety and
restlessness among people
and violation of their funda-

mental human right to prac-
tice religion,” Mr. Naqshban-
di said.

Elderly men and women,
many in tears, welcomed the
government’s move to allow
Friday prayers at the mos-
que, which accommodates
over 50,000 worshippers.

Friday prayers allowed at 
Jamia Masjid after 30 weeks
Crowds throng historic mosque, welcome govt. move

Peerzada Ashiq

SRINAGAR

People praying inside Jamia Masjid that remained closed for
nearly eight months due to the pandemic curbs. * NISSAR AHMAD

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has arrested
Ahmed A.R. Buhari, promo-
ter of Chennai-based Coas-
tal Energy Private Limited
(CEPL), in a money-launder-
ing case involving overval-
uation of coal imported for
supply to public sector un-
dertakings (PSUs). 

The ED probe is based on
a First Information Report
registered by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation against
Mr. Buhari and others,
which included unknown
o"cials of the National
Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC), the Metals and Min-
erals Trading Corporation
(MMTC) and Aravali Power
Company Private Limited
(APCPL).

According to the ED, Mr.
Buhari controlled CEPL,

Coastal Energen Private Li-
mited, Coal & Oil Group (Du-
bai) and other o#shore enti-
ties located in Mauritius and
the British Virgin Islands.
The public sector undertak-
ings were supplied coal of
lower calori!c value, in-
stead of the higher speci!ca-
tion for which tenders were
$oated and executed by the
CEPL or MMTC. The coal
was supplied by CEPL either
directly or through MMTC. 

The ED alleged that Mr.
Buhari generated ₹564.48
crore from the overvalua-
tion of coal. He diverted
₹557.25 crore through CEPL
and CNO Group entities, the
United Arab Emirates, and
routed the same back to In-
dia via Precious Energy
Holdings and Mutiara Ener-
gy Holdings (Mauritius) to
invest in Coastal Energen,
India.

ED arrests promoter of
CEPL in coal import case
‘Low quality coal was supplied to PSUs’ 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

At least 10 people were killed
and several others injured in
a powerful blast at an illegal
!recracker factory running
in a three-storied building at
Kajbalichak under Tatarpur
police station of Bhagalpur
district in Bihar. The inci-
dent happened late on
March 3.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar expressed
grief over the incident and
o#ered condolences to the
families of people died in the
explosion.

“Prima facie it appears
that the explosion took place

because of illegal !recracker
factory running in a house”,
said Bhagalpur district ma-
gistrate Subrat Kumar Sen. 

Rescue operation are in

operation and debris of the
houses collapsed in the ex-
plosion are being removed
from JCB machines, he ad-
ded. 

Locals, however, said the
death toll may rise after re-
moval of debris and as many
as 12 injured people are ad-
mitted at Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College and Hospital
in Bhagalpur. 

“Five people had died on
the spot while others are in
the hospital. We were asleep
when a powerful explosion
shook us in our bed and we
ran outside to save our live”,
said Nirmal Kumar whose
house was damaged in the
explosion. 

All top district administra-
tive o"cials and an FSL (fo-
rensic) team reached the
spot, and later a probe was
ordered into the incident.

10 killed, several injured in Bihar blast

A volunteer near a damaged house after a massive explosion
ripped through a three-storey building in Bhagalpur. * PTI 

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

The death of a 19-year-old
student by suicide in the
Burdwan town of West Ben-
gal has brought to fore alle-
gations of intimidation by
supporters of the ruling Tri-
namool Congress. 

Tuhina Khatun, a student
of Burdwan Raj College, was
found dead at her house in
Ward Number 27 of the
Burdwan Municipality late
on March 2. The family
members of the woman ac-
cused Bashir Ahmed, the
newly elected local Trina-

mool councillor of intimidat-
ing the young woman.

According to reports, the
family of the deceased stu-
dent was supporting a rival
faction of the ruling party in
the civic polls that was led by
Mukhtar Miyan. The results
of the municipal polls were
declared on March 2, and
soon after the results, a
sketch was drawn outside
the house of Tuhina Khatun.
It was found on a boundary
wall of the house and it
showed three women hang-
ing from a tree, with the
words “holo na, holo na”

[did not happen, did not
happen] scribbled below.

According to locals, the
victim’s father, Junai Sheikh
is known to be a Trinamool
supporter but was opposed
to the Bashir Ahmed, who
won the civic polls. Jharna
Bibi, sister of the deceased
student, said that her sibling
could not take the insults
and intimidation any more. 

(Those in distress or hav-
ing suicidal tendencies could
seek help and counselling by
calling Kolkata suicide pre-
vention helpline number
033-24637401.) 

Woman dies, family blames
threat by Trinamool leader 
Special Correspondent

Kolkata

With the Delimitation Com-
mission yet to publish maps
of the proposed new consti-
tuencies for the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly, a look at
the Census 2011 administra-
tive boundaries along with
the draft list of tehsils in
some seats points to islands,
where a part of the consti-
tuency is completely cut o#
from the rest and surround-
ed by another constituency.

The Delimitation Commis-
sion, chaired by retired Jus-
tice Ranjana Prakash Desai
and including Chief Election
Commissioner Sushil Chan-
dra and the State Election
Commissioner as ex-o"cio
members, was likely to pu-
blish its draft for public com-
ments soon, according to
sources.

Political leaders partici-
pating in the delimitation

process as well as indepen-
dent observers have raised
fears of “islands” being
formed. Chattar Singh, a
former vice-president of the
Delhi Congress, who has
been engaged with delimita-
tion issues for years, used
the administrative atlas for
J&K and the draft proposals
to !nd that many such is-
lands were being proposed.

Wrong units used
For example, in Kishtwar
district, where the number
of constituencies has been
proposed to be increased
from two to three (Mughal-
maidan, Kishtwar and Pad-
der), Bounjwah tehsil was
proposed to be in the Mugh-
almaidan constituency. 

However, one village in
the tehsil, Kewah, would be
completely surrounded by
villages in the Kishtwar con-
stituency, according to Mr.
Singh’s analysis. 

Mr. Singh said the draft
proposals had used the
boundaries of the patwar
halqa, an administrative unit
of multiple villages, which in
some cases included villages
that were not located next to
each other.

“This has happened be-
cause the basic principles
have not been followed. The
Delimitation Act, 2002 says
that apart from population,
the constituencies have to be
geographically compact
areas and contiguous. In my

research, I have found sever-
al instances of islands being
proposed,” Mr. Singh said.

The three Jammu and
Kashmir National Confe-
rence MPs, who are associate
members of the Delimitation
Commission, including
former Chief Minister Fa-
rooq Abdullah, have also
raised concerns about the
voter islands.

Case of Rajouri
In their submission to the
Commission on February 14,
the three MPs wrote that the
Commission “has carved out
geographical islands and
joined with the other As-
sembly segments without
any proximity or connectivi-
ty”. The MPs cited the exam-
ple of Rajouri, where Sohna,
Doongi and Bagla patwar cir-
cles had been added to Tha-
na Mandi seat.

“The inhabitants of these
areas have to cross entire Ra-

jouri to reach Thana Mandi.
All the fundamental legal pa-
rameters have been grossly
violated with least considera-
tion of the hardship the peo-
ple may have to su#er,” they
had said.

The Commission had once
again sought the associate
members’ responses till Fri-
day after making some
changes, according to sourc-
es. On Friday, the National
Conference (NC) submitted
an 18-page dissent note to the
Delimitation Commission.
The NC MPs stuck to their
earlier stand, re$ected in its
objections !led in February
where it questioned the pa-
nel’s constitutional validity
and “unacceptable biased
proposals”.

“Our stand on the Delimi-
tation Commission remains
unchanged. We hope the NC
response is placed on the of-
!cial website soon,” MP Has-
nain Masoodi said.

J&K delimitation: fears grow over ‘voter islands’
Draft proposal does not recognise that constituencies have to be geographically contiguous, say some political leaders

Peerzada Ashiq 

Damini Nath

New Delhi

National Conference workers protest against a draft proposal
of the J&K Delimitation Commission in Srinagar. * NISSAR AHMAD 

The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear on March 11
the challenge raised by the
families of farmers who
were killed in Lakhimpur
Kheri against bail granted by
the Allahabad High Court to
prime accused Ashish Mis-
hra, son of Union Minister of
State for Home A#airs Ajay
Mishra Teni.

In an oral mentioning of
the petition before Chief Jus-
tice of India N.V. Ramana,
advocate Prashant Bhushan
sought urgent listing of the
case.

“The prime accused has
been granted bail for totally
extraneous reasons. None of
the considerations settled
by the Supreme Court in
law, like whether the ac-
cused can in$uence wit-
nesses or tamper with evi-
dence while out on bail,

were ignored by the High
Court,” Mr. Bhushan
submitted.

He said that other ac-
cused in the case, encour-
aged by Mr. Ashish Mishra’s
bail, were also seeking bail.

“We can hear the case on
March 11,” the CJI said. The
families said they had ap-
pealed the February 10 bail
order as the State of Uttar
Pradesh did not budge.

The petitioners alleged
the bail was an “arbitrary”
exercise of discretionary
powers by the High Court
and their lawyer was unable
to present their side of the
case.

The petition said the top
court, on November 17 last
year, ordered the formation
of an independent SIT to
conduct the investigation
and !ling of status report
before it after the chargesh-
eet was !led.

SC to hear plea against
bail to Ashish Mishra
Kin of slain farmers approach court
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Ex-Army chief S.F.
Rodrigues passes away
NEW DELHI 

Former Chief of Army Staff
General Sunith Francis
Rodrigues passed away in
Goa on Friday. “General M.M.
Naravane COAS and all ranks
of Indian Army express
heartfelt condolences on the
sad demise of General S.F.
Rodrigues, who passed away
today. Known as a thinker
and strategist, he leaves
behind a legacy of utmost
dedication and service to the
nation,” the Army said on
Twitter.

IN BRIEF

NIA files chargesheet
against five persons
NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday filed a
chargesheet against five
alleged Khalistani terrorists in
a case involving smuggling of
narcotics, weapons and
explosives via Indo-Pakistan
border, using drones. The
accused have been identified
as Harmesh Singh, Darvesh
Singh, Gurmukh Singh,
Gagandeep Singh and Lakhbir
Singh Rode, founder of
banned outfit International
Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF). 

‘Militant injured in
shoot-out in Kashmir’
SRINAGAR

A militant was injured in a
shoot-out with the security
forces in north Kashmir’s
Kupwara on Friday. “One
militant, identified as Abrar
Hassan, a resident of Azad
Gunj in Baramulla, was
arrested with arms and
ammunition in an injured
condition at Langate area of
Handwara in north Kashmir’s
Kupwara after a brief
shoot-out,” a police
spokesman said.

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Friday directed some of
his party’s functionaries
who violated the terms of
the coalition agreement to
resign from their posts im-
mediately. 

Some DMK members
contested in the indirect
elections for the posts allot-
ted to the allies and won. 

Mr. Stalin also expressed
regrets to the leaders of the
allies over the development.

He warned such function-
aries that they would be div-
ested of the primary mem-
bership of the party if they
did not resign immediately. 

He also directed the dis-
trict secretaries and in-
charge leaders to take
action.

“Those of you who con-
tested on the DMK symbol

in the indirect elections and
brought disrepute to the
party should immediately
step down from these posts.
After that, come and meet
me,” Mr. Stalin said.

Allies unhappy
His directives came after
leaders of the allies ex-
pressed displeasure. “I con-
vey my regrets to the lead-
ers of the Secular
Progressive Alliance. I am
very clear that the solidarity
that our alliance has shown
and the a#ection of people
that we have won are not af-
fected at any time,” he said.

He said the victory of the
alliance should have
brought him immense joy.
“These people think they
have achieved something
through this, but as the par-
ty president, I am let down
and feeling guilty,” he said.

Resign from posts
allotted to allies: Stalin 
DMK president warns rebels of action 
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI
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China’s National People’s
Congress (NPC) or Parlia-
ment will open a week-long
session on Saturday, during
which it will announce plans
for the coming year amid re-
newed concerns over both
domestic economic chal-
lenges and global instability
with the crisis in Ukraine.

Chinese Premier and se-
cond-ranked leader Li Ke-
qiang will present an annual
government work report at
the NPC’s opening on Satur-
day, during which he is ex-
pected to announce a
growth target for the year. 

China’s economy grew
8.1% last year, recovering
from the pandemic, alth-
ough growth slowed to 4% in
the fourth quarter. 

The growth target will re-
!ect the balancing act that
policy makers are grappling
with, as they consider mea-
sures to keep the economy
ticking, such as infrastruc-
ture spending, without wor-
sening already serious debt
problems, particularly in the
real estate sector. Observers
will also be watching for any
policy moves involving the
embattled tech sector, with
many of China’s tech giants
still reeling from a number
of anti-monopoly investiga-
tions by Communist Party
regulators.

A growth target of “above
5%” is expected by many
Chinese economists, which
would strike a balance amid
external headwinds, partic-

ular in the wake of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and a
global economy still in re-
covery. 

Zhang Yesui, the NPC’s
spokesperson, told a press
conference on Friday that
China was likely to continue
with its “dynamic zero-CO-
VID” approach, the only ma-
jor country to still imple-
ment strict international
travel restrictions. He said
the strategy “worked in Chi-
na’s context” and allowed
the domestic economy, as
well as supply chains, to re-
main functioning with China
avoiding a major second
wave. The measures did
come with some costs, such
as targeted lockdowns in
several cities to squash out-
breaks, but Mr. Zhang said
those were “worthwhile” as
most of the country enjoyed
normalcy.

China’s annual defence
budget will also be an-
nounced on Saturday, which
Chinese media reports said
may be raised by around 7%.
The budget in 2021 crossed
$200 billion for the "rst

time, after a 6.8% hike. A 7%
rise would lift it to around
$225 billion. India’s defence
budget earlier this year was
announced as around $70
billion.

Jude Blanchette, a China
scholar at the Centre for
Strategic and International
Studies in Washington, said
China was dealing with “a
convergence of headwinds”
this year which will give Pre-
sident Xi Jinping “a di#cult
position” ahead of the 20th
Party Congress set for No-
vember, the main political
event of the year when he
will begin his third term.

‘Misreading of the crisis’
Besides the economy, Chi-
na’s misreading of the Uk-
raine situation — Beijing had
hosted Russian President
Vladmir Putin in early Fe-
bruary and Russia launched
the invasion days after the
Winter Olympics in China
concluded — would be “a
mistake Xi will be cleaning
up for much of his third
term,” Mr. Blanchette said. 

Tong Zhao, a Senior Fel-
low at Carnegie China, said
the West’s sanctions aimed
at Russia “could further
strengthen Mr. Xi’s long-
standing preference of self-
reliance & autarky, believing
China must be able to pre-
vent external strangulation.”
“It may limit how much Chi-
na and the West can prevent
decoupling and develop mu-
tually bene"cial and interde-
pendent relations,” he said
on Twitter.

China Parliament to meet amid
economy, Ukraine challenges 
Beijing may raise defence budget by around 7%: reports

Ananth Krishnan

Hong Kong

Xi Jinping

Sri Lanka’s Catholic church
has sought the intervention
of the Vatican and the UN to
ensure justice for the victims
of the Easter terror attacks
of 2019, mounting pressure
on the Rajapaksa adminis-
tration that came to power
promising to bring perpetra-
tors to book. 

Earlier this week, Arch-
bishop of Colombo Malcolm
Cardinal Ranjith met Pope
Francis in Rome and the UN
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Michelle Bache-
let in Geneva. 

He raised concern over
“inadequate” progress in
the probe into the Easter
bombings that shook Sri
Lanka in April 2019, killing
279 people, including 45 fo-
reign nationals. The serial

blasts, attributed to a net-
work of Islamist radicals,
took place at three churches
in capital Colombo and the
eastern town of Batticaloa,
and at three luxury hotels in
Colombo.

Cardinal Ranjith’s interna-
tional outreach comes after
a series of protests and state-
ments in Sri Lanka, seeking
justice for families a$ected
by the most gruesome terror
attacks in Sri Lanka, in the
island nation’s post-civil war
years. According to activists,
the Catholic church’s cam-
paign for justice will height-
en in the coming weeks, in
the run up to the third anni-
versary of the bombings. 

Known to be a supporter
of the former President Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa administra-
tion (2005-2015), especially
when government forces

fought the LTTE, Cardinal
Ranjith earlier denounced
any foreign intervention in
Sri Lanka’s a$airs when Ta-
mils, including some Cathol-
ics, called for international
support for war-time ac-
countability and justice. 

In a clear shift, he has
now sought help from both
the Pope, and at UN forums. 

Last month, the top Ro-
man Catholic bishop
slammed the government,
when authorities arrested
catholic activist Shehan Ma-
laka Gamage, who has in the
past questioned if politicians
used the 2019 Easter attacks
for political gains including
electoral victory, alluding to
polls held later that year. He
termed the activist’s arrest
an “indecent and thuggish
act” that resembled “an
abduction”.

Church mounts pressure on
Gotabaya over Easter attacks
In!uential Archbishop seeks support from the Vatican, UN
Meera Srinivasan

A deal on reviving the 2015
accord between Tehran and
world powers on Iran’s nu-
clear programme is “close”,
Britain said on Friday, at a
crunch point for negotia-
tions in Vienna.

“We are close. E3 negotia-
tors leaving Vienna brie!y to
update Ministers on state of

play,” British envoy Stepha-
nie Al-Qaq said on Twitter,
referring to negotiators from
U.K., France and Germany.

Along with counterparts
from China, Iran and Russia
they have been taking part
in the latest round of talks in
the Austrian capital since
late November.

The U.S. has been partici-
pating indirectly. Iran’s Fo-

reign Minister Alsossein
Amir-Abdollahian said he
was prepared to travel to
Vienna if a deal is reached to
revive the accord.

Former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump withdrew from
it in 2018 and re-imposed
sanctions, prompting Iran to
start disregarding the limits
on its nuclear activity laid
down in the agreement.

‘Close to reviving Iran N-deal’
Agence France-Presse

Vienna

The Supreme Court has
reinstated the death sen-
tence for convicted Boston
Marathon bomber Dzhok-
har Tsarnaev. 

The Justices, by a 6-3
vote on Friday, agreed with
the government’s argu-
ments that a federal ap-
peals court was wrong to
nix the death sentence a ju-
ry imposed on Tsarnaev
for his role in the bombing
that killed three people
near the "nish line of the
marathon in 2013. Tsar-
naev was convicted of all
30 charges against him.

U.S. bomber
gets death
sentence
Associated Press

Washington

Russian forces seized the lar-
gest nuclear power plant in
Europe after a building at the
complex was set ablaze dur-
ing intense "ghting with Uk-
rainian defenders, Ukrainian
authorities said on Friday.

Fears of a potential nu-
clear disaster at the Zapo-
rizhzhia plant had spread
alarm across world capitals,
before authorities said the
"re in a building identi"ed as
a training centre, had been
extinguished.

U.S. Energy Secretary Jen-
nifer Granholm said there
was no indication of elevated
radiation levels at the plant,
which provides more than a
"fth of total electricity gener-
ated in Ukraine.

Earlier, a video feed from
the plant veri"ed by Reuters
showed shelling and smoke
rising near a "ve-storey
building at the plant
compound.

The footage shot at night
showed one building a!ame,
and a volley of incoming
shells, before a large candes-
cent ball lit up the sky, ex-
ploding beside a car park
and sending smoke billowing
across the compound.

“Europeans, please wake
up. Tell your politicians —
Russian troops are shooting
at a nuclear power plant in
Ukraine,” Ukrainian leader
Volodymyr Zelensky said in a
video address.

Mr. Zelensky said Russian
tanks had shot at the nuclear
reactor plants, though there
was no evidence cited that
they had been hit.

The Mayor of the nearby
town of Energodar said
"erce "ghting and “continu-

ous enemy shelling” had
caused casualties in the area,
without providing details.

Early reports of the inci-
dent at the power plant sent
"nancial markets in Asia spi-
ralling, with stocks tumbling
and oil prices surging
further.

Russia had already cap-
tured the defunct Chernobyl
plant north of Kyiv, which
spewed radioactive waste ov-
er much of Europe when it
melted down in 1986. The

Zaporizhzhia plant is a di$e-
rent and safer type, analysts
said.

Earlier, U.S. President Joe
Biden spoke with Mr. Zelen-
sky to get an update on the
situation at the plant.

“President Biden joined
President Zelensky in urging
Russia to cease its military
activities in the area and al-
low "re"ghters and emer-
gency responders to access
the site,” the White House
said.

Only one Ukrainian city,
the southern port of Kher-
son, has fallen to Russian
forces since the invasion was
launched on February 24,
but Russian forces continue
to surround and attack other
cities.

Mariupol, the main port
on the Sea of Azov, was sur-
rounded and under heavy
bombardment. Water and
power was cut o$, and o#-
cials say they cannot evac-
uate the wounded.

Russia seizes Europe’s largest nuclear plant
Fears of a potential disaster at the Ukrainian facility sparks alarm; ‘no signs of elevated radiation levels’

Reuters
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Delicate situation: The damaged administrative building of the Zaporizhzhia plant. * REUTERS

Putin says Ukraine must
meet Russian demands 
MOSCOW

President Vladimir Putin says
Russia is ready for talks with
Ukraine but insisted that it
must meet Moscow’s demands.
Mr. Putin told German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz that
Ukraine must agree to
demilitarise, accept Moscow’s
sovereignty over Crimea and
surrender territory to
Russia-backed rebels in the
east, the Kremlin said in its
readout of Friday’s call. Russia
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula in 2014 following the
ouster of the country’s former
Moscow-friendly leaders and
cast its support behind the
rebels in eastern Ukraine. AP

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) members ex-
pressed alarm at the pros-
pect of a nuclear incident in
Ukraine, at an emergency
meeting on Friday, convened
hours after a training build-
ing at Ukraine’s Zaporizhz-
hia nuclear power plant
caught "re, as Russians
moved in on the facility and
seized control of it. The In-
ternational Atomic Energy
(IAEA) chief told the Council
that no reactors had been
damaged.

Several western coun-
tries, including the U.S. and
the U.K, spoke out against

Russia for endangering nu-
clear facilities, while others
— including India and China
— more generally expressed
alarm about the situation
without blaming one side.

Director General of the
IAEA, Rafael Mariano Grossi,
said that the IAEA had con-
"rmed, through its agency
contacts as well as directly
from the plant that “no se-
curity or safety systems have
been compromised” and
that no reactors were hit by
the projectile which hit the
training building.

During his remarks, In-
dia’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations
(UNPR), T.S. Tirumurti,

warned of the danger a nu-
clear incident.

“India attaches the high-
est importance to ensuring
safety and security of nu-
clear facilities, as any acci-
dent involving the nuclear fa-
cilities may have severe
consequences for public
health and the environ-
ment,” Mr. Tirumurti said.
He also emphasised that a
humanitarian crisis was con-
fronting Ukraine. India has
been concerned about the
lives of its nationals caught in
the con!ict.

Mr. Tirumurti reiterated
India’s position — calling for
a resolution of di$erences
through dialogue and res-

pect for the UN Charter and
sovereignty of nations.

The U.S. condemned Rus-
sia and called for the cessa-
tion of the war. “Mr. Putin
must stop this madness and
he must stop it now,” the
U.S.’s UNPR Linda Thomas
Green"eld said, warning that
the Russians were closing in
on the country’s second lar-
gest facility. “So this immi-
nent danger continues,” she
said.

‘Chilling signal’
“The attacked last night by
Russian forces on the nu-
clear power plant in Zapo-
rizhzhia has shocked us all. It
has sent a chilling signal

across Europe indeed across
the globe,” said Ireland’s
UNPR, Geraldine Byrne
Nason.

Russia’s representative,
Vasilly Nebenzya, and his Uk-
rainian counterpart, Sergiy
Kyslytsya traded charges on
who was responsible for the
incident. During his speech,
Mr. Kyslytsya also appeared
to take a shot at those who
did not condemn Russia in
this war — presumably, a re-
ference to India and others
who have consistently ab-
stained at UN meetings.
“Shamefully, there is a hand-
ful of those around us ...or
among us, rather,... who do
nothing,” Mr. Kyslytsya said.

UNSC holds meet to discuss Zaporizhzhia "re
Several western countries, including the U.S., U.K, slammed Russia for endangering nuclear facilities

Sriram Lakshman

Washington DC
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 700.15. . . . . . . . -6.55

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2738.15. . . -133.75

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 715.00. . . . . . -22.65

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3242.10. . . . . . -55.00

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . .. 15333.20. . . -370.90

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 6537.90. . . -210.45

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 653.70. . . . . . -18.35

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 348.35. . . . . . . . . 1.95

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3371.35. . . . . . . . . 4.95

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 931.20. . . . . . . . -3.70

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 181.00. . . . . . . . -7.95

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 4094.70. . . . . . -65.75

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3828.65. . . . . 109.80

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. . . . 2339.25. . . . . . -70.25

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1477.60. . . . . . -26.00

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1138.45. . . . . . . . -1.25

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2217.50. . . . . . -55.50

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1366.50. . . . . . . . -4.50

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 521.50. . . . . . -10.25

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2311.30. . . -106.10

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 583.80. . . . . . -22.50

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2019.50. . . . . . -71.50

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 688.05. . . . . . -10.25

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 901.90. . . . . . -10.35

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1723.30. . . . . . . . . 2.45

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 113.25. . . . . . . . -1.40

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 225.50. . . . . . . . . 6.10

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 631.95. . . . . . -22.75

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1752.15. . . . . . -40.10

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1711.75. . . . . . -40.55

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 732.30. . . . . . -29.75

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 7247.30. . . -348.25

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17391.85. . . . . . -44.65

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 130.20. . . . . . . . -1.90

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 165.25. . . . . . . . -5.05

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 215.05. . . . . . . . -2.80

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2325.55. . . . . . -52.75

SBI Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1057.35. . . . . . -23.95

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 461.95. . . . . . . . -5.45

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 22550.35. . . -276.70

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 829.65. . . . . . . . . 8.75

Tata Consumer

Products Ltd. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 669.95. . . . . . -17.10

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 417.25. . . . . . -19.85

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1277.10. . . . . . -26.20

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3524.35. . . . . . -20.05

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . 1453.60. . . . . . . 26.95

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2441.00. . . -133.25

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 6050.30. . . . . . . 69.60

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 713.75. . . . . . . . . 0.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 575.30. . . . . . . . . 5.75

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on March 04

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.96. . . . . . . 76.28

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.58. . . . . . . 83.93

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .101.13. . . . 101.56

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 65.83. . . . . . . 66.11

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 12.02. . . . . . . 12.08

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.70. . . . . . . 83.06

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 55.88. . . . . . . 56.13

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 59.67. . . . . . . 59.95

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 18.17. . . . . . . 18.29

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 55.91. . . . . . . 56.20

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

04-03-2022 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 54,334 ddddddddddddd-1.40

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 76.17 ddddddddddddd-0.30

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 51,863 ddddddddddddddd0.37

Brent oil dddddddddddddddddd 115.16 ddddddddddddddd2.95

Financial markets the world
over have turned extremely
volatile as they have been
left grappling with height-
ened uncertainty over the
pace of future monetary pol-
icy normalisation, Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das said on Friday.

“Recent geopolitical deve-
lopments have further aggra-
vated the challenges and di-
lemmas for the central
banks,” Mr. Das said, without
specifying the developments
he was referring to.

‘Complex challenges’
“The current global condi-
tions, after about two years
of living through the pan-

demic, are now posing com-
plex challenges for central
bank communication,” he
noted, delivering an address
on Monetary Policy and Cen-
tral Bank Communication at
the National Defence College
in New Delhi.

“A number of economies,
including the major ones,
are facing multi-decadal high
in!ation due to supply dis-
ruptions, tighter labour mar-
kets, fragility of the just in
time inventory management
and geopolitical disturbanc-

es,” he added.
“Central banks are in a

bind — if they act aggressive-
ly to contain in!ation which
may perhaps subside as nor-
malcy returns, they run the
risk of setting in recession;
on the other hand, if they act
too little and too late, they
may be blamed for “falling
behind the curve” and may
have to do a lot of catching
up later, which will be detri-
mental to growth,” the RBI
Governor observed.

Stating that communica-
tion was an extremely potent
component of the toolkit of
modern central banks, Mr.
Das said it needed to be ba-
lanced and well-telegraphed
to avoid unintended
consequences.

‘Geopolitical events have added
to challenges for central banks’
Financial markets have turned volatile amid heightened uncertainty: RBI’s Das
Special Correspondent

Mumbai 

Tough times: Central banks are in a bind; act aggressively to
curb in!ation and they risk starting a recession, says Das. * AFP

The rupee on Friday slid
below the 76-mark for the
"rst time in 2022 and set-
tled at an 11-week low as in-
vestors assessed the global
economic impact of the
Russia-Ukraine con!ict
amid rising oil prices.

The rupee fell by 23
paise to 76.17 against the
U.S. dollar, the lowest close
since December 15. Persis-
tent foreign fund out!ows
and a weak trend in dom-
estic equities also weighed
on the local currency, fo-
rex traders said.

The rupee weakened by
1.11% or 84 paise in the
week, making it a second
straight week of losses.

International crude oil
prices shot above $120 a
barrel for the "rst time in
nine years on Thursday.

Rupee slips on
oil to 11-week
low past 76/$
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

The Russia-Ukraine war
could hit global supply
chains that are already con-
strained due to the pandem-
ic and the worst impact
would be on the ongoing
chip shortage because the
warring nations control sig-
ni"cant supplies of key raw
materials used in semicon-
ductors, Moody’s Analytics
warned in a report.

Russia controls about
44% of global palladium
supplies and Ukraine pro-
duces 70% of the neon sup-
ply — two key raw materials
that go into making chips.

The markets can expect
the global chip shortage that
began with the pandemic to
worsen if the military con-
!ict lingers on, the research
"rm said in the report re-

leased on Friday. Palladium
and neon are two resources
that are key to the produc-
tion of semiconductors and
these chips are necessary in
the likes of automobiles,
mobile phones and consum-
er electronics.

During the 2014-15 Rus-
sia-Ukraine war, neon prices
climbed several times, indi-
cating the signi"cance of the
material in the semiconduc-
tor manufacturing industry.

Con!ict will worsen chip
shortage: Moody’s arm
‘Neon, palladium supplies may be hit’
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

Services sector activity in
India picked up marginally
in February on the back of
better demand and the re-
treat of the pandemic, but
the rate of expansion was
the second-slowest since
last July and was subdued by
historical standards, a
monthly survey showed.

The seasonally adjusted
IHS Markit India Services
Business Activity Index saw
a moderate rise to 51.8 in Fe-
bruary, from 51.5 in January.

“The upturn was attribut-
ed... to greater bookings,
better demand conditions
and the retreat of the pan-
demic. That said, the latest
increase was subdued by
historical standards, with
some companies indicating

that growth was dampened
by competitive pressures,
COVID-19 and higher pric-
es,” IHS Markit said.

“In!ationary pressures,
input shortages and the lo-
cal elections dampened
growth,” said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics Associate
Director at IHS Markit.

“There was also an uptick
in business con"dence, but
"rms continued to shed
jobs,” IHS Markit noted.

‘February services PMI
signals muted growth’
Firms continue to shed jobs: Survey

Press Trust of India

New Delhi Petrol and diesel prices,
which have been on a
freeze for the past four
months in view of assemb-
ly elections in "ve States,
need to be raised by more
than ₹12 per litre by March
16 for fuel retailers to break
even, ICICI Securities said
in a report.

Global crude oil prices
shot above $120 a barrel for
the "rst time in nine years
on Thursday before re-
treating to $111 on Friday.
With international oil pric-
es — on which domestic
fuel retails are directly
benchmarked — spiking in
the last two months, retail-
ers “need a massive price
hike of ₹15.1” after includ-
ing margins for oil "rms,
the company said.

‘Need ₹12 fuel
price increase
for break even’
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Domestic steel makers
have raised the prices of
hot-rolled coil (HRC) and
TMT bars by up to ₹5,000
per tonne as supply chains
are being impacted amid
the ongoing war between
Russia and Ukraine.

According to industry
sources, prices have been
increased in the past few
days and are expected to
go up further in the coming
weeks with the con!ict in-
tensifying. After the price
revision, a tonne of HRC
would cost about ₹66,000,
while buyers would get
TMT bars for about
₹65,000 per tonne. 

An industry executive
said the increase was of
about 20% compared with
the rates a few weeks ago.

Steel prices
rise as war hits
supply chains 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The Federation of Automo-
bile Dealers Associations
(FADA) on Friday revised
downwards its sales outlook
for the Indian automobile
sector from ‘neutral’ to ‘ne-
gative’ as the Russia-Ukraine
con!ict is expected to nega-
tively impact the global auto-
mobile supply chain.

“With Omicron passing
away without much impact
and supplies showing signs
of recovery, it looked as if
the Indian auto industry was
at the cusp of recovery until
Russia invaded Ukraine,” the
industry body said. 

FADA said that there were
concerns over the shortage
of semiconductors creating

additional supply side issues
for passenger vehicles. 

“Till the time Russia-Uk-
raine con!ict doesn’t come
to an end, FADA changes its
outlook from ‘neutral’ to
‘negative’,” the automobile
retailers group said. 

Russia is one of the largest
producers of rare-earth me-
tals, especially palladium, a
metal used for plating semi-

conductors, while Ukraine is
one of the biggest producers
and exporters of neon gas
that is used in the manufac-
ture of semiconductors.

According to FADA data,
total retail vehicle sales fell
9.21% to about 13.74 lakh un-
its last month from more
than 15.13 lakh units in Fe-
bruary 2021. The sales were
down 20.7% compared with
February 2020’s sales of
more than 17.32 lakh.

Passenger vehicle (PV)
sales declined 7.84% to 2.38
lakh vehicles, while that of
two-wheelers and tractors
fell 10.7% to about 9.83 lakh
units, and almost 19% to
50,304 units, respectively. 

Commercial vehicle sales
rose 7.41% to 63,797 units.

FADA slashes automobile sales
outlook to ‘negative’ citing war
It says Russia-Ukraine con!ict may hit global supply chain

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI 

Third-party motor insu-
rance premium is likely to
increase for various cate-
gories of vehicles from
April 1 with the Union Mi-
nistry of Road Transport
and Highways, in a draft
noti"cation, mooting a
moderate-to-sharp upward
revision as well a reduction
for some. 

For private cars, de-
pending on their engine ca-
pacity, the increase ranges
from ₹7-195. For two-
wheelers, the proposed in-
crease varies from ₹58 to
₹481. A reduction of ₹38
has also been suggested for
75-150cc bikes (commute
category). A discount of
15% has been proposed for
electric vehicles, including
private cars and passenger-
carrying vehicles.

Motor third
party premium
set to rise

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Implementation of the pro-
posed data protection bill,
as recommended by a Par-
liamentary panel, will signif-
icantly degrade India’s busi-
ness environment and
reduce foreign investment
in!ows, a dozen global in-
dustry bodies have said in a
joint letter to the
government.

The industry associations
have sought wider consulta-
tions with stakeholders be-
fore the bill is introduced in
Parliament.

The industry bodies re-
present thousands of com-
panies and technology ma-
jors like Google and Dell.

The letter, dated March 1,
addressed to Union Com-
munications and IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, said the

panel’s report includes no-
vel recommendations for
the personal data protection
bill which, if enacted, would
create powerful disincen-
tives for India’s innovation
ecosystem.

Non-personal data 
The bodies have expressed
concern on inclusion of
non-personal data, restric-
tions on cross-border data
transfers and data localisa-
tion obligations. They said
mandates for "rms to locally
store data in India will de-
grade the privacy and cyber-
security protection.

Minister of State for Elec-
tronics and IT Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar on Thursday had
said the government is going
through the concerns that
stakeholders have shared
with the Ministry.

Data protection bill may
hit FDI: industry bodies 
Govt. reviewing concerns:Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Sugar production this sugar
season (October 2021-Sep-
tember 2022) is estimated at
333 lakh tonnes against 312
lakh tonnes in the previous
season. 

The Indian Sugar Mills As-
sociation (ISMA) said bet-
ween October 2021 and Fe-
bruary 2022, as many as 516
mills crushed sugarcane,
producing 252.87 lakh
tonnes of sugar against 503
mills producing 234.83 lakh
tonnes during the same pe-
riod last season. 

Production is higher than
previous estimates in Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka and
the total production provi-
sional estimate for the cur-
rent season is 333 lakh
tonnes after considering di-
version of 34 lakh tonnes su-

gar equivalent for ethanol. 
Further, almost 60 lakh

tonnes of sugar were con-
tracted for exports so far
this season and 42 lakh
tonnes shipped. Another 12
lakh tonnes are likely to be
shipped this month and the
season is expected to end
with total exports of 75 lakh
tonnes . 

Total domestic consump-
tion in 2021-2022 sugar sea-
son will also be higher than
last year at 272 lakh tonnes. 

ISMA revises upwards
sugar output estimate
‘Mills set to produce 333 lakh tonnes’
Special Correspondent

COIMBATORE

NSE begins hunt for MD,
invites applications
NEW DELHI

The NSE, which is facing
allegations of governance
lapses, has started the hunt
for a new MD and CEO as the
five-year tenure of
incumbent chief Vikram
Limaye is ending in July.
The exchange has invited
applications from candidates
having IPO (initial public
offering) experience for the
top post before March 25,
according to a public notice
issued on Friday. PTI

IN BRIEF

Hero MotoCorp unveils
new brand ‘Vida’
NEW DELHI

India’s largest
two-wheeler-maker Hero
MotoCorp announced a
brand-new identity ‘Vida’ for
emerging mobility solutions,
including upcoming EVs. It
also announced a $100
million Global Sustainability
Fund for establishing global
partnerships, spearheaded by
the BML Munjal University
and Hero MotoCorp, with the
objective of nurturing more
than 10,000 entrepreneurs
in ESG solutions, it said. 

CIL’s pithead coal stock
may rise by end FY22
NEW DELHI

State-owned CIL on Friday
said the current coal stock of
43 million tonnes (MT) at its
pithead is likely to increase
further by the end of the
current "nancial year and this
will help the company gear
up for meeting the coal
demand of summer which is
on the advent. “The current
coal stock of 43 MT at CIL’s
pitheads is expected to
increase further by
FY22-end,” the state-owned
company said. PTI 

BMW rolls out locally
made 1,00,000th car
CHENNAI

German luxury carmaker
BMW Group rolled out its
1,00,000th locally-made car.
A BMW Individual 740Li M
Sport Edition has received
this special badge. “This is
the result of the team’s hard
work and consistency which
ensures every BMW or MINI
car locally produced in
Chennai is of the same
international quality
standards as any other BMW
plant across the world,”
Thomas Dose, MD, said.

Tea exports during the 12
months of 2021 declined
marginally to 195.5 million
kg from 209.72 million kg
seen in 2020, Tea Board
data showed. The value of
exports stayed almost !at
at ₹5,246.89 crore, com-
pared with ₹5,235.29
crore. The CIS block conti-
nued to be the largest im-
porter of Indian tea at
44.57 million kg, a decline
from the 51.63 million kg. 

Among CIS nations, Rus-
sia was the largest buyer at
34.09 million kg. China’s
imports from India also
slid to 5.76 million kg from
11.44 million kg. 

According to tea indus-
try sources, imports were
lower mainly due to shor-
tage of shipping containers
and high ocean freight.

Tea exports
saw marginal
dip in 2021 
Press Trust of India

Kolkata
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Australian cricketer Shane
Warne, one of the !nest

leg-spin bowlers of all time
whose talent and personality
transcended the sport, has
died aged 52, his family said
on Friday.

Warne, who ended his
spell-binding international
playing career that stretched
from 1992 to 2007 with a re-
markable 708 Test wickets,
died on Friday from a sus-
pected heart attack in Koh
Samui, Thailand, his family
con!rmed in a statement pu-
blished by the Telegraph in
Sydney.

“Shane was found unres-
ponsive in his Villa and des-
pite the best e"orts of medi-
cal sta", he could not be
revived,” the statement read.

“The family requests pri-
vacy at this time and will pro-
vide further details in due
course.”

His death comes hours af-
ter another former Austra-
lian cricket great, wicket-

keeper Rod Marsh died on
Friday at the age of 74.

Current Australia batter
David Warner wrote on In-
stagram: “Two legends of
our game have left us too
soon. I’m lost for words, and
this is extremely sad. My
thoughts and prayers go out
to the Marsh and Warne fa-
mily. I just can not believe it.
#rip, you will both be
missed.”

Warne’s last post on Twit-
ter, 12 hours before his death
was reported was a tribute to
Marsh.

“Sad to hear the news that
Rod Marsh has passed. He
was a legend of our great
game & an inspiration to so
many young boys & girls.
Rod cared deeply about
cricket & gave so much-espe-
cially to Australia & England
players. Sending lots & lots of
love to Ros & the family.”

After ending his Test ca-
reer, Warne played in the IPL
and other T20 competitions
before retiring from all inter-
national cricket in 2013, but
continued to be involved in
the game as a broadcaster.

Shane Warne — cricket’s transcendent King of Spin — passes away 
Former Australian player found unresponsive in his villa in Thailand after suspected heart attack

Reuters

1969 TO 2022

Wizard of Oz: Warne bamboozled the batters with his guile and mesmerised the fans 
with his artistry. * GETTY IMAGES

Ultimate showman: Warne had been adept at keeping the
audience engaged. * GETTY IMAGES

It turned out to be a Friday
shrouded in despair. The

day broke with news trickling
in about legendary wicket-
keeper Rodney Marsh’s de-
mise and as the skies dar-
kened, his fellow Aussie and
the sultan of spin Shane
Warne followed him into the
mists of time.

At 52, Warne had a massive
legacy to rest upon and
ahead of him were innumera-
ble summers through which
he could share his zest for
cricket. Tragically, it was not
to be and like Dean Jones,
who passed away in 2020,
Warne’s heart gave up. Crick-
et lost a rock star, who prac-
tised the slow art of spin and
added words like zooter to its
vocabulary.

Deceptive beginning

As beginnings go, it was de-
ceptive as hell. Warne
emerged as a lad struggling to
rein in Ravi Shastri while the
latter scored a double centu-
ry during the Sydney Test in
1992. Sachin Tendulkar
struck a 148 too and Warne’s
!rst steps seemed consigned
to the cobwebs of memory.
But the irrepressible spinner
had countless tricks as bat-
ters would soon learn.

It started with the ‘Ball of
the Century’ to a #ummoxed
Mike Gatting at Manchester’s
Old Tra"ord in 1993. A wil-
low-wielder, known to be
adept at countering spin, was
castled and ‘Warne the le-
gend’ was born. He, along

with Muttiah Muralitharan
and Anil Kumble, gifted re-
naissance to spin. Finally
when the wily practitioner
hung his boots in 2007, he
had 708 Test wickets besides
293 ODI scalps.

Warne had presence and
the naughty words to back it
up. He was a magician conjur-
ing new tricks and all this was
done with a classical air coat-
ed with the latest marketing
tools. He would christen his
new-found deliveries and
would prise out wickets with
a wicked charm. If the rival
got the better of him, like Sa-
chin Tendulkar often did, he
would graciously acknow-
ledge and applaud. In the
hard-edged professional
sporting world, Warne re-
vealed a sense of the ama-
teur. “I trust my head not lap-
tops,” he once said during an
Indian Premier League (IPL)
press conference.

Be it the Ashes or other sig-
ni!cant contests, Warne was
up for the battle. Named
among Wisden’s !ve cricke-

ters of the last century,
Warne sparkled in doughty
Australian teams headlined
by splendid batters and inci-
sive fast bowlers. He lent
them a mystical charm and
turned out to be the buddy
most hung out with. Later as
captain and mentor for Rajas-
than Royals in the IPL, he
continued to display his lea-
dership skills and then he
seamlessly moved into the
commentary box, ever alive
to the moment, eyes lighting
up on seeing a fresh talent
and always retaining his
sense of wonder about the
game he loved deeply.

His personal life provided
fodder to tabloids, he was
mixed up with bookies while
sharing ‘weather-informa-
tion’ and had also taken a
banned diuretic pill. Warne
was always in the news, on
the !eld and o" it. And on a
wretched Friday, the news
about his departure is a blow
to cricket’s heart. This is gut-
wrenching and the sport is
poorer.

A cruel blow to the sport’s heart
The legend revolutionised the subtle art of spin
K.C. Vijaya Kumar

‘Ball of the Century’: Warne !ummoxed Gatting with a beauty
in the Old Tra"ord Test of 1993. * FILE PHOTO

Australian cricket great Rod
Marsh, widely regarded as
one of the !nest wicketkeep-
ers to ever play the game,
has died after su"ering a
heart attack at a charity
event, his former teammates
said on Friday.

The 74-year-old, who
played 96 Tests and was la-
ter a long-time national se-
lector, had been in an in-
duced coma and passed
away at a hospital in
Adelaide.

Marsh made his debut in
1970 before retiring in 1984
with what was then a world-
record 355 Test dismissals,
many o" the bowling of le-
gendary paceman Dennis
Lillee.

He was the !rst Australian
wicketkeeper to score a Test
century. After his playing ca-
reer, Marsh remained close-
ly linked to the game as head
of the Australian Cricket
Academy, helping nurture

dozens of Test players in-
cluding Ricky Ponting and
Justin Langer, before becom-
ing chairman of selectors.

Marsh is survived by wife
Roslyn and sons Daniel, Paul
and Jamie.

Rod Marsh passes away at 74
He was in a hospital in induced coma in Adelaide

Agence France-Presse

Sydney

A giant: Rodney Marsh was a legend with the big gloves. 
* FILE PHOTO

1947 TO 2022

Syed Kirmani shared a spe-
cial bond with Rod Marsh
whom the world sadly lost
on Friday.

Wicketkeepers are a close-
ly knit tribe and Kirmani re-
called his association with
Marsh during India’s tour of
Australia in 1981.

Great admirer

Kirmani, arguably India’s
greatest wicketkeeper, told
The Hindu, “I was a great ad-
mirer of Rod Marsh, his anti-
cipation, re#exes, !tness
and that ability to take gravi-
ty-defying catches.”

Kirmani remembered,
“We had a culture those days
when the batting side would
come to the dressing room of
the !elding team after the
day’s play, a culture intro-
duced by Bishan Bedi.”

He continued, “I asked
Rodney what I needed to do
to have his great re#exes and
!tness and he told me, ‘Kiri
you already have all these at-

tributes.’” 

Kirmani said, “Apart from
his astonishing ’keeping,
Marsh scored runs in crisis
situations. He inspired and
motivated the side. And
guided the bowlers.”

An emotional Kirimani
said, “And he would just #y
to take those catches.
‘Caught Marsh bowled Lillee’
became so common.”

Class act

Kirmani said, “Marsh was ag-
gressive without being arro-
gant. A class act.”

The Indian stumper re-
called an occasion in En-
gland at a party thrown by
the ICC ahead of the 1983
World Cup. “All the major
’keepers were present.
Marsh, Alan Knott, Bob Tay-
lor, Wasim Bari, Je" Dujon,
Ian Smith and myself.”

Kirmani said, “Gradually,
the conversation shifted to
who was the best among us.
And Knott and Marsh said in
unison, ‘It’s you Kiri because
we don’t keep wickets to B.S.

Chandrasekhar, Bedi and
Erapalli Prasanna.” 

The ace Indian stumper
said, “Marsh had so many
great achievements. Yet he
said this. He was a humble
person.”

And none was happier
than Marsh when Kirmani,
adjudged the ‘Best ’Keeper’
of the 1983 World Cup, won a
glove and a ball, both in
silver.

Kirmani said, “We got
along so well. His death is a
great loss to the cricketing
community that appears to
have neglected ’keeping with
teams being without a wick-
etkeeping coach.”

“On a personal front, it is a
huge loss to me,” Kirmani
concluded.

‘Marsh’s death a great loss to the cricketing community’
Syed Kirmani recollects his association with the legendary wicketkeeper

S. Dinakar

Chennai

Spectacular: Rodney Marsh attempts to run Graham Gooch
out in a Prudential Trophy ODI at The Oval in August, 1980.

* THE HINDU ARCHIVES

<> Apart from his
astonishing ’keeping,
Marsh scored runs in
crisis situations. He
inspired and
motivated the side.
And guided the
bowlers

Memorable journey: Warne, chosen as one of the #ve Wisden Cricketers of the Century, had a stellar career. The leg-spin wizard led from the front for Australia time and time again. He captained
Rajasthan Royals to the title in the IPL, and shared a good rapport with Brian Lara, Muttiah Muralitharan, Sachin Tendulkar and Anil Kumble. * FILE PHOTOS
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A genre-de!ning rock star on the world stage
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INDIA — 1ST INNINGS
Mayank Agarwal lbw b Embu-
ldeniya 33 (49b, 5x4), Rohit
Sharma c Lakmal b Kumara 29
(28b, 6x4), Hanuma Vihari b
Fernando 58 (128b, 5x4), Virat
Kohli b Embuldeniya 45 (76b,
5x4), Rishabh Pant b Lakmal 96
(97b, 9x4, 4x6), Shreyas Iyer
lbw b de Silva 27 (48b, 3x4),
Ravindra Jadeja (batting) 45
(82b, 5x4), R. Ashwin (batting)
10 (11b, 2x4); Extras (lb-5,
nb-9): 14; Total (for six wkts. in
85 overs): 357.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-52 (Rohit, 9.5 overs), 2-80
(Mayank, 18.3), 3-170 (Kohli,
43.3), 4-175 (Vihari, 46.3), 5-
228 (Shreyas, 61.1), 6-332 (Pant,
80.5).

SRI LANKA BOWLING
Lakmal 16-1-63-1, Fernando 16-
1-69-1, Kumara 10.5-1-52-1, Em-
buldeniya 28-2-107-2, de Silva
11-1-47-1, Asalanka 3.1-0-14-0
Toss: India

SCOREBOARD

The free-!owing willow of
Rishabh Pant put India on
the ascendancy on day one
of the "rst Test against Sri
Lanka at the IS Bindra PCA
Stadium here on Friday.

At multiple points during
the day, India had looked like
taking the upper hand, only
for the contest to be reset
through timely wickets from
the visitors. But Pant’s belli-
gerent 97-ball 96 (9x4, 4x6)
transformed the match situa-
tion, leaving the host at a
healthy 357 for six on a wick-
et that took turn pretty early. 

Going berserk
During the "rst half of his in-
nings, Pant was busy without
being overtly extravagant,
bringing up his half-century
o# 73 balls. But immediately
after, he went berserk,
smashing left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya and of-
"e Dhananjaya de Silva for
43 runs in just 13 balls, in-
cluding three sixes and "ve
fours.

It was reminiscent of the
way Pant has in the past
dominated spinners on
pitches that o#ered help —
by stepping out and hitting
them for sixes. He had done
that to Nathan Lyon in Aus-
tralia, Englishman Jack
Leach in India and Keshav
Maharaj in South Africa.

The 24-year-old was dar-
ing enough to hit Embuldeni-
ya for back-to-back sixes bet-
ween long-on and deep
mid-wicket despite Dimuth
Karunaratne having sta-

tioned "elders at both posi-
tions. de Silva was carted
straight down the ground for
a six and two fours, the bot-
tom hand coming o# the bat
nonchalantly.

Oft-criticised for playing
one shot too many, and at in-
opportune times, Pant was
"nally dismissed for a shot
he did not try to play. To an
innocuous-looking Suranga
Lakmal delivery, in the "rst
over after the new ball was
taken, Pant’s bat came down
lazily, a few fractions after
the cherry had clipped the

top of o#-stump.
He looked distraught as he

trudged back to the pavilion,
but it wasn’t before the
sparse but energetic crowd
had had their heart’s "ll and
the 104-run sixth-wicket
stand with Ravindra Jadeja
(45 batting, 82b, 5x4) had de-
!ated Sri Lanka.

Earlier in the morning,
Rohit Sharma elected the
bat. The two captains
seemed to have read the
pitch di#erently; India
named three spinners,
Jayant Yadav in addition to

Jadeja and R. Ashwin, while
Sri Lanka went in with three
seamers (Lakmal, Lahiru
Kumara and Vishwa
Fernando).

The pacemen didn’t ex-
actly repay the trust, bow-
ling erratic lines, especially
Kumara, as Rohit (29, 28b,
6x4) and Mayank Agarwal
(33, 49b, 5x4) stroked
smoothly at more than "ve
an over. But the skipper fell
attempting a pull shot, hol-
ing out to "ne-leg. Mayank
played outside the line to a
lovely arm-ball from Embul-

deniya and was trapped
leg-before.

Watchful knock 
Hanuma Vihari, promoted to
No. 3, played a typically
watchful knock (58, 128b,
5x4), with his two driven
boundaries to the cover
fence standing out. Virat
Kohli (45, 76b, 5x4) started
with a beautiful straight drive
and was brisk in his run-mak-
ing as the duo put on 90 runs
for the fourth wicket. But
Embuldeniya foxed Kohli
with a delivery that pitched
on middle stump, beat the
outside edge and crashed in-
to the o#-stump. The dismis-
sal should have made Embul-
deniya’s day but Pant sent
both his "gures and Lanka’s
chances south.

Pant special puts India on the ascendancy 
The swashbuckling batter misses hundred; Vihari chips in with half-century while Kohli falls for 45

SL IN INDIA

N. Sudarshan

MOHALI

Rollicking knock: Pant forced the Sri Lankan attack into submission with audacious
strokeplay. * SPORTZPICS/BCCI

To watch Virat Kohli at his
prime is to watch an embodi-
ment of invincibility. But it’s
a truism that even the best
feel skittish and nervous.
Kohli admitted to the same
feeling on the day he played
his 100th Test. 

“Rahul bhai actually
asked me in the morning
how I was feeling and I said ‘I
am feeling like I was making
my debut’, Kohli said, at the
end of day one. “I had butter-
!ies in my stomach. I didn’t
realise the magnitude of the
event till things got closer to
today. It was a moment
which was very, very special
and I did feel very nervous
walking out.”

The 33-year-old seemed to
have managed them pretty
well during his 104-minute
stay at the crease that
brought him 45 runs. The
thought of him no longer be-

ing the captain but just a spe-
cialist batter didn’t cross his
mind, he said. 

Responsible player
“Even before I became

captain, it was exactly the
same. It never changed and
it never wavered and I have
always been a responsible
player and took responsibili-
ty even when I wasn’t cap-
tain. Obviously, captaincy
brings in lot more responsi-
bility but the mindset was ex-
actly the same and nothing
changed.”

But it was yet another in-
nings from him in recent
times that promised much
but ended short. Kohli
though was unperturbed.

“Obviously disappointed
as I got a good start. I was
batting well. The endeavour
is always to play a big innings
for the team. [But] as long as
I am batting well, I am not
bothered at all. People look

at milestones and talk about
a lot of things. But they are
just conversations on the
outside.

“I know for a fact that I
have been involved in big
partnerships for the team. If
people are not getting to see
me get those big scores, it’s
probably down to their own
expectations. 

Important partnership
“But even today, the partner-
ship of 90 runs [with Hanu-
ma Vihari] was important for
us as we were two down for
80 odd. So as long as your fo-
cus is on the right things,
these are just conversations
on the outside. 

They will continue to hap-
pen because we are some-
how crazy about milestones
and materialistic achieve-
ments. But I personally don’t
think like that. I am batting
well and that’s the most im-
portant thing for me.”

Felt nervous walking out: Kohli
‘We are crazy about milestones, but I don’t think like that’

N. Sudarshan

MOHALI

Unperturbed: Kohli said he was disappointed that he let go of another good start, but insisted
that he was not bothered at all. * SPORTZPICS/BCCI

In elite club: Kohli receives the symbolic cap on his 100th Test appearance from Dravid 
who himself is its distinguished member. * SPORTZPICS/BCCI
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Proud moment

Axar Patel, Shreyas Iyer and
Mohammed Siraj have been
promoted while Ajinkya Ra-
hane, Ishant Sharma, Shik-
har Dhawan and Hardik Pan-
dya are among the
prominent cricketers to have
been demoted in the list of
Board of Control for Cricket
in India’s (BCCI’s) annual re-
tainer for 2012-22.

The 28-member list of
centrally contracted cricke-
ters from October 2021 to
September 2022 was rati"ed
by the BCCI president, secre-
tary and chairman of selec-
tors at the apex council
meeting on Wednesday. The
list, accessed by The Hindu,
has half the number of
cricketers in Grade A (₹5
crore) from 10 to "ve. While

three of the "ve demoted
cricketers — Rahane, Pujara
and Ishant — have been

moved to Grade B (₹3 crore),
Dhawan and Hardik were
shifted from Grade A to
Grade C (₹1 crore). Rahane,
Pujara and Ishant have been
dropped for the Test series
versus Sri Lanka, and Dha-
wan has remained a single-
format cricketer, perhaps
the only ODI specialist in
India.

Hardik, meanwhile,
hasn’t been considered for
selection since India’s disas-
trous T20 World Cup outing
last year. From the list of 29

contracted cricketers for the
previous year, Kuldeep Ya-
dav and Navdeep Saini have
been omitted for the ongoing
cycle.

Suryakumar Yadav is the
only entrant to the list.
Shreyas, Axar and Siraj have
been rewarded for their ex-
ploits across formats. There
has been no change in the
amount of retainer, with Ro-
hit Sharma, Virat Kohli and
Jasprit Bumrah continuing to
be paid ₹7 in the top tier. The
annual retainers’ list is con-
ventionally "nalised by the
BCCI president, secretary
and chairman of selectors.
The grades:

Grade A+ (₹7 cr.): Rohit Shar-
ma, Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah;
Grade A (₹5 cr.): K.L. Rahul, R.
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Rish-
abh Pant, Mohammed Shami.

Grade B (₹3 cr.): Ajinkya Ra-
hane, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ish-
ant Sharma, Shardul Thakur,
Axar Patel, Shreyas Iyer, Mo-
hammed Siraj.

Grade C (₹1 cr.): Shikhar Dha-
wan, Hardik Pandya, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Umesh Yadav, Su-
ryakumar Yadav, Mayank
Agarwal, Shubman Gill, Hanu-
ma Vihari, Wriddhiman Saha,
Washington Sundar, Deepak
Chahar, Yuzvendra Chahal.

New entrant: Suryakumar
Yadav.

Omissions: Kuldeep Yadav,
Navdeep Saini.

Promotions From C to B: Axar
Patel, Shreyas Iyer, Mohammed
Siraj.

Demotions: From A to B: Ajin-
kya Rahane, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Ishant Sharma; From A to C:
Shikhar Dhawan, Hardik Pan-
dya; From B to C: Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Umesh Yadav, Mayank
Agarwal, Wriddhiman Saha.

Axar, Shreyas and Siraj promoted in BCCI contracts list
Rahane, Ishant and Pujara slip from Grade A to B; Dhawan and Hardik demoted to C
Amol Karhadkar

AHMEDABAD 
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B The list has half the
number of cricketers in
Grade A (₹5 crore) from the
earlier 10 to "ve

B Suryakumar Yadav is the
only new entrant to the list
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Shreyas. * PTI

Ramkumar Ramanathan
gave a robust start, and Yuki
Bhambri built on it with a
quality "ght against Den-
mark No.1 Mikael Torpe-
gaard, as the host jumped in-
to the driving seat with a 2-0
lead in the Davis Cup World
Group play-o# tie on the
grass courts of the Delhi
Gymkhana Club on Friday.

With a near capacity
crowd providing a vibrant at-
mosphere, and the surface
playing as expected, it came
down to execution of the
plan, which was done in a
commendable fashion by
Ramkumar and Yuki, amidst
all the buzz and contrasting
performance of the
opponents.

Solid serve
Ramkumar was so solid, es-
pecially with his serve, that
he did not face a single
breakpoint in the hour-long
match, or give any chance for
Sigsgaard.

“I had good feel on the
serve”, said Ramkumar, as-
serting that years of expe-
rience had helped him stay
focused and play to potential
when required.

Yuki was happy to subdue

a talented opponent who
was blowing hot and cold. Af-
ter an initial exchange of
breaks of serve, Yuki broke
decisively in the ninth game
and served out the "rst set,
saving two break points. Into
the second set, Yuki went up
4-0 when Torpegaard gave a
glimpse of his big game, but
it was too late to catch up. 

“I was con"dent, and

when he went for broke, I
was able to raise my game”,
said Yuki, happy to have
played well on grass, adapt-
ing to the demands of the sit-
uation, and grateful to Ram-
kumar for getting the 1-0
cushion.

While the Indian camp
was toying with the idea of
“going for the kill”, with the
recently successful pair of

Rohan Bopanna and Ramku-
mar playing the "rst doubles
on Saturday, the Danish cap-
tain Frederik Nielsen empha-
sised that his team was “pret-
ty far from being out”.

Captain delighted
Captain Rohit Rajpal was de-
lighted with the perfor-
mance of the two boys, espe-
cially with the way Yuki

closed out the match against
the tricky Torpegaard.

Call on doubles pair
“The "rst set was tight for Yu-
ki, but that is when his class
came into play. 

The 2-0 lead takes a lot of
pressure o# the team”, said
Rohit, emphasising that the
team would take a "nal call
on the doubles combination,

even though he had instinc-
tively responded on interna-
tional television that Bopan-
na would pair with Divij
Sharan as per the original
nomination.

Denmark would look up to
its captain Nielsen, 2012
Wimbledon doubles cham-
pion, to infuse some life into
the contest. 
The results: 

India leads Denmark 2-0 (Ram-
kumar Ramanathan bt Christian
Sigsgaard 6-3, 6-2; Yuki Bham-
bri bt Mikael Torpegaard 6-4,
6-4).

Ramkumar serves strong, takes out Sigsgaard with consummate ease
Yuki gets the better of Torpegaard as India jumps into the driving seat with a 2-0 lead to earn the opening day’s honours 

DAVIS CUP

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Good day in the o"ce: Ramkumar did not face a single breakpoint in his match against Sigsgaard while Yuki was happy to subdue a talented opponent in Torpegaard. * V.V. KRISHNAN

<> I was con!dent,
and when he went
for broke, I was
able to raise my
game

Yuki Bhambri

Bangladesh on Friday
named South African fast
bowling great Allan Donald
as the new pace bowling
coach of the national side,
the country’s cricket board
said.

“Allan will join us as
bowling coach and will
work with the national side
until Twenty20 World Cup
in Australia this year,” the
Bangladesh Cricket Board’s
cricket operation chief Jalal
Yunus said.

Donald is replacing West
Indies’ Ottis Gibson.

Donald, 55, will join the
Bangladesh side in South
Africa during their tour in
March-April. The team will
reach South Africa on
March 13 to play three ODIs
and two Test matches. 

Donald is
Bangladesh
bowling coach
Agence France-Presse

Dhaka

Donald. * FILE PHOTO
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The Zavaray S. Poonawalla
Sprinters’ Cup will be the
!rst of the Invitational Races
scheduled to be run on Satur-
day (March 4). 

The 7-year-old bay gelding
Multifaceted could well be-
come the seventh horse to
win two Sprinters’ Cups back
to back. Winner of 12 races
from 19 starts, he’s unbeaten
in his last !ve essays and has
an outstanding chance. 

Standing between him
and history, will be Corfe
Castle, who lost to the form-
er narrowly the last time they
met, in this very race in De-
cember, 2021. A month later
he showed the ability and
courage of a champion to

win the Kakatiya Million. Ho-
wever Ashwa Bravo, the
horse he beat by a neck, was
conceding two kilos to him
that afternoon. This time
they meet on level terms and
that de!nitely brings Ashwa
Bravo into the reckoning. 

And then, there could well

be a riddle that needs to be
answered in the form of a 5-
year-old mare named Enig-
ma. The Sprinters’ Cup pro-
mises to be a real cracker,
but for me it’s the Darius By-
ramji-trained Multifaceted. 

Later, as the sun begins to
go down on the Guindy race-

course, 12 horses participat-
ing in the Farm!elds Stayers
Cup will be lining up to face
the starter to compete in the
42nd running of a race to be
decided over 3000m. 

On paper, it seems to boil
down to a veritable replay of
the 2021 race which was run

in Mumbai last December. 
A mere neck was all that

separated the B. Suresh-
trained 6-year-old My Opi-
nion from the Shro" trained
4-year-old Theon, who was
just having the !fth start of
his life. He has subsequently
come out and waltzed away
with the Indian St. Leger, in a
smart timing. 

My Opinion has won two
of his last three starts (South
India St. Leger and Stayers
Trial Stakes in Chennai).
Both seem to be at the top of
their form, with My Opinion
having the home advantage
while Theon has age on his
side. 

Though it promises to be
an engaging battle between
the duo, there are ten others
who will be pushing them, as
they aren’t there for a joyride
around the Guindy track.

Stayers’ Cup could see a replay of 2021 as Invitation Cup weekend is all set to get underway

Prep time: Horses participating in the Invitation Cup weekend races being put through their
paces at the Guindy racecourse on Friday. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

RACING

Cyrus J. Madan 

CHENNAI

A real cracker of a Sprinters’ Cup in the o!ng at Guindy

SPRINTERS’ CUP
Srinivas Reddy: Ashwa Bravo
very close to Corfe Castle last
time out. Better placed. He
will run close.
L. D’Silva: Corfe Castle was
unlucky in Mumbai. He is very
well and will run a great race.
D. Byramji: Multifaceted is
looking very well and has
relished the rest he has had
after his race last December.

Has a great chance.
Pesi Shro!: Enigma has
shown improvement and
loved the weather in
Bengaluru where she was
stationed after her last win.
Travelled well and will run
well.

STAYERS’ CUP
Vijay Singh: Cli!hanger
relishes a trip and is well
within himself. Must run a

good race.
B. Suresh: My Opinion has
done everything asked of
him. He is very consistent and
stays well. Will be right
there.
Pesi Shro!: Theon, who has
improved a lot and travelled
very well, will run a big race.
Warren Singh: Speedster is in
great heart and won her last
race very well. Will go close.

What the professionals say

Jamshedpur FC moved top
of the league table with 40

points after a thumping 5-1
win against Odisha FC. It
needs just a point from its !-
nal game to seal the League
Winners’ Shield.

Jamshedpur scored its
!rst goal in the 23rd minute
o" a free kick. Greg Stewart
took a direct shot at goal
from approximately 35
yards. 

Kamaljit Singh got a glove
and de#ected the ball,
which struck the crossbar
and bounced back into play.
Daniel Chima Chukwu was
there to head the rebound
home.

Chukwu got his brace
three minutes later. He
pressed Paul Ramfangzauva
to snatch the ball o" him
near Odisha's penalty area,
carried it inside the box, and
slotted the ball in the bot-
tom-right corner.

Sloppy
It seemed like Jamshedpur
would go into the break with
a clean sheet, but some slop-
py goalkeeping by T.P. Rehe-
nesh allowed Ramfangzauva
to pull a goal back in the
45th minute.

He took a shot at goal
from outside the box, and
Rehenesh failed to hold on

to the ball, spilling it inside
the net. 

Jamshedpur continued
the onslaught in the second
half. 

In the 54th minute, Ritwik
Das controlled a well-mea-
sured aerial through ball
from Stewart and averted
the attention of his marker
to stroke the ball home in
the bottom-right corner.
This was Stewart’s ninth as-
sist of the season.

Substitute Jordan Murray
joined the party in the 71st
minute, scoring from a !rst-
time shot after Stewart had
cut back from the right #ank
to !nd him.

There was a protest by the
Odisha players as they felt

that Len Doungel had fouled
Sahil Panwar before Mur-
ray's goal. Jonathas, too en-
thusiastic with his show of
dissent to the fourth o$cial,
was sent o" after seeing a se-
cond yellow card.

Making no mistake

Jamshedpur’s !fth came in
the 87th minute. Laldinliana
Renthlei sent an accurate
low cross into the box from
the right #ank, which found
Ishan Pandita, who made no
mistake in blasting the ball
inside the net. 
The result:

Jamshedpur FC 5 (Chukwu
23 & 26, Ritwik 54, Murray 71,
Pandita 87) bt Odisha FC 1 (Paul
45).

Jamshedpur climbs to the top
Beats Odisha, seals League Winners’ Shield with a 5-1 win

ISL 2021-22

Sports Bureau

Double delight: Chukwu netted a brace for JFC 
against OFC. * FOCUS SPORTS/ISL

Deandra Dottin comple-
mented Hayley Matthews’
whirlwind century with an
immaculate last over as West
Indies notched up a stun-
ning three-run victory over
the fancied New Zealand in
the Women’s ODI World Cup
opener on Friday.

Hayley smashed a 128-ball
119 (16x4, 1x6) but the rest of
the West Indies batters
failed to convert their starts
as the team set up a 260-run
target after Sophie Devine
opted to !eld. In reply, the
2000 champion rode on De-
vine’s chancy 108 to over-
come a shaky start but only
to choke in the !nal over.

Needing six runs in the !-
nal over, New Zealand lost
three wickets in four balls to
get all out for 256 in 49.5 ov-
ers with pace bowling all-
rounder Dottin returning
with !gures of 0.5-0-2-2.

Having survived some an-
xious moments, Devine
completed her sixth ODI
century but could not take
her team over the line.

The scores: West Indies 259/9
in 50 overs (Hayley Matthews
119, Stafanie Taylor 30, Che-
dean Nation 36, Lea Tahuhu 3/
57, Jess Kerr 2/43) bt New Zea-
land 256 in 49.5 overs (Sophie
Devine 108, Amy Satterth-
waite 31, Katey Martin 44, Jess
Kerr 25, Hayley Matthews 2/41,
Anisa Mohammed 2/60, Dean-
dra Dottin 2/2). Toss: NZ.
Player-of-the-Match: Hayley
Matthews. WI won by 3 runs.

Matthews, Dottin sizzle as
Windies pull o! a thriller
Devine’s century goes in vain for Kiwis

WOMEN’S WC

Press Trust of India

Mount Maunganui

Final nail: West Indies’ Deandra Dottin runs out Fran Jonas of
New Zealand to clinch a victory. * GETTY IMAGES

The Indian mixed doubles
pair of Manav Thakkar and
Archana Kamath lost to Chi-
na’s Chuqin Wang and Chen
Xingtong 11-3, 11-3, 11-6 in the
!nal of the WTT Contender
Muscat here on Friday.

However, there was some
good news for India as the
unseeded women’s pair of
Sutirtha Mukherjee and Ay-

hika Mukherjee entered the
summit clash. The duo de-
feated counteparts S. Selena
Deepthi and Akula Sreeja
11-4, 11-6, 12-10 in the semi!-
nals. Sutirtha-Ayhika will
take on Rui Zhang and Kuai
Man of China on Saturday.

Earlier, India’s top wo-
man paddler Manika Batra
went down tamely 9-11, 4-11,
3-11 to Kuai Man of China,
ranked 238 places below her
at 287, in the women’s sin-
gles quarter!nals. 

The results: Women: Singles
(quarter"nals): Kuai Man (Chn)
bt Manika Batra 11-9, 11-4, 11-3. 

Doubles (semi"nals): Sutirtha
Mukherjee & Ayhika Mukherjee
bt S. Selena Deepthi & Akula
Sreeja bt S. Selena Deepthi &
Akula Sreeja 11-4, 11-6, 12-10. 

Mixed doubles: Final: Chuqin
Wang & Chen Xingtong (Chn)
bt Manav Thakkar & Archana
Kamath 11-3, 11-3, 11-6. 

Semi"nals: Manav & Archana
bt Nandor Ecseki & Leila Imre
(Hun) 11-9, 11-7, 11-5.

Manika bows out in quarter"nals
WTT

Sports Bureau

OMAN (MUSCAT)

Opener Imam-ul-Haq hit a
memorable !rst Test centu-
ry on Friday and led Pakis-
tan to a commanding 245 for
one in its !rst home Test
against Australia in 24 years.

The left-hander closed
out the opening day of the
!rst Test on 132 not out on a
typically slow and grassless
subcontinent wicket. Vete-
ran Azhar Ali is also looking
solid on 64 not out.

Australia might have mis-
sed a trick by opting to go
with its three frontline fast
bowlers who hardly trou-
bled the batters. Australia
even used its three part-time
spinners — Marnus Labus-

chagne, Travis Head and
Steve Smith — without any
reward. Imam and Azhar de-
nied Australia any hope of a
breakthrough with the new
ball in the 10 overs before
stumps and stretched their
second-wicket partnership
to 140.

Only success
Nathan Lyon (1/87), got the
only success of the day for
the visitors when he dismis-
sed Abdullah Sha!que for 44

just before lunch, but not be-
fore a 105-run opening wick-
et stand with Imam.

Azhar and Imam then
frustrated Australia for the
entire two sessions by piling
up another century stand.
Imam showed grit through-
out the day against fast bow-
lers and spinners after Babar
Azam elected to bat.

Australian players wore
black armbands as a tribute
to Rod Marsh who died on
Friday at the age of 74.

Imam’s maiden century drives Pakistan
Azhar chips in with unbeaten "fty as host takes day’s honours

AUS IN PAKISTAN

Press Trust of India

Rawalpindi

Pakistan — 1st innings: Abdul-
lah Shafique c Cummins b Lyon
44, Imam-ul-Haq (batting) 132,
Azhar Ali (batting) 64; Extras
(b-4, nb-1): 5; Total (for one
wkts. in 90 overs): 245.

Fall of wicket: 1-105.

Australia bowling: Starc 16-4-
43-0, Hazlewood 14-3-24-0,
Lyon 31-4-87-1, Cummins 15-3-
34-0, Head 3-0-13-0, Green
5-1-18-0.

Toss: Pakistan.

SCOREBOARD
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Women’s World Cup: Star
Sports 2 (SD & HD), 3.30 a.m.
& Star Sports 3, 6.30 a.m.
Ranji Trophy: SS Select 1 (SD
& HD), 9.30 a.m.
India vs Sri Lanka: 1st Test,
day 2, Star Sports 1 (SD &
HD), 9.30 a.m.
Davis Cup: India vs Den-
mark, Sony Ten 2 (SD & HD),
9.45 a.m. onwards
Pakistan vs Australia: 1st
Test, day 2, Sony Six (SD &
HD), 10.30 a.m.
Premier League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD), 6 p.m., 8.30 p.m.
& 11 p.m.
ISL: Star Sports 3, 7.30 p.m.
& 9.30 p.m.
Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 8 p.m. & 11 p.m.

TV PICKS

Elite: Group A (Rajkot): Gujarat
555/8 decl. in 141.4 overs
(Saurav Chauhan 51, Bhargav
Merai 223, Het Patel 154,
Umang Kumar 47, Chirag
Khurana 5/151) vs Meghalaya
99/6 in 30 overs (Punit Bisht
54 batting).

Madhya Pradesh 474/5 in
180 overs (Yash Dubey 224
batting, Rajat Patidar 142, Ak-
shat Raghuwanshi 50) vs
Kerala.
Group B: At Cuttack: Bengal
437 in 115.3 overs (Abhimanyu
Easwaran 114, Anustup
Majumdar 95, Manoj Tiwary
53, Sayan Mondal 97 n.o.,

Jagjit Singh 5/87) vs Chand-
igarh 133/6 in 52 overs.
At Bhubaneswar: Hyderabad
197 & 169/6 in 59 overs (Rohit
Rayudu 49 batting, Chandan
Sahani 54) vs Baroda 163 in 47
overs (B. Punnaiah 4/35, Ravi
Teja 4/50).
Group C (Chennai): Karnataka
453/8 decl. in 132.2 overs
(Devdutt Padikkal 178, K.V.
Siddharth 85, Manish Pandey
107 n.o., Ashith Rajiv 4/80) vs
Pondicherry 52/2 in 18 overs. 

Jammu & Kashmir 259 vs
Railways 297/8 in 91 overs
(Pratham Singh 75, Shivam
Chaudhary 47, Abid Mushtaq

36.3 overs (Nabam Abo 6/32).

Nagaland 509 in 137.3 overs
(Yugandhar Singh 49, Shrikant
Mundhe 123, Hokaito Zhimomi
71, Chetan Bist 119, Nagaho
Chishi 76) vs Mizoram 95 in
33.1 overs (Raja Swarnkar
5/17).

Sikkim 462 in 113.3 overs
(Liyan Khan 179, Palzor
Tamang 43, Ankur Malik 126
n.o., Bishworjit Konthoujam 4/
96) vs Manipur 238/7 in 64
overs (Nitesh Sedai 62, Rex
Rajkumar 62, Kangabam Singh
40 batting, Tarun Sharma
4/39).

Group H (Guwahati): Chhattis-
garh 482/9 decl. in 145 overs
(Sanidhya Hurkat 44, Ajay
Mandal 63, Amandeep Khare
156 n.o., Shashank Singh 122,
Vikas Mishra 6/124) vs Delhi
108/3 in 30 overs.

Tamil Nadu 285 in 80.2
overs (B. Indrajith 100, R. Sai
Kishore 81) & 15/2 in 10 overs
vs Jharkhand 226 in 74.3 overs
(Utkarsh Singh 52, Saurabh
Tiwary 58, M. Siddharth 4/37).
Plate (Kolkata): Arunachal
Pradesh 196 & 210/7 in 78.3
overs (Teshi Tiku 47, Rajesh
Bishnoi 70 batting, Ashutosh
Aman 4/47) vs Bihar 109 in

Sindhu 73, Sidharth Sharma 4/
57) & 61/0 in 21 overs vs Hi-
machal Pradesh 184 in 45.5
overs (Amit Kumar 56, Akash
Vasisht 40, Amit Rana 5/58).
Group G: At Lahli: Assam 316 in
92.1 overs (Rishav Das 44,
Riyan Parag 48, Swarupam
Purkayastha 113, Rajneesh
Gurbani 5/77) vs Vidarbha
266/9 in 82 overs (Faiz Fazal
86, Atharva Taide 42, Riyan
Parag 5/68).
At Sultanpur: Maharashtra 462
in 147.1 overs (Rahul Tripathi
56, Ankit Bawne 140, Naushad
Shaikh 53, Azim Kazi 113) vs
Uttar Pradesh 62/1 in 32 overs.

overs vs Andhra 226 in 85
overs (C.R. Gnaneshwar 45,
Shaik Rasheed 56, Deepak
Dhapola 4/80).

Rajasthan 92 & 23/0 in 14
overs vs Services 301 in 113.2
overs (Ravi Chauhan 47, Sham-
sher Yadav 60, Rajat Paliwal
91, Manav Suthar 4/82).
Group F (New Delhi): Tripura
127 & 232 in 65.5 overs
(Subham Ghosh 55, Manis-
ankar Murasingh 85, Arshdeep
Singh 5/33) vs Punjab 120 in
37.4 overs (Manisankar Muras-
ingh 6/48).

Haryana 302 in 106.5 overs
(Himanshu Rana 129, Nishant

5/72).
Group D (Ahmedabad): Sauras-
htra 347 in 87.4 overs (Chirag
Jani 140, Sheldon Jackson 97)
vs Goa 239/4 in 85 overs
(Amogh Sunil Desai 47, Suyash
Prabhudessai 64, Shubham
Ranjane 59 batting, Eknath
Kerkar 52 batting).

Odisha 284 in 107.1 overs
(Shantanu Mishra 89) vs
Mumbai 259/3 in 70 overs
(Prithvi Shaw 53, Armaan Jaf-
fer 77 batting, Sarfaraz Khan
107 batting).
Group E
(Thiruvananthapuram): Ut-
tarakhand 194 & 36/2 in 12

RANJI TROPHY, ROUND 3, DAY 2

Donic delights as Dallas
beats Warriots again
DALLAS

Luka Doncic exploded for a
game-high 41 points as host
Dallas beat Golden State
122-113.
The results: Atlanta 130 bt
Chicago 124; Boston 120 bt
Memphis 107; Miami 113 bt
Brooklyn 107; Detroit 108 bt
Toronto 106; Dallas 122 bt
Golden State 113; Sacramento
115 bt San Antonio 112; LA
Clippers 132 bt LA Lakers 111.
REUTERS

IN BRIEF

Barty withdraws from
Indian Wells, Miami Open 
MELBOURNE

Women’s World No. 1
Ashleigh Barty pulled out of
the forthcoming WTA
hardcourt tournaments at
BNP Paribas Open in Indian
Wells and Miami Open in
which she is a two-time
champion. In a statement
released by the WTA website,
Barty said she took the
decision due to health
seatbacks and hoped to make
a comeback in the Billie Jean
King Cup qualifying event on
April 15 to represent her
country Australia. ANI

Murray reunites with
former coach Lendl
LONDON

Andy Murray has appointed
Ivan Lendl as his coach for a
third time, reuniting with the
man who guided him to all
three of his Grand Slam titles.
The former world number
one, who has been searching
for a coach since splitting
from Jamie Delgado in
December, first began
working with the eight-time
Grand Slam champion in
2012. AFP

Indian boxers Yakshika
(52kg) and Vidhi (57kg) en-
tered the junior girls’ sem-
i!nals with comprehen-
sive victories at the Asian
Youth & Junior boxing
championships in Am-
man, Jordan, on Friday.

While Yakshika outper-
formed Nepal’s Swostika
Tiruwa, Vidhi blanked Uz-
bekistan’s Odinakhon
Ismoilova.

Assured of bronze
Assured of at least bronze
medals, Yakshika and Vid-
hi will now take on Ka-
zakhstan’s Shakhnaz
Tairzhan and Hangoma
Isoeva of Tajikistan res-
pectively in their semi!-
nals on Tuesday.

However, it was cur-
tains for Tamanna, who
gave her all during an in-
tense junior girls’ 66kg
last-eight contest against
Kazakhstan’s Aruzhan
Zhangabayeva but ended
up losing 1-4.

In the youth men’s
bout, last edition’s silver
medallist Vanshaj entered
the 63.5kg quarter!nals
with an easy unanimous
win against local boy Ab-
dallah Almharat. 

Yakshika,
Vidhi enter
medal rounds 

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

BOXING

Colourful start: The Olympic cauldron is lit during the Opening Ceremony of the Beijing 2022 Winter Paralympics on Friday. The
Games opened here with the Russian athletes sent home and the Ukrainian team escaping a war zone to get to China. A
Ukrainian team member in a wheelchair carried the country’s now widely known blue and yellow !ag at the head of a 20-person
delegation entering the Bird’s Nest. * GETTY IMAGES
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Winter Paralympics open

Spinners M. Siddharth (4/37)
and M. Shahrukh Khan (3/
36) bowled Tamil Nadu into
a strong position and helped
secure a handy !rst-innings
lead of 59 runs against Jhark-
hand on day two of the !nal
Ranji Trophy league match
here at the Nehru Stadium
on Friday. Resuming the day
on 256 for seven, TN was
bowled out for 285 after
Jharkhand left-arm pacer
Sushant Mishra quickly took
the last three wickets with a
!ery and accurate spell.

Strong start

In reply, Jharkhand started
strongly with opener Ut-
karsh Singh (52) getting his
side o" to a good start and
taking the team to lunch at
80 for two in just 23 overs. 

The left-handed batter
went after the TN quicks
Sandeep Warrier and M. Mo-
hammed, slamming !ve
boundaries against them.

Utkarsh was supported by
skipper Saurabh Tiwary (58),
who too was aggressive and
started his innings with a six
and four against Sai Kishore
as they added 73-runs for the
third wicket. Utkarsh was
the !rst to get to his !fty with

two fours in an over against
Aparajith before he was
caught behind o" Warrier. 

Tiwary, who had raced to
45 o" 53 balls, was made to
wait for his half-century
which he got to by stepping
down and hitting Mo-
hammed through covers. He
was then dismissed by part-
time o"-spinner Shahrukh as
Jharkhand went from 133 for
two to 179 for !ve at tea.

Delhi knocked out
Meanwhile, Amandeep
Khare’s brilliant unbeaten
156 (318b, 18x4, 1x6) and
Shashank Singh’s 122 (177b,

16x4, 2x6) powered Chhattis-
garh to a mammoth !rst in-
nings total of 482 for nine de-
clared against Delhi on the
second day of their Ranji
Trophy match at the ACA
Stadium.

Delhi, which has been
knocked out of the competi-
tion, ended the day on 103
for three. Chhattisgarh has
given itself the best chance
to qualify for the knockouts
as it now can press for an
outright win over the next
two days. In case, there is an
outright result in the match
between TN and Jharkhand,
as it seems likely, Chhattis-

garh will need to beat Delhi
to qualify.
The scores: Tamil Nadu — 1st
innings: M. Kaushik Gandhi b
Shukla 10, L. Suryapprakash c
Nazim b Shukla 1, B. Aparajith b
Shukla 6, B. Indrajith st (sub) b
Nadeem 100, Vijay Shankar lbw
b Ashish 11, R. Sai Kishore c Tiw-
ary b Anukul 81, M. Shahrukh
Khan c Tiwary b Anukul 20, N.
Jagadeesan c Kushagra b Sush-
ant 19, M Mohammed b Sushant
7, M. Siddharth b Sushant 8,
Sandeep Warrier (not out) 4;
Extras (b-9, lb-6, w-3): 18; Total
(in 80.2 overs): 285.
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-16, 3-21,
4-32, 5-203, 6-235, 7-244, 8-
264, 9-272.
Jharkhand bowling: Ashish 12-

4-30-1, Shukla 14-2-57-3, Na-
deem 23-2-83-1, Sushant 10.2-
1-39-3, Utkarsh 7-1-18-0, Anu-
kul 14-4-43-2.

Jharkhand — 1st innings: Ut-
karsh Singh c Jagadeesan b
Warrier 52, Mohammed Nazim c
Vijay Shankar b Warrier 17, Ku-
mar Kushagra c Indrajith b Sai
Kishore 14, Saurabh Tiwary c In-
drajith b Sharukh 58, Virat
Singh c Suryapprakash b Sidd-
harth 17, Kumar Suraj lbw b
Shahrukh 19, Anukul Roy lbw b
Shahrukh 17, Shahbaz Nadeem
lbw b Siddharth 1, Sushant Mis-
hra c Sai Kishore b Siddharth 4,
Ashish Kumar not out 8, Rahul
Shukla lbw b Siddharth 5; Ex-
tras (b-11, lb-1, nb-2): 14; Total
(in 74.3 overs): 226.

Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-58, 3-
131,4-165, 5-177, 6-199, 7-200,
8-204, 9-208.

Tamil Nadu bowling: Warrier
11-5-28-2, Siddharth 16.3-3-
37-4, Sai Kishore 11-2-38-1, Mo-
hammed 8-1-23-0, Aparajith 6-
1-32-0, Kaushik 10-2-20-0,
Shahrukh 12-3-36-3.

Tamil Nadu — 2nd innings:
Kaushik Gandhi c Kushagra b
Shukla 1, Suryapprakash c & b
Shukla 2, Aparajith batting 7, Sai
Kishore (batting) 2; Extras (lb-1,
w-2): 3; Total (for two wkts. in
10 overs): 15.

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-12

Jharkhand bowling: Shukla 4-1-
4-2, Ashish 2-0-9-0, Nadeem
3-2-1-0, Anukul 1-1-0-0.

Siddharth, Shahrukh help TN take handy lead
Utkarsh and Tiwary come up with half-centuries, but Jharkhand falls short by 59 runs in the !rst innings

S. Dipak Ragav

Guwahati

*

Spinning a web: Shahrukh’s three wickets complemented Siddharth’s haul of four as TN won the "rst innings race. * RITU RAJ KONWAR

RANJI TROPHY

Easy win for 
Sehgal Club
Man-of-the-match Sultan
Ansari scored an unbeaten
25-ball 66 and Abhishek
Sharma made 68 while
Sumit Mathur and Ankur
Malik picked up three
wickets each as Sehgal CC
beat Life Care by 116 runs in
the 1st All India Unique
Sports tournament.
The scores:

SCC 267/6 in 35 overs

(Abhishek Sharma 68, Sultan

Ansari 66 n.o.) bt Life Care 151

in 28 overs (Siddharth Yadav

55, Parth Patel 34, Sumit

Mathur 3/5, Ankur Malik 3/35).

Sapience Club lifts 
PCL Premium title
Pardeep Parashar and
Yashjeet picked up three
wickets each as Sapience
CC beat Sandhu XI from
Ludhiana by 79 runs to lift
the 5th All India PCL T20
Premium tournament and
win a purse of ₹1,51,000.
Bharat Sharma was named
best batsman, Pardeep
Parashar best bowler and

Nehal Pajni
man-of-the-series of the
tournament.
The scores: Sapience Club

194/5 in 20 overs (Dheeru

Singh 69, Lakhan Bharti 53,

Manish Sheoran 2/46) bt

Sandhu XI 115 in 18 overs

(Nipun Sharda 36, Pardeep

PArashar 3/19, Yashjeet 3/15,

Nehal Pajni 2/27).

Sporting claims 
Sandeep Singh 
memorial title
Yogesh Kumar Chako
scored crucial 37 runs and
took two wickets while
Pramod Chandela and
Shivam Singh made half
centuries as Sporting Club
beat Haryana CA by 21 runs
to lift the All India Sandeep
Singh memorial T20
tournament. Chako was
also named
man-of-the-series.
The scores:

Sporting Club 187/6 in 20

overs (Pramod Chandela 56,

Shivam Singh 50, Yogesh

Kumar Chako 37, Sangeet

2/34, Raunak Dabas 2/27) bt

HCA 166/6 in 20 overs (Vivek

Yadav 87, Jayant Lakhlan 52,

Manish Sehrawat 2/19, Yogesh

Kumar Chako 2/49).

Sanju leads 
Youngsters win
Sanju top-scored with 60
runs and Rishi Kakaria
added 45 as Youngsters XI
beat West Delhi Academy
by 25 runs in the CS Rajput
memorial tournament.
The scores:

Youngsters XI 207 in 36 overs

(Sanju 60, Rishi Kakaria 45,

Sushant 5/31) bt WDA 182 in

39 overs (Amar Faizal 42,

Rahul Rai 3/35).

Aarav and 
Kridhey shine
A half-century by Aarav
Chauhan and three wickets
by Kridhey Berry saw
Airliner Academy beat GRM
Academy by 73 runs in the
Friendship Cup. 
The scores:

Airliner Academy 201/6 in 30

overs (Aarav Chauhan 54) bt

GRMA 128 in 24 overs (Harsh

Tripathi 35, Kridhey Berry

3/45).
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