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MAINLY CLEAR SKY.MODERATE FOG IN THE
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TEMPERATURES WOULD BE AROUND 26 AND
10 DEGREE CELSIUS RESPECTIVELY.

RAINFALL: Nil

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max: 97% Min: 38%
TEMPERATURE

Max: 27.4°C(-1)  Min: 11.1°C (-3)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
06:44 hrs 17:28 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
14:55 hrs 02:55 hrs

. e
Vehicles stuck in traffic as tourists arrive in
large numbers spend their vacation during the
weekend, in North Goa on Saturday. AN

Sports awards: Olympic gold medallist Neeraj
Chopra, Paralympics gold medallist Sumit
Antil, and woman cricketer Mithali Raj along
with nine other sportspersons were conferred
the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratha Award -
the country's highest sporting honour - at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Saturday, while an
unprecedented 35 athletes were honoured
with the Arjuna Award. (P12)

Visas for Sikh pilgrims: The Pakistan High Com-
mission in New Delhi has issued around 3000
visas to Indian Sikh pilgrims to participate in
the 552nd Birth Anniversary celebrations of
Baba Guru Nanak in Pakistan from 17-26
November. During their stay in Pakistan, the
Sikh pilgrims would pay obeisance at different
Gurdwaras, including Gurdwara Janam Asthan
in Nankana Sahib and Gurdawara Darbar Sahib

in Kartarpur.

Daily Covid deathson higher side

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AR colonel, wife &son
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deadin Manipurattack

Fourjawansalsokilled inambush; massive operationson to nab attackers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 13 NOVEMBER

he commanding
officer of the 46th
battalion of the
para-military Ass-
am Rifles, Colonel Viplav Tri-
pathi, died along with his
wife and 9-year-old son
today in an ambush by
PLA insurgents today at
Sehken village in Singhat
Sub-Division of Manipur’s
Churachandpur district.

The ambush near the
Indo-Myanmar border took
place around 10 a.m. and
three of the colonel’s escort
detail and a driver were also
killed on the spot.

The officer’s convoy
including a Quick Reaction
Team was attacked with Im-
provised Explosive Devices
(IED) at Sehken village,
followed by heavy gunfire
from ambush.

Atleast four Assam Rifles
personnel were injured in
the attack and ensuing
firefight, and were later
taken to the health centre
at Behiang on the Indo-
Myanmar according to
informed sources.

Army, Assam Rifles and
police forcesled by senior
police and para-military
officials have launched a
massive combing operation
in the area to nab the mil-
itants.

Strongly condemning

the attack, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
social media, “I pay hom-
age to those soldiers and
family members who have
been martyred today. Their
sacrifice will never be for-
gotten. My thoughts are
with the bereaved families
in this hour of sadness.”
“The cowardly attack
on the Assam Rifles convoy
in Churachandpur is
extremely painful and con-
demnable. The nation has
lost five brave soldiers

including CO 46 AR and two
family members. My con-
dolences to the bereaved
families. The perpetrators
will be brought to justice
soon,” said Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh.

Strongly condemning
the attack, Manipur chief
minister N Biren Singh said
state and paramilitary forces
are already on their job to
track down the militants.

“The perpetrators will
be brought to justice,” he
wrote on Twitter.

A statement released
on social media by the
insurgentPeople’s Libera-
tion Army said it and the
Manipur Naga People’s
Front had carried out the
attack. The statement added
that they were unaware of
the presence of the fami-
lymembers of the deceased
colonel in the convoy.

(With agency inputs)

Forceskill 26 Maoistsin Gadchiroli

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NAGPUR, 13 NOVEMBER'

At least 26 Maoists were
killed during a fierce
encounter with Maha-
rashtra Police in the deep
forests near Dhanora in
Gadchiroli district, Gad-
chiroli Superintendent of
Police Ankit Goyal said.
“Around 26 Naxals have
been eliminated in the
encounter at multipleloca-
tions by several security
forcesin the region. Three
security personnel have

also been injured in the
cross-firing. They have been
airlifted by helicopter to Nag-
pur and admitted for treat-
ment at a local hospital,"”
Goyal told TANS.

The gun-battle which
started in the early hours
of Saturday in the dense for-
est of Kolgut-Dandat was
continuing till evening with
atleast 26 fatalities notched
among the Maoists, while
three security personnel
were also hurt, Goyal said.

As per initial reports
received at the Gadchiroli

district headquarters, the
encounter was with a Dalam
ofthe banned CPI(Maoist)
and commandos of the C-
60 unit.

Now, a massive comb-
ingoperation has also been
undertaken to detect more
bodies of the slain extrem-
ists with a possibility of
the death toll likely to go up
in thisremote region on the
Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh.

Though the exactiden-
tity of the Maoistskilled in
Saturday's operations is
yetto be established, there

isspeculation thata promi-
nentleader of an outlawed
organisationisamongthe
slain. Goyal, however,
declined to comment.

Following a tip-off on Fri-
day that some Maoists were
expected to gather and
plan out some activitiesin
the region, the security
forceslaunched search and
combing operations. Soon,
they came virtually face-to-
face with the extremists
leadingto the fierce jungle
gun-battle which continued
till Saturday evening.

PM chairsmeeton

NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Notwithstanding a substantial
decrease in the new Covid-19
cases, the daily death due to
Covid-19 continued to remain
on the higher side, reveals
data provided by the Union
Health Ministry.

While 555 new deathswere
reported during the past 24
hours, there were only 11,850
new casesreported during the
same period. This week India
reported approximately 58,650
newcasesand 1,899 deaths due
to the pandemic.

According to the Union
Health Ministry, India’srecov-
eryrate stands at 98.26 per cent,
which is the highest since
March this year, and more
than 12,403 patients recov-
ered during the past24 hours.
The total recoveries have
reached 3,38,26,483 since the

outbreak of the pandemic, the
Ministry said.

Thedaily test positivity rate
hasalso come down from 1.05
per cent, weekly positivity rate
to 0.94 per cent.

India'sactive caseload has
also come down to 1,36,308,
whichisthelowestin274 days

India’s vaccination drive is
alsoveryencouragingwith the
administration of more than 123
crore doses of the vaccine.

Thetopfive stateswhich have
registered maximum cases in
the previous 24 hours are Ker-
ala with 6674 cases, Maha-
rashtra 925 cases, West Bengal
860 cases, Tamil Nadu 812
cases and Mizoram 669 cases.
More than 83.89 per cent ofthe
new cases havebeenreported
from these five states with Ker-
alaaloneresponsible for56.32
per cent of the new cases, the
ministry data indicated.

Delhi cases: The number of
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single-day Covid-19 casesin the
city came down to 56 on Sat-
urday from 62 on Friday fol-
lowing 58,483 tests done across
the national capital.

cryptocurrency

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday chaired a compre-
hensive meeting on the way for-
ward for cryptocurrency and
related issues in which itwas decid-
ed that unregulated crypto can-
not be allowed for money laun-
dering and terror financing,
according to government sources.

The meeting was held after a
consultative process done by the
Reserve Bank of India, the Finance
Ministry, and the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) in which
global and Indian experts were
consulted and global examples
and best practices studied. Accord-
ing to sources the Government
strongly feels that attempts to mis-

promising and non-transparent
advertising have to be stopped.

It was also discussed that
unregulated crypto markets can-
notbe allowed to become avenues
formoneylaundering and terror
financing.

Sources said that the govern-
ment is cognizant of the fact
that this is an evolving technol-
ogy hence it will keep a close watch
and take proactive steps.

There was consensus also that
the steps takenin this field by the
Government will be progressive
and forward-looking. The gov-
ernment will continue to pro-
actively engage with the experts
and other stakeholders. Since the
issue cuts across individual coun-
tries' borders, it was felt thatit will
also require global partnerships

Delhischoolstostay
shut, no construction
work to be permitted

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Beginning from Monday, all
schoolsin Delhi will remain
closed foraweek owing to
air pollution in the nation-
al capital nearing an emer-
gency level. However, the
schools will continue to
function in online mode.

Thiswas one of the four
major decisions taken at
anemergency meeting called
by Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

He said the school clo-
sure decision was essen-
tial to prevent children from
inhaling polluted air.

Kejriwal further anno-
unced, “All the offices of the
Delhi governmentwill oper-
ateinthework-from-home
mode (WFH) foraweek. An
advisorywill beissued for pri-
vate offices too to go back
to the WFH mode as much
aspossible." The third deci-
sion the Chief Minister
announced was that con-
struction activity will remain
banned all over the city
from 14 to 17 November.

The government will
soon present a proposal to
the Supreme Court foralock-
down in the city in view of
thealarmingsituation caused
by severeair pollution. At this
stage, the government is
working on the proposal
and will consult the Central
government in this regard
before taking it to the apex
court, Kejriwal added. The
ChiefMinisterhad called an
emergency meetingon Sat-
urday evening on the issue
after the Supreme Court
asked for "someurgentme-
asures" to effectivelyhandle
the severe air pollution cri-
sis in the city.

Declarelockdownif
need be: Apex court
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A view of the national capital shrouded in smog, in the

capital on Saturday. - SUBRATA DUTTA

NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The Supreme Court on Sat-
urday took a serious view
ofthe severe air pollution
in Delhi-NCR and sug-
gested thatif needed the
government can declare
a two-day lockdown to
bring down the levels,
which have been caused
by stubble burning, vehi-
cles, firecrackers, indus-
tries, dust.

The top courtempha-
sised that the air pollution
issue should belooked into
"beyond politics and gov-
ernments".

At the outset, a bench
headed by ChiefJustice N.V.
Ramanatold Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, repre-
sentingthe Centre, that the
"situationisverybad...In
the house we are wearing
masks. Itisabad situation".

"How to control air

dayslockdown, ifneed be,
or what. How will people
live in Delhi?" queried
the Chief Justice.

He emphasised that
the government should
look at steps to bring
down the AQI from 500 to
200, and then further
improve it.

Mehta began the argu-
ment by detailing steps
taken by the air quality
management commis-
sion to abate air pollution
in NCR and adjoining
areas, which included
steps taken to address
agricultural stubble burn-
ing.

The bench, also com-
prisingJustices D.Y. Chan-
drachud and Surya Kant
said instead of blaming the
farmers, all state govern-
ments and the Centre
should come together to
address the issue.

Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbaiamong
world'stop 10 polluted cities

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Ofthe world's top 10 cities
with the worst air quality,
three ~ Delhi, Kolkata and
Mumbai, are in India, data
from air quality and pollu-
tion city tracking service from
IQAir, aSwitzerland-based
climate group showed.
While Delhi's Air Qual-
ityIndex (AQI) at556 made
it to the top of the list,
Kolkataand Mumbai record-
ed an AQI of 177 and 169,
respectively, at fourth and
sixth position, on the list.
The cities with the worst

AQI indices also include
Lahore, in Pakistan, and
Chengdu, in China.

A real-time air quality
information platform, IQAir
isalso atechnology partner
ofthe United Nations Envi-
ronmental Program (UNEP).

As per System of Air
Quality and Weather Fore-
casting And Research
(SAFAR) data, Delhi's over-
all air quality on Saturday
morning stood at 499,
whereas the level of PM 10
and PM 2.5 pollutantsin the
airwasrecorded at 134 and
72, respectively. Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB)

data at 9 a.m. recorded an
AQI of 468 at Anand Vihar,
484 atITO,433 at RKPuram
and 452 at Sri Aurobindo's.
AnAQI between zeroand 50
isconsidered 'good’,51 and
100 'satisfactory’, 101 and
200 'moderate’, 201 and
300 'poor’, 301 and 400 'very
poor', then401 and between
500 is considered 'severe'.

The Supreme Court on
Saturday took a serious
view of the severe air pol-
lution in Delhi-NCR and sug-
gested that if needed, the
government can declare a
two-daylockdown to bring
down the levels.

lead the youth through over-

and collective strategies.

Climate talks resume, cautious coal phaseoutstillontable

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GLASGOW, 13 NOVEMBER

UN talks to curb global warm-
ingraninto last-minute prob-
lems Saturday because of cold
hard cash.

Negotiators in Glasgow,
Scotland, held last-minute
huddles and pored over fresh
proposals for sealing a deal that
they hoped could be credibly
said to advance worldwide
efforts to tackle global warm-
ing. But fundingissues - specif-
ically, compensation for cli-
mate damages and credits in
atradingsystem - caused the
discussions to bog down.

British officials chairing
the talks released new draft
agreements after shuttle diplo-
macy continued past an offi-
cial Friday evening deadline.
U.S. climate envoy John Kerry
and his Chinese counterpart,
Xie Zhenhua, both indicated
cautious optimism late Friday
that the negotiations were
moving forward. During the
buildup to the delayed session
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A climate activist holds a placard next to police officers near the
venue for the COP26 U.N. Climate Summit in Glasgow, Scotland,

on Saturday afternoon, Kerry
huddled with diplomats from
Africa and other parts of the
developing world.

The last-minute negotia-
tions focused on a potential
loss-and-damage fund for
poor nations hurt by climate
change and forest credits in
a carbon-trading market.

“I'hope we can have some

resolutions before formally
starting this plenary,” con-
ference president Alok Shar-
ma, an official from host
nation Britain, told negotia-
tors. “Collectively this is a
package that really moves
things forward for everyone.”

Divisions remained on the
issue of financial support
sought by poor countries for

the disastrous impacts of cli-
mate change they will increas-
ingly suffer in the future. The
United States and the Euro-
pean Union, two of the world’s
biggest historic emitters of gre-
enhouse gases, continued to
have deep reservations about
the so-called “loss and dam-
age” provisions.
Mohammed Quamrul
Chowdhury of Bangladesh,
a lead negotiator for less-
developed countries, ticked off
the ways that vague wording
in the latest draft fell short of
committing wealthier coun-
tries to putting new money on
the table for countries strug-
gling with climate damage.
“This package is very hard
to explain for those already suf-
fering the consequences at the
front lines of the rising risks,
or to anyone aware of the sci-
entific evidence of what is
coming our way unless we act
faster,” said University of
Twente climate scientist Ma-
arten van Aalst, who is also dir-
ector of the Climate Centre of

'

the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies.
Anotherissue causing prob-
lems Saturday has confounded
negotiators for six years: set-
ting up carbon-trading mar-
kets. Theideais to trade cred-
its for reducing carbon like
other commodities, unleash-
ing the power of markets,
with poorer nations getting
money, often from private
companies, for measures that
reduce carbonin theair. One
huge issue has been rich
nations want to make sure that
poor nations that sell their cred-
its for making carbon reduc-
tions, which include carbon-
sucking forests, don’'tinclude
the same settings as reductions
in their national emissions,
called double counting.
Saturday’s draft provided
“strong” provisions to pre-
vent double counting of off-
sets, butnewissuesinvolving
forestsreemerged laterin the
day, according to Environ-
mental Defense Fund Vice
President Kelly Kizzier, a for-
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mer European Union nego-
tiator and expert on carbon
market negotiations.

Before the areas of dis-
agreement betweenrich and
poor nations demanded urgent
attention, coal had garnered
more consideration.

A proposal for the overar-
ching decision retains con-
tentious language calling on
countries to accelerate “efforts
towards the phase-out of
unabated coal power and
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies.”

Butin a new addition, the
text says nations will recog-
nize “the need for support
towards a just transition” —
areference to calls from those
working in the fossil fuel
industry for financial sup-
port as they wind down jobs
and businesses.

Some advocacy groups
said the current proposals
were not strong enough.

“Here in Glasgow, the
world’s poorest countries are
in danger of being lost from
view, but the next few hours

can and must change the
course we are on,” Oxfam
senior policy adviser Tracy
Carty said. “What’s on the
table s still not good enough.”

But the possibility of hav-
ingfossil fuels explicitly men-
tioned for the first time in a
decision coming out of the
UN'’s annual Conference of the
Parties meeting, or COP, was
well-received by some envi-
ronmentalists.

“It’s weaker and compro-
mised, but we see it as a
bridgehead, a bit of a break-
through,” Greenpeace Exec-
utive Director Jennifer Mor-
gan said. “We will have to
fightlike hell to keepitin there
and have it strengthened in the
coming hours,” Morgan said,
adding that there were “a
clutch of countries really seek-
ingto strike thatline from the
deal.”

In another proposal, coun-
tries are “encouraged” to sub-
mit new targets for emissions
reduction for 2035 by 2025, and
for 2040 by 2030, establishing

a five-year cycle. Previously,
developing countries were
expected to do so only every
10 years. Developed coun-
tries are also being asked to
submit a short-term update
next year.

The proposed agreement
states thatin order to achieve
the 2015 Paris accord’s ambi-
tious goal of capping global
warming at 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius (2.7 Fahrenheit) by the end
ofthe century compared with
pre-industrial times, coun-
tries will need to make “rapid,
deep and sustained reductions
in global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, including reducing
global carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 45% by 2030 relative
to the2010level and to net zero
around mid-century, as well
as deep reductions in other
greenhouse gases.” Scientists
say the world is not on track
to meet that goal yet, butvar-
ious pledges made before and
during the two-week talks,
which are now in overtime,
have brought them closer.
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TMC Government has refused to reduce the share of
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State taxes on the fuel

RAJU BISTA, DARJEELING BJP MP

ON THE FUEL PRICES IN WEST BENGAL THAT HE SAID WERE HIGHER THAN IN BJP-RULED STATES

No constructionactivity permitted
inDelhi:CMKejriwalon airpoliution

SNS & AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

o tackle increasing air

pollution levels in

the national capital,

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Satur-
day announced a 'pollution
lockdown' under which all
construction activity in the
national capital has been
shut down from November
14 to 17 November.

Government office
employees will be asked to
operate from home (WFH)
at 100 per cent capacity for
aweek, while private offices
will be issued an advisory to
go forWFH (work from home)
option as much as possible,
stated the Chief Minister.

Kejriwal announced the
decisions after chairing a
high-level emergency meet-
ing with senior officials and
ministers of the Delhi gov-
ernment.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, Health Min-
ister Satendra Jain, Envi-
ronment Minister Gopal Rai
and Chief Secretary attend-
ed the meeting.

The air quality in the
national capital plunged to
the 'severe category' leaving
Delhiites gasping for fresh air
on Saturday morning.

The air quality in the
national capital
plunged to the 'severe
category' leaving Del-
hiites gasping for
fresh air on Saturday
morning.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board the
overall AQIin Delhiwas 427
in the evening According to
the government agencies,
an AQI between 0-50is con-
sidered good, 51-100 is sat-
isfactory, 101-200 moder-
ate, 201-300 poor, 301-400
very poor and 401-500 are
marked as severe/hazardous.

‘Immediate steps need to
be taken’

As air quality dipped to the
"severe category" in the
Delhi-National Capital
Region, health experts said
the toxic air is suffocating and
affecting even those who
have norespiratory problem
or chestdisease. "Soitis true
that the air for the last few
days has been continuous-
ly deteriorating. Yesterday
evening, we experienced
probably the worst air qual-
ity in the recent past and it
was so bad that although I
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Perennial problems: A thick haze of toxic smog hung over in the Capital, exacerbated

have no respiratory problem,
even [ was actually feeling suf-
focated. And so while I was
going home yesterday
evening, it was really unfit for
human consumption," Dr.
Arvind Kumar, Chairman of
Institute of Chest Surgery,
Medanta Hospital told ANI.

"So if this is what is hap-
pening to an apparently nor-
mal person who has no chest
disease, you can imagine

the agony, the pain, the dis-
ability, the distress, which
people with chest disease
must be suffering," he added.

Dr Arvind further said, "Air
pollution can cause serious
complication to those who
have recovered from COVID-
19. We have a large number
of post-COVID-19 recovered
patients, people who are
there and their lungs are
highly vulnerable to serious

by a spike in the burning of crop waste in surrounding states. SUBRATA DUTTA

complications if continu-
ously exposed to this kind of
toxic air."

He also stressed on tak-
ing immediate measures to
tackle the situation. "So
medically speaking, itis the
need of the hour to take any
and every measure imme-
diately to improve the air
quality. And as the hon-
ourable Supreme Court has
said, one of the steps could

be to go for a lockdown,
which will cut down the
vehicles, including cars on
the road. Or reduce all the
activity including construc-
tion and other activities,
thereby bringing about an
immediate improvementin
the quality as we saw during
lockdown period or Corona
last year. So it is a medical-
ly required step."

"However, along with that,
I'would also like to stress that
it's very sad that for the last
six years, year after year, we
are allowing this dangerous,
avoidable situation to devel-
op and once it develops, we
go for such knee jerk reac-
tion and this kind of tem-
porary measures, but sadly,
no permanentsolution to the
problemis found," he added.

Earlier today, the apex
courtsaid thatair quality in
Delhiisin the 'severe' cate-
gory, and in another two to
three days it will dip further.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board the
overall AQI in Delhiwas 427
in the evening According to
the government agencies,
an AQI between 0-50is con-
sidered good, 51-100 is sat-
isfactory, 101-200 moder-
ate, 201-300 poor, 301-400
very poor and 401-500 are
marked as severe/hazardous.
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COURT NOTICE
Wo 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF

Shri Vinay Kakran Civil Judge
{Junior Division), Gurugram

ASHISH DHALL
Versus
GENERAL PUBLIC

CNR No. HRGRO2-001168-2021
Mext Date : 09.12.2021

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO i
GENERAL PUBLIC
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Civil Judge
(Junior Division), Gurugram
Dated, this day of 12.11.2021

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF
DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedure)
In the Court of
Nivedita Anil Sharma
District Judge
(Commercial Court-01)
Room No. 57, Third Floor
Shahdara District,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
CS Comm. - 21/2019

Punjab & Sind Bank

— Plaintiff

Versus
Rani & Others

— Defendant

To,
(i) Sh. Sanjay, s/o Sh. Nanak,
r/o A-20, MCD Staff Quarters,
Usmanpur, Shahdara, Delhi-32.

(ii) Sh. Sunny, s/o Sh. Nanak,
r/o A-20, MCD Staff Quarters,
Usmanpur, Shahdara, Delhi-32.

Whereas you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons, it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the
case on the 04-12-2021, the
day fixed for the final dis-
posal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court on this
29-10-2021.

District Judge
(Commercial Court-01)
Shahdara District,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

Seal of the Court

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF
DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedure)
In the Court of
Nivedita Anil Sharma
District Judge
(Commercial Court-01)
Room No. 57, Third Floor
Shahdara District,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
CS Comm. - 23/2019

Punjab & Sind Bank, A Body
Corporate and Government
of India Undertaking Consti-
tuted under the Banking Com-
panies (Acquisition and Trans-
fer of Undertaking) Act, 1980
having its Head Office at 21,
Rajendra Place, New Delhi
having one of its Branch Office
at Krishna Nagar, New Delhi
Filing Suit through Sh. Roshan
Lal, Chief Manager at Krishna
Nagar, New Delhi, the duly
constituted authority and
Principal Officer.

— Plaintiff
Versus

1. Mr. Raj Pal Singh, s/o Sh.
Ramfal, r/o 78, Brahmpur URF
Bhopara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201005.

Also at: B1, DLF Dilshad
Extension-Il, Bhopara, Ghazi-
abad, Uttar Pradesh-201005.

2. Mrs. Susheela, w/o Sh.
Raj Pal Singh, r/0 78, Brahmpur
URF Bhopara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201005.

3. Mr. Billan Kumar, s/o Mr.
Sant Ram, r/0 A 14, DLF Dilshad

Extension-Il, Bhopara, Ghazi-
abad, Uttar Pradesh-201005.
Also at: B1, DLF Dilshad
Extension-Il, Bhopara, Ghazi-
abad, Uttar Pradesh-201005.

- Defendant

Whereas you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons, it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the
case on the 04-12-2021, the
day fixed for the final dis-
posal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court on this
29-10-2021.

District Judge
(Commercial Court-01)
Shahdara District,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

Seal of the Court

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF
DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedure)
In the Court of
Nivedita Anil Sharma
District Judge
(Commercial Court-01)
Room No. 57, Third Floor
Shahdara District,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi
CS Comm. - 220/2021

Union Bank of India (E-Cor-
poration Bank)

Having Head Office at Union
Bank Bhawan, Vidhan Bhawan
Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbai-
21

And It's Branch Office DJB
Office Complex, Greater
Kailash-1, New Delhi-48,
Through its Authorized Rep-
resentative Sh. Pranjal P K
Pandey.

— Plaintiff
Versus

Sanjay Kumar, s/o Sh. Ram
Layak PD, Q-1736, Sector-3,
Pushp Vihar, New Delhi-17.

Also at : Village-Assoya,
PO: Mirzapur, PS-Marhowran,
Chapra Bihar.

Also at : SFO (T), Cab Sectt.
ARC DG (S) Cab Sectt, East
Block-V, R. K. Puram, New
Delhi-66.

2. Ms. Rinju Devi, w/0 Sh.
Sanjay Kumar, Q-1736, Sec-
tor-3, Pushp Vihar, New Delhi-
17.

Also at : Village-Assoya,
PO: Mirzapur, PS-Marhowran,
Chapra Bihar.

3. Amrapali Leisure Valley
Developers Pvt. Ltd., (Builder
& Developer) Through its
Directors, 307, 3rd Floor, Nipun
Towers, Plot No. 15, Commu-
nity Centre, Karkardooma,
Delhi-92.

Also at : C-56/40, Sector-
62, Noida, UP.

Also at : 8, West End, Green
Farms, Rajokri Village, Delhi-
110038.

Also at : 83, AGCR Enclave,
Karkardooma, Delhi-110092.

Also at : Plot No. GH-01,
Tech Zone-lV, G. B. Nagar, UP.

— Defendants

Whereas you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons, it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the
case on the 27-11-2021, the
day fixed for the final dis-
posal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.

Given under my hand and
the Seal of the Court on this
29-10-2021.

District Judge
(Commercial Court-01)
Shahdara District,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

Seal of the Court

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI
4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Build-
ing, Parliament Street,
New Delhi-110001.
OA No. 81/2021
Date : 30-09-2021
Central Bank of India
— Applicant
Versus
Mr. Manish & Ors.
— Respondent
To,
Defendant
1. Mr. Manish, s/o0 Mr. Dori
Lal, House No. 241, Gali No. 14,
Balbir Nagar Extension, Shah-
dara, Delhi-110032.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Also at : House No. 60, 1st
Floor, Gali No. 8, Balbir Nagar
Extension, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032.

Also at : C-43, First Floor, Gali
No. 4, North Chajjupur lllaqua
Shahdara, Delhi-110094.

2. Ms. Tamanna, w/0 Mr.
Manish, House No. 241, Gali
No. 14, Balbir Nagar Exten-
sion, Shahdara, Delhi-110032.

Also at : House No. 60, 1st
Floor, Gali No. 8, Balbir Nagar
Extension, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032.

Also at : C-43, First Floor, Gali
No. 4, North Chajjupur lllaqua
Shahdara, Delhi-110094.

3. Mr. Patwari Lal, s/0 Mr.
Babu Lal, r/o A2/2, Main Gali,
A Block West Jyoti Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032.

Whereas the abovenamed
applicant(s) has instituted a
case for recovery of Rs.
20,98,380.60/- (Rupees Twen-
ty Lakh Ninety Eight Thou-
sand Three Hundred Eighty
and Paise Sixty only) against
you and whereas it has been
shown to the satisfaction of
the Tribunal that it is not pos-
sible to serve you in ordinary
way. Therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement direct-
ing you to make appearance
in the Tribunal on 24-12-2021 at
10-30 a.m.

Take notice that in default of
your appearance on the day
before the mentioned, the
case will be heard and deter-
mined in your absence.

Due to ongoing Pandemic
situation, all the matters will
be taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that
purpose:-

(i) All the Advocates/Liti-
gants shall download the
Cisco Webex application/Soft-
ware.

(ii) Meeting ID and Pass-
word for the next date of
hearing qua cases to be taken
by Registrar/Recovery Offi-
cer-l/and Recovery Officer-II
shall be displayed in the daily
cause list itself at DRT Officeal
Portal i.e. drt.gov.in

(iii) In any exigency qua
that the Advocate/Litigants
can contact the concerned
official at Ph. No. 23748478.

Given Under my hand and
Seal of the Tribunal this the
30th day of Sept., 2021.

By Order of the Tribunal
Assistant Registrar
DRT-II, Delhi.

Seal of the Court

COURT NOTICE
(U/0 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF
MS. SHIVANI
Judicial Magistrate -
1st Class, Gurugram
Sunder Singh and Ors.
Versus

M/s. Arnav Buildwell Pvt.
Ltd. and Ors.

CNR No. HRGR02-002758-
2021

Next Date: 04-01-2022

Publication Issued to:

M/s. Brahma Realty Pvt.
Ltd., 1206-B, Surya Kiran Build-
ing, 19, Kasturba Gandhi Marg,
New Delhi through its Director.

2. Arnav Buildwell Pvt. Ltd.,
1497, Bharadwaj Bhawan,
Wazir Nagar Kotla
Mubarakpur, New Delhi
through its Director.

3. M/s. Bhrama City Pvt.
Ltd., 1206-B, Surya Kiran Build-
ing, 19, Kasturba Gandhi Marg,
New Delhi through its Director.

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s)/
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through coun-
sel on 04-01-2022 at 10-00 a.m.

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=gurugram.

Dated, this day of 25-10-
2021.

Judicial Magistrate -
1st Class,
Gurugram
Seal of the Court

State Council of Educational
Research & Training (S.C.ERT)

GOVERMMENT OF DELHI
Application are Invited For
DPSE Course (2021-23)
Under Management Quota
For the Affiliated Institutes of
SCERT For more details,Contact :
¥ Rukmini Devi College of Education

E-5, Sector-d, Rokinl, Defhi - 100085
P 010 IP4T10, SREZTOEADT
o Manvi Institute of Education

And Technology.
C-T,Sector-T,Rohini,Dalhi
# 011- 45540279, 9773953003

UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH BENGAL
OFFICE OF THE
REGISTRAR
12
Accredited by NAAC with
Grade A
ADMISSION TO POSTGRADU-
ATE DIPLOMA COURSE IN
TEA MANAGEMENT
Applications are invited
from candidates having
Bachelor's Degree in any
discipline, obtained
under 10+2+3 system for
admission one-year
Postgraduate Diploma in
Tea Management (PGDTM)
Course. For details visit
University's website:
www.nbuas in
Advt. No. 48/R-2020 Dated:
14.11.2020
Registrar (0$19.)

I, SUBHRA Sahoo, S/0.- Sri
Susanta Kumar Sahoo,
R/0.-8/4, Santoshpur East
Road, Police Station- Survey
Park, District- South-24
Parganas, PIN - 700075,
State - West Bengal,

shall henceforh be known
as ‘Subhra Sharma’ by

virtue of an Affidavit
Affirmed Before the Learned
Metopolitan Magistrate at
Kolkata on 09.11.2021.
‘Subhra Sahoo' and 'Subhra
Sharma is same and one
identical Person.

I, SANDHARANI Sahoo, D/o.-
late Jugal Maji, W/o- late
Narayan Chandra Sahoo,
R/o. 8/4, Santoshpur East
Road, POLICE STATION-
Survey Park, District South-
24 Parganas, PIN-700075,
State-West Bengal, shall
henceforth be known as
Sandhyarani Sharma by
virtue of an affidavit
affirmed before the Learned
Metropolitan  Magistrate
(First Class) at Kolkata on
10.11.2021. ‘Sandhyarani
Sahoo’, Sahu ‘Sandhya' and
'Sandhya Sharma is same
and one identical person.

I, SUSANTAKuma Sahoo,
S/o0. late Narayan Chandra
Sahoo, R/0. 8/4 Santoshpur
East Road, Police station
Survey Park, Distict - South
24 Parganas. PIN-700095
State - West Bengal shall
henceforth be known be
known as Susanta Kumar
Sharma by virtue of an
Affidavit affirmed before
the Learned Metropolitan
Magistrate (First Class) at
Kolkata on - 09.11.2021.
Susanta Kumar Sahoo,
‘Sahu Sushanta’ and
Susanta Kumar Sharmais
same andone identical per-
son.

I, CHITTA SAHA, SON OF
KUMUD SAHA, D.O.B - OI-Ol-
1969, RESIDING AT
NARAYANPUR, NETAJI
NAGAR, RAJARHAT,
GOPALPUR(M), NORTH 24
PARGANAS, KOLKATA
700136 , | HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME FROM CHITTA
RANJAN SAHA TO CHITTA
SAHA, VIDE AFFIDAVIT DATE
27-10-2021 SWORN BEFORE
1ST CLASS MAGISTRATE AT
ALIPORE

Iy-‘.I 5 '!-{ SITUATION COLLECTION: 110, B.C. RD.,
($TEN yaACANT
Experienced Graduate

Computer Knowing Steno
required by NBFC, near Park

Barabazar (Near C.M.S,

School) Burdwan, Ph.: 0342-
2560069 / 8926434614. NEW

: COMPUTER  INDIA:  New

Street/Camac St Apply with
details of qualifications / | Market Benachity,
experience etc to Durgapur-713213. Ph.{
jobsincalcutta777@gmail.co | 9gg3934508. M: 9732302070.
NARAYAN DASGUPTA:

Mahakali Paper Centre, B-

9/16 (CA), Kalyani-741235,

m
@St SITUATION
o g
% WANTED
30 years experience in
office Assistant - Job,
knowledge storekeeping &
also legal malter, Seek
chauge Immediately
M: 9903333951

Nadia. Phone: 9851771877
2582-7177 (10 a.m. - 6 p.m.),

Sunday Closed. STANDARD

BOOK DEPOT: 10/1, Grand

Trunk Rd. (South) Howrah

Maidan, Howrah-711101. Ph.:

CONVENT EDUCATED B.se. 2641-4114 / 2474-5856. RINKU

KHOWING COMPUTER, COR-
RESPONDENCE, PARTY VIS-
ITING OUTSTATION TOUR
SEEKS CHANGE. SALARY RS.
10500/- 9903260641

AD AGENCY: Chanchal

Bhattacharya, 74, Santiram

Rasta, Bally, Howrah-711201.

NISE: Arghya Commerciall
8.A. 18 YEARS EXPERI-
FONCED STENO-TYPIST
KNOWING COMPUTER SEEKS

Plaza, Upper Ground Floor,
Room No. 8, Burnpur Rd.,

Asansol-4, Burdwan. Ph.: 933|

JOB IN GOOD PIRM.
9836192119. 3104777. Fax: 933 2253099.
AISHEE XEROX CENTRE:
A 26 _Years EXpe_rlenced Khudiram Nagar, Opposite
Civil Engineer Seeking Any
Opportunity. Contact Zilla Parishad, Paschim|
9831208270. Medinipur, 721101,

9434702050, 9434259909. S.

BUSINESS & TRIVEDI, Pathakpara,
o PROFESSIONAL Bankura, (0324) 2320665,
9735801256-57. TYPE

ENJOY SUPER | Income PPE

The number of single-day Covid-19
cases in the city came down to 56
on Saturday from 62 on Friday fol-
lowing 58,483 tests done across the
national capital. There was no report
of death due to the coronavirus
from any part of Delhi.

According to the Delhi govern-
ment'slatest health bulletin, the pos-
itivityrate also fell to 0.10 from 0.12
per cent yesterday.

The patientswho recovered and
were discharged by different hospitals
numbered 66. There were 155 patients
taking treatment under the home
isolation system and 361 belonged
to the category of active cases.

The count of people who got
jabbed under the vaccination pro-

Kejriwal offers prayer

at Salasar Balaji

Mobile: 831833485. RAYCOG- S e N

Cwpital

LNJP Hospital in Delhi gets
more patients withrespiratory
problemsduetoairpollution

ANI
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Owingto theincreaseinairpol-
lution levels after Diwali, the
number of patients with respi-
ratory problems comingto Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash Narayan
Hospital (LNJP) hasincreased,
said LNJP Managing Director
Dr Suresh Kumar on Saturday.
"Increasedlevel of pollution
in Delhiis amatter of concern.
Dueto this, elderly people and
childrenarefacingalotofprob-
lems, especially the ones with
breathingissues and thosewho
have been infected with COVID-
19.Since Diwali, there hasbeen
anincrease of 10to 15 per cent
inthenumber of patients com-
ing to the hospital, including
those with breathing issues.
Ouremergencyand OPDwards
arereceivingalotof patientswith
breathingissues, a lot of them
with dipping levels of oxygen.
Wehad to provide nebulisation
to many patients. This also
includes an increase in the
number of child patients with
asthma, breathing problems
andallergies," Kumartold ANI.
Kumar said the level of PM 2.5
particles is very high in and
around Delhi. "It causes chest
infection, irritation and other
breathingissues," he added.
Hesaid thatincreasinglev-
els of PM 2.5 particles could
enable the COVID-19 virus to
stay in the environment for

longer than its usual surviving
period of five to seven hours.

"Ithasbeen proveninstud-
iestoo. Pollution has caused six
million premature deaths
worldwide. It affectslife expectan-
cy and quality of life. It affects
lungs, brainand overall health,
as per WHO," Kumar added.

Hesaid that parents should
be more aware of rising levels
of pollution and methods tokeep
children safe fromitand encour-
age children towear masks, espe-
cially the ones suffering from
asthma and allergies.

Onbeing asked about masks
to stay safe from pollution,
Kumar said to ANI, "A simple
three-layer mask can prevent
pollution entering your nose
and lungs by 65 to 95 per
cent."

When asked aboutaslight
rise in COVID-19 cases amid
high levels ofair pollution, he
said, "A marginal level of
increase has been witnessed.
LNJP currently has six COVID-
19 patients, out of which three
are from outside Delhi. Peo-
ple are coming to Delhi from
other states. They are not fol-
lowing COVID appropriate
behaviour thinking that the
pandemicisover.Itisnotover
yet. We need to be careful.”

Kumar informed ANI that
LNJP hospital crrently has
around 38 confirmed dengue
patients and 40 suspected
patients.

Delhirecords56 new Covid-19 cases

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

According to the Delhi gov-
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

ernment's latest health
bulletin, the positivity rate
also fell to 0.10 from 0.12
per cent yesterday. The
city had 9,070 hospital
beds for Covid-19 patients
but only 147 beds were
occupied.

gramme during the past 24 hours
was 78,443 and the number of those
got their first vaccine dose was
26,892. The cumulative number of
persons who got theirboth vaccine
doses so far was 78,49,519.

The cityhad 9,070 hospital beds
for Covid-19 patients but only 147
beds were occupied.

Temple

, CORNER, Collectry More
TINUTY Jopportunity (opposite 5P Bunglow)l
EHRNITV4 H
HOME BASE Krishnanagar-741101, Dist.:

982 453 4583
LARGEST ENCOWE
INOME MOBIVO: 1967483-

Nadia, 9474334978, (03472

257432).

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal today offered prayers at Salasar
Balaji Temple in Churu district of

Kejriwal, accompanied by his
wife, reached Salasar last night
and visited the temple this morn-
ing. He was felicitated by the tem-
ple management committee.

Alarge number of local people

TheSU Ild&Y% tatesman

KOLKATA

Statesman House,

4, Chowringhee Square
Kolkata-700 001

Tel: (033) 22127070-76,

(033) 41071700

Fax: (033) 2212-6181 / 7107-1780
Email: thestatesman@vsnl.com
statesmandisplay@gmail.com
thestatesmanclassified@gmail.com
DELHI

Statesman House,

148, Barakhamba Road,

New Delhi-110 001

Tel: (011) 2331 5911

Hiten Rathore
hiten.statesman@gmail.com
Mob: 9212192123

Tel: 011-43043793

Ishan House (2nd floor)

A-90, Sector Il, NOIDA,

UP 201 301

Tel: (0120) 4171421

Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
delhi@thestatesmangroup.com

BHUBANESWAR

Plot 3A, Zone B, Sector A,
Mancheswar Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751 010.

Tel: (0674) 2588060/61/62/ 2586371,

Telefax: 0674-2588061

Email:
bhubaneswar@thestatesmangroup.com
statesmanbbsr@gmail.com

SILIGURI

Spencer Plaza, 18/19, 1st Floor
Burdwan Road

Above Vishal Mega Mart
Siliguri-734005, West Bengal
Ph.: 9832082429

Email:
sil_statesman@yahoo.co.in

SHIMLA

Cabin No. 305, P. C. Chambers
Near Jodha Niwas

The Mall Shimla-171001, H.P.
Tel: 0177-2815000

Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
shimla@thestatesmangroup.com

HYDERABAD

The Statesman Limited, 2nd
Floor, UNI Building,

A.C. Guards, Hyderabad-500004,
Mob: 9866323009

Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
hyderabad@thestatesmangroup.com

BANGALORE

No. 68, First Floor, Gold Tower,
50 Residency Road, Bangalore-
560025.

Tel.; 080-22229129, 080-22234813
Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
bangalore@thestatesmangroup.com

MUMBAI

5, Kasturi Buildings, Jamshedji
Tata Road, Mumbai-400 020
Tel: (022) 2202 1045,

Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
mumbai@thestatesmangroup.com
manuelfrancis@thestatesman.com

CHENNAI
Fagun Mansion (4th floor), 26,

Ethiraj Road, Chennai-600 008, Tel:

(044) 28278037, 28224800
Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
chennai@thestatesmangroup.com
LUCKNOW

2/2, Butler Palace (Near Jopling
Road), Lucknow-226 001,

Ph.: (0522) 2206705

Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
lucknow@thestatesmangroup.com

RANCHI

11/C, Road#1, Ashoknagar, Ranchi

-834002

Fax: (0651) 2247054

Email:
delhistatesman@gmail.com
ranchi@thestatesmangroup.com

AIR-SURCHARGE; Kathmandu - Re. 2, Eastern Region - Re. 1

All other stations in India - Re. 1

"

B 4

Rajasthan on hiswedding anniver-

sary

"Todayis (my) marriage anniver-
sary. With the entire family, sought
the blessings of Bajrangbaliji at Sri
Salasar Balaji Dham Mandir,” he
tweeted in Hindi.

greeted Kejriwal at the temple. A cou-
ple of monthsback, the Chief Min-
ister had spent ten days at Vipas-
sana Sadhana Centre, located in the
Galtaji area of the city, where he
remained disconnected with all
political activities.

Petitionin Delhi HC to stop

sale, purchase, circulation of
Salman Khurshid's book

ANI

NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

A petition has been moved in the
Delhi High Court seeking to stop
the circulation, sale, purchase and
publication of the book "Sunrise
Over Ayodhya" written by Salman
Khurshid.

Advocate VineetJindal has filed
the petition before Delhi High

writ, order or direction in the

nature of mandamus directing

the respondents to stop the cir-

culation, sale, purchase and pub-
lication of the book namely "Sun-
rise Over Ayodhya" and published
in any form, i.e., either printed or
electronic as it violates the fun-

damental right guaranteed under

Court through Advocate Raj Kishor

Chaudhary to ban Salman Khur-
ished book over his comparison of
Hindutava to ISIS and Boko Haram.
The petitioner has also sought
not to publish the book in any form,
i.e., either printed or electronic.
The petitioner has approached
the Delhi High Court under Arti-
cle 226 of the constitution of India
praying inter-alia for an appropriate

article 19 and 21 of the constitu-
tion of India.

Former union minister Salman
Khurshid is embroiled in a con-
troversy for "defaming and com-
paring Hinduism with terrorism"
in his recent book "Sunrise Over
Ayodhya: Nationhood in Our
Times." Khurshid's new book on
the Ayodhya verdict was released
last week. It explores the apex
court's landmark judgment on
the Ayodhya dispute.

-
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THUMBNAILS

2021: An online competition
on holy book Gita and Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav will be
held between 21 November
and 8 December as part of
the International Gita Mahot-
sav-2021. An official
spokesperson on Saturday
said people from all over the
country and abroad will be
able to participate in this
online competition of Inter-
hational Gita Mahotsav-2021.
According to the orders of
the nodal officer of Interna-
tional Gita Mahotsav-2021,
Vijay Dahiya, the administra-
tion has started prepara-
tions for organising the
online competition. National
Informatics Centre (NIC) offi-
cer Vinod Singla has been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of organising this com-
petition. The nodal officer
of Gita Mahotsav said
deputy commissioner Kuruk-
shetra, Mukul Kumar, has
constituted a committee to
make this competition a suc-
cess and engage maximum
people init.

BSF re-inducted in Kashmir
after civilian killings by terror-
ists: It is more than two
decades after which Border
Security Force (BSF) has been
reinducted in the Kashmir val-
ley following incidents of
killing of civilians by terrorists.
BSF was deployed in the valley
in the initial years of terrorism
but it was later replaced by
CRPF that was assigned the
task of internal security.
Deployment of BSF has been
done across the Kashmir val-
ley following the recent visit
of Home Minister Amit Shah.
Additional companies of CRPF
have also reached Kashmir.
Bunkers have also come up at
places in Srinagar from where
these were removed when
the situation slightly
improved. BSF troops are seen
stationed at these bunkers
and also patrolling at vulnera-
ble places.

Schools shut in Leh as Covid-
19 cases rise: In view of the
spurt in cases of Covid-19 in
the Leh district of Ladakh,
the deputy commissioner,
Leh, Shrikant Balasaheb Suse
on Saturday ordered closure
of all schools in the Leh dis-
trict till further orders. He
ordered that all government
and private schools including
residential hostels would
remain closed from 15
November (Monday) till fur-
ther order except for con-
duct of board exams. He
ordered the chief medical
officer to immediately con-
duct Covid sampling of 9th
class students in residential
schools before they leave
for their homes. Sampling of
students of 10th, 11th and
12th classes will be done
after completion of their
Board examinations when
they leave for their homes.

Looking forward to doing my very best. Thank you for the

opportunity

TRINAMUL CONGRESS MP MAHUA MOITRA
ON BEING APPOINTED THE TRINAMUL CONGRESS’S GOA IN-CHARGE

The SU Statesman
NEW DELHI, 14 NOVEMBER 2021
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2022 Punjab Assembly Polis:SAD

announces 3 more candidates

AGENCIES
CHANDIGARH, 13 NOVEMBER

he Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD) on Saturday

announced the names

of three more candi-
dates for the 2022 Assembly
polls.

With this, SAD had
announced the names of as
many as 83 candidates out of
the 97 assembly seats it will
be contesting from in the
upcoming Assembly polls.
The party fielded Sunita
Chaudhry from the Balachaur
Assembly constituency, Jaspal
Singh Bitu Chatha from Patiala
Rural and youth leader Bachit-
tar Singh Kohar from Shahkot
assembly constituency.

"SAD President S Sukhbir
Singh Badal announced Suni-
ta Chaudhry from Balachaur,
Jaspal Singh Bitu Chatha from
Patiala Rural and youth leader
Bachittar Singh Kohar from
Shahkot assembly con-
stituency as party candidates.
Total 83," said party leader
Daljit Singh Cheema in a
tweet.

Earlier, SAD informed that
former member of Parlia-
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SAD and BSP formed an alliance in June to
contest the upcoming Punjab Assembly elec-
tions together. Out of 117 seats in the Punjab
assembly, BSP will contest 20 seats and SAD
will contest the remaining 97.

mentPrem Singh Chandu-
majrawill contest from Patiala's
Ghanaur, while sitting MLA Dil-
raj Singh Bhundar will seek re-
election from Sardulgarh

assembly constituency in
Mansa district.

Party chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal will contest from his tra-
ditional Jalalabad. Pritpal

Highway, power project builders damaging
environment by dumping debrisin Chenab

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 13 NOVEMBER

The smooth flow of River
Chenab is getting hindered
and environmentdamaged as
governmentagencies and pri-
vate contractors engaged in
buildinganumber of power pro-
jectsand widening the Jammu-
Srinagar highway continue to
dump the excavated debris
directlyinto theriverignoring
the warnings of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) and
courts. The contractors lobby
withoutbotheringfor the penal-
ty imposed by the NGT from
time to time continues todump
boulders and muck on hill
slopesoftherivers Chenaband
tributaries of Tawi which final-
ly flows down due to rains.
Complaints of debrisbeing
thrown into the Chenab have
also been pouringin from the
Kishtwar districtwhere sever-
al power projects are being
builtand the National Highway
isalsobeingwidened.The addi-
tional district magistrate, Kisht-
war, Kishori Lal Sharma, has
ordered the police to register
an FIR under Section 133
against the R&B Infra Project
Pvt. Ltd; and the National High-
ways Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd "forvio-
latingthe environmentnorms
byindiscriminately dumping"

muck and debris on the land
acquired for construction ofthe
Rattle hydroelectric project..

The report of the district
administration warns that
unscientificdumping of muck
and debrisatunspecifiedloca-
tions along the National High-
way-244wasleadingto severe
damage to the ecologyfloraand
fauna of this ecologically frag-
ilearea. Besides, the debris flow
into river Chenab leading to
irreparable damage toits phys-
ical and biological features
which bears offences and are
punishable under Environ-
ment Protection Act 1986;
Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act 1975 besides
itleadsapublicnuisanceinthe
area under Section 133.

Punjab govt exempts CLU for standalone
industriesin permissible zones

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 13 NOVEMBER

In a bid to facilitate industri-
aldevelopmentin the state, the
Punjab government has
exempted the provision of
getting Change of Land Use
(CLU) permission for setting
up standalone green, orange
andred categoryindustriesin
permissible zones.
Givingdetails, Punjab hous-
ing and urban development
minister Sukhbinder Singh
Sarkaria revealed that earlier
the industrialists were required
to obtain the CLU from the
departmentand thenrequired
to get the building plans
approved.
Theminister said the process
was quite cumbersome and
time consuming for theindus-
trialists to start their projects.

Exemption from obtaining
CLU would encourage setting
up of industries, as it would
reduce the process. Now the
industrialist can directly get their
building plans approved from
the department, he said.
The approval of building
plans would be subject to the
fulfillment of siting guidelines
for industries and building
bye-laws of the department,
which the applicants would
haveto abide, added Sarkaria.
Various industrial associ-
ationssincelongwere demand-
ing to ease out the process of
setting up of industries and
demanded single step clear-
ance.These associationswere
oftheviewthat there are many
entrepreneurs inclined to
establish industries in the
state, butlengthy procedures
forgetting the approvalsinclud-

ing CLUs are discouraging
them.

Considering the demand of
theindustrial associationsand
keepingin view the changing
scenario where the state has
to reduce its dependency on
agriculture and has tolook for
otheravenuestoboostthe eco-
nomicgrowth, this decision has
been made, said Sarkaria.

The governmentisinclined
to better the economic
prospects of the state and the
decision of exempting the
industries from getting CLU is
expected to yield the desired
results, said the Minister. The
step would encourage indus-
trialists to come forward to set
up industries which in turn
would result in growth of the
state on the economic frontand
alsolead to employment gen-
eration, he said.
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Abench of NGT Chairper-
son noted, "State PCB may
accordingly proceed with coer-
civemeasures, includingassess-
ment and recovery of com-
pensation forthe damage and
initiating prosecution against
the violators of environmen-
tal norms, following the due
process of law." The order
came following two inspection
reports filed by the Divisional
Officer of the State Pollution Con-
trol Board (SPCB) on the sta-
tus of the muck dumping on
July31and September 17.The
report stated that the muck
dumpinginalmostall siteswas
found done in an un-scientif-
ic manner and without prop-
er compaction and terracing.

JKRTC
terminates
three'erring
employees
SRINAGAR, 13 NOVEMBER

The Jammu and Kashmir
RoadTransport Corporation
(JKRTC) on Saturday termi-
nated the services of three
employees for dereliction of
their duties. The terminated
employees include JKRTC
Conductors Abdul Majid Dar
and Sham-us-din besides
Helper Rouf Ahmad Shah.
Managing Director, JKRTC,
has warned all the employ-
eesto perform their dutieswith
full zeal and zest and refrain
from causinglossesto the Cor-
poration either by misap-
propriating the funds ordue
to incompetence while per-
forming their duties. sns

. MP emerges as hub of tribal entrepreneurship

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 13 NOVEMBER

The Scheduled Tribes of Mad-
hya Pradesh who are known
for theirunique culture but were
denied of economic oppor-
tunities during the colonial age
have in today’s time found a
unique way to regain their
rights by manufacturingKodo
to earn their livelihoods.

The state government led
by chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan initiated many
schemes-projects for the trib-
al youth and those interested
inadoptingbusiness activities
is proving to be beneficial for
them.

epaper.thestatesman.com

The story of Sidhi district
isone thatoughttoinspireall.
Tribal women here are man-
ufacturing Kodo millets to
earn theirlivelihoods. Central
Tribal University Amarkan-
tak and Sidhi district admin-
istration are preparing to
launch the brand name ‘Sonan-
chal Kodo’ in the market with
their coordinated efforts. Trib-
al women are directly associ-
ated with this initiative. They
are putting in their efforts to
make Kodo a symbol of their
economic self-sufficiency.
Soon the ‘Sonanchal Kodo’
brand will be available in the
market.

Similarly, tribal women of

Dindoridistricthave prepared
many products of Kodo-Kutki
and introduced them in the
marketunder the brand name
‘Bharti Brand". The women of
Baiga tribe of41 villages of the
districthave started cultivation
of Kodo-Kutki. Around 1,500
women have started cultiva-
tion on an experimental basis.

Ramniwas Maurya, a trib-
alfarmer of Dindori districtalso
operates the grain bank.
Through this they make Kodo-
Kutki seeds available to the
farmers so that the production
of Kodo-Kutki keeps increas-
ing.
Whatisworth mentioning
is the efforts put in by the

Falam Sampada Company
which comprises tribal farm-
ers of a remote Jamuniya vil-
lage of Dobe gram panchay-
at in tribal Tamia develop-
ment block in Chhindwara
district.

The company manufac-
tures more than two dozen
productswhich include honey,
mahua cookies, kodo cookies,
multigrain flour, etc. The direc-
tor of the company Guruday-
al Dhurve said, ‘We are only five
yearsold.We started itin 2014
with an initial capital of Rs. 6
lakhs. We have more than
3,000 acres of agricultural land
in the surrounding villages of
Dobe Gram Panchayat.”

Singh Pali will be the party's
candidate from Ludhiana
Central. AnilJoshiwill contest
from Amritsar North and Tal-
bir Singh Gill from Amritsar
South.

SAD and BSP formed an
alliance in June to contest
the upcoming Punjab Assem-
bly elections together. Out of
117 seats in the Punjab assem-
bly, BSP will contest 20 seats
and SAD will contest the
remaining 97.

Assembly elections are
scheduled to be held next
year.

Punjab govt to give Rs 2 lakh
as compensation to 83 peo-
ple held for R-day tractor rally

Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channion Friday
announced to provide Rs2lakh
as compensation to 83 peo-
ple arrested by Delhi Police for
carrying out a tractor rally in
the national capital on Janu-
ary 26.

"Reiterating my govern-
ment's stand to support the
ongoing Farmers' Protest
against three black farm laws,
we have decided to give Rs 2

Disciplinary
actioninitiated

ANI
CHANDIGARH,13 NOVEMBER

Punjab Agriculture Minister
Randeep Singh Nabha on
Saturday said that disciplinary
action would be initiated
against those officials who
were allegedly involved in
malpracticesin Diammoni-
um Phosphate (DAP) supply.
In arelease by the state gov-
ernment, Nabha said that
disciplinaryactionhasbeen
initiated against the Agri-
culture Officer and Block
Agriculture Officer of the
Patiala district due to the
negligence in the supply.

Mirixtry of Rural Development

e Government of Ind@

" Our Covernment is taking continuous steps to widen
the scope of entrepreneurship among women and their
greater participation in the resolve of self-reliant India.
Self Help Groups and Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana are
heralding a new revolution in rural India today. ,,

lakh compensation to 83 peo-
ple arrested by Delhi Police for
carrying out a tractor rally in
the national capital on Janu-
ary 26," Channi tweeted. On
January 26, protesters broke
barricades to enter New Delhi
and clashed with policein sev-
eral parts of the national cap-
ital during the January 26
'tractor rally' protest organ-
ised by farmers.

The protestors also had
entered the iconic Mughal
era monument Red Fort and
unfurled their flags from its
ramparts.

Farmers have been protest-
ing on the different borders
of the national capital since
November 26 last year against
the three newly enacted farm
laws: Farmers' Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act, 2020; the
Farmers Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and farm
Services Act 2020 and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

Farmer leaders and the
Centre have held several
rounds of talks but the impasse
remains.

Haryana govt to distribute
foggingmachinesto check
Dengue & Malaria

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 13 NOVEMBER

Haryana deputy chief minis-
ter, Dushyant Chautala on
Saturday said the state gov-
ernmentwill distribute fogging
machines across rural and
urbanareas to eradicate dengue
and malaria. Launching the fog-
ging machine distribution
programme campaign at Pani-
pat today, Chautala said this
stepisbeingtaken to effectively
eliminate the outbreak of mos-
quitoesintheruraland urban
areas.
Thewaytherehasbeenan
exponential increase in the
outbreak of dengue and other
diseases, ensuring fogging
machines will help to curb
the situation, he said adding
Panipat has become the first
districtin this fight from where
this programmeis beingstart-
ed. While congratulating the
officers of development and
panchayati raj department
forthis, the deputy CM said they
have got these machines
arranged in a very limited
time. Asmany as 23 machines
havebeen distributed in Pani-
patinthefirstphaseand about
95 machines are being given
in the villages in the next few

days. He said that through
collective efforts all villages
will be covered in the next
four to five days. Chautala
said even in urban areas,
whetheritisacolonyorasec-
tor, fogging machines will be
ensured everywhere. He said
thatafter preparingacomplete
plan for this, they should also
appointan administrative offi-
cer to regularly monitor it so
thatahuge campaign against
dengue and malaria could be
carried outwithin the district.

The deputy CM said such
machines are fully automatic
and should be put to imme-
diate use. Theyouth of the vil-
lages should be associated
with this social work and this
work should be done by tak-
ingthemalong. Chautalasaid
Haryanaisthefirststateinthe
country where fogging
machinesarebeingdistributed
inthisway. Its purposeisto effec-
tively curb the spread of the dis-
ease due to mosquito bite. He
said that earlier asan Member
of Parliament (MP), hehad dis-
tributed 350 foggingmachines
in Hisar from the MP quota.
The persons concerned should
also take complete trainingin
operating this machine to
avoid anyissue, Chautalasaid.
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Marendra Modi, Prime Minister

Meet the Aatmanirbhar SHG women artisans and
explore the rich cultural heritage of Rural India

at Saras Aajeevika Mela

14" - 27" November 2021

India International Trade Fair (IITF)

Hall No. 7 (A, B, C) Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

Unique by Art, Swadeshi by Heart

Exhibition cum sale of handcrafted

products across 130+ stalls by rural women
artisans from over 260 Self Help Groups

Take home the unigue handicrafts,

handlooms, home decor, traditional and

natural products from across India

Direct B2B meetings with rural
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women artisans of Self Help Groups
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NEW DELHI, 14 NOVEMBER 2021

v The cowardly attack on an Assam Rifles convoy in Churachandpur is
extremely painful and condemnable

DEFENCE MINISTER RAJNATH SINGH
EXPRESSING ANGUISH OVER MANIPUR AMBUSH

BJP toretain UP withsignificant

fallinnumber of seats: Poll

Accordingtoopinionpolls, therulingBJPisexpected tograb 40.7 per centof thevotesharein Uttar Pradesh in 2022 elections

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

he ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) islike-

lytoreturn to powerin

2022 Assembly elec-
tionsin Uttar Pradesh, though
with significantreductionin the
number of seats that the saf-
fron party is expected to win,
asper thelatestround of opin-
ion poll of more than 72,000
samples surveyed in the ABP-
CVoter-IANS poll between first
weeks of October and Novem-
ber.

Other key political players
in the state - Samajwadi Party
(SP), Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) and Congress are notin
aposition to dislodge the Yogi
Adityanath government in
2022, as things stand today.

According to the latest

Robbery was
main motive

behind
Gariahat
killings: Police

The managing direc-
tor of Kilburn Engi-
neering Ltd, Samir
Chaki, along with his
driver Rabin Mandol
were stabbed to
death at his ancestral
house on Kankulia
Road at Gariahat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 13 NOVEMBER

The key accused in the Kanku-
lia Road twin murder case,
Vicky Haldar, who had been
arrested from Mumbai by
the officers of the homicide
wing of the detective depart-
ment (DD) Of Kolkata police
told interrogators that he
alongwith his associates had
entered the deceased Samir
Chaki’s ancestral home with
a motive to rob him.

“They had a one-point
agendatorob Chakibelieving
heused to travel with cash and
valuables. Theyhad also decid-
edbeforehand that they would
kill him,” said an officer.

Meanwhile, police have
recovered two sharp weapons
allegedly used in the murder
following a search at a canal
atDiamond Harbour, South
24 Parganas, with the police
officers taking Haldar along
for the exercise. Police have
also recovered debit and
credit cards belonging to
Chaki from Haldar.

The managing director of
Kilburn Engineering Ltd, Samir
Chaki, along with his driver
Rabin Mandol were stabbed
to death last month at his
ancestral house on Kankulia
Road at Gariahat, where he had
gone to meet a prospective
buyer of thehouse, which he
had putup for sale. Police have
arrested six persons named
in the FIR, including Vicky’s
mother Mithu Haldar from her
house at Diamond Harbour.

round of opinion polls, the rul-
ing BJPis expected to grab40.7
per centof the vote sharein the
Assembly polls. Notably, the saf-
fron party has continuously
maintained its vote share of
around 41 per centin the state;
in 2017 Assembly elections
the BJP had garnered 41.4 per
cent of the votes polled.

As for other the vote share
of otherkey political playersin
the state, the survey shows
thatwhile the vote share of SP
is expected to witness a jump
of 7.5 per cent from 23.6 per
cent in 2017 to 31.1 per cent
in 2022, the BSP's vote share
is likely to witness a slump of
7.1percentfrom22.2 per cent
in 2017 to 15.1 per cent in
2022.

The country's grand old
party - Congress, out of power
in the state since 1989, is

tola

expected to get 8.9 per cent of
the votes. Ithad secured 6.3 per
cent votes in 2017.

In terms of number of seats,
asper the surveydata, BJP and
its allies are projected to grab
seats in a range of 213 to 221
seats in 2022 Assembly polls.
Though BJP andits alliance part-
nerswill witness adip of almost
100 seats from the figure of 325
seatstheyhadwonin2017, the
coalition is expected to cross
the majority figure comfortably.

The total strength of Uttar
Pradesh Assemblyis 403 seats.

The SP and its alliance part-
ners, emerging as key challenger
to the saffron party are expect-
ed towin 152 to 160 seats this
time. The survey further shows
that BSP is continuously los-
ing the political ground in the
state as the party can secure
victory on just 16 to 20 seats.

HeaVK rains continue
sh many parts of

Kerala; extensive
damage reported

STATESMNA NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
13 NOVEMBER

Heavy rains have caused
extensive damages in many
parts of Kerala.Thiruvanan-
thapuram district has been
witnessing continuous heavy
downpour since Friday night,
wreaking havoc.

The high land areas of
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict such as Ponmudi, Nedu-
mangadu, Palode and Vithu-
ra witnessed incessantrains
on Saturday. Widespread
destruction of property was
reported in many parts of
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict following heavy rains.

A portion of a bridge,
located on the national high-
way in the nearby suburb
Neyyattinkara, was washed
away in rains.

Rainwater entered shops

in the coastal hamlet of
Vizhinjam as a canal there
overflowed. Incessantrains
caused landslides on the
rail track near Nagarcoil, fol-
lowing which the train serv-
ices in the Neyyatinkara -
Nagarcoil rail route have
been fully or partially can-
celled.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)has
warned that extreme caution
is needed in Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Kollam dis-
tricts in the wake of heavy
rains. Red alert has been
sounded in Thiruvanantha-
puram.

On Sunday, Pathanamthit-
ta, Alappuzha, Kottayam,
Ernakulam and Idukki are on
orange alert. The remaining
districts are on yellow alert.
As per the latest forecasts,
many districts can expect
rainfall till Tuesday.

Congress partyislikely to grab
6 to 10 seats.

Notably, the survey found
that more people don't want
to see incumbent Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath returning
to power once again in 2022.
During the survey, while 51.9
per cent of the respondents said
that they don't want Yogi
Adityanath to occupy the post,
48.9 per cent expressed their
opinion in his favour.

However, interestingly, when
compared to other key con-
tenders for the post of chief min-
ister, Yogi is still the most pre-
ferred choice for the top post
inthe state. During the survey,
while 41.4 per cent of the
respondents said that Yogi is
their preferred choice, 31.4
per centopined in favour of SP
chief Akhilesh'Yadav for the top
job and 15.6 per cent of the
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respondents said theywant to
see BSP supremo Mayawati as
next chief minister.

Only 4.9 per cent of those
interviewed during the survey
wanted Congress leader Priyan-
ka GandhiVadra to be the next
chief minister of the state.
Anotherinteresting finding of
the survey is that the majori-
ty of the respondents believe
Mayawati, akey political play-
er in the state for more than
three decades, has become
irrelevant in this election.
While 60.3 per cent of those,
who were surveyed, believe that
the Dalit leader is out of race
for the upcoming Assembly
polls, only 30.7 per cent believe
thatsheisstill akey contender.

Congress General Secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhihasbeen
actively campaigning for her
party in Uttar Pradesh, lead-
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ing protests over a host of
issues in the recent months,
however, the survey data sug-
gests that her political activism
won 'tbenefit the grand old party
in the upcoming Assembly
elections in the state.

Out of those interviewed,
while 52.8per cent% of the
respondents said that Con-
gress will not benefit from
Priyanka Gandhibeingactive
in Uttar Pradesh, 47.2 per cent
believe that Gandhi will be
able towoo enough voters for
the party.

The LakhimpurKheriinci-
dentin which protesters were
run over and mob lynching took
place will dent the BJP's elec-
toral prospects, as per the lat-
est round of survey conduct-
ed after the horrific incident.

During the survey while
62.1 per cent of the respondents

opined that the Lakhimpur
Kheri incident will harm the
BJP's election prospects, 21.5
per cent said that the saffron
party will benefit from the
incident, which snowballed
into major controversy trig-
geringwidespread protests by
the farming community.

The survey data suggests that
the strategy Akhilesh Yadav is
forging alliance with smaller
parties that are essentially
caste-centric with support
restricted to a few districts
like O.P. Rajbhar-led Suheldev
Bharat Samaj Party (SBSP) will
harm the BJP's electoral
prospects in the upcoming
Assembly polls. The survey
data suggests thatunemploy-
ment, farmers' protest, infla-
tion and the Ram temple will
bekeyissuesin theupcoming
Assembly polls.

Under-privileged children at a carnival to celebrate Children's Day organised by Best Friendz Society at Khidderpore area in
Kolkata on Saturday. sSUMANA DAS

Centre releases about < 8 400 cr
as health sector grant to states

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The centre has released an
amount of Rs 8,453.92 crore
ashealth sector grant for rural
and urban local bodies of 19
states.

The grants have been
released as per the recom-
mendations of the 15th Finance
Commission.

The Finance Commission,
initsreport for the period from
2021-22 to 2025-26, has rec-
ommended a total grant of Rs
4,27,911 crore to local gov-
ernments. The grants recom-
mended by the commission
inter-alia include health grants
0fRs.70,051 crore. Out of this
amount, Rs43,928 crore have
beenrecommended for rural

USDFC aimstoinvest
$350 millioninIndia

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 13 NOVEMBER

The US Consulate in Kolkata
isgradually opening newVisa
appointmentswhile US Inter-
national Development Finance
Corporation (USDFC) aims
toinvest350 million dollarsin
India to support multiple proj-
ectsin the country’s financial
services sector, health infra-
structure, renewable energy and
food security space.
Addressingasession 'Cur-
rent and Future Perspectives
of Trade and Investment
between the USA and India’,
organized by Bharat Chamber
of Commerce, the US consul
general Ms. Melinda Pavek,
commenting on pendingVisa
applicationsto the USA, said,
“the Consulate General in
Kolkata is gradually opening
newVisa appointments as per
directions received fromWash-
ington. The Consulate is strug-
gling with reduced staff part-
lybecause of the pandemicand
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partly due to travel restrictions
still continuing on account of
which staff from US have not
been able to rejoin."

Speaking on the perspec-

tives of future US investments
inIndia, she stated that the US
International Development
Finance Corporation (USDFC)
hasaimed to invest $350 mil-
lion in India to support mul-
tiple projects in the country’s
financial services sector, health
infrastructure, renewable ener-
gy and food security space.

She further informed that

the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) signed

aUS$50 millionloan agreement

with Northern Arc Capital

(NAC), an Indian financial

institution, to fund non-bank
financial entities that provide
financial services to women.
This loan will be provided
through co-financingwith the
USDEFC based on the Facility
for Accelerating Financial
Inclusion in Asia (FAIA)
announced on 27 March 2020.

1. Support for diagnostic
infrastructure to primary
healthcare facilities in rural
areas — Rs 16,377 cr
2.Block level public health
unitsin rural areas—Rs 5,279
cr

3. Construction of buildings
of building-less Sub centres,
PHCs, CHCs in rural areas
—Rs 7,167 cr
4.Conversion of rural PHCs
and sub centres into health
and wellness centre — Rs
15,105 cr

5. Support for diagnostic
infrastructure to the primary
healthcare facilities in
urban areas — Rs 2,095
crore

6. Urban health and well-
ness centres (HWCs) -
Rs.24,028 crore

local bodies and Rs 26,123
crore for urban local bodies.

These grants are meant to
strengthen health systems and
plug the critical gaps in the
health care system at the pri-
mary health care level.

The commission has also
identified interventions thatwill
directly lead to strengthening
the primaryhealthinfrastruc-
tureand facilitiesinboth rural
and urban areas. Health grants
recommended to be released
inthefinancial year2021-22is
Rs13,192 crore. This includes
Rs 8,273 crore for rural and Rs
4,919 crore for urban local
bodies.

The Finance Ministry is of
theview thatruraland urban
local bodies can play akeyrole
in the delivery of primary

health care services espe-
cially at the ‘cutting edge’
level and help in achieving the
objective of Universal Health
Care.

Strengthening the local
governments in terms of
resources, health infrastruc-
ture and capacity building
can enable them to play a
catalytic role in epidemics
and pandemics too.

Involving Panchayati Raj
institutions and urban local
government as supervising
agencies in these primary
health care institutions would
strengthen the overall pri-
mary health care system and
involvement of local govern-
ments would also make the
health system accountable to
the people.

‘US Congress hasplayed keyrolein
deepeningstrategic partnership’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister NarendraModi
today appreciated the con-
sistentsupportand construc-
tiverole ofthe US Congressin
deepeningthe India-US com-
prehensive global strategic
partmershipwhich, he said, was
anchored in shared demo-
cratic values.

Modi was talking to a US
Congress delegation led by
Senator John Cornyn.

An official statementread,
the Congressional delegation
noted the excellent manage-
ment of Covid situation in
India despite the challenges.
The PM noted that people’s par-
ticipation based on demo-
cratic ethos of the country
played akeyrolein managing

US Consulate Kolkata seeks toempower
women entrepreneursin North-East

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 13 NOVEMBER

As part of Global Entrepre-
neurshipWeek (GEW), the U.S.
Consulate Kolkata, in part-
nership with a Shillong-based
non-profit Asian Confluence’
organised a two-day boot
camp for 25 selected women
entrepreneurs from Northeast
India at the American Cen-
ter in Kolkata, this month.
Addressing the gathering,
the US Consul General, Melin-
da Pavek (photo), said, “The
United States believes strong-
lyinwomen’s empowerment
through entrepreneurship,
and stands firmly forwomen’s
equality, and inclusion in all
public endeavours. These
are challenging timesindeed
but also an opportunity for us
to show the strength and
depth of our bilateral rela-
tionship. We must keep in
mind that women in partic-
ular face increased challenges

during these times.”

The consulate, inits state-
ment, said, the Academy for
Women Entrepreneurs (AWE)
programme, funded by the
U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Education and Cul-
tural Affairs (ECA), is imple-
menting AWE in over 50 coun-
tries globally. The U.S Con-
sulate General Kolkata-led
AWE programme has sup-
ported 150 early-stage entre-
preneurs and business own-
ersfrom Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
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and Nagaland through a struc-
tured online education from
the University of Arizona’s
‘Dreambuilder’ course.
This included guided facil-
itation from alumni and busi-
ness leaders, as well as tech-
nical sessions with the ‘Nexus
Incubation Hub’ at the Amer-
ican Center in New Delhi. It
has resulted in creating an
entrepreneurship ecosystem
for scaling business ideas
and fostering networks to
provide access to mentor-
ship, funding, business part-
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ners, and market linkages.
The consulate stated that
while the programme had to
shift to a virtual platform,
“we were able to organise
three in-person workshopsin
Dimapur, Shillong, and Imphal
with strictadherence to Covid
protocol and safety meas-
ures. The grand finale brings
together 25 top entrepre-
neurs from the northeast
who will participate in a
shark-tank styled business
pitch session which will be
evaluated by a jury panel.
The top performers willbe
awarded seed funding and/or
entry slots as part of the Jan-
uary 2022 cohort of the Nexus
incubation programme at
the American Centerin New
Delhi, said the statement.
Encouraged by the first edi-
tion, the US Consulate General
willlaunch the second edition
of AWE for 75 early-stage entre-
preneurs in Bihar and Jhark-
hand on 19 November 2021.

theworstpandemicofthelast
one century.

There was a warm and
frank discussion on regional
issues of mutual interest,
including those related to
South Asiaand the Indo-Pacif-
ic region. Modi and the visit-
ingdelegation noted theincreas-
ing convergence of strategic
interests between the two
strategic partners and expressed
desire to further enhance coop-
eration with an aim to promote
global peace and stability.

The Prime Minister also
exchanged views on the poten-
tial for enhancing the bilater-
al relationship and strength-
ening cooperation on con-
temporary global issues such
astheterrorism, climate change
and reliable supply chains for
critical technologies.

Lakhimpur

Kheriincident
toharmBJPin
Assemblypolls

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence that claimed thelives of
nine personsin Uttar Pradesh
on October 3willharm the poll
prospects of the ruling Bhar-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) in the
Assembly elections sched-
uled in the state next year, as
per the ABP-CVoter-IANS 5-
State Snap Poll.

Accordingto the survey, 62
per cent of the voters feel
that this issue will harm the
saffron party in Assembly
elections, whileonly21.5 per
centfeel thatitwould help the
BJP. A total of 16 per cent
respondents feel thatit will not
have anyimpacton the elec-
tions.

Accordingto the 2019 cross
tabulation, 48.4 per cent of BJP
voters, 64 per cent of Congress
voters, 80.6 per cent of Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) voters, 77.1
per cent of Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) voters and 68.6 per
centofother political parties
fee thatthe incidentwillharm
the saffron party in the com-
ingelections. Only 28.2 per cent
of BJP voters, 20 per cent of
Congress voters, 12.9 per cent
each of SPand BSP and 14 per
cent others feel that it would
help the BJP.

A total of 22.2 per cent of
BJP voters, 16 per cent Con-
gress voters, 6.5 per cent SP
voters, 10 per cent BSP vot-
ers and 17.4 per cent others
said that thiswould nothave
any impact on the polls.

The survey also highlighted
that the Yogi government will
be benefitted from the inau-
guration of nine medical col-
leges in UP recently, as 58.8
per centvoters agreed with this,
while 48.2 per cent said that
it will not give any benefit to
the present government.

Similarly, as per the sur-
vey, over 56 per cent respon-
dents are not influenced by
the record Covid vaccina-
tions in the state.

Modi thanks
reputed

weaver from
West Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday recalled
hisinteraction with reputed
weaver and Padma Award
winner Biren Kumar Basak,
from Nadia district in West
Bengal, and thanked him for
his gift.

In atweet, the Prime Min-
ister wrote about Basak's
weaving skills. He said he
greatly cherished the gift
given to him by the reputed
weaver from Nadia in West
Bengal.

“Shri Biren Kumar Basak
belongs to Nadia in West
Bengal. Heis areputed weav-
er, who depicts different
aspects of Indian history and
culturein his Sarees. During
the interaction with the Padma
Awardees, he presented some-
thing to me which I greatly
cherish,” the Prime Minister
tweeted in both Bengaliand
English.

People with special needsrequire
empathyand not sympathy: VP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu today emphasised the
need to build an inclusive
society thatis sensitive to the
needs of differently-abled
persons.

Hewas interactingwith the
staffand trainees of the Com-
posite Regional Centre (CRC)
for Skill Development and
Rehabilitation of Persons with
Disabilities at Nellore, Andhra
Pradesh.

He said people with spe-
cial needs require empathy and
notsympathy. The different-
ly-abled persons can excelin
anyfield ifan enabling and con-
ducive environmentis creat-
ed for them, he said.

Referring to India’s stellar
performance at the recently
held Tokyo Paralympics, he said
the determination and hard
work displayed by para-
lympians inspired millions
ofIndians. Theyhave proved
that any disability can be

overcome through grit and
willpower.

The Vice President called
for creating disabled-friend-
ly public infrastructure for
barrier-free travel. Praising
CRCfor empowering Divyang-
jans through skilling training,
he urged the private sector to
come forward and actively
provide employment to peo-
ple with disabilities.

On this occasion, the Vice
Presidentalso distributed aids
and appliances to the Divyang
beneficiaries.

CRC, Nellore is function-
ingunder the administrative
control National Institute for
the Empowerment of Per-
sons with Intellectual Dis-
abilities (NIEPID), Secun-
derabad.

It is currently providing
skilldevelopment training to
specially-abled persons in
variousvocational trades such
asdataentry operation, sewing
machine operation, Office
Assistant training and LED
board making, among others.
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RSS and BJP have hijacked Hindutva and Hinduism in the name of their parties.
They claim Hindutva and Hinduism are the BJP and RSS, but it is not so

PDP LEADER MEHBOOBA MUFTI
RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS ON CONGRESS LEADER SALMAN KHURSHID'S BOOK

bl Sunday Statesman
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‘Acountrythatcan‘tpreserveits
languages, can't preserve culture’

Shah:Hindiisfriend of allindigenouslanguages, country's prosperityliesin prosperity of Indian languages
Azamgarh will now be known for education: Shah

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
VARANASI, 13 NOVEMBER

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday said that
Hindiis the friend of all indige-
nouslanguages and added that
India’s prosperity lies in the
prosperity of our Indian lan-
guages.
Addressingthe Akhil Bharatiya
RajbhashaSammelaninVaranasi
on the second day ofhisvisit to
thecity, Shahsaid, “Hindiis the
friend of all indigenous lan-
guages. India’s prosperityliesin
the prosperity of our Indian
languages.Thaveseen thatasense
of inferiority complex was
instilled in the minds of the chil-
dren who couldn't speak Eng-
lish. Itis my firm belief that the
time is not far when those who
can'tspeak theirmothertongue

US Congress has
playedkeyrolein
deepeningstrategic
partnership: PM Modi

SNS
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today appreciated the consis-
tent support and constructive
role ofthe US Congressin deep-
ening the India-US compre-
hensive global strategic part-
nership which, he said, was
anchored inshared democrat-
ic values.

Modiwas talkingtoa US Con-
gress delegationled by Senator
John Cornyn.

An official statement read,
the Congressional delegation
noted the excellent management
of Covid situation in India
despite the challenges. The PM
noted that people’s participa-
tion based on democratic ethos
of the country played a key
role in managing the worst
pandemic of the last one cen-
tury.

Therewasawarm and frank
discussion onregionalissues of
mutualinterest, including those
related to South Asia and the
Indo-Pacific region. Modi and
thevisiting delegation noted the
increasing convergence of strate-
gic interests between the two
strategic partners and expressed
desire to further enhance coop-
eration with an aim to pro-
mote global peace and stabil-
ity.

The Prime Minister also
exchanged views on the poten-
tial for enhancing the bilater-
alrelationship and strengthening
cooperation on contemporary
global issues such as the ter-
rorism, climate change and
reliable supply chains for crit-
ical technologies.

AZAMGARH, 13 NOVEMBER

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday said that Aza-
mgarh, which was known for
radicalisation during Sama-
jwadi Party rule, will now be
known for education. The
Union Home Minister on Sat-
urday laid the foundation
stone of a state university in
Azamgarh andlateraddressed
apublicrally. While speaking
at the public rally, Shah said,
“Azamgarh was known for
radicalisation duringthe Sama-

will feel inferiority complex."
“A country that cannot pre-
serveitslanguages, cannotalso
preserve its culture and organ-
icthoughtprocess. Suchacoun-

jwadi Party rule. Now, Azam-
garh will be known for edu-
cation.” The Union Minister
suggested that Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath name
the university beingbuiltin
Azamgarh after Maharaja
Suheldev. “Azamgarh is wit-
nessing transformation under
Yogi government and Mafia-
raj has ended under CM
Yogi Adityanath," Amit Shah
said. Shah added that CM
Yogi brought an end to
casteism, nepotism and
appeasement. AN

Debts Recovery Tribunal-l, Delhi

dth Floor, Jesvan Tara Building,
Parliament Straet, Naw Dalhi-110001

IMPORTANT NOTICE

It is notified for the information of Rail Passengers that Railways have
decided to change the route of train no. 02454/02453 New Delhi - Ranchi -
New Delhi Rajdhani Special (bi-weekly) on every Wednesday from New Delhi
and every Thursday from Ranchi with new special train no. 06146/06145 (via
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn. - Garwa Road - Tori - Lohardaga) as per the
Dates & Revised Time-Table given below:-

TRAIN NO. 06146/06145 NEW DELHI - RANCHI - NEW DELHI

0.A. No. 104/2019

CORPORATION BANK
Versus  Applicant

M/S SHRI KRISHNA
CATERERS & Ors.

To, Respondents

1. Mis, Shri Krishna Caterers Through
Propristor Sh, Neeraj Goyal 5/o Sh, Andl
Kumar Goyal, Shop Mo5, Gaushala
Markat Kishangarh, Vasanl Kun New
Demi-110070, Also of: 108/, First Floor,
Mirmal Aparnments, Kishangarh, ‘asanl
Kunj, Naw Dedhi- 110

Whiareas thi above namid applicant has
instted] m cass for recovery of Rae
16,20,420.85 (Rs Sixtean Lakh Twenty
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty and
Palse Ninaty Five Only) against you and
whereas f has bean shown bo (he
satislachon ol the Tnbunal that § |8 mnol
possible 1o sarva you in ondinany way
Tharelare, this nolice s glven by
adwartisaman! directng you 0 make
appearanta balore Ld. Hagisirar on
15122021 &t 10,30 AM. [for further
detalls kindly vislt DRT waballe
www atribunal.gov.in) Phone No. 011-
23TABATY)

Take nolica that in case of your Silure fo
appaar an [he abows manticned day balare
thet Triburmal, tha cagn wdl be Rheard and
dicided in your absence

Dum b ongaing Pandemic SHuaton, all the
matiers will ba takan up through Video
Canharencing and for thad purpose:-

il All the Advocatesilitiganis shall
downlaad the "Cisco Webax® application |
soltware,

fii) "Meaeting ID° and "Password” for the naxt
date of hearing qua cases io ba takan by
'Registrar/Recovery Officer-l/ and
Macovary Officer-Il shall be avalable ons
day prior 1o the nexi date &t DRT Official
Foried |& “drigowin”™ under the Publc
Mobos Head,

() Im mny exigancy qua that, he
Advocales/Litigants can contact the
concerned official at Ph. No.o 011
23748473

Given under my hand and saal of the
Tribunal en this 30° day of September,

2021, by erder of this Tribunal
Assisiant Reglstrar

Respondent may conlact under mention

phione number for further anguiry

&h, Amit K. Dar, Ld. Regisirar, DRT-l, New

Dalhi, Phone.. 011-237T48473

E-mal drl Ydalh-dsdiee.in

RAJDHANI SPECIAL (WEEKLY) (VIA LOHARDAGA & TORI)

Before Debts Recovery Tribunall, Dedhi

4th Flaor, Jeevan Tara Building,
Parliamend Streat, New Delhi-110001

0.A. No. 65619 Of. 28-10-2021
PUNJAB MATIONAL BANK
Versus Applicant

Sh. Sanjiv Agarwal & Ors.

Respondent
To,
Defendant
1. Shri Sanjiv Agarwal Sigp Sh. SN,
Agarwal, House Mo, 143, Swamim Vihar
Sect.- B2 Noida -201301
2. 5mi. Sangeeta Agarwal Wa Shri Sanjiv
Agarwal and Dio Shri Kailash Math
Agarwal, Housa No, 143, Swamim Vihar
Sact -2 Noida LLP.
3. Sh, Satya Marain Agarwal, House Mo
143 Swamim Vihar Secl-82. Moida LR
1301
4. Mis Ramdeo Polyster Pvt Lid., A-1723
Cooperatwe Indra Estate Dada Magar
Kanpurl P
5. Mis Shyamraj Colour Chem Pvi. Lid,,
143, Swarmnim Vihar, Sect-82 Moda -
013N
6. Mis Tirupall Inks Lid. [mow Undar
Liquidation ‘With MCLT Principal Bench
Dethl) Proforma Dedendant Mo. 6 (through
The Liquidalor: Shd Lekh Ra| Bajaja, A22
Insohvancy Services Pl Lid.), 107, Agarsal
Prastige Mall, Afairng To MZK Pitamgpura
Dalhi - 34
VWhareas tha above named spphcanls)
hag | hawva insliluled & cass for recovery ol
Rs. 60,16,85329)- (Rs Sixty Crore
Sixteen Lakh MNinety Five Thousand
Three Hundred Twenty Nine Only) agairs!
you and whieng as il has bagn shown to the
sahsfachion of fhe Tnbunal that & = nol
possiie b sarve you In tha ordingry way
[harafora, this notica is given by
advertsement dirachng you o maks
gppearance in the Tribunal cn 08-01-2022
st 10.30A.M
Take nolica thal i defaull of your
appearancé on the day before fhe
mentioned, the casa will ba heard and
dabarmingd in your absenca
Due to ongolng Pandemic sltuation, all
the matiers will be laken up through
Video Confarencing and for that
pUrpoRD;.
(i} Al the AdvocatesiLitigpants shall
gownload the Claco Wabexagplication |
solbaang,
(k) Meabng 1D @nd Paaswond for he nex
dabe of haanng qua cased b Da tken by
RigistrarMacovery Oficar-land Recovary
Calicar-ll shad ba Gsplayed n the daily
coise [ist itsed of DRT OMcial Portal |e
drl.govin
(] |rary exigancy qua that, tha Advosates!
Litiganis can contact the concamad affical
B Ph, No. Z3T484TH.
Given undiar my hand and seal of this
Trbunal an Bhis (he 28ih day of Oct., 2021.
By ordar of tha Tribunal
Assistant Roglstrar, DRT-II, Dalhi

02454 06146 02453 06145
e Trange | aTwmings | STATIONS |“STedngs | &Timings |
"ARR. | DEP. | ARR. | DEP. ARR.| DEP. | ARR. | DEP.
16:10 16:10 NEW DELHI ‘ 11:10 11:10
20:56 | 21:00 | 20:55 | 21:00 | KANPUR CENTRAL | 05:40 | 0545 0540 | 0545 |
23:00 | 23:02 | 23:00| 23:02 | PRAYAGRAJJN. | 03:35| 03:37 | 03:35 | 03:37
01:12 | 0122 | 01:12 | 01:22 PT. DEEN DAYAL 01:35 | 01:45 | 01:35 | 01:45
UPADHYAYA JN.

(04:10 |04:15 | 04:10| 0412 | GARWAROAD | 22.50 | 2255 | 22:50 | 22.55|
04:43 | 04:45 | 04:43 | 04:45 DALTONGANJ | 21:45 | 21:47 | 21:45 | 21:47
08:00 | 08:05 —_ BARKAKANA | 19:25| 1930 | — =

~ — | — | 0504 0508 BARWADIHJN. | — — |21:22 | 2127
1025 | — | 08:10 RANCHI | — | 17115 | — |18:25

Days of run : - 06146 Ex. New Delhi on Every Wednesday from 16.03.2022 and 06145 Ex.
Ranchi on Every Thursday from 17.03.2022.

Accommodation : 1st AC, AC2 Tier & AC 3 Tier,
Frequency reduced of Train no 02454/02453 New Delhi — Ranchi - New Delhii

Rajdhani Special Bi-weekly to weekly details are mentioned below:-

or NTES App.

Vizit RailMadad Website :-

m | RailMadad W

S Helpline No. oy g !ﬁ. | :
o 3= | Azadi §
© =) 3G 1 |

™~ = | Amrit pMahotsav |

Train No. & Name Existing Frequency | Revised Frequency| Date w.e.f.
02454 New Delhi-Ranchi Wednesday, |

Rajdhani Special Saturday Saturday 16.03.2022
02453 Ranchi-New Delhi Thursday,

Rajdham Special sunday Sunday 17.03.2022

For any kind of information, passengers are advised to contact RailMadad
Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways website https://fenquiry.indianrail.gov.in

All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19, may please be

followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other precautions associated
with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

www. railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in
% NORTHERN RAILWAY

epaper.thestatesman.com

¥ Your Convenience - Our Concern

Wisit us a1 | wews nrindianraliways. gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

try to the development of the
world. Thus, itisveryimportant
for us to preserve and prosper
our languages,” he said.
Shahsaid, "Oncethe people
of our country decide and our
languages become the lan-
guage of governance, we will
automatically get back the
knowledge trove of Maharishi

Patanjali and Panini. We need
toshun out the inferiority com-
plex from the minds of the
youth thatwas instilled during
British rule. We need to create
an environment wherein peo-
ple take pride in speaking their
mother tongue."

The Home Minister further
said that the effortswere made

to create a lot of controversies
around the Hindilanguage but
thattimeis overnow. “The con-
versation and development of
Indianlanguagesis acentral pil-
lar of the National Education-
al Policy. Syllabus of engineer-
ing and medical courses have
been translated into 8 Indianlan-
guages so far," he said.

Punjab Government

led by

Chief Minister

Charanjit Singh Channi
remembers

First Prime Minister of India

PANDIT

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

An architect of modern India

132™ Birth Anniversary

on his

Department of Information and Public Relations, Punjab

India, France to hold
counter-terror exercise

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

India and France will hold a
12-day military exercise aimed
at countering terrorism from
Monday in the French port
town of Frejus.

A platoon strength of a
Gorkha Rifles Infantry Battalion
will represent the Indian Army
while the French side will
deploy troops of 21st Marine
Infantry Regiment of 6th Light

Armoured Brigade at the exer-
cise, according to the Defence
Ministry. “Exercise Shakti will
focus on counter-terrorism
operations in the backdrop
of semi-urban terrain under
United Nations mandate with
an aim to enhance military
cooperation and interoper-
ability between the two armies,”
it said.The last edition of the
exercise was conducted at
Mahajan field firingranges in
Rajasthan in 2019.

3 PunjabGovtindia | ) PunjabGovtindia | @ PunjabGovtindia | €) PunjabGovtindia
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A CJ moved

he only way a judge of our higher judiciary can

be removed from service is by impeachment,

but the framers of our Constitution made the
process so cumbersome and stringent that it is al-
most impossible to remove a judge from service by
this method. Over the decades though, the Supreme
Court has evolved an alternate system and the latest
on whom it is being applied is Chief Justice Sanjib
Banerjee of the Madras High Court. The Supreme
Court Collegium on 16 September recommended
his transfer as chief Justice of the Meghalaya High
Court. The transfer order was made public only on 9
November. The Madras High Court has a sanctioned
strength of 75 judges against the Meghalaya High
Court’s four. The formula was tried on former Mad-
ras High Court Chief Justice VK Tahilramani by or-
dering his transfer to the Meghalaya High Court as
CJ in 2019. He resigned rather than preside over a
four-judge High Court. Justice Banerjee was transfer-
red from the Calcutta High Court and appointed
Chief Justice of the Madras High Court on 4 January
2021. He was due to retire on 1 November 2023. C]
Banerjee made several scathing attacks on other co-
nstitutional functionaries. A Bench of CJ Banerjee
and Justice Senthilkumar Ramamoorthy was highly
critical of the Election Commission of India in April
this year for allowing election rallies to take place
amidst the Covid-19 pandemic in Tamil Nadu. The
Bench asked the EC’s counsel whether he was living
on another planet when election rallies were being
held. “Public health is of paramount importance,
and it is distressing that constitutional authorities
have to be reminded in such regard.” Election Com-
mission officers should be booked on murder charg-
es probably, the Bench had observed.An aggrieved
EC approached the Supreme Court seeking directi-
ons to restrain the media from reporting oral remar-
ks of judges. The court turned down the plea stating
freedom of speech covers judicial proceedings. In
response to a Public Interest Litigation against the
Puducherry unit of the BJP alleging it had misused
Aadhaar details of voters for election campaign pur-
poses, a Bench headed by CJ Banerjee warned, “It
will not do for the Election Commission to pass the
buck in this case and say that the cybercrimes divi-
sion is conducting an investigation.” According to
the petition, the BJP, being the ruling party at the
Centre, had misused its power and indulged in iden-
tity theft covered by Section 66 of the Information
Technology Act, and clearly in breach of the fidu-
ciary duty it owed to citizens. The said offence was
committed with an intention to threaten the securi-
ty of the country, leading to the offence of cyber terr-
orism under Section 66F of the IT Act, it was con-
tended. When the Election Commission is up and
about in all other matters and asserts its primacy
and authority, it must look into this allegation im-
mediately and with the degree of seriousness it de-
serves, CJ] Banerjee observed. His all too brief tenure
as Chief Justice of Madras HC has been eventful.

Home truths

e may all have been in high dudgeon since

India’s pre-semi-final exit from the Twen-

ty20 World Cup and the Supreme Court
may for a longer while have been saddled with the
task of deciding whether Sourav Ganguly and Jay
Shah should carry on in their administrative roles
in cricket, but a thorough overhaul of the system ~ in
the aftermath of the disaster in West Asia ~ is unlike-
ly. Some people were to go out anyway, at the end of
their tenures, which implied the entry of new faces,
and the obvious selection requirements of the forth-
coming home series against New Zealand were a re-
ason for a few more changes in the squad. But if the
spectacular nosedive brought about any alteration in
higher-altitude thinking, it would so far have to be
considered one of the Board of Control for Cricket in
India’s well-kept secrets. You can look the other way
when Australians speak of an Indian team divided
against itself with a good many players silently
resenting captain Virat Kohli's allegedly overbear-
ing ways and it is easier disdainfully to bypass innu-
endos from Pakistanis that India are no longer a
happy, cohesive unit, but when one of India's own
stalwarts calls a spade a spade, silence could con-
note a tacit acknowledgement. And there was no
doubting the fundamental truths about India’s per-
formance articulated by Ravi Shastri, then India’s
head coach. Truth to tell, his statement will be got
back to again, given fixture congestion is the flip side
of the commercial exploitation of cricket, which
yields enormous amounts of money. This money is
the prioritised objective of high-ups, to the virtual
exclusion of everything else. This is driven home by
Indian cricketers’ months-long imprisonment in the
so-called bio-secure bubbles, its attendant psycho-
logical problems never even sought to be scientifi-
cally considered so our hero-worshipped players do
not end up being martyrs to mental disorder. India,
aping England, found in the new normal way of
doing things an easy expedient without bothering
to invite opinions on the nostrum. Shastri’s second
point was thus as important as his first, even though
both have come to be considered and criticised by
segments of the media whose ersatz patriotism ec-
lipses powers of reasoning. It has been said that
most top-level teams play about as many games in a
comparable period as India, but then, two or three
or more mistakes never made one right, did they?
Also, if one set of players copes better with prolon-
ged captivity, it cannot guarantee another’s unflus-
tered durabilty. Which was why it was wrong to plan
for players to get out of the Indian Premier League
bubble to get into the Twenty20 World Cup one. They
are not machines to be filled with fuel and set going,
Shastri said, and, as sure as eggs are eggs, they would
some day, try to haul him over the coals. But a fact
is a fact is a fact. Logic, even if often impotent against
power, will be on his side. The board will, of course,
count its cash. And Indian cricket will wilt when it
comes to the crunch.
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Post-fact world?

We have ruined our Earth and how we are planning for galactic civilization. Eight of the
richest billionaires including Elon Musk, Mark Zuckerberg, Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson
are now planning to conquer outer space. The climate crisis is for the humble people of

the Earth!
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Iternative facts are not
facts, they are outright
lies. In politics, facts
ave never been what
they are in science. But today, lies
have become the new truths. And
lies are the lifeblood of autocracy.
Of course, lies are not the domain
only of autocrats and populist
leaders. Navigating the post-truth
world is a treacherous exercise.
The climate denialists are not the
only ones to trot out their own
facts. Populist leaders apart, there
is a growing army of people and
groups who question all other
facts except their own. The age of
reason seems to have taken a
break. Welcome to the post-fact
world! And let us brace ourselves
for what Yale University law pro-
fessor Dan Kahan describes as “a
culture war of facts.”

Anti-intellectualism and
anti-rationalism have been on
the rise for quite a while. Histori-
an Richard Hofstadter’s 1963
book, Anti-Intellectualism in
American Life, won the Pulitzer
Prize. In the age of social media,
anti-intellectualism has led to a
new level of debasement, bigotry
and dumbing down of culture.
Ignorance combined with arro-
gance is a deadly cocktail.

Earlier, poets, dreamers and
philosophers lived in their own
world; now hard-line fanatics cre-
ate their own enchanted, self-
contained world. Churchill once
said, “gentlemen, history will be
kind to us ~ we will write it!” To-
day, denialists and blind follow-
ers of modern political messiahs
manufacture their own facts and
prefer to live in their own cocoon.
They would also like to write their
own history. Uncertainties and
crises have made people vulnera-
ble to the chest-beating propa-
ganda machine. Populism of the
right and wokeism of the left are
both dangerous.

Climate crisis, says UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres,
“is a race we are losing, but it’s a
race we can win.” Sadly, the cli-
mate crisis has become enmesh-

' 'jl'll”l'”””

ed in culture wars. In the US, in
particular, acceptance of the sci-
entific consensus on climate
change is now seen as an align-
ment with liberal views. Irrational
zealots are having a field day.

Surveys show that the Amer-
ican public’s belief in the science
of climate change is fast declin-
ing. A large percentage of the
population across the world is
sceptical of science. Un-science
or nescience seems to have cap-
tured their imagination. One ho-
ped that scientific methods
would shape humankind’s think-
ing and behavior in the 21st cen-
tury. Instead, it appears, a large
section of people wants to return
to what American commentator
Victor Davis Hanson calls “med-
ical alchemy.” Han-
son further says, sci- [~
ence is “dying (and)
superstition dis-
guised as morality is
returning.”

Climate denial-
ists, unplugged as
they are from the
world of science, dis-
miss scientists and
intellectuals as foes

professor of history Adam Tooze,
seems to have overtaken us. No
wonder, the worst climate deniers
like Donald Trump and Jair Bol-
sonaro consider climate change
“an expensive hoax.” Leaders of
their ilk downplay both the cli-
mate crisis and Covid threat, ped-
dling conspiracy theories and
ridiculing science.

Anti-vaxxers’ weird reason-
ing says it all. “My beliefs are reli-
gious. My god has endowed me
with an immune system that pro-
tects me, and if I get sick, that is
an act of god.” Every slight, every
lived experience, however obs-
cure, is amplified in the cauldron
of social media. Over-exposure to
social media, some argue, has
accelerated and normalized our
culture’s infantile
tendencies. Our
lives are not just
shared, they are dis-
played and con-
sumed. Thanks to
social media the
world is embracing
what Moises Naim
calls “ideological
necrophilia” (the
passionate commit-

of truth and liberty. As"::"f‘“" ment to dead and
And conspiracy the- foggy ideas).

ory has become an The writer s director, Today every
intellectual black ediences, Delhi fool and every

hole. It is the result
of polarization in
politics in the US. It is deeply
rooted in the racial and ideologi-
cal divide.

We have ruined our Earth
and now we are planning for
galactic civilization. Eight of the
richest billionaires including Elon
Musk, Mark Zuckerberg, Jeff
Bezos and Richard Branson are
now planning to conquer outer
space. The climate crisis is for the
humble people of the Earth!

We earthly people are busy
waging our own battle. For more
and more people and leaders, the
battlefields of the past are be-
coming combat zones of today.
Ecological Leninism, to borrow a
phrase from Columbia University

demon invokes the
voice of destiny. Are
we witnessing the end of ‘moder-
nity’ and the end of science, tech-
nology and reason? The domi-
nant ideology of ‘progress’ took it
for granted that the growing
domination of nature by man was
the very measure of humanity’s
advance. Industrialisation was
based on the principle of iron and
smoke or “where there is muck,
there is brass.” The “economic
doom” literature has put it that
human beings are innately
destructive. In our efforts to make
the planet yield more for our-
selves, we have diminished its
ability to sustain life of all kinds.
George Bernard Shaw was
right when he said that all pro-

T~ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, Finally, the Union government
decided to relent by cutting excise
duty on petrol and diesel by Rs. 5
and Rs. 10 a litre, respectively. This
has been followed by reduction in
value-added tax by several state
governments.

Earlier, the Union government
was not willing to reduce the excise
on various pretexts - that it had
provided free vaccination, free
rations to 80 crore residents and so
on. But a day after the BJP suffered
some electoral reverses, the gov-
ernment relented, possibly sensing
debacles in coming elections.

The piecemeal reduction in
excise duty is not the solution as
India imports 85 per cent of crude
and excise duty will continue to be
paid in future also. The recent trend
towards depending upon fuel taxes
to fill the coffers of the government
must be arrested and fuel must be
brought under GST to give relief to
the masses.

Yours, etc., SK Khosla,
Chandigarh, 8 November.

SAFETY AUDIT

SIR, I refer to today’s report ‘11
dead in Maha Covid hospital fire’.
Maharashtra has been facing the
merciless onslaught of Covid-19
cases, but its public health respon-
se has also had to combat the sec-
ond, connected scourge of hospi-
tal fires.

Not so long ago, the State was
adding on average over 50,000
cases and losing a few hundred
lives daily in the second wave of the
pandemic, straining its infrastruc-

Centrerelents on petrol & diesel

Ny

gress depends on the unreason-
able man. No wonder, we literally
move mountains to mine the
earth’s minerals, redirect rivers to
build cities in the desert, and
burn forests to make way for
crops and cattle. Shaw further
argued that while the reasonable
man adapts himself to the world,
the unreasonable ones persist in
trying to adapt the world to
themselves.

Modernity was associated
with progress which replaced the
medical belief in providence.
That narrative has been found
hollow in the time of climate cat-
astrophe. As Nobel Laureate Oc-
tavio Paz says, one of the key buil-
ding blocks of modernity was the
ideology of progress. But “there
was no way of telling what goal
was being pursued by progress.
Progress merely seemed to create
the demand for more progress,
in a process without end, and
therefore, in a sense, without
meaning.”

We have followed a model of
growth where human beings be-
come insatiable consuming ma-
chines. Mindless expansion of
production serves as a distraction
from the issue of redistribution.
Our experience, more so during
the pandemic times, is how the
incomes of the rich are increas-
ing at an accelerating pace while
everyone else’s have slowed dra-
matically. Is it progress? This
progress has led us to the shrine
of an abyss. The Amazon fires are
a shameful indictment of our lust
for excess.

Mediocrity is a new genius in
the age of social media. Social
media is a market place, not a so-
cial good. In fact, it isn’t even
social. It provides a very large
megaphone to denialists and
conspiracy theorists. Technology
is greatly to blame for our medi-
ocrity and cultural-intellectual
morass. Do we know too much?
And is it good? As Goethe says,
“we know accurately only when
we know little; with knowledge
doubt increases.”

KNOWING HISTORY
SIR, In the Perspective page article by Shreemoyee Roychoudhury published on
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viore incentives

imperative

ccording to the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Training, Vi?t Nam
needs to have 7,300 more lectur-
ers with a doctoral degree and over 300
more with a master's degree in culture,
arts and sports. This is part of Project
89 on enhancing the capacity of lectur-
ers and managers in tertiary education
institutions to meet the requirements
on fundamental and comprehensive
reforms in education. Project 89 was
approved by the Prime Minister on Jan-
uary 18, 2019. In 2021, as many as 165
institutions registered to send 1,277
staff to study doctorates under Project
89. Among them, 360 lecturers are sent
to be trained abroad. It is expected that
by 2022, as many as 1,308 will be sent to
study for a doctorate under Project 89.
In a recent interview with Gido D?c
Vi?t Nam (Vi?t Nam's Education) online
magazine, Director of the Higher Edu-
cation Department under the MoET
Nguy?n Thu Thu? shared her thoughts
about incentives and policies to
encourage Vietnamese intellectuals to
return home after finishing studies
abroad to contribute to the country.
What are the policies being used to
retain talent and make sure they return
after finishing their studies abroad
which are being funded by the Govern-
ment? Policies and incentives to attract
and retain talents have been mentioned
in many legal documents including the
Law on Science and Technology, Law
on Higher Education, decrees of the
Government, and regulations of the
MoET, departments, and agencies.
Many localities and higher education

Yiét Nam News
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institutions have also been implement-
ing effective policies to attract highly
qualified human resources. Vinh Phic
Province has issued Resolution No
06/2021/NQ-HDND on a number of
policies to attract intellectuals and tal-
ented people to the province in 2021-
2025, providing VND600 million for
professors, associate professors, those
who hold a doctorate degree or Doctor
of Medicine, and level-2 specialists;
offering VND400 million for those who
hold a master's degree or Master of
Medicine, and level-1 specialists and
resident doctors. Teachers and lectur-
ers with a doctorate degree are also
supported with VND600 million, those
with a master's degree and bachelor's
degree will be supported with VND400
million and VND300 million, re-
spectively. Lao Cai Province also issu-
ed a similar resolution, supporting tho-
se with professor titles with VND1.5 bil-
lion, and those with an associate
professor, doctorate degree with VND1
billion and VND360 million, respective-
ly. For higher institutions, we have
HCMC University of Food Industry
which offers financial support worth
VND75 million each for individuals
with a doctorate degree, VND100 mil-
lion and VND150 million for associate
professors and professors respectively
under the condition that they must
work for the university for at least five
years. Although there have been many
policies introduced, they are not strong
enough to encourage Vietnamese sci-
entists and intellectuals to return home
and contribute more.

7 November, there is misconception about Hindutva icon, V. D. Savarkar. The

word Hindutva originated in Bengal during the Indian Renaissance in the 19th
century. The word Hindutva, the concept of Bharat Mata and the “Bande
Mataram” slogan were all products of Bengal that spread across the country. Its
journey was started by Raja Rammohan Roy, Debendranath Tagore, Bhudev
Mukhopadhyay, Nabagopal Mitra, Rajnarayan Basu, Bankim Chandra Chat-
topadhyay and so on. In “Bangadarshan” which Bankim Chandra himself edited,
he refused to accept the Islamic Rulers as the history of Bengal.

He said: “In our consideration, not a single English book contains the true
history of Bengal. These books contain merely a hotchpotch of the birth, death
and family feud of the Muslims who used to relax lying down on their beds wear-
ing useless titles such as the ‘Badshah of Bangalah’ or ‘Subah-dar of Bangalah'.
This is not the history of Bengal; this is not even an iota of the history of Bengal.
This has no connection whatsoever with Bengal’s history. The Bengali who
accepts all this as the history of Bengal is not a Bengali. The one who accepts
without questioning the versions of the Muslims, who are blind with self-pride
are liars and Hindu-haters, is not a Bengali.”

This is how the history of a nation changes, by unearthing facts. The piece
“Draupadi” of Mahashweta Devi was removed from the syllabus to stop poison-
ing of minds of young men against Indian Army, protector of India. Why was the
dark side of Muslim invaders who destroyed temples, killed and raped Hindu
women while occupying Bengal and finally married and converted them not
recorded in history books during the British period? Was it not fact? A nation’s
pride depends on past glory. History cannot be changed, but let all history be
known. There is no place for imaginative historians.

Yours, etc., Amal Biswas, Kolkata, 8 November.

ture and institutions. It has also
been frequently hit by deadly fires,
of the kind witnessed on Saturday
in the ICU of a hospital that killed
11 Covid patients. With about
16,000 active cases now, many of
the patients in the State require
oxygen support and hospitals are
stretched to the limit. Now that
many Covid-19 hospital fires have
been reported, in Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh in
particular, State authorities should
be able to document their learn-
ings and put out a checklist to save
patients.
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They should clarify whether
fire safety guidelines for hospitals
issued by the Centre in September
last year were acted upon. This is
particularly important in Maha-
rashtra’s context, given that devas-
tating fires have been recurring.
The government must lose no time
in ordering a comprehensive audit.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 7 November.

WELCOME STEP

SIR, The Road transport and high-
ways minister Nitin Gadkari has
bestowed power to local people to

monitor the construction of
national highway, lanes, right of
way. etc. in their area and report to
NHALI if they find any irregularities.
They will be able to check the
progress from the comfort of their
homes by checking a website on
which the contractor will have to
publish photographs of work every
week and provide the video of con-
struction every month.

The NHAI will impose a penal-
ty of Rs 5 lakh or more on the con-
tractor on the basis of feedback
from the locals.

Enabling locals to monitor

work is a great initiative. Often,
contractors use low-quality materi-
als and waste time on construction
site.

Due to this, the money of tax-
payers is wasted and every year
new roads are required. This
vicious cycle of corruption goes on
and taxpayers’s money is wasted.
These efforts will eventually help in
constructing better roads that last
for many years and proper use of
money. It will discourage people
from illegal activities.

Yours, etc., Rajat Jain,
Ujjain, 8 November.



SHANTANU MUKHARJI

lldoes notlook good with Pak-
istan. The country’s decision
to enter into an unethical
ompromise with the reli-
gious extremist group Tehreek e Lab-
baik Pakistan (TLP) continues to be
questioned by all segments of the
media, civil society, academia and
political opposition. This has put the
Imran Khan-led government on the
backfoot. Also, the government’s
ambiguous and non-transparent com-
promise with the TLP is being described
as a complete surrender to the ultras
conceding all their demands. This is
compounded by the conflicting claims
and counter claims by the Minister for
Interior, Sheikh Rashid and Minister
for Information and Broadcasting,
Fawad Chaudhry, thus exposing the
establishment’s glaring lack of coor-
dination in dealing with a complex
national crisis adding to Imran Khan’s
Woes.

No sooner the government
heaved a sigh of relief at buying time
to ‘diffuse’ the monumental chal-
lenge of the Progressive Democratic
Movement (PDM), the multi-party
opposition alliance, its Secretary
General Shahid Khagqqgan Abbasi
announced that the PDM would
launch a slew of anti-government
rallies in principal cities of Pakistan
to protest against the government’s
anti-people policies.

Outlining the action plan, the
PDM disclosed that it would com-
mence the first march in Karachi on
November 13, followed by Quetta on
November 17, then in Peshawar on
November 20 and finally to Lahore
before storming into the capital
Islamabad. Such a plan has rattled
the government as it would mount
further pressure. The PDM chief,
Maulana Fazlur Rahman was also
present when this announcement
was made. The focus would be on
corruption, nepotism, failed eco-
nomic policies and unchecked infla-
tion. In other words, Imran Khan'’s
plate is full and the road ahead is
bump.

Meanwhile, the media has also
stepped up its tirade against the oth-
erwise vulnerable government
through a series of opinion pieces in
popular dailies. Gen (Retd) Talat
Masood who is a regular political
commentator, in his latest article in
the Express Tribune, has articulated
Pakistan’s ongoing problems. He has
said that the government’s abject
failure in tackling the TLP imbroglio
has taken the country into a hostage
situation. He is scathingly critical of
the government’s failed policies in
dealing with the economic turmoil,
rising fuel prices, and even being
weak-kneed in addressing the flawed
educational policies where every
Tom, Dick and Harry can obtain a
PhD degree by paying a premium.
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neasy lull before the

storm in Pakistan?

Most crucially, the commenta-
tor talks about the government’s
weakness which stood exposed by
the way it handled the selection of
the DG ISI. The decision on such an
important appointment was marked
by a flip-flop policy and absence of
cohesion was markedly noticed.
First, Lt Gen. Anjum, then Lt Faiz
Hameed and then again a volte face.
November 19 will be the date when
Lt Gen Anjum is expected to formally
take charge from Lt Gen Hameed
who is slated to move to command
the important Peshawar Corps. How-
ever, the suspense remains, as judg-
ing by Pakistan’s history, there is
many a slip between the cup and the
lip. Other than this, the continuous

terror attacks in the tribal belts show
the inherent weaknesses in the sys-
tem.

Other than these insinuations,
Gen Masood surmises that all these
factors indicate there are no easy
ways for correcting the course for a
nation like Pakistan without a dedi-
cated and visionary leadership.
These are strong words from a vet-
eran Pakistan watcher who has been
in the system and that too in critical
positions. Such an assessment is
hard to ignore and it is hoped Prime
Minister Imran Khan has already
read this warning.

Amidst these problems gripping
Pakistan, there are reports that Chief
of the Army Staff, Gen Qamar Ahmad

Bajwa has fallen out with Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan chiefly because of
the appointment of the DG ISI. Lt
Gen Hameed is thought to be the
Prime Minister’s choice while Lt Gen
Anjum is backed by Gen Bajwa. It
would mean that Khan who was
publicly claiming that he had the
support of his army chief and the
army now no longer enjoys that. On
ground, it would seem that Bajwa is
calling the shots. And in Pakistan,
political survival without the army is
impossible.

In the meantime, reports are
also trickling in that 111 Infantry
Brigade which is known for ‘facilitat-
ing’ coups since Gen (later Field
Marshal) Ayub Khan’s takeover in

1958, and then the coups that
brought Gen Zia ul Haq and Gen Per-
vez Musharraf to power, is being
watched by all quarters. As of now,
things are fluid. Either way, Prime
Minister Imran Khan remains most
vulnerable. His political moves so far
have been amateurish rather than
those of a seasoned political hand.
Those in uniform seem to be more
dexterous in their moves. Therefore,
November 19 and the events that will
follow are important. Experts reckon
that this “lull before the storm” can-
not be ignored.

The writer is a retired IPS officer, a security
analyst and a former National Security
Adviser to the Prime Minister of Mauritius.
The views expressed are personal.

Opposition must work with cohesion

he Congress party seems to be

fallinginto the trap of the BJP

by responding to dead issues

like the Rafale scam that the
partyhad raised in the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll. It is clear that the issue did not
click with the public as former party
president Rahul Gandhi had hoped.
He had high expectations that the BJP
would face defeat. He should have
learned the lesson that flogging a
dead horseis futile. Itis the same with
the BJP; going back to the past may
notyield results. After all, itis the Modi
government that has been in power
for the past eight years. Times have
changed and the political atmosphere
has changed. The millennials want to
have a good life.

For the BJP, it is much more cru-
cial. The party has been cleverly try-
ing to change the poll agenda in UP
and other states and steer it to its
benefit. Therefore, the opposition
needs to focus on the year-long
farmer’s agitation, petrol price hike,
handling of Covid and day-to-day
issues pertaining to the common
man.
The BJP has a lot at stake as it
rules all but one of the seven states
that are going to polls in 2022. Of the
seven, the BJP is ruling in U.P,,
Uttarakhand, Goa, Gujarat and

Manipur while the Congress is rul-
ing in Punjab.

While UP, Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Manipur and Goa are going for polls
early next year, Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh will see elections
later in the year. The Congress is con-

fident of winning Goa and Manipur,
two states where it had emerged as
the single largest party in 2017, but
was beaten by the BJP in government
formation thanks to backroom
maneuvers and horse-trading.

The Congress created a storm in

Punjab by changing charismatic
chief minister Amarinder Singh last
month under pressure of the crick-
eter-turned-politician Navjot Singh
Sidhu. It was the one state the Con-
gress could have won easily, but it
messed up things by wrong calcula-
tions.

The Congress has labeled the
Rafale deal a Rs 50,000 crore scam of
the Narendra Modi government. It
claimed that the predecessor Man-
mohan Singh government had
worked out a better deal with France.
The BJP says that the UPA govern-
ment had not formalised the agree-
ment and left too many grey areas
that could have spiked the cost enor-
mously. The issue has been dis-
cussed in Parliament and taken even
to the apex court. The Congress con-
tinues to seek a joint parliamentary
probe into the deal.

Soon after the 2019 defeat,
Rahul Gandhi had blamed senior
Congress leaders for not supporting
him during the campaign. But many
leaders had told him that too much
criticism of the Modi government
would not click. They proved to be
right.

Aiming to win a third term, the
BJP’s principal political target has
been and will be the Congress. The

BJP too should realise dredging the
UPA rule is like flogging a dead
horse.

Congress and other opposition
parties should focus on the inade-
quacies of the BJP government in the
states and at the Centre on other
day-to-day issues. Instead of setting
the agenda on several burning local
issues in each of the poll-bound
states, going back to the Rafale scam
will not help the Congress.

The first step is to make sure
opposition votes are not splintered. A
divided opposition gives the BJP
hope to win. As of now, U.P. is facing
a multi-cornered contest with the
Congress, BSP, BJP, and SP planning
to contest on their own.

The Congress is not in a posi-
tion to win U.P. and neither are the
regional parties like SP and BSP. If
the opposition forms a Grand
Alliance as it did in Bihar, it could
put up a good fight. Now, at the
most, the Congress can hope to
improve its position at the cost of SP
and BSP.

As of now, the multi-cornered
contests in U.P. and other states will
only help BJP come back. If the
opposition is serious, it needs to
change the narrative, draw up a good
political agenda, and chart a road
map for the future to win the confi-
dence of the people. Otherwise, the
BJP will have the last laugh.
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Outspoken
and witty

TIRTHANKAR MITRA

he tea stall on Southern Avenue was

abuzz with conversation in which a

handsome man with a receding hair-

line was the cynosure of all eyes. His
acquiline nose and intelligent eyes along with
his ability of being in the news made Subrata
Mukherjee a household name for the last five
decades.

Excitement was in the air. A new political
party had come into being, to challenge a
regime firmly in the saddle in the state for
decades. Municipal elections were round the
corner. And Mukherjee was leading the new
party’s campaign.

Instead of delivering speeches from podi-
ums and vehicles, Mukherjee loved to rub
shoulders with the masses. This had been his
style of campaigning - to feel the people’s
pulse - ever since his maiden electoral tri-
umph against a noted academic. Hence the
tea stall talks.

Recognition and praise are part and par-
cel of the existence of most public men who
bask in it even when they do not deserve it. An
animated conversation was on at the tea stall
during which he was praised for his role as
the hero of a television serial opposite a lead-
ing actress of the day.

Forsaking the practice of accepting com-
plements with a smile, Mukherjee replied, “I
think I cut a very sorry figure in it.” Despite
being on the campaign trail, he did not take
kindly to flattery and couldn’t care less that
he had rubbed a voter the wrong way.

But Mukherjee steered the campaign to
success and became the first citizen of the
city. His mayoral tenure was marked by deci-
sions which put ideas above ideology.

Not chary of rapping civic tax defaulters
on the knuckles, Mukherjee did not think
twice of taking either hard decisions or speak-
ing his mind. Of late, his dubbing a rosogolla
to be akhadya (inedible) may have shocked
some people.

Apart from outspokenness, wit and
humour were his other strong points by which
he took pot shots at leaders of other political
outfits as well as the leader of the party he
belonged to. Strangely enough, Mukherjee
retained cordial relations with almost every-
one on the other side of the political divide
and those within his own party dashing efforts
of those who carried tales.
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RACIAL DISTINCTIONS IN CRIMINAL
PROCEDURE
To The Editor Of The Statesman

SIR, - I have followed with interest the
accounts of the discussion in the Legislative
Assembly on the above question and congrat-
ulate Government on wisely referring the mat-
ter to a committee instead of taking the vote of
the Assembly. For the consideration of the
members who are to take this matter in hand,
might I suggest that the law so far as it relates
to the European may be allowed to remain as
it is at present. The Indian on the other hand
should be allowed the same privilege as the
European, and should he object to being tried
by an European his case should be transferred
to the file on an Indian magistrate. To the
Domiciled European or Anglo-Indian who
does not come within the definition of “an
European British subject” a similar privilege
should be extended in the matter of deciding
for himself whether his trial should be before
an European or Indian magistrate.

W. DAVEY.

Dinapore.

TO REBUILD THE FRENCH WAR ZONE
To The Editor Of The Statesman

SIR, - I have the honour to inform you
that I have received a cablegram from Paris
advising that the French Government are
issuing Fcs. 3,000,000,000, worth of bonds of
the “Credit National pour faciliter la Repara-
tion des Dommages causes par la Guerre” at
the price of Fcs. 498.50 per Fcs. 500 Bond.
The bonds will carry interest at the rate of 6
per cent and there will be four yearly draw-
ings with premiums, free of Income Tax in
France. They will be reimbursable at the latest
in 1936 at the price of Fcs. 500. The Comptoir
National d’Escompte de Paris, Bombay, will
be pleased to transmit any orders for the pur-
chase of these Bonds. We shall be obliged if
you will kindly announce the issue of these
new bonds in your esteemed journal both for
the information of intending investors and
to facilitate the object for which the loan is
called.

J. RABINO.

Manager, Comptoir National, Bombay.

EMPLOYMENT FOR MIDDLE-CLASS MEN
To The Editor Of The Statesman

SIR, - For many years now the Calcutta
University has been issuing literature show-
ing that if a number of educated men would
get together in a suitable locality to carry on

SOLUTION FOR ACROSS code (5) 5 Burglars initially lie about fire (5) 1 iadustri f the rieht kind. and culd
07 NOVEMBER 1 Books from dump missing covers 23 Predecessors hog markets for 6 Anger about commotion outside small industries of the right kind, and culti
and devoured by rodents (7) Spooner (9) _ hotel's American bar (9) vate small holdings cooperatively, joining that
= 5 Arab revolutionary claims it's 25 Enticed unfit to embrace exercise 7 Some knit a scarf, having spun with educational work, which would com-
ANME ditFicult to oet 'og(7) bug (9) material (5) bi h ] lindeed. th ioh
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est conditions, and that such a colony might
rapidly develop into an important education
centre. A sub-committee has been formed of
the Bengal Cooperative Organisation Society
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Ezzzaa Economy
may grow by

10%inFY22:

IREDA profit: Indian
Renewable Energy Devel-
opment Agency (IREDA)
has posted the highest-
ever profit during the
first half of this fiscal
year, claimed the ministry
of new and renewable
energy. "The profit after
tax of IREDA was highest-
ever at Rs 299 crore in
the first half of this year.
Similarly the total income
from operation also
increased to Rs 1,386.97
crore against Rs 1,284.94
crore," said a senior offi-
cer of the ministry here
on Saturday. He said the
company's net worth has
also increased to Rs
333.19 crore, up by 22 per
cent. The company sanc-
tioned Rs 5,925 crore loan
during the period, which is
an increase of 405 per

cent. SNS

SBI initiative: State Bank
of India (SBI) initiated mul-
tiple CSR activities in New
Delhi and NCR. Dinesh
Khara, chairman, SBI, pre-
sented a cheque of Rs 2
crore to Manoj Pant, sec-
retary of National Founda-
tion for Communal Harmo-
ny (NFCH) in the presence
of Amitava Chatterjee,
CGM Delhi Circle and S C
Joinwal, CGM GBU. The
officials of SBI also hand-
ed over keys of an ambu-
lance to Gaurav Singh,
regional head and addi-
tional CEO of Haryana
State CSR Trust, at the
SBI's local head office

(LHO) in New Delhi. SNS

HDFC Bank: HDFC Bank, in
a Press statement issued
on Saturday, announced
its integration with the
Government of India's
National Agriculture Mar-
ket (e-NAM) to enable digi-
tal collections and settle-
ment of funds to various
e-NAM beneficiaries.  sns

Star Cement: Star Cement
has announced the win-
hers of their consumer
connect initiative "Kismat
Ki Bori" from north Bengal.
The campaign that start-
ed in the month of Octo-
ber in various locations of
north Bengal had enabled
every customer to try
their luck and win big, said
a Press release issued by
the company. SNS

POWERGRID POSTS PROFIT AFTER TAX (PAT) OF Rs
3,576 CRORE FOR Q2FY22
TOTAL INCOME RISES BY 7% TO Rs 10,515 CR

Power Grid Corporation of
India Limited (POWERGRID),
a ‘Maharatna’ Company
under Ministry of Power,
Gol, has announced unau-
dited financial results for
Q2FY22 ending 30th Sep-
tember 2021.

The company has report-
ed PAT of Rs 3,376.38 crore
and Total Income of Rs

Acuite

Benigninflation to delay rate normalisation

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The continued benign infla-
tionary trajectory in Q3 of
financial year 2021-22 has
increased the likelihood of
further postponement of inter-
est rate normalisation, said
Acuite Ratings & Research
today.

The assessment comes
after India's October retail
inflation inched up sequen-
tially on the back of amarginal
rise in food prices along with
high fuel and commodity
prices. Accordingly, data fur-
nished by the National Sta-
tistical Office showed that
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
inched up to 4.48 per centlast
month from 4.35 per cent in
September 2021.

However, onyear-on-year
basis, therise in last month's
retail inflation was slower
than the 7.61 per cent rise
recorded for October 2020.

"From India's monetary
policy perspective, taking
comfort from the current
moderation in CPI inflation,
the RBI in its last MPC meet-
ing continued to advocate
the need for nurturing the
nascent growth recovery there-
by maintaining its accom-
modative stance," the agency
said.

"However, the central bank
did make an attempt to nudge
short term money market
rates in upward direction by
calibrating the liquidity sur-
plus through the expansion of
the scope of “VRRR” auctions
along with discontinuation
of “G-SAP” operations."

Besides, the ratings agency
said that this might be a pre-
cursor to interest rate nor-
malisation that can happen
by December 2021.

"However, given RBI's
approach of “gradualism” and
continuation of benign infla-
tionary trajectoryin Q3 FY’'22
the likelihood of the post-
ponement onto next quarter
is on the rise."

On India's industrial out-

10,514.74 crore on consoli-
dated basisregisteringaYoY
growth 0f9% and 7% respec-
tively. On standalone basis,
the Company has posted
PAT and Total Income of Rs
3,338.27 crore and Rs
10,472.00 crore respectively
registeringaYoY growth of 7%
and 6% respectively during
Q2FY22.

GM/ER INSPECTED THE PROGRESS OF KNG - NDAE
& KNG - NDF BG LINE PROJECT

Shri Arun Arora, General Man-
ager, Eastern Railway inspect-
ed a newly constructed Rail-
way bridge over river Bhagi-
rathi on Krishnanagar -
Nabadwip Dham new BG line
project in presence of Shri
Jagannath Sarkar, Hon'ble MP.

OnNovember (09,2021 ShriArun
Arora inspected the progress
of Krishnanagar - Nabadwip
Dham & Krishnanagar - Nabad-
wip Ghat new Broad Gauge
line/gauge conversion proj-
ects. Healsoinspected Amgha-
ta & Nabadwip Ghat Railway
stations on Krishnanagar -
Nabadwip Ghat section and
inspected a newly construct-
ed Railway bridge over Krish-
nanagar - Nabadwip Dhamnew
BG line project which is now
under progress and directed all
concerned to expedite all
important projects in a time
bound manner to facilitate
intending pilgrims & tourists.

PFC & PFCCL OBSERVE VIGILANCE

AWARENESS WEEK

2021 Power Finance Corporation (PFC), its subsidiary
PFCCL and regional offices observed VigilanceAwareness
Week 2021 w.e.f.26.10.2021t0 01.11.2021 on the theme ‘Inde-
pendent India @75:Self Reliance with Integrity’. Beginning
with Integrity Pledge, various awareness activities were car-
ried out during the week. As new initiative, Vigilance Cor-
neris created on the website of PFC and PFCCL for outreach
to the general public as well as other stakeholders.

Chairman & CEO, Railway Board visits

Western Railway HQ

eral Manager of Western Railway, Principal Head of the
Departments and DRM of Mumbai Central Division.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Shri Suneet Sharma - Chair-
man & CEO, Railway Board
recently visited Western
Railway Headquarters at
Churchgate, Mumbai. He
chaired the review meeting
with Shri AlokKansal - Gen-

Factors that remain in
favour of India's
growth recovery
include, near complete
removal of lockdown
restrictions, strong
pick-up in the pace of
vaccinations, robust
export growth with
outbound shipments
clocking a growth of
55.1 per cent in April-
October 2021 and
healthy run of Central
government capital
expenditure

put growth easing to 3.1 per
cent in September, on a
sequential basis, the agency
blamed the recent surge in
global commodity prices
along with supply chain dis-
ruptions primaryled by glob-
al semiconductor chip short-
ages and with the recent ener-
gy crisis. The rise in Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)
for September eased to 3.1 per
cent from 12.03 per cent in
August 2021.

However, on a year-on-
year basis, the September out
up showed an accelerating
trend from a growth of just 1
per centreported for the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious fiscal.

"We continue to maintain
our FY’22 GDP forecast at 10
per cent. Factors that remain
in favour of India's growth
recovery include, near com-
plete removal of lockdown
restrictions, strong pick-up
in the pace of vaccinations,
robust export growth with
outbound shipments clock-
ing a growth of 55.1 per cent
in April-October 2021 and
healthy run of Central gov-
ernment capital expenditure.”

"Additionally, accom-
modative policy backdrop
will continue to provide sup-
port to India's growth trajec-
tory," the rating agency stat-
ed.

There is a significant jump in travel demand and we are very
excited about the demand recovery.

AJAY SINGH

CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR, SPICEJET

buts*iness

Semloonduotor shortage hits Oct PV sales

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Challenges pertaining to elec-
tronic components' avail-
ability, coupled with high
operating and ownership
costsdue torising commod-
ity prices dragged passenger
vehicles' sales lower on a
year-on-year basis in October.

Accordingly, the sales of
passenger vehicles fell to
2,26,353 units in October as
compared to 3,10,694 units
sold during the corresponding
month of the previous year.

On a sequential basis,
October's PV sales were high-
er than September's level of
1,60,070 units.

The datafurnished by the
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) does
notinclude sales figures from
some key players such as Tata
Motors.

The PV sales data com-
prises cars, utility vehicles
and vans.

Segment-wise, a total of
1,03,829 passenger cars were
sold in the domestic market
in October, down from 1,82,692
units sold in the like period
of 2020.

The sales of other sub-
categories such as utility vehi-
cles (UV) and vans also degrew

onayear-on-year basis. As per
the data, UV sales fell to
1,12,112 unitsfrom 1,14,390
units, while the off-take of vans
declined to 10,412 units from
13,612 units in the year-ago
period.

As regards two-wheelers,
sales were lower in October
2021 at15,41,621 units com-
pared with 20,53,814 units sold
in the same month of the
last year.

The overall domestic auto-
mobile sectors' off-take rep-
resenting the sales of pas-
senger vehicles, two-wheel-
ers, three-wheelers and
quadricycle fell to 17,99,750
units from 23,91,192 units
sold during the same period

Hero Q2 profit falls
227:to748 crore

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Two-wheeler marketleader
Hero MotoCorp today report-
ed a 22 per cent decline in
consolidated net profit to Rs
747.79 crore in the second
quarter ended on 30 Sep-
tember 2021, impacted by
lower sales.

The company, which post-
ed a consolidated net prof-
it of Rs 963.82 crore in the
same period last fiscal, said
itselectric vehicle projectis
in advanced stages and is
gearing up to launch the
first product by March
2022.

Consolidated revenue
from operations was at Rs
8,538.85 crore as against Rs
9,473.32 crorein the year-ago
quarter, Hero MotoCorp said
in a regulatory filing.

The companysold 14.38
lakh units of motorcycles
and scooters in Q2 FY'22,
down 21 per cent from 18.22
lakh units sold in the same
period last fiscal.

Total expenses stood atRs
7,640.71 crore in the second
quarter of this fiscal, down
from Rs 8,359.23 crorein the
corresponding period ayear
ago.

Cost of materials con-
sumed were also lower at Rs
6,091.07 crore as against Rs
6,692.38 crore in the year-ago
period.

Commenting on the quar-
terly performance, Hero
MotoCorp chief financial
officer Niranjan Guptasaid:

"Commodity prices, which
have been impacting the
industry margins so far, are
showing some signs of soft-
ening as we move from here.
Through accelerated Leap-
II'savings programme, over-
heads management, and
judicious price increases,
we have been able to improve
our margins sequentially
and expect further recovery
moving forward."

On the outlook, he said
Hero MotoCorp expects a
build-up in demand over
the coming quarters as the
economy continues to show
recovery and improvement.

"Positive economic signs,
encouraging farm activities
and increased need for per-
sonal mobility is likely to
restart the momentum in the
two-wheeler industry and we
expect positive sentiments
both in the rural and semi-
urban markets," Gupta
added.

Stating that its electric
vehicle (EV) projectisin the
advanced stages, the com-
pany said it is gearing up to
launch the EV by March
2022.

AADHAR HOUSING FINANCE & UCO BANK ENTER
INTO CO-LENDING PARTNERSHIP

Fnb-

UCo Bar

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd. & UCO Bank
have entered into a strategic co-lending
agreement to offer Home Loans at compet-
itive interest rates. Speaking on the occasion,
Shri. Atul Kumar Goel, MD & CEO, UCO Bank

J————

said, “Home Loan Penetration in India at around
10% is one of the lowest globally. Pandemic
induced demographic changes, initiatives taken
by Central and State Governments such as
PMAY, reduction in GST on affordable Hous-
ing and stamp duty cuts etc. are expected to
give a fillip to affordable Housing especial-
ly in Tier-2 and smaller centres. With Aad-
har Housing Finance’s network of more than
300 Branches covering 12,000+ locations, UCO
Bank, through this strategic partnership,

aims at achieving Co-Lending Model’s objec-

groups.”

tive of improving flow of Credit to unserved
and underserved sectors of economy by
providing affordable Home Loans to eco-
nomically weaker, Low and Middle Income

NTPC IN PACT WITH INDIAN OIL FOR COLLABORATION

ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

NTPC Ltd. and Indian Oil signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to collaborate in the field of
renewable energy and mutually
explore opportunities for supply
of low carbon/RE RTC captive
power. The MoU was sighed today
at New Delhi in the presence of
Shri Gurdeep Singh, CMD-NTPC,
Shri Shrikant Madhav Vaidya, Chair-
man Indian Oil and Shri C K Mondol,
Director (Commercial), NTPC, Shri
SSV Ramkumar Director R&D and
P&BD Indian Oil. The signatories of
the MoU were Ms. Sangeeta
Kaushik, Chief General Manager
(BD) NTPC and Shri V K Raizada, Executive Director (M&I) Indian Oil. This is a first-of-its-kind novel
initiative by two leading national energy majors of India, to support the country’s commitment
to achieve renewable energy targets & reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

HON'BLE UNION MINISTER METRO RAILWAY KOLKATA
OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY NOW ALL COMMUTERS

TO INAUGURATE IITF; A CAN AVAIL REGULAR
SPOTLIGHT ON THEME: METRO SERVICES ON
‘AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT WEEKENDS

For the convenience of the Metro
Railway commuters, Metro will run
272 daily services (136 UP & 136 DN)
instead of 266 services from Mon-
day to Friday from 07:00 hrs. to 22:30
hrs. w.e.f. 15.11. 2021 (Monday) .
Metro is going to run 06 addition-
al daily services on weekdays. Out
of these 272 services, 173 servic-
es (86 UP & 87 DN) will run in
between Kavi Subhash and Dak-
shineshwar instead of 167 servic-
es (83 UP & 84 DN). During morn-

This year, India Inter-
national Trade Fair 2021
will be inaugurated by
the Hon’ble Minister of
Commerce & Industry,
Government of India
on November 14, 2021
at Pragati Maidan, New
Delhi. The 40th edi-
tion of IITE a magnum
of India Trade Promo-
tion Organization(ITPO)
represents India in total-

opportunities. This year,
the fair assumes a spe-
cial significance as it
coincides with cele-
brations of ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav ‘- 75
years of India’s Inde-
pendence. The fair is
being organised includ-
ing at the New Exhibi-
tion Complex at Pra-
gati Maidan. Biharis the
Partner State, while

ity as an ideal destina-  Uttar Pradesh and Jhark- ingand evening peak hours, Metro
tion fornumerousbusi- hand are the Focus will run services at an interval of 5
ness and investment States. minutes.

EE B4 T T

SpiceJet loss
narrows to
3562 crore

MUMBAI, 13 NOVEMBER

Airline major SpiceJet's Q2
FY’22 standalone netloss nar-
rowed to Rs 561.7 crore on a
sequential basis.

The airline had reported anet
loss of Rs 729 crore in the first
quarter of financial year 2021-
22.

However, on ayear-on-year
basis the netlosswidened. The
airline had reported a net loss
of Rs 112.59 crore during the sec-
ond quarter of financial year
2020-21.

"We have made excellent
progress in our recovery and I
expect this trend to continue for-
ward in the coming quarters.
With the nationwide vaccina-
tion drive growing at an unprece-
dented pace across geogra-
phies, there is a significant
jump in travel demand and we
are very excited about the
demand recovery," said Ajay
Singh, chairman and managing
director, SpiceJet.

"The settlement with key
lessors, the return of the 737 MAX
in the current quarter (Q3),
transfer of the logistics business
and some very significant
announcementslined up soon
are all positive tailwinds that
should have a significantimpact
onourlongterm plans," he said.

According to Singh, the return
ofthe 737 MAX comes atatime
when passenger trafficis pick-
ingup and the governmenthas
allowed airlines to operate at full
capacity.

"Welook forward to induct-
ing additional capacity in the
form of our 737 MAX aircraft,”
Singh said. IANS

NHPC CELEBRATES 47TH RAISING DAY

oflastyear. However, the data
showed ayear-on-yearrisein
exports. The overall exports,
including PVs, two and three-
wheelers and quadricycle,
rose to 456,698 units from
454,637 units during the same
period of last year.

"Manufacturers were bank-
ing on the festive season to
recover from the severe drop
insales they have faced in the
early part of financial year
2021-22," said Rajesh Menon,
director-general, SIAM.

"However, shortage of
semiconductors and steep
hike in raw material cost
have been a major spoil-
sportfor the industry," Menon
added.

RIL activates |
chatbottoassist
Investors

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Reliance Industries Limit-
ed (RIL) has re-activated
WhatsApp chatbot to assist
investors for the second
and final call on its partly
paid shares.

The smart WhatsApp
chatbot toaddressinvestor
queries on the second and
final call has been activat-
ed. The Al-enabled easy-to-
use chatbotis developed by
Jio's group company Hap-
tikand was previously used
atthe time of rightsissuein
May 2020, and the first call
in May 2021.

Reliance had made a
rights issue of 42.26 crore
equity shares at Rs 1,257
each. The final call of 50 per
cent of the amount ~ Rs
628.50 per share ~ has now
become due.

10 November 2021 was
the record date to decide
holders of the Reliance
partly paid-up shares, who
need to pay the second and
final call.

Onpaymentof the sec-
ond and final call amount,
the partly paid-up shares
will transition into fully
paid-up shares of Reliance
Industries, which are trad-
ed under symbol RELIANCE
on both NSE and BSE.

The second and final
call can be paid through fol-
lowing modes: online

Shri R.K. Singh, Hon'ble Union Minister of Power and New &
Renewable Energy, Government of India, Shri S.K.G Rahate, Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry of Power and Shri A.K. Singh, CMD,
NHPC lighting traditional lamp at 47thRaising Day of NHPC on
7th November 2021 at NHPC Corporate Office, Faridabad. Also
present on the occasion, Smt. Sheila Singh, wife of Shri R.K.
Singh, Hon'ble Union Minister of Power and New & Renewable
Energy, Government of India, and Smt. Sudha Singh, President,

NHPC ladies welfare association.

BHAKRA BEAS
MANGEMENT BOARD

BBMB organized a Blood
Donation Camp todayi.e. on
09.11.2021 at BBMB Rest
House, Sector 35-B, Chandi-
garh in association with the
team from Department of
Transfusion Medicine, PG.1.,
Chandigarh to commemo-
rate the death anniversary of
Ex-Chairman, BBMB Late
Maj. Gen. B.N.Kumar and to
cater the acute shortage of
Blood due to outbreak of
COVID-19 and Dengue. The
camp was inaugurated by Er.
Sanjay Srivastava, Chairman
BBMB.

ASBA, physical ASBA, 3-in-
1 account, R-WAP facility
(enabled for Net-banking,
UPI, NEFT and RTGS pay-
ments) and payments
through cheque/demand
draft.

The payment can be
made from 15 to 29 Novem-
ber (both days inclusive).

The credit of the fully
paid-up equity shares on
payment of the second
and final call is expected to
take place within two
weeks from the last date
for payment mentioned in
the final call noticei.e. with-
in2 weeks from 29 Novem-
ber 2021.

Reliance'srightsissue at
a total size of Rs 53,125
crore was the largest ever
rights issue in India. This
was theworld's largestrights
issue by a non-financial
company in the last 10
years. The existing share-
holders of Reliance Indus-
tries were offered new
shares of the company in
1:15 ratio.

BHAKRA BEAS
MANGEMENT BOARD

BBMB organized a Blood
Donation Camp todayi.e. on
09.11.2021 at BBMB Rest
House, Sector 35-B, Chandi-
garh in association with the
team from Department of
Transfusion Medicine, PG.I.,
Chandigarh to commemo-
rate the death anniversary
of Ex-Chairman, BBMB Late
Maj. Gen. B.N.Kumar and to
cater the acute shortage of
Blood due to outbreak of
COVID-19 and Dengue. The
camp was inaugurated by Er.
Sanjay Srivastava, Chair-
man BBMB.

PFC has been conferred with the
highest "Maharatna" Status for a
CPSE by Govt. of India

32% increase in Standalone Profit After Tax from Q2’21- PAT
at Rs. 2,759 cr. for Q2’22.vs.Rs.2,085 cr. for Q2’21

Interim Dividend of Rs 2.50 per share declared in Q2’22.
Thus, so far PFC has given an interim dividend of Rs.4.75 per
share i.e.47.5% Healthy CRAR quarter on quarter. CRAR as
on 30.09.2021is 21.76% with Tier I capital of 18.42% and Tier
II capital of 3.34% The Net NPA levels have dropped below
2%.The net NPAratioason 30.09.2021 is 1.92%, which is the
lowestin last 5years. 19% increase in consolidated Net worth
fromH1’21 - Networth atRs. 90,311 cr.forH1’22 vs.Rs.75,596
cr.for H1’21 22% increase in consolidated Profit After Tax from
H1’21- PAT atRs. 9,578 cr. for H1'22 vs. Rs.7, 847 cr.in H1'21
18% increase in Net Interest Income from H1’21-Net Inter-
est Income at Rs. 15,069 cr. for H1'22 vs. Rs.12, 782 in H1'21
Reductionin consolidated net NPA ratio from 2.60%in H1'21
to 1.72% in H1'22 due to resolution of stressed assets.

Atomy India eyes larger market share with Korean Absolute Quality
Products; plans to set up manufacturing units in india by 2025

On the occasion of the First
Anniversary celebrations, Atomy
India- Indian arm of Global Direct
Selling leader Atomy from South
Korea-today announced that the
company plans to set up manu-
facturing units in India by 2025 and
will empower the nation by
strengthening the vision of Make
In India for the world. Dr.SeikhIm-
tiazAli (Abraham Lee), Managing
Director, Atomy India said, “Since
India is known to have ancient
secret of Ayurvedic Products and
it is recognised worldwide. With
Atomy’s ‘Global Sourcing Global
Sales’ GSGS market strategy, we plan
to export Ayurvedic Indian prod-
ucts to different parts of the world”
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Naveenlaysfoundation

for Cancer Hospital

Dedicates 71 transformedschools, distributes SHCS'

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SAMBALPUR , 13 NOVEMBER

hief minister Naveen

Patnaik reached out

topeople of Bargarh

district at Bijepur on
Saturday with a slew of pro-
jects and to distribute the
Smart Health Cards.

Priorto his visit, the police
resorted to preventive arrest
of several BJPleaders while the
Congress activists where also
picked up and at one place
roughed up allegedly by sup-
porters of the BJD.

Apart from launching the
distribution of the SHC in
Bargarh district, the CM laid
foundation stone for the much
awaited Cancer Hospital. He

Forest officials
seize Ganges
stingray

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KENDRAPARA, 13 NOVEMBER:
Forest officials seized two
endangered Ganges stingray
(Himantura fluviatilis) from the
fishingmarket at Garjanapur
within the Bhitarkanika
National Park of Kendrapara

Two fishermen on the
charges of poaching
the marine species

district on Saturday and arrest-
ed two fishermen on the
charges of poaching the
marine species .

Ganges stingray is a species
of Stingray having its width
maximum anterior to eyes;
snout acutely pointed and is
classified as endangered.

said the mega — Gangadhar
Meher Lift irrigation project
will be commissioned by 2023.

Bargarh districtis therice
bowl of the state, itis the land
of Maa Laxmi, he said.

The chief minister also
laid the foundation stone for

different other projects at an
estimated cost of Rs. 300 crore.

For beautification of Nrus-
inghanath Temple under
Padmapur sub division, the
state governmentallotted Rs.
40 crore, arope way for Nrus-
inghanath and Harishankar is

also under proposal to boost
tourism, the CM said.

He dedicated 71 trans-
formed smarthigh schools at
Bijepur.

Several Ministers like Naba
Das, Susant Singh were pre-
sent.

The

Statesman
NEW DELHI. 14 NOVEMBER 2021

BJD draws a line between state and central BJP
Attacks ‘'state BJP' |eader5hipWithOUt ruffling national party leaders

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 13 NOVEMBER:

The reaction of the ruling
BJD to the sustained month-
long Opposition tirade over the
Mamita Meher murder issue
hasinterestingly been one of
singling out the ‘state BJP’ while
taking care not to ruffle the cen-
tral leadership of the saffron
party.

The BJD has also alleged
that the ‘ state BJP’ has been
supporting and financing the
Congress to further the Justice
for Mamita protests.

BJD national spokesperson
and MP Sasmit Patra’s state-
ments over the last two days
has repeatedly referred to
‘state BJP’ and its alleged tie-
up with the Congress draw-
ing almost as though the BJP
atthe centrallevelis different
from the state unit.

Till date, the unwritten

and unstated of the BJD has
been to attack the state unit
of the BJP without uttering any-
thing against the central lead-
ership.

The word in the B]JD circles
hasbeen that they are allowed
to criticize the state BJP unit
and perhaps even the central
government , but not any
central BJPleader or the cen-
tral BJP leadership. BJD nation-
al spokespersons were instruct-
ed accordingly and at times
even asked to stay away from
TV debates on certain con-
tentious national issues.

The fact that many of the
high profile BJP leaders who
are active on Twitter like
national vice president Bai-
jayant Panda, national
spokesperson Aparajita Saran-
gi, MP have stayed away from
the agitation. Leaders like
Suresh Pujari, Pratap Saran-
gi, Juel Oram ( all MPs) have

Mamita murder: Police aware of ‘sexual exploitation’ in
hostel but is not probing it: Bijoy Mahapatra

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 13 NOVEMBER:

Senior politician and former
minister Bijoy Mahapatra
picked holes in the ongoing
police investigation to the
sensational Mamita Meher
murder case by noting that
the case diary speaks of sex-
ual exploitation of girls and
women staff at the hostel and
this angle has not been
probed as yet.

Quoting the police report
to media persons here,
Mahapatra said as per police
report Mamita was staying
in the hostel and was aware
of the happenings which
she threatened to expose. It
was due to this threat that

the main accused Govinda
Sahu murdered her.

The point is that the
police is aware of the sexu-
al exploitation, it mentions
about staff and students
being exploited , but it has
not tried to find out who all
were involved in it, said
Mahapatra.

“ Mamita paid with her
life for threatening the
expose , we demand that the
police investigate and expose
those who were visiting the
hostel and were being enter-
tained by Sahu” said Maha-
patra.

Mahapatra pointed out
that the FIR was not sent to
the courtimmediately as is
mandated by law, instead,

itwas sent after three days.
(The DIG Deepak Kumar
promptly held a press con-
ference to deny the charge
of delay in submission of FIR
to the court saying it was dis-
patched on 13 October but
due to public holidays the
court got it on 16 October.
Importantly, the DIG
did not comment on the
major point of ‘sexual
exploitation ‘of students
and women staff as men-
tioned in the report. The DIG
asserted that investigations
are going on in the most sci-
entific and professional
manner. )
Congress leader Bhakta
Charan Das today iterated
the demand for an HC mon-

itored SIT probe into the
case.

Das said the police needs
to obtain the telephone call
records of Minister Dibya
Shankar Mishra, his driver
and two other close asso-
ciates as well as that of
arrested accused Govinda
Sahu and deceased Mami-
ta Meher.

The Congress leader said
the tour diary/records of
the Minister from 18 Sep-
tember to 25 September
needs to be made public as
the charge is that it was
during this period that he
had tried to effect a com-
promise at Raipur.

Das questioned Minister
Mishra’s silence for almost

15 days when the entire
state was outraged over the
murder that had occurred
in his home constituency.

The ruling BJD was quick
to counter Das by showing
photographs of the Con-
gress leader with the accused
Govinda Sahu and his vis-
its to the college on sever-
al occasions.

Itis well known that Das
was close to Sahu and the
son of the Congress leader
was a member of the trust
board of the college, said BJD
spokesperson Sasmit Patra
on Saturday.

Bhakta Das admitted that
he had visited the institu-
tion and even provided
funds from the MPLAD .

Unseasonal rain worry for Odisha farmers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 13 NOVEMBER:

Farmers across the state are
encountering the grim prospect
ofkharif crop loss with unsea-
sonal rain in winter months
posinganimminent threat to
the annual yield.

Heavy rain continues to
lash several parts of the state.
The IMD said a fresh low pres-
sure is likely to form over
south Andaman sea and its
neighbourhood by Saturday
and is likely to move west-
north-westwards and become
more marked during the sub-
sequent48 hours. Heavyrain
is likely to drench the State,
which does not augur well
for the kharif growers.

It has been a mixture of
opposites on farmers. The
state had recorded the high-
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estmonsoon rainfall deficitin
over two decades in the cur-
rent year with a deficiency of
29 percent than the average
rainfall in September.

The transplantation of
seedlings hasbeen affected due
to erraticmonsoon rain. How-

ever things had improved to
acertain degree as periodiclow
pressure induced rain lashed
in September and October, sav-
ing the crop loss.
Theunseasonal burst of rain
in November has begun to pose
afresh threat of massive crop

loss. The harvesting of the
kharif crop has already begun
in western parts of the state
while the standing crop is
ready for harvestin the remain-
ing regions.

Thusrainfall ata time when
harvesting season has begun

may have its adverse conse-
quence on the annual yield,
said agriculture department
officials.

Meanwhile the IMD author-
ities said light to moderate rain
or thundershower is likely to
occurin 10districts of Odisha
on Saturday. The Ganjam,
Nayagarh, Kandhamal, Boudh,
Gajapati, Kalahandi, Puri,
Khurda (including
Bhubaneswar), Cuttack
(including Cuttack city), and
Keonjharwill be drenched by
unseasonal rain as per the
weather bulletin.

The forecast has made
farmers, who have already
suffered crop loss due to rain
deficit in August-September,
a worried lot.

The agriculture depart-
ment has asked the peasants
inwestern districts to shift their

harvested paddyto safer places.
As the downpour will lead to
the water-logging in crop
fields, the authorities have
also asked the farmers to do
the needful for clearing the
water-logging.

The unseasonal rain may
alsolead to the outbreak of pest
attack on standing crops and
vegetable plants. Once the
dryweather prevails, farmers
must take measures to arrest
the pestattack. The infestation
of the brown plant hopper
(BPH) pest usually occurs
after unseasonal rain, said
officials.The district agricul-
ture offices in the 30 districts
will take stock of the situation
at the ground level after dry
weather prevails, said a senior
official of the agriculture and
farmers’' empowerment depart-
ment.

also not taken part in any of
the street protests, dharna’s or
bandh on the Mamita murder
issue has, in away, helped the
BJD is drawing a distinction
between the ‘state’ and ‘nation-
al’ BJP.

Significantly, the BJD has
also charged that the state BJP
and the Congress have an
understanding and since the
Congressis cash-starved, the
state BJP is extendinghelp to
carry on with the agitation on
the Mamita Meher murder
issue.

The Congress was quick to
hit back saying every parlia-
mentarian knows for sure
how the BJD is closer to the
BJP than any of the existing
NDA partners. The BJD never
utters a whisper of protest
against any bill or anti-peo-
ple issue in parliament .

People of Odisha are aware
of it. The BJD gifted a Rajya

Sabha seat to the BJP and
AshwiniVaishnaw was elect-
ed on a BJP ticket to become
the railway minister. Thiswas
after justone phone call from
PM Narendra Modi to CM
Naveen Patnaik, charged the
Congress.

Congress joininghand with
the BJP is laughable, said
Congress spokesperson
Ganeswar Behera while adding
that the BJD is making such
wild baseless allegations to try
and shrug off the deeply
entrenched perception among
people that the BJD is an ally
of the BJP.

He went on to note that
there are reports that a few
months ago when a BJD del-
egation met Union Minister
Amit Shah, one of the BJD MP’s
had pleaded saying we are
doing all that you say but
your state unitis abusing our
CM every day.

Marginal dip in Covid-19 cases in Odisha

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 13 NOVEMBER:

The COVID-19 casesin Odisha
decreased marginally by six
percent in the last 24 hours as
247 freshinfections were detect-
ed from 20 districts.

Two fresh fatalities took the
deathtollto 8,375while theTest
Positivity Rate (TPR) at 0.40
percent continued to remain
below 1 percent for almost a

month. Odisharegistered more
COVID-19recoveries thannew
cases as 339 peoplerecuperat-
ed from the disease as against
247 fresh cases. This is for the
10th successive day that the state’s
recoveries have surpassed the
daily tally. Of the new cases, 37
were children. Khordha dis-
trict which includes state cap-
ital Bhubaneswarreported the
highest number of daily cases
at115.
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cITY MAX(°C) MIN(°C)
SINGAPORE 30 26 H
HONG KONG 25 22 S
TOKYO 17 08 S
LONDON 13 08 R
DUBAI 31 21 S
SAN FRANCISCO 20 11 H
NEW YORK 11 06 H
MOSCOW 02 -02 R

S=sunny, CL= clear,
H=hazy, R= rainy...
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A singer performs during a
celebration event of the
75th anniversary of the
UNESCO in Paris, France.
IANS

Man travelling to space
killed: A man who trav-
elled to space with William
Shatner last month was
killed along with another
person when the small pla-
ne they were in crashed in
a wooded area of north-
ern New Jersey, according
to state police. The one-
time space tourist Glen M.
de Vries, 49, of New York
City, and Thomas P. Fisch-
er, 54, of Hopatcong, were
aboard the single-engine
Cessna 172 that went
down Thursday. AP

4 arrested for breaking
into college: Four people
in Pakistan broke into
Islamabad Model College
on Friday, assaulted stu-
dents and harassed teach-
ers in the institution.
After the incident, the
principle Dr Faiz filed a
complaint at the Shalimar
police station. Theye were
immediately arrested and
presented before the
court. AP

US court declines
to lift stay on
vaccine mandate

WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

A federal court declined
Friday to lift its stay on the
Biden administration’s vac-
cine mandate for businesses
with 100 or more workers.
The New Orleans-based
5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals granted an emer-
gency stay last Saturday of
the requirement by the fed-
eral Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
that those workers be vac-
cinated by Jan. 4 or face mask
requirements and weekly
tests. Lawyers for the Jus-
ticeand Labor departments
filed aresponse Mondayin
which they said stopping the
mandate from taking effect
will only prolong the COVID-
19 pandemic and would
“cost dozens or even hun-
dreds of lives per day.”
But the appeals court
rejected that argument Fri-
day. Judge Kurt D. Engelhardt
wrote that the stay “is firm-
ly in the public interest.”
“From economic uncer-
tainty to workplace strife, the
mere specter of the Mandate
has contributed to untold
economic upheaval in recent
months,” Engelhardt wrote.
Atleast 27 states have filed
legal challenges in at least
six federal appeals courts
after OSHA released itsrules
on Nov. 4. The federal gov-
ernment said inits court fil-
ings Monday that the cases
should be consolidated and
that one of the circuit courts
where alegal challenge has
been filed should be cho-
sen at random on Nov. 16
to hear it.

The Statesman
NEW DELHI, 14 NOVEMBER 2021

The booster vaccinations are a real chance to break the severe fall
and winter wave of the pandemic...

GERMAN CHANCELLOR ANGELA MERKEL
CALLING ON ALL TO GET SHOTS TO AVOID A BAD VIRUS WINTER
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Judgedissolves Spears’ conservatorship

BritheySpearsisfree,aLosAngelesjudge ended the conservatorship thathascontrolled the popsinger'slifeand moneyfornearly14years

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LOS ANGELES, 13 NOVEMBER

ritney Spears is free.

ALosAngelesjudge on

Friday ended the con-

servatorship that has
controlled the pop singer’s
life and money for nearly 14
years.

The decision capped a
stunning odyssey that saw
Spears publicly demand the
end of the conservatorship, hire
her own attorney, have her
father removed from power
and finally win the freedom
to make her own medical,
financial and personal deci-
sions for the first time since
2008.

“As of today, the conser-
vatorship of the person and
estate of Britney Jean Spears
is hereby terminated,” Judge
Brenda Penny said.

Jubilation erupted outside
the courthouse, with fans
cheering and shouting after
the decision was announced.

The crowd chanted “Britney!
Britney! Britney!” and fans
sang and danced to Spears’
song “Stronger.”

Spears promptly tweeted
about the decision: “Good
God I love my fans so much
it'’s crazy!!! I think I'm gonna
cry the rest of the day!!!! Best
dayever...praise the Lord...can
[ get an Amen???”

Spears’ attorney, Mathew
Rosengart, told fans and
reporters that the case “helped
shine alight on conservator-
ships and guardianships from
coast to coast, from Califor-
nia to New York. And that
took a tremendous amount of
insight, courage and grace.”

Thejudge’s move was wide-
ly expected, with little support
left for prolonging the legal
arrangement. No new argu-
ments were offered at the 30-
minute hearing. Spears did not
attend.

As recently as last spring,
it appeared that the conser-
vatorship could continue for

Bannon indicted on
contempt charges for
defying 1/6 subpoena

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

Steve Bannon, alongtime ally
of former President Donald
Trump, hasbeenindicted on
two counts of criminal con-
tempt of Congress after he
defied a subpoena from the
House committee investi-
gating theJan. 6 insurrection
at the U.S. Capitol.

On Friday, the Justice
Department said Bannon, 67,
was indicted on one count for
refusing to appear for a dep-
osition last month and the
other for refusing to provide
documents in response to
the committee’s subpoena. He
is expected to surrender to
authorities on Monday and will
appear in court that afternoon,
a law enforcement official
told the AP. The person was
granted anonymity to dis-
cuss the case.

The indictment comes
after a parade of Trump admin-
istration officials-including
Bannon- have defied requests
and demands from Congress
over the past five years with
little consequence, includ-
ing during Democrats’
impeachment inquiry. Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s admin-
istration also declined to
charge two of its officials who
defied congressional demands.

Attorney General Merrick
Garland said Bannon’sindict-
ment reflects the Justice
Department’s “steadfast com-
mitment” to the rule of law.
Each count carries a minimum
of 30 days of jail and as long
as a year behind bars.

Theindictmentcameasa
second expected witness, for-
mer White House Chief of
Staff Mark Meadows, defied

his own subpoena from the
committee on Friday and as
Trump has escalated hislegal
battles to withhold docu-
ments and testimony about
the insurrection.

If the House votes to hold
Meadows in contempt, that
recommendation would also
be sent to the Justice Depart-
ment for a possible indictment.

Officials in both Democ-
raticand Republican admin-
istrations have been held in
contempt by Congress, but
criminal indictments for con-
tempt are exceedingly rare. The
mostrecent notable examples
of criminal penalties for not
testifying before Congress
date to the 1970s, including
when President Richard
Nixon’s aide G. Gordon Liddy
was convicted of misdemeanor
charges for refusing to answer
questions abouthisrolein the
Watergate scandal.

Democrats who voted to
hold Bannon in contempt
praised the Justice Depart-
ment’s decision, saying the
charges reinforce the author-
ity of Congress to investigate
the executive branch and sig-
nal potential consequences for
those who refuse to cooper-
ate.“The days of defying sub-
poenas with impunity are
over,” tweeted House Intelli-
gence Committee Chairman
Adam Schiff, who sits on the
Jan. 6 panel and also led
Trump’s first impeachment

inquiry.

pears suppor

the pop singer's conservatorship at the Stanley Mosk Court-

house. » AP

years. Thenitunraveled with
surprising speed.

Key to the unraveling was
aspeech Spears made ata hear-
ing in June when she pas-
sionately described the restric-
tions and scrutiny as “abusive”
and said “I just want my life
back,” aline herlawyer repeat-
ed in court Friday. Spears
demanded that the conser-
vatorship end without any
prying evaluation ofher men-
tal state.

Legal experts at the time
said that was unlikely to hap-
pen, and would represent a
departure from common court
practice. But the judge said at
Wednesday’s hearing that Cal-
ifornialaw did notrequire her
to order further evaluation of
Spearsifno onerequested it.

The judge allowed Spears
tohire Rosengart, an attorney
ofher choice, in July. He made
it his goal first to have James
Spears removed from hisrole

as conservator of his daugh-
ter’s finances before working
to end the conservatorship
altogether. The judge sus-
pended James Spears at a
September hearing, citing the
“toxicenvironment” his pres-
ence created. But more court-
room battles could lie ahead.

Rosengart has further
vowed to pursue an investi-
gation of James Spears’ role.
He said he and his team have
found mismanagement of
Britney Spears’ finances, sug-
gesting she could pursue fur-
therlegal action. Courtrecords
puther networth atabout $60
million.

James Spears has parted
ways with the attorneys who
helped him operateit,and he
has hired Alex Weingarten, a
lawyer specializing in the kind
oflitigation thatmaybe com-
ing. In court filings last week,
Britney Spears’ former busi-
ness managers, Tri Star Sports
and Entertainment Group,
pushed back against Rosen-

gart's demands for documents
about the firm’s involvement
in the conservatorship from
2008 to 2018. The group also
denied any role in or knowl-
edge of any surveillance of the
superstar.

Jodi Montgomery, the
court-appointed conserva-
tor who oversaw the singer’s
life and medical decisions
startingin 2019, developed a
care plan with her therapists
and doctors to guide Spears
through the end of the con-
servatorship and its after-
math.

The judge kept a small
part of the conservatorship
temporarily in place to allow
the accountantwho took over
for James Spears to put the
singer’s affairsin order in the
coming months before trans-
ferring power back to her.

Britney Spears was a 26-
year-old new mother at the
height of her career when her
father established the con-
servatorship, at firston a tem-

porary basis, in February 2008
after a series of public men-
tal health struggles. It ends a
few weeks before her 40th
birthday, with her sons in
their mid-teens and her career
on indefinite hold, as she is
engaged to be married a sec-
ond time. A turning point
cameearlyin 2019, when she
canceled a planned concertres-
idency in Las Vegas.

Convinced she was putin
amental hospital againsther
will, fans began coalescing
and demanding that the court
#FreeBritney.

At first, they were dis-
missed as conspiracy theorists,
but the singer herself gave them
validation in 2020 in a series
of court filings that said they
were correct to demand greater
transparency and scrutiny of
her legal situation. Those fil-
ings proved to be the first
indication from Spears, who
had remained silent on the con-
servatorship for years, that she
would seek major changes.

With Dems’ prized bill at stake,anumbers game loomsahead

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

Like Hercules and his 121abors,
Democrats’ $1.85 trillion pack-
age of social and climate ini-
tiatives seems afflicted by a
maddening parade of hur-
dles. Looming ahead is the
Congressional Budget Office,
which could cause problems
thatwould be messy but prob-
ably surmountable.

The office, created in 1974
as Congress’ nonpartisan fis-
cal scorekeeper, isworkingon
a 10-year cost estimate of the
billand its component spend-
ingand tax proposals. The key
question politically is how
close the measure comes to
paying for itself with savings,
like President Joe Biden and
top Democrats claim it does.

After months of backbiting
and bargainingamong Democ-

BREAKING DAWN

rats, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer are
confronting the same stubborn
problem. Facing unbroken
Republican opposition,
Democrats can lose no votes
inthe Senate and just threein
the House to pass their mam-
moth bill.

That gives Sen. Joe
Manchin, D-W.Va., and his
moderate House counter-
parts significant leverage.
Amongother things, the cen-
trists want the measure’s sav-
ings-chiefly tax increases on
wealthy people, big corpora-
tions and companies doing
business abroad-to fully pay
for its family services, health
care and environment pro-
grams. Five moderates blocked
the House from voting on it
lastweek. They demanded to
firstsee CBO's official estimate

ofthebill, mainly to see if the
agency thinks it would wors-
en already huge federal deficits.
Many centrists are from dis-
tricts where accusing Democ-
rats of aggravating budget
shortfallsis easy fodder for GOP
campaign attacks.

Ina compromise with pro-
gressives, the centrists said
they'd vote for the bill if CBO
figures are “consistent” with
preliminaryWhite House esti-
mates asserting that the meas-
ure paid for itself. They prom-
ised to try resolving “discrep-
ancies” if CBO’snumbers were
worse.Pelosi, D-Calif., hopes

The sun rises through the thick fog that covers the city of Frankfurt, Germany. AP

Alzheimer’s drugcitedasUS Medicare premiumjumps

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER
Medicare's “Part B” outpatient
premium will jump by $21.60
a month in 2022, one of the
largest increases ever. Offi-
cials said Friday a new
Alzheimer’s drug is responsi-
ble for about half of that.
The increase guarantees
that health care will gobble up
a big chunk of the recently
announced Social Security
cost-of-living allowance, a
boost that had worked out to
$92 a month for the average
retired worker, intended to
help cover rising prices for
gas and food that are pinch-

ingseniors. Medicare officials
told reporters on Friday that
about half the increase is due
to contingency planning if
the program ultimately has to
cover Aduhelm, the new
$56,000-a-year medication for
Alzheimer’s disease from phar-
maceutical company Biogen.
The medication would add
to the cost of outpatient cov-
erage because it's adminis-
tered intravenously in a doc-
tor’s office and paid for under
Part B.

The issue is turning into a
case study of how one pricey
medication for a condition
afflicting millions of people can
swing the needle on govern-

ment spending and impact
household budgets. People
who don’t have Alzheimer’s
would notbe shielded from the
cost of Aduhelm, sinceit’s big
enough to affect their premi-
ums.

The new Part B premium
willbe $170.10 amonth for 2022,
officials said. The jump of
$21.60 is the biggest increase
everindollar terms, although
not percentage-wise. As recent-
ly as August, the Medicare
Trustees’ report had project-
ed asmallerincrease of $10from
the current $148.50.

“Theincreasein the PartB
premium for 2022 is contin-
ued evidence thatrising drug

costs threaten the affordabil-
ity and sustainability of the
Medicare program,” said
Medicare chief Chiquita Brooks-
LaSurein astatement. Officials
said the other half of the pre-
mium increaseis due to the nat-
ural growth of the program and
adjustments made by Congress
lastyear as the coronavirus pan-
demic hit. The late Friday
afternoon announcement-in
atime slot government agen-
cies use to drop bad news-
comes as Congress is consid-
ering Democratic legislation
backed by President Joe Biden
that would restrain what
Medicare pays for drugs. How-
ever, under the latest com-

promise, Medicare would not
be able to negotiate prices for
newly launched drugs. The
news on Medicare premiums
could reopen that debate inter-
nally among Democrats.
“Today’s announcement
...confirms the need for Con-
gress to finally give Medicare
the ability to negotiate lower
prescription drug costs,” Rep.
Frank Pallone, D-N.J., said in
astatement. “We simply can-
notwaitanylonger to provide
real relief to seniors.” Pallone
has been a proponent of the
original House version of the
legislation, which took a tougher
approach toward the phar-
maceutical industry.

to finally push the measure
through her chamber next
week. The Senate s certain to
change the bill and its work
will take longer.

The budget office has
released estimates on pieces
ofthe 2,100-page legislation.
Ithas promised overall figures
“assoon as practicable, but the
exact timing is uncertain.”

That means a complete
score on the bill may not be
ready next week. If that’s the
case, would House moderates
accept partial CBO numbers
or cost estimates from anoth-
er source? Demand fresh assur-
ances from Biden and Pelosi?
Insist on changing the bill, or
delaying it again?

That’s unclear. Concerns
about worsening inflation
may only intensify moder-
ates’ qualms. In a reassuring
report for Democrats, Congress’

Joint Committee on Taxation,
which works with CBO and
produces nonpartisan esti-
mates about taxlegislation, said
last week the measure would
raise $1.5 trillion in new rev-
enue over the nextdecade. That
alone would cover most of the
legislation’s cost.

Unlike the White House’s
early estimate, CBO’s score may
show the bill isn’t fully paid for.
It follows stricter rules for
making calculations than the
White House, which- no mat-
terwhich party holds the pres-
idency-almost always pro-
duces rosier numbers than
CBO. For example, the White
House estimated that by
increasingIRS tax enforcement,
mostly aimed at the highest
earners, by $80 billion over 10
years, the bill would raise
$480 billion in additional rev-
enue.

Polishpolice find body of young
Syriannear Belarusborder

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WARSAW, 13 NOVEMBER

Polish police said Saturday that
the body of a young Syrian
man was found in the woods
near the border with Belarus,
thelatestvictimina political
standoff at the European
Union’s eastern border.

The regime in Minsk has
for months been encourag-
ingillegal migration acrossits
borderinto the EU nations of
Poland, Lithuania and Latvia.
All three countries are rein-
forcing their frontiers, seek-
ing to block the newly opened
migration route, and the sit-
uation is growing more dan-
gerous as winter approach-
es. Police said the body was
found a day earlier near the
village of Wélka Terechows-
ka.They said the exact cause
of death could not be deter-
mined.

It brings the death toll
now to at least nine report-
ed victims in the migration
encouraged by Belarus’ long-
time President Alexander
Lukashenko.

Many of the migrants are
from Syria, Iraq, or elsewhere
in the Middle East, people
seeking to flee conflict and
hopelessness for the prospect
of better lives in Europe.

A large number are in a
makeshift camp on the Belaru-
sian side of the border in
frigid conditions. Polish
authorities report daily new
attempts by the migrants to
breach the border.

The situation showed no
signs of ending soon. Belaru-
sian state news agency Belta

Belarusian servicemen con-
trol the situation while
migrants get humanitarian
aid as they gather at the
Belarus-Poland border near
Grodno, Belarus. = Ap

reported that Lukashenko on
Saturday ordered the military
to set up tents at the border
where food and other human-
itarian aid can be gathered and
distributed to the migrants.

Poland’s Border Guards
agency on Saturday morning
said in one case, Belarusian
soldiers began destroying a
temporary border barrier
near the Polish village of
Czeremcha and used laser
beams to blind Polish secu-
rity services.

Nearby, a group of some
100 migrants was waiting to
cross the border. “Belaru-
sians equipped the foreign-
ers with tear gas, which was
used toward the Polish serv-
ices,” the Border Guards said,
saying the Poles stopped the
attempts to cross.

Many of the reported inci-
dents at the border are very
hard to verify. Independent
journalists face limits to their
reporting in Belarus, and a
state of emergencyin Poland’s
border zone prevents media
from entering the area.

Communities consider ‘managed retreat’ from climate change

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ST.HELENAISLAND, S.C.,
13 NOVEMBER

Ricky Wright points to the
bank of a creek to show one
way his hometown has been
affected by climate change.
Many banks have eroded or
collapsed, and now some
favorite fishing spots that
were once on solid ground are
reachable only by boat.
Wright is part of the Gul-
lah Geechee, a group of Black
Americans who descended
from slaves and live off the
coasts of North Carolina,

epaper.thestatesman.com

South Carolina, Georgia and
Florida. The community that
has endured for centuries is
now imperiled by a combi-
nation of rising seas devour-
ing their land, higher tem-
peratures changing how they
farm and fish, and destructive
storms threatening their way
of life.

“I'would say (it’s) depress-
ingtolose placeslike that, espe-
cially if you grew up there,” said
the 65-year-old fisherman,
who noted other changes,
like the great white shark
migrating to waters off St.
Helena Island. “It’s scary.”

The risks to the Gullah
Geechee and other commu-
nities have intensified enough
to raise a startling question:
Should some populated places
simply be abandoned to
nature? One strategy gaining
tractionis so-called managed
retreat, which is the planned
relocation of vulnerable peo-
ple. “This is a huge issue. By
my reckoning, there will be 30
million people who are dis-
placed by midcentury, and
there will be mass migrations
in the United States,” said
Stephen E Eisenman, direc-
tor of strategy for the Anthro-

Water laps the bottom level of
four homes in Harbor Island,
S.C.(APFILE PHOTO)

pocene Alliance, a climate
and environmental justice
group. The biggest question
is whether the retreats are
planned and methodical or

T

unplanned and chaotic.

The issue also raises con-
cerns about economic fairness
inthislandscape thatishome
to Hilton Head Island, a pop-
ular destination for well-
heeled tourists visiting its
many resorts.

While the Gullah Geechee
are told to think about mov-
ing, the hotels stay open and
industry gets new permits,
said Harriet Festing, co-founder
ofthealliance. “So there’s alot
of distrust of government
intention and the messages
that are coming to them.”

Forms of managed retreat

=l -

have existed in the U.S. since
at least 1989, when the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency began buying prop-
erties in flood-prone areas.
Parts of Louisiana, Wisconsin
and Illinois have used planned
relocation to try to save com-
munities from flooding and ris-
ing seas.

With help from govern-
ment buyouts, some com-
munities simply move to near-
by areas that areless prone to
disaster. Others migrate to
different parts of the country
or different countries alto-
gether.

Butbuyouts aren’t the only
component. Other strategies
include restoring habitats,
replacing concrete-laden areas
with green space and using
zoninglaws to limit develop-
ment in troubled places.

Parts of Florida, California
and New York could someday
need to use the same strate-
gy. “Imagine New York City over
the next hundred years shift-
ingits density north. It could
happen,” said A.R. Siders, an
assistant professor at the Uni-
versity of Delaware’s Disaster
Research Center.

One reason why the idea

is met with resistance is
because of its name. “Managed
retreat” is too technical for
some and too defeatist for
others. Proponents are start-
ing to adopt other language,
including planned relocation
and climate migration.

But regardless of what it’s
called, more and more com-
munities have considered
some version of the idea,
especially, Siders said, in the
aftermath of major disasters
such as Hurricane Sandy.

The concept “pushesusto
do better adaptation,” she
said.
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Asthetwosideslookto dialbacktensionsafteraroughstarttotheU.S.-Chinarelationship since Biden took office

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

resident Joe Biden and
China’s XiJinping will
hold their much-antic-
ipated virtual summit
on Monday evening as the two
sideslook to dial back tensions
afterarough starttothe U.S.-
Chinarelationship since Biden
took office earlier this year.

TheWhite House is setting
low expectations for the video
call between theleaders. Biden
looks to stress that the two
nations need to set guardrails
indeepeningareas of conflict
in the increasingly complicated
relationship between the two
nations.

White House officials said
that no major announce-
ments are expected to come
from the meeting.

“I'wouldn’t set the expec-
tation ... that thisis intended
to have major deliverables or

Pollution .
wrecks havoc in
Lahore as air

quality degrades

|
R |
ISLAMABAD, 13 NOVEMBER

The people of Pakistan's
Lahore on Saturday woke up
sniffing and coughing due
to air pollution, choking the
city with smog.

The Air Quality Index of the
city was recorded as a haz-
ardous 346. On Thursday,
Lahore was also declared as
the most polluted city in the
world, Samaa TV reported
citing the Air Quality Index.

Accordingto experts, smog
is caused by air pollution
that can not only cause acci-
dents but is also harmful to
health. Rain can only recede
the smog.

Meanwhile, the deputy
commissioner of Lahore has
also formed an 'Anti-smog
Task Force' to cope up with
the matter, the team will com-
prise heads of the environ-
mental department, Water
and Sanitation Agency, Met-
ropolitan Corporation Lahore,
industries, and police, Samaa
Tvreported.

"Two special teams have
been formed to monitor cars
emitting smoke in the city,"
Lahore DC Muhammad
Usman said adding that the
government has decided to
visitall brick kilns and facto-
ries in the city using boilers
and surfaces.

On Friday, the Lahore High
Courtalsoruled thatno meas-
ures have been taken in city
by the authorities to curb
smog.

The court also slammed
bureaucrats in Pakistan and
said that they are just seating
in their offices sending reports
from there, SamaaTvreport-
ed. ANI

outcomes,” said White House
press secretary Jen Psaki, who
added that the two leaders
would discuss how to manage
the countries’ competition
and cooperate in areas where
interests align.

The meeting will be the
third engagement between
the two leaders since Febru-
ary. It comes after the U.S. and
China this week pledged at
U.N. climate talks in Glasgow,
Scotland to increase their
cooperation and speed up
action toreinin climate-dam-
aging emissions.

White House national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan and
senior Chinese foreign poli-
cy adviser Yang Jiechi came to
anagreementonholding the
Biden-Xi virtual summit by
year’send when they metlast
month for talks in Zurich but
the two sides had not settled
on a date.

The virtual meeting was

proposed after Biden, who
spentasubstantial amount of
time with Xi when the two were
vice presidents, mentioned
duringa September phone call
with the Chinese leader that
hewould like tobe able to see
Xi again, according to the
White House.

Xi has not left China dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.
White House officials pro-
posed a virtual summit as
the best available substitute
for the two leaders to have a

Major Oppalliance holdsrally
against Imran govt inKarachi

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
ISLAMABAD, 13 NOVEMBER

The alliance of major oppo-
sition parties, the Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) on Saturday is hold-
ing arally at Karachi's busy
Regal Chowk to protest the
risinginflation under Imran
Khan government.

PDM chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman (in photo) and Pak-
istanleader of the opposition
in the national assembly,
Shehbaz Sharifare also like-
lyto address therally, Samaa
TV reported.

Hundreds of workers from
the PDM parties, especially
Fazlur Rehman's Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam party, have
gathered in the rally.

Karachi traffic police have
closed at least five roads
leading to Regal Chowk and
released a traffic plan, Samaa
TV reported.

IN MOTION
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ThlS came days after PDM
announced to hold 'mehn-
gai' march across Pakistan
before going ahead with
along march towards Islam-
abad.

The PDM informed that
the rallies against the
government over rising
inflation would be held in
Karachi, Quetta, Lahore and
Peshawar.

In other recent develop-
ments, the Imran Khan gov-
ernment has announced a
hike in the price of petrol by
Pakistani Rs 8.03 per litre, a
day after the Prime Minister
also warned the nation that
fuel prices would have to
undergo an increase.

substantive conversation on
anumber of issues that have
putstrains on the U.S.-China
relationship.

“We hope the U.S. will
work together with China to
jointly strive to make the lead-
ers’ summit a success and
bring China-U.S. tiesback to
the right track of sound and
stable development,” Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said Friday.

There has been no short-

age of tension in the rela-
tionshipinrecent months as
Biden has made clear he sees
Beijing’s actions on anumber
of fronts as concerning.

The president has criti-
cized China for humanrights
abuses against ethnic minori-
ties in northwest China,
squelching pro-democracy
efforts in Hong Kong, and
resisting global pressure to
cooperate fully with investi-
gationsinto the origins of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Tensions have also been
exacerbated recently by the
Chinese military’s flying dozens
of sorties near the self-ruled
island of Taiwan, which Bei-
jing considers part of its ter-
ritory.

TheWhite House suggested
that Biden would raise his
concerns on many of those
issues during Monday’s meet-
ing. “There will be a broad
range of topics that will be dis-

cussed and the President s cer-
tainly not going to hold back
on areas where he is con-
cerned,” Psaki said.

Biden, at the Group of 20
meeting in Rome and again
atthe U.N. climate gathering,
criticized Xi for failing to show
up to the summits, where
world leaders discussed the
way forward on the pandemic
and steps to ease the impact
of climate change.

“I'thinkit’sbeen a big mis-
take, quite frankly, for China
...notshowingup, “Biden said
in Glasgow. "The rest of the
worldis going tolook to China
and say, what value added have
they provided?”

Both leaders took part in
Friday's Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) virtual
meeting, where leaders dis-
cussed efforts to end the
COVID-19 pandemic and sup-
port the global economic
recovery.

Hong Kong: Authoritiesjail activist ‘Captain

America2.0’under Be

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
HONG KONG, 13 NOVEMBER

Authorities havejailed a pro-
democratic activist nick-
named "Captain America
2.0"in HongKong for chant-
ing slogans that are deemed
'separatist' under the Bei-
jing-imposed national secu-
rity law in the city.

The person, identified as
Ma Chun-manwas sentenced
to more than five years of
imprisonment by the Dis-
trict Court, Radio Free Asia
reported on Friday.

The court found him guilty
of "inciting secession" after
he chanted pro-democratic
slogans. The activist has plead-
ed guilty under the dracon-

ian National Security Law

which was imposed by Bei-
jing on Hong Kong on June
30 last year.

The law was imposed as

a response to anti-China

protests that roiled Hong
Kong.

The law criminalises any
act of secession (breaking
away from China), subversion
(undermining the power or
authority of the central gov-
ernment), 'terrorism and col-
lusion with foreign forces', with
punishments of up to life in
prison. Earlierin the month,
astudentactivist Tony Chung
from Hong Kong was also
pleaded guilty on the same
chargesunder the draconian
law.

In other related develop-

NHK Trophy competition in Tokyo, Japan. « Ap
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Evelyn Walsh and Trennt Michaud, of Canada, perform durmg the pairs short programme at the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating

Type 003, China’s 3rd aircraft carrier likely to be launchedin early 2022

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
SHANGHAI, 13 NOVEMBER

Construction on China's third
aircraft carrier, Type 003 is pro-
gressing steadily and is expect-
ed to be launched by Febru-
ary next year, according to a
US-based think tank.

Citing areport by the Wash-
ington-based, Centre for
Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS), Radio Free
Asia reported that commer-
cial satellite imagery of Jiang-
nan Shipyard in Shanghai
signifies the installation of

the vessel's main external
components. CSIS further
mentioned that the con-
struction and installation of
the aircraft carrier are near-
ly completed.

Asreported by Radio Free
Asia, the CSIS researchers
mentioned that in past few

The recent construc-
tion of Type 003 air-
craft carrier is follow-
ing other Chinese air-
craft, named Liaoning
and Shandong

weeks the visual appearance
of the aircraft has gone through
a "significant shift." The Radio
Free Asia (RFA) quotes CSIS
researchers as saying, "the
initial installation of major
internal components has
been completed.”
Therecent construction of

Type 003 aircraft carrier is
following other Chinese air-
craft, named Liaoning and
Shandong. Both the aircraft
carriers are in operation.
Liaoning, the first Chinese
aircraft carrier bought from
Ukraine in 1998 was com-
missioned in the year 2021,
while the second carrier-
Shandong in 2019.

The type 003 aircraft car-
rier has different features
compared to thelast two car-
riers including catapult sys-
tems, which purposely aidsin
aircraftlaunch from the ship.

In asimilar context, Radio Free
Asiaquotes CSISresearchers
as saying, "a major leap for-
ward for the People's Liber-
ation Army Navy (PLAN)."
The CSIS's report authors
foresee that though the Type
003 launch could take place
innearly three to sixmonths,
there are technical issues that
require the attention of devel-
opers. RFA quoted thereport
assaying, "Even afterlaunch,
itwill still be years before the
Type 003 is commissioned
into the PLAN and achieves
initial operating capability."

ijing-imposed ‘security law’

The person, identified
as Ma Chun-man was
sentenced to more
than five years of
imprisonment as the
court found him
guilty of ‘inciting
secession’ after he
chanted pro-demo-
cratic slogans

ments, foreign correspon-
dents workingin Hong Kong
city informed that their
'sources' are not willing to give
them information after Bei-
jingimposed the 'security' law.

A survey conducted by
the Foreign Correspondents'
Club (FCC) showed that more
than 80 per cent of respon-
dents said that the working
environment for journalists
had deteriorated since the CCP
imposed the law, Radio Free
Asia reported.

Taliban establish military
tribunal to enforce Sharia
law in Afghanistan

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
KABUL, 13 NOVEMBER

TheTaliban have announced
to establish a military tribu-
nal on the commands of their
supreme leader Hebatullah
Akhundzada to enforce Islam-
iclawin Afghanistan, report-
ed The Express Tribune.

The formation of the tri-
bunal has been done for the
enforcement of "sharia sys-
tem, divine decrees, and social
reform,", the newspaper
reported citing the Taliban's
deputy spokesperson, Ena-
mullah Samangani's state-
ment.

The statement further said
that Obaidullah Nezami has
been appointed as the tri-
bunal's chairman alongwith
Seyed Aghaz and Zahed
Akhundzadeh as the deputies.

The military tribunal is
authorised to interpret the
Sharia rulings, issue decrees
thatarerelevant to the Islam-
iccivillaws and register com-
plaints, lawsuits and peti-
tions against the Taliban offi-
cials and personnel of the
police, army and intelligence
units, reported The Tribune
citing Samangani.

Meanwhile, amid therise
in terror attacks in Afghanistan,
questions are been raised
over the Taliban's ability and
willingness to protect the
civilians especially the minori-
ties of the country, said a
media report.

DiValerio Fabbri, writing
in Geopolitica.info, said the
Taliban is now facing its
biggest test of managing the
country's governance as it
struggles with the tag of being
a 'rogue state', outcast by
theinternational communi-
ty.

"Moreover, the mounting
terrorist attacks by the Islam-
ic State-Khorasan Province
(ISKP) have raised questions
over theTaliban's ability and
willingness to protect reli-
gious minorities and Afghan
civilians. Unless the Taliban
steps up to tackle these chal-
lenges, Afghanistan is

Covernment-allied
forces leave Yemeni
city, rebels re-enter

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SANAA, YEMEN, 13 NOVEMBER

Forcesloyal to Yemen'’s inter-
nationally recognized gov-
ernment have withdrawn
from the strategic port city of
Hodeida, allowing the rebels
to retake their positions,
Yemeni officials and the U.N.
said.

The Joint Forces, backed
by the United Arab Emirates,
said late Friday they rede-
ployed troops from Hodeida
because there was no need
tostayin the cityamid a U.N.-
brokered cease-fire deal.

They criticized the gov-
ernment for not allowing
them toretake control of the
city from the Houthi rebels.
The Joint Forces say the rebels
repeatedlyviolated the 2018
deal that ended their offen-
sive against Hodeida.

AU.N. mission observing
the cease-fire said govern-
ment-allied forces have with-
drawn from their positions
in the city and areas south of
the city and the Houthis have
taken over the vacated posi-
tions. Itsaid it wasn't notified
before the withdrawal.

In 2018, heavy fighting
erupted in Hodeida after
government forces backed by
aSaudi-led coalition moved
in to wrest control of the
strategic port city from the
Houthis. After months of
clashes, the warring sides
signed a U.N.-brokered agree-
mentin December 2018 that
included a cease-fire in the
cityand an exchange of more
than 15,000 prisoners.

The deal, seen as animpor-
tant first step toward ending
the broader conflict, was
never fully implemented.

Yemen's war began with the
2014 takeover of the capital
of Sanaa by the Houthis, who
control much of the country’s
north. A Saudi-led coalition
launched a bombing cam-
paign months later, deter-
mined to restore the gov-
ernmentand oustthe rebels.

The grinding regional
proxy war has killed tens of
thousands of civilians and
fighters. The war also creat-
ed the world’s worsthuman-
itarian crisis, leaving mil-
lions suffering from food and
medical care shortages and
pushing the country to the
brink of famine.

The Joint Forces said they
recognized the mistake of
remaining in defensive posi-
tions without fighting in
Hodeida as other govern-
ment-held areas face inten-
sified attacks by the Houthis.

In recent months, the
Houthis have attacked gov-
ernment forces in different
areas, including the provinces
of Shabwa, Bayda and Marib,
despite calls by the U.N.,
U.S. and others to stop fight-
ingand engage in negotiations
to find asettlement to the con-
flict.

Taliban ban
arbitrary military
operations, courts
KABUL, 13 NOVEMBER

TheTaliban's Purification
Commission has ordered
abanonarbitrary military
operations and courts,
sendinga stern warningto
the violators.

Members of the Com-
mission on Friday gathered
at the previous Afghan
parliament emphasised
good behaviour of the Tal-
iban fighters as vital and
added that tens of those
whoill-treated people were
either punished or dis-
solved, reported Khaama
Press.

Stating that no one is
allowed to abuse or beat the
former security person-
nel, the commission said
that culprits will be brought
to justice.

People as impersonat-
ingas the Taliban affiliates
and annoying citizens will
be identified and pun-
ished, according to the
commission.

Ithas also banned arbi-
trary courts countrywide.
TheTaliban affiliates have
been ordered to take action
against those who violate
the ban. ANI

undoubtedly destined to
descend into civil war," Fab-
bri said.

According to Fabbri, the
Taliban's governance tests
are too many. Butitlookslike
the regime doesn't realise
the enormity of the chal-
lenges as it pursues the sin-
gle-line agenda of interna-
tional recognition.

"Taliban has pressed the
Western financial institu-
tions to release Afghan Cen-
tral Bank's money. Probably
by now, the group would have
realised that capturing a
country through force and vio-
lence is easier than govern-
ing it, Fabbri added.

Philippines’ Duterte
calls for closer
international
cooperation’

MANILA, 13 NOVEMBER

Philippine President Rodri-
go Duterte has called for
"closer international coop-
eration" at the annual Asia-
Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) Economic Lead-
ers' Meeting, to speed up
global economic recovery
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

"Closer international
cooperation is needed to
address these constraints
and to ensure that all coun-
tries recover from this crisis,"
Duterte said at the virtual
meeting.

APEC economies, the
Philippine president said,
need improved risk man-
agement systems, better
response and mitigation
measures, and more robust
support mechanisms for vul-
nerable communities.

To achieve these goals, he
called for the creation of an
integrated vaccine passport
validation and contact
tracing system, institution-
alizing social protection for
non-traditional forms of
employment, and promoting
transnational education and
digital inclusion in APEC
economies.

Duterte reiterated calls
for developed economies to
support vulnerable coun-
tries like the Philippines
inmitigating climate change.

"Developing economies
such as the Philippines con-
tribute the least to climate
change, butwe are the most
vulnerable to its disastrous
consequences," he added. ant

Covid: Frequent lockdowns, restrictions hampermg China’slocal businessesadversely

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
BEIJING,13 NOVEMBER

Despiteimplementing a zero-
tolerance policy against the
COVID19, there has been a
recent surge in coronavirus
cases in China, hampering
its local businesses adverse-
ly.

International Forum for
Right and Security (IFFRAS)
reported that Chinese author-
ities are concerned over the

prolonged effect oflockdowns
and restrictions on the local
economies of the province
as well as the national econ-
omy.

In areas such as Rulii, a
southwestern border city, four
lockdowns in the past seven
months have been imposed
with little to no effect on the
number of cases being report-
ed.

According to its former
Mayor, Dai Rongii, these pro-

longed lockdowns have sent
Ruili into a deadlock having
a deleterious impact on the
local economy of Ruili.

The former mayor also
requested the government to
resume production and nec-
essary business to balance
theinterest of the nation with
the interest of the localities,
reported IFFRAS.

The residents of border
provinces like Heilongjiang,
Hebeir, Yunnan provinces

have done their best to tack-
le the problem. More than 97

per cent of the population of

2021. However, the surging
cases in the neighbouring
countries as Myanmar appear
to be the prime cause of these
recent surges in China.

Since these cities are large-
lydependent on border trades,
frequent lockdowns and
restrictions may keep the
physical health of their peo-
plein check but the financial
health is deteriorating by the
day, reported IFFRAS.

The Province of Hei-

longjiangin Northeast China
has reported more than 68
symptomatic cases and around
22 asymptomatic cases, and
Hebeir province which is adja-
cent to Beijing has reported
more than 21 new cases on
November 6.

Similar is the situation for
the city of Ruili, aremote city
inYunnan province sharingits
boundaries with Myanmar. The
Yunnan province hasreport-
ed more than 1500 cases this

year, a large portion of these
cases coming from Ruili,
reported IFFRAS.

The nation has reported
more than 800 cases over the
span of 3 weeks in more than
20 provinces out of 31 provinces
of Mainland China.

This is the biggest out-
break of COVID19in terms of
infected provinces after
arguably, the earliest COVID
outbreak of the world in Wuhan
in 2019-2020, reported IFFRAS.

Ruili was vaccinated by July
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GAMBHIR SEETHES, LANGER PRAISES

" While former India cricketer Gautam Gambhir has castigated Australian
o= & opener David Warner (photo, left) for smashing Pakistan spinner Moham-
mad Hafeez's delivery, which had bounced twice, over the mid-wick-
et fence for asix, during their T20 World Cup semifinal on 11 Novem-
ber, Aussie coach Justin Langer showered praise on his batter say-
ing, "It's one of the best things I've ever seen in cricket". Gamb-
ir had posted on social media that it was "absolutely pathet-
ic" and slammed the opener for lack of sportsmanship.

Skipper chosen: Goalie
Arindam Bhattacharjee
was on Saturday
announced as SC East
Bengal's captainin a
rare, if not unprece-
dented, instance of a
Mohun Bagan player
being given the leading
role after switching
over.

Ex-journalist dead:
Partha Rudra, erst-
while reporter for sev-
eral newspapers and
television networks in
a fairly long career,
was on Saturday said
to have died aged
about 58 after a pro-
tracted battle against
cancer.

Australia,New Zealand chase

NEW DELHI
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Neeraj Chopra, Sumit Antilamong 12 conterred Khel Ratna; 35 get Arjunaawards

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Olympic gold medallist Neer-
aj Chopra, Paralympics gold
medallist Sumit Antil, and
woman cricketer Mithali Raj
alongwith nine other sportsper-
sons were conferred the Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna
Award -- the country's high-
est sporting honour -- at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here on Sat-
urday. While an unprecedented
35 athletes were honoured
with the Arjuna Award in a glit-
tering ceremony.

Loud applause greeted
Chopra, the first Indian to
win an athletics gold medalin
Olympics atTokyo earlier this
year, and the Paralympics

heroes as theyreceived the Khel
Ratna awards from President
Ram Nath Kovind in the pres-
ence of ahost of Ministers, dig-
nitaries, and sports celebrities.

A large number of nomi-
nations were received for these
awards this year, which were
considered by the selection
committee headed by Justice
(Retd) Mukundakam Sharma
earlier this month.

Khel Ratna was presented
to twelve sportspersons --
Neeraj (athletics), Ravi Dahiya
(wrestling), Lovlina Borgo-
hain (boxing), PR Sreejesh
(hockey), Avani Lekhara (para-
shooting), Antil (para-athlet-
ics), Pramod Bhagat (para-
badminton), Krishna Nagar
(para-badminton), Manish

Narwal (para-shooting), Mithali
Raj (cricket), Sunil Chhetri

(football), and Manpreet Singh
(hockey).

maidensilverwareinDubai

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
DUBAI, 13 NOVEMBER

fter 44 matches

across four venuesin

the UAE and Oman,

the ICC Men's T20
World Cup hasreached its last
destination: the finale. Vying
for the silverware at the Dubai
International Stadium on
Sunday will be neighbours
Australia and New Zealand,
two nations separated by the
Tasman Sea and the balance
of their playing eleven.

Whoever wins on Sunday
will clinch their maiden sil-
verware in the format. Aus-
traliawasin the fair distance
towin the 2010 edition, only
for England to place them sec-
ond-best. Now, Australia has
got the chance to go one step
further against first-time
finalists New Zealand in a
rematch of the 2015 Cricket
World Cup final.

Both Australia and New
Zealand reached the semi-
finals after finishing second
in their respective groups in
Super 12. Buttheyweren't the
first-choice favourites of
cricket fans and experts to
reach the final. The semi-
finals held on Wednesday
and Thursday threw up high-
ly unexpected results, coin-

ciding with ‘he 'expect the
unexpected' nature of the
shortestformat of the game.

New Zealand's Daryl
Mitchell and James Neesham
turned the game around in
the last few overs against
England in the first semi-
final at Abu Dhabi while
Matthew Wade and Marcus
Stoinis had engineered sim-
ilar slog-overs heist for Aus-
tralia against Pakistanin the
second semi-final at Dubai.

For Australia, with the

greatest number of trophies
in the Men's Cricket World
Cup, havingaT20World Cup
trophy will complete their cab-
inet of silverware.

Their batting has been
largely led by David Warner,
who has accumulated 236
runs atan average of47.2. Cap-
tain Aaron Finch, Steve Smith,
and Glenn Maxwell are due
for a big score. With the ball,
leg-spinner Adam Zampa
has been the standout, tak-
ing 12 wickets at an econo-

It could be a tough season
for new Barcelona boss

PULAKESH
MUKHOPADHYAY

eare beingtold,
day in and day
out, that Xavi
Hernandez (in
photo) has had to be ferried
back to Camp Nou from what
would have been his soft-
work-big-pay holiday inWest
Asia as Barcelona were see-
ing stars without Messi.
That is about as far from
the truth as Miami is from
Madhyamgram butyou know,
don'tyou, facts are not allowed
to stand in the way of a story
expected to sellwellinan age
when football matters far
less than alotof _
things in and |}
aroundit, includ- -
ing stars with ™
media clout.
Barcelona had been slip-
ping spectacularly since quite
a while before Messi upped
sticks and legged it to Paris,
having previously griped after
bad results about things going
wronginstead ofliving up to
his billing by turning things
around. Some people are
always more equal than oth-
ers, after all. Well might that
leave you wonderingwhether
Alex Ferguson got it right
when he said Messiwas only
a good Barcelona player -
and not the best-ever any-
where - but that hardly takes
Xavi an inch farther. And he
has miles to go before he
runs into reporters who,
harping on Messi, appear to
suggest he - Xavi, not the erst-
while blue-eyed boy - must
produce, like rabbits out of
the Catalan hat, yet another
suitable fairytale character,
probably with the right
telegenic looks, for the cus-

tomary back-from-from-the-
brink narratives to fillup the
backpage with all over again.
As of now, the tendentious
hack only bides his time.
For those big boys in the
boardroom, the feel-good
factor must return for the

SHORT POINT

wheels of commerce to roll
anew the right way because
they havelongbeen trundling
back, with the global coron-
avirus pandemic only serv-
ing to hand the lounge-suit-
ed ones an excellent excuse
for all salaries to be cutlong
before Messi came by his
departure ticket.

Not that Xavihas notbeen
on theball. The photo ops and
emotional outpourings over,
what he said implied the
players must pull up their
socks. Thatwas a bit of all right.
And then he iterated his
messsage.

Coaches usually pullit off
when their pupils have what
it takes. There is no getting
away fromiteven todaywhen
just about everyone in the
exalted position comes to
beheralded asalivinglegend
habitually making history
every day, Bank Holidays
included. Pep Guardiola, after
all, hasbeen aman minus the

Midas touch - if you think of
the continental platform -
since leaving Barcelona.

Not even the world's
biggest idiot considers Jose
Mourinho football's answer
to Stephen Hawking any
more. And if Xavi sounds like
he might not mind being
strictin terms of his syllabus,
football will certainly not
happen upon its first hard
taskmaster. The highly suc-
cessful Woolverhampton
team of the 1950s were
coached by Stan Cullis, a
"fanatically firm, uncom-
pomising disciplinarian,”
said Jimmy Greaves.

Softness might have come
__ inwhen Eng-

! lish Premier
\ League also-
rans began
owning Riviera retreats. But
Cullis also "had a genius for
discerning talent and a capac-
ity for team-buildingrivalled
only by Matt Busby at Old Traf-
ford."

Xaviis quite unlikely to find
the sort of footballers, him-
self included, in the club
who made them the world's
best. Whether it ruffled Guardi-
ola or not, Barcelona's style
was then popularity called ziki
taka. It, for some critics and
historians, was a throwback
to Hungary's Socialist foot-
ball, orchestrated by coach-
es with laser-precise game-
reading, among other attrib-
utes. So there is a test in this
of Xavi's own cerebral pow-
ers as well.

Itisaworld away from what
he was used to until recent-
ly; literally as well as metaphor-
ically, but he cannot be
unaware of it. And he knows
his Barcelonalike the back of
his hand.

At

my rate of just 5.7. They will
have their task cut out against
an in-form New Zealand.
The Black Caps, current
winners of the World Test
Championship, will be eye-
ingto clinch a white-ball tro-
phy. Since the early blip
against Pakistan, they have
been formidable as a unitwith
different players stepping up
to do the job in different
matches. Mitchell, who
became an unlikely hero in
the semi-final, has been the

Ganguly roots for Kiwis:
Board of Control for Crick-
etin India (BCCI) President
and former India captain
Sourav Ganguly has picked
New Zealand as his
favourite against Australia
ahead of the ICCMen'sT20
World Cup final to be
played at the Dubai Inter-
national Cricket Stadium
on Sunday.

Ganguly also hailed the
spirit of the present Men
in Blue, despite their deba-
cle in the tournament,
gave a thumbs up to fran-
chise cricket, and talked
about a host of other issues,
from Rahul Dravid's
appointment as the nation-
al coach to bilateral crick-
et between India and
Pakistan. ANI

top-run scorer for New
Zealand, scoring 197 runs at
an average of 39.40. Left-
arm pacer Trent Boult has
been spearheading the bowl-
ingattack, clinching 11 wick-
etsatan economy rate of only
6.5 while Tim Southee and Ish
Sodhi have impressed as well.

The only point ofa dilem-
ma for them will be to include
either Tim Seifert or Mark
Chapman in place of an
injured Devon Conway. Con-
way, who scored 46 in the
semi-final, hasbeen ruled out
of the final as well as the
subsequent India tour after
injuring his hand while punch-
inghisbatin anger after dis-
missal.

Though Seifertlooks like
the most obvious choice for
Conway's replacement, Chap-
man being a left-handed
batter could become a bet-
ter fit with Glenn Phillips
asked to take up wicket-
keeping duties.

With toss and dew prov-
ing to be decisive factors in
deciding the outcome in
Dubai, expect a batting-heavy
Australia and bowling-heavy
New Zealand to battle the
uncontrollable while trying
to control the controllable in
their quest for the coveted
trophy.

However, Tokyo 2020 Par-
alympic gold medallist Krish-
na Nagar didn't attend the
award ceremony. There were
reports thathis mother passed
away on Friday and that's
why'he didn't turn up for the
event.

Meanwhile, all members of
the men's hockey team that
won the historicbronze medal
in the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
have been awarded Arjuna
Award except Sreejesh and
Manpreet, both of whom had
alreadyreceiveditin the past.

The fulllist of athleteswho
received the Arjuna includes
Arpinder Singh, Simranjit Kaur,
Shikhar Dhawan, Bhavani
Devi, Monika Devi, Vandana
Katariya, Sandeep Narwal,

Hiimani Uttam Parab, Abhishek
Verma, Ankita Raina, Deepak
Punia, Dilpreet Singh, Harman
Preet Singh, Rupinder Pal
Singh, Surender Kumar, Amit
Rohidas, Birendra Lakra, Sumit,
Nilakanta Sharma, Hardik
Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad,
Gurjant Singh, Mandeep Singh,
Shamsher Singh, Lalit Kumar
Upadhyay, Varun Kumar, Sim-
ranjeet Singh, Yogesh Kathu-
niya, Nishad Kumar, Praveen
Kumar, SuhasYathiraj, Singhraj
Adhana, Bhavana Patel, Harvin-
der Singh, and Sharad Kumar.

The Dronacharya Award for
the Life-Time Category were
also presented on the occasion.
Itwas presented to coaches TP
Ouseph (athletics), Sarkar Tal-
war (cricket), Sarpal Singh

(hockey), Ashan Kumar (kabad-
di), and Tapan Kumar Panigrahi
(swimming).

The Dronacharya in the
regular category was award-
ed to Radhakrishnan Nair P
(athletics), Sandhya Gurung
(boxing), Pritam Siwach (hock-
ey), Jai Prakash Nautiyal (para-
shooting), and Subramanian
Raman (table tennis).

The Dhyan Chand Award
for Lifetime Achievement went
to athlete Lekha KC, chess
Grandmaster Abhijeet Kunte,
Davinder Singh Garcha (hock-
ey), Vikas Kumar (kabaddi), and
Sajjan Singh (wrestling). Pun-
jab University (Chandigarh)
received the Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy for
2021.

New Zealand bestin Power-playwith the
ball, goingtobe a challenge, says Finch

‘Great to be playing our
neighbour in a WC final’

AGENCIES
DUBAI, 13 NOVEMBER

Australia captain Aaron Finch
reckons that New Zealand,
their opponents in the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup final on
Sunday, have been the bestin
Power-play with the ball and
willbe achallenge for his team
to see them off in the first six
overs. Headded that the Black
Caps have shown that they
areaquality sideforalongtime.
Inthefinaltobeheld atthe Dubai
International Stadium on Sun-
day, both Australia and New
Zealandwillbevyingtowin the
trophy for the first time.

"] think the New Zealand
side, they have got a huge
amountofqualityand theyhave
shown that over along period
of time now. I think they have
been the best Power-play per-
forming team with the ball in
this tournament, so that's
going to be a challenge," said
Finchwhilereplyingtoaquery
from IANS in the pre-final
press conference on Saturday.

"They have got obviously
Darren Mitchell who played a
great knock in the last game
against England. Martin Gup-
till, class and power. Then
you 've got KaneWilliamsonwho
isall classaswellin the top three.
Theyhave got match winners
right throughout theirinnings,
and with the bat and ball, Ish
Sodhiand Mitch Santner have
shown their classin the pastas
well. It's a game between two

DUBAI, 13 NOVEMBER

New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson is excited by the
prospect of playing their
trans-Tasman Sea neighbours
Australiain the final of the ICC
Men'sT20World Cup finalin
Dubai on Sunday. He added
that playing against each
other in the past gives both
teams to have a fair look at
theirresources. New Zealand
are in their first-ever Men's
T20World Cup final and will
face off against Australia in
whatwillbe are-match of the

sides that are really similarly
matched I think and it will be
agreat game," added Finch.
Finch went on to say that
matches in the ongoing tour-
nament have been won by
teamswho have bossed power-
playphasesinbothinnings. "I
think we've seen throughout
the tournament the impor-
tance of the power play. A lot
of games have been dictated
by who has won the initial
contestin the Power-playinboth
innings. No doubt it will be a
real challenge. It won't define
who wins the match but it
does help set up your innings
ifyou perform over thebatand
on the flip side, if you can
makeinroads and getearlywick-

2015 CricketWorld Cup final.

"Ithinkwhenyou play each
other, [ suppose both teams
get areasonable look at one
another. So probablynottoo
many advantages to either side
except that we do play each
otherand have done sorecent-
ly on a number of occasions
and had somereally good con-
tests.

It's great that obviously,
we're playing our neighbour
onthe other side of the world
in aWorld Cup Final. A real-
ly exciting prospect for both
teams," said Williamson. 1ans

ets with the ball it goes a long
wayto tryingto control the mid-
dle overs on your terms a lit-
tle bit more."

The 34-year-old refused to
believe that the final on Sun-
daywasbilled asan 'unexpected
final', as many hadn't given a
chancetobothteamstoreach
the summit clash. "It's not
unexpected. We came here
with a clear plan to try to win
this tournament. We always felt
asthoughwe've gotthedepth
ofthesquad and the qualityin
our squad to put ourselves in
a position to do that. New
Zealand have been in everyfinal
foralongtimenowinICCevents.
They are a great team over all
the three formats of the game.”

'India’s absence hits television’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 13 NOVEMBER

There in no one peeling an
onion by way of black magic
ahead of tomorrow's Twen-
ty20World Cup final in Dubai
- Australia and New Zealand
steer clear of that sort of recre-
ation - butTelevisionissaid to
be crying buckets because
India are notin the mother of
all battles.

No other country is quite
asenamoured of international
cricket, especially the short-
ened varieties of it, as Virat
Kohli's motherland but there
is a catch here: if the Men in
Blue are not in the fray, soaps
and serials step forth to claim
popular attention, diverting

people from the game though
cricketis believed - wrongly or
not - to be all Indians' com-
mon religion.

"Viewership will go down
dramatically," aveteranin the
Indian sport promotion indus-
try told The Statesman here
today, adding: "India's absence
will hit television hard, though
ads contracted to be shown
through the competition will
be there on the screen all right.
Thatimplies alotof money. But
television will miss the huge
number of unscheduled ads
that flow in with an uptick in
the Indian performance and
that could be a bigloss."

Adshavelongbeen spilling
overinto the cricketingaction
and while they seldom fail to

rub the viewer up the wrong
way;, they are good for televi-
sion forvery obviousreasons.

The source, insisting on
anonymity, said that India's two
initiallosses in the tournament
- to Pakistan and New Zealand
-upset fans sobadly that they
mightnotevenbeinclined to
switch on thetellyin the front
room for the final, which could
turn out to be a humdinger
given that the teamsin the con-
testwere very good and enter-
tainingly combative.

"Peoplewant to see the team
theylove, sometimes for rea-
sons quite unrelated to crick-
et," the source said.

New Zealand though could
stir an interest in the final as
they are to visit India imme-

diately after the Twenty20
World Cup as cricket's com-
mercial juggernautrollsrelent-
lessly on.

It happens to be a point
made by Ravi Shastri, until
recently their head coach, in
the aftermath ofIndia's ouster
from the tournament, with
an emphasis on the serious-
ly damaging effects of life in
bio-secure bubbles. And fresh
controversies have cropped up
over the selection of the squad
for the series against New
Zealand.

"The exclusion from the
Testline-up of HanumaVihari
isjust the sort of sordid busi-
ness that's bad both for the
present and the future," said
the source.

DiMaria strike leaves Argentina on cusp ot World Cup spot

AGENCIES
MONTEVIDEO/WARSAW, 13
NOVEMBER

Angel DiMariastruckasublime

first-half goal as Argentina

edged closertosecuringaplace

atthe 2022 FIFAWorld Cup with
a 1-0 victory over Uruguay

here.

Thevisitorstooktheleadin

the seventh minute at Monte-
video's Campeon del Sigo sta-

diumwhen Paulo Dybalaforced
a turnover and then found Di
Mariajustinside the penalty area

on Friday night.

The Paris Saint-Germain

forward took one touch before

firinganinch-perfectshotfrom

anacuteangleinto the far cor-
ner.
Uruguayresponded by show-

ing greater urgency, driving
forward innumbers againstan

Albicelesteside that seemed con-
tenttositback. The Celeste con-

tinued to press after halftime
with Luis Suarezand Augustin
Alvarezthreateningto equalise
onseveral occasions. But they
were unable to find away past
goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez,
who made a series of impres-
sive saves.

Argentina captain Lionel

Messi, who hasrecentlyrecov-
ered from knee and hamstring
injuries, wasintroduced asa 76th
minutereplacement for Giovani
Lo Celso. The 34-year-old had
a little impact as Argentina
barelyventured forward in the
closing stages in a bid to pro-
tect their lead.

Theresultleaves Argentina
with 28 points from 12 outings,
sixpoints behindleaders Brazil
with both teams having seven
South Americanzone qualifiers
remaining.

Uruguay, who havelosttheir
past three qualifiers, dropped
tosixth, 12 points furtherback.

Thetop four teamswill earn
aWorld Cup spotwhile the fifth-
ranked side will advance to an
intercontinental playoff.

Argentina'snextmatchisa
home duel against Brazil on
Tuesday in San Juan while
UruguaywillmeetBoliviain La
Paz on the same day.

Poland win

Poland beat hosts Andorra 4-
1tosecure thesecond placein
the Group I of the FIFA World
Cup European qualification
here.

The game was special for

Aston Villa defender Matty
Cash, who made his debut for
Poland coached by Paulo Sousa.
The24-year-old, whose moth-
erwasborninPoland, obtained
Polish citizenship this month.
OnFridaynight, he came onto
the pitch in the 62nd minute
to replace Przemyslaw
Frankowski.
The hosts had to play with
10 men from the first minute
as Ricard Fernandez was sent
offforhitting Kamil Glik by the
elbow. Poland didn'thave prob-
lems proving their advantage.
Robert Lewandowski scored
twice, while Kamil Jozwiak and
Arkadiusz Milik also beat the
goalkeeper. Andorra found a
consolation goal just before
the break thanks to MarcVales
who surprised Wojciech Szczes-
ny.
Poland have secured their
spot in the play-offs of the
qualifications.
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