
DA ILY FROM: AHMEDABAD , CHAND IGARH , DELH I , JA IPUR , KOLKATA , LUCKNOW, MUMBAI , NAGPUR , PUNE , VADODARA

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022, NEW DELHI, LATE CITY, 16 PAGES `6.00 (`8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, `12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

PMNarendraModiwithdevoteesontheoccasionofGuru
Ravidas Jayanti inNewDelhionWednesday. PTI

BUNDELKHAND
E-WAY: AWAIT FOR
BENEFITS, ANGER
OVERSTRAYCATTLE
‘DON’T TALKDRONES,
TALK JOBS’: PUNJAB
BORDERSEATSVEER
TOWARDSAAP
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‘DON’THAMPERMOVEMENTOFPEOPLE, ECONOMICACTIVITY’

AAP photocopy of Cong,
partners in crime, says PM
‘Theyareinnoora
kushti (fixedfight)
likeWWF...can’t
protectborder
statelikePunjab’

MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
PATHANKOT,FEBRUARY16

TARGETING THE Congress and
AAPinpoll-boundPunjab,Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Wednesdaysaidthetwoparties
were “partners in crime” and
AAP was a “photocopy” of the
Congress.
Addressing his second elec-

tionrallyinPunjab,Modisaidthe
Congress and AAP had ques-
tionedthebraveryof soldiers.
“When sol-

diers show brav-
ery, the leaders of
these parties say
what Pakistan
says. Onehas sent
the youth of
Punjab into the
armsof drugswhile theother is
makingtheyouthofDelhiliquor
addicts.OnelootedPunjabwhile
theotherisdoingscamsinDelhi
one after the other. Ye ek hee
thaali ke chatte batte hain.Now
these two parties are doing
noora kushti (fixed fight) in
Punjab, likeWWF,”hesaid.
AccusingCongressandAAPof

making a show of being oppo-
nents,hesaidAAPwassupported
by the Congress when it first
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KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,FEBRUARY16

DAYS BEFORE Punjab votes,
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, with Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra by his
sideandapplaudinghim,kicked
up a rowwhen he called upon
Punjabis to “unite” and not let
“bhaiyas from UP, Bihar and
Delhi”enter thestate.
Hisremarksdrewasharpre-

sponse from rivals AAP and BJP
whichsaiditwas“shameful”that
heandPriyankaweretargeting“a
particular community" andcall-
ing for the “boycott” of “people

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

BEFORE THE dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991, Bappi
Lahiri’s“JimmyJimmy,aajaaaja”,
a popular disco-pop number
from Mithun Chakraborty’s
Disco Dancer, was a huge hit in
the USSR of the ’80s. Starved of
any “western” popular culture,
the country grooved to Lahiri’s
version of the disco. Glittery
jumpsuits, hundreds of twin-
kling light bulbs and
Chakraborty’s pelvicmoves ac-

companied by Lahiri’s synths,
horns, rhythm guitars and syn-
copatedbasslines.
Lahiri, 69, who heralded

disco-pop and ruled filmmusic
inthe ’70sand ’80swithastring
of chart-topping songs, died in
Mumbai onWednesday due to
obstructivesleepapnea.Hehad
been in hospital for almost a
month and had only returned
homeonMonday.Heissurvived
by sonBappa Lahiri anddaugh-
terRemaLahiri.
Lahirilearnedmusicfromhis

Bengali singer parents, Aparesh
and Bansuri Lahiri, in Jalpaiguri,
West Bengal, and hismaternal
uncle, actor andplayback singer
KishoreKumar.Afterlearningthe
basicsofclassicalmusicfromhis

parents,includingsometraining
intabla,LahirimovedtoMumbai
whenhewas19yearsoldandbe-

gan creatingmusic in an indus-
try dominated by R D Burman,
Laxmikant-Pyarelal and
Kalyanji-Anandji.amongothers.
Hemay have begun his ca-

reer with compositions for
Bengali film Daadu (1974), but
his Bollywood debut came two
yearsafterhesetfootinMumbai
withNanha Shikari (1973), star-
ring actors DebMukherjee and
Tanuja.DirectedbyTanuja’shus-
band Shomu Mukherjee, the
film didn’t do too well on the
musical charts.
After a few unsuccessful at-

tempts,Lahiri finallyhit itoutof
theparkwiththreefilmsinthree
successive years — Zakhmee
(1975), Chalte Chalte (1976) and
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He brought disco to the mainstream in
the ’80s, set feet tapping across India
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Colleges reopen in Karnataka but
shut doors on students with hijab
KIRANPARASHAR
BENGALURU,FEBRUARY16

COLLEGES ACROSS Karnataka
reopened under heavy police
cover Wednesday to chaotic
scenes outside several institu-
tions with authorities refusing
entrytohijab-wearingstudents
promptingseveralgirlstoreturn
homewithoutattendingclasses.
While college authorities

citedtheKarnatakaHighCourt's

interimorderlastweek,banning
religioussymbolsuntilitdecides
onpleaschallengingthehijabban
insomecollegesofUdupi,several
students said the restrictions
wereappliedindiscriminately.
“Despite thehijabbecoming

an issueall over the state, itwas
never a concern in our college.
But today, theyaskedallof us to
remove our hijabs and come.
Before our collegewas shut last
week, alongwith others in the
state,weusedtowearhijabsand

attend class. Today, those who
refused to remove their hijabs
weremade to sit in a separate
classroom,”saidafirst-yearBBA
studentfromtheGShankargov-
ernment women’s first grade
collegeatAjjarkad inUdupi.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

GIVENTHEuncertain-
tiesof the four-waycon-
test inPunjab,parties
and leadersareupping
theante toswingvotes.
ThatPriyanka,who is
leading theCongress
campaign inUP,
cheeredChannioverhis
bhaiya-from-UPremark
hasnotgoneunnoticed
—within thepartyand
in rival camps.

Upping
theanteE●EX
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

THEMINISTRY of HomeAffairs
(MHA)hasaccordedcentralsecu-
ritycoverto25BJPleaders,mostly
frompoll-boundPunjabandUttar
Pradesh,includingUnionMinister
of State SPSBaghel— theparty’s
candidate against SP chief
AkhileshYadavfromKarhalcon-
stituencyinMainpuri.
BaghelhasbeengivenZ-cat-

egory security of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF).
Sources said he had Y-category
security earlier. The Centre de-
cidedtoupgradehissecurityaf-
ter his convoywas peltedwith
stones inMainpuri recently.
BJPMPfromBhadohiinUttar

Pradesh, Ramesh Chand Bind,
has been given X-category CISF

covertill theelections.DelhiMP
HansRajHanshasbeengivenZ-
category security for his cam-
paignvisits inPunjab.
Barring these three, all the

otherBJPleaderswhohavebeen
given Y and Y-plus category se-
curity of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) till the elec-
tionsarefromPunjab, including
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi’s former aide Nimisha
Mehta. Some of the prominent
names on the list are: Avtar
Singh Zira, Sardar Didar Singh
Bhatti,SardarKanwarVeerSingh
Tohra, Sardar Gurpreet Singh
Bhatti, Sardar Hariot Kamal,
Sukhvinder Singh Bindra and
ParminderSinghDhindsa.
Ministrysourcessaidthese-

curitycoverwasgivenfollowing
Intelligence Bureau reports

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DELHI UNIVERSITY OPENS TODAY
DelhiUniversity’sNorthCampusWednesdaywitnessedthefamiliar sightof students
millingaround,adaybeforecollegesreopenforofflineclasses.DUhasbeenshut foraround
twoyears, sincetheonsetof thepandemic. PraveenKhanna REPORTS, PAGE4

Cheered by Priyanka,
Channi kicks up row
with ‘UP, Bihar’ remark

In poll season, Central
security for 25 BJP
leaders in UP, Punjab;
Cong says bid to scare

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
&AMITABHSINHA
NEWDELHI, PUNE,
FEBRUARY16

WITHALLindicatorssignallinga
steady return to the situation
that prevailed twomonths ago,
the Union Health Ministry on
Wednesday directed states to
ease, or even do awaywith, the
additional restrictivemeasures

that had been imposed to deal
with the third wave of the
pandemic.
Ina letter tochief secretaries

instates,HealthSecretaryRajesh
Bhushansaiditisimportantthat
movement of people and eco-
nomic activities do not remain
under the same level of restric-
tionsnow.
“Presently,asthecasetrajec-

tory across the nation is show-
ingasustaineddownwardtrend,

it will be useful if states review
and amend/ do awaywith the
additional restrictions so im-
posed after considering the
trendof newcases, activecases,
and positivity,” Bhushan said in
the letter.
“Inearliermonths, inviewof

the high Covid case trajectory,
certain states had imposed ad-
ditionalrestrictionsattheirbor-
ders and at airports. While

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Dailycount,activecases,positivityheadtopre-surgelevels
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Centre signals thirdwave is ending,
writes to states: Remove extra curbs

New Delhi
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Third wave
effectivelymanaging thepublic
healthchallengeofCovid-19, it is
equally important thatmove-
mentofpeopleandeconomicac-
tivities shouldnot behampered
by additional restrictions im-
posedat State levelpointsof en-
tries,”hesaid.
Theletterisasortofofficialac-

knowledgmentof theendof the
thirdwave,whichwas not just
vastlymilder than the previous
two waves, but also the least
painful in termsof health condi-
tions.
Case counts remainedwell

belowexpected levels, thougha
much largerproportionof infec-
tions are likely to have been
missedduringthiswavebecause
of the rapid spread, and largely
asymptomatic nature, of the in-
fectioncausedbyOmicron.
TheCentre's lettercomesata

timewhen the daily case count
has dropped to about 30,000,
around the lowest this year. This
counthadpeakedonJanuary20,
whenmore than3.47 lakhnew
infectionsweredetected,andhas
been declining for over three
weeksnow.
Similarly,activecasesareback

to levels of the first week of
JanuaryafterpeakingonJanuary
23. As on Tuesday, therewere
about3.7 lakhactivecases in the
country. Theweekly positivity
rate,at3.2percent,isalsobackto
where itwas in the firstweekof
Januaryafter goingup toashigh
as17percent.
Justabout75districtsarenow

reportingaweeklypositivityrate
ofmore than10per cent. At the
heightofthethirdwave,towards
the endof January, close to 400
districts had aweekly positivity
rate of more than 10 per cent.
Almost 80 per cent of districts
nowhave a positivity rate less
than5percent.
The death count is still high

comparedtothestartofthethird
wave, but this trend usually
showsa lagof about twoweeks.
Thedaily toll outsideKerala had
fallenbelow50inthelastweekof
December--asofnow,thisnum-
berisabout200.
Keralahasbeencontinuously

updating its tollbyaddingprevi-
ouslyuncounteddeathsbecause
ofwhich its daily numbershave
been inflated. The state has al-
readyrecordedmorethan62,000
Covid-relateddeaths,thehighest
foranystateexceptMaharashtra,
wherethedeathtollexceeds1.47
lakh.
In the letter to chief secre-

taries,Bhushanwrote:“Iamsure
that under your continued lead-
ership,thestateswouldcontinue
toaddressthechallengeofCovid-
19whileminimizingitsimpacton
thelivesandlivelihoodofpeople.”
During the third wave, the

stateshadtakencontrolmeasures
likenightcurfews,restrictionson
the size of gatherings, closure of
educationalinstitutionsandlim-
itations onoccupancy in restau-
rantsandtheatres.Mostof these
restrictions are already in the
processofbeinglifted.
OnWednesday, theHaryana

State Disaster Management
Authority (HSDMA) lifted all
Covid-related restrictions across
thestateinitsrevisedguidelines.
“However, the residents of the
stateareadvisedtostrictlyfollow
Covid appropriate behavioural
norms including social distanc-
ing,” stated the order issued by
chiefsecretarySanjeevKaushal.
Lastweek, theCentrehadre-

laxedguidelinesforinternational
passengersarrivinginIndia.They
no longer need to quarantine
themselves for sevendaysorget
testedat theairport if theycome
fromanat-riskcountry,orunder-
takea repeat test onDay8of ar-
rival. It had, however, warned
against complacency, given the
unique challenges the virus can
still pose, and the situation in
somestatesanddistricts.

(WITHPAVNEETSINGH
CHADHA)

‘UP, Bihar’ remark
fromUPandBihar”.
Addressingaroadshowtaken

outbyPriyankainfavourofparty
candidate and Punjab Youth
Congress chief Brinder Singh
DhilloninRoparTuesdayevening,
Channi said: “Punjabian di bahu
hai Priyanka Gandhi, eh saadi
Punjabanhai,isskarkeikkpasseho
jaoPunjabion…UP,BiharaurDelhi
debhaiyeaakeitherajkaranlagge,
vadan na deo ithe (Priyanka is
Punjab’s daughter-in-law. She is
our Punjaban. So Punjabis, get
united.ThebhaiyasfromUP,Bihar
andDelhiwant to rule here. But
wewillnotletthementer).”
Priyanka smiled and ap-

plaudedwhenhemadethesere-
marks. She also toldChanni and
Dhillon:“Inkosamjhayiekemanch
par khade ho kar banawati pagri
pehnane se koi sardar nahi ho
jaata. Sardar sardar hotein hain
(Pleasemake themunderstand
thatbywearingafaketurban,one
doesnotbecomeaSardar.Sardars
areSardars).”
Channi has been using the

term"bhaiyas" formigrants, re-
ferring to Prime Minister
NarendraModi andAAP leader
andDelhi ChiefMinisterArvind
Kejriwalasmigrantswhowantto
rulePunjab.Twodaysago,while
addressing themedia, he said:
"These people are like bhaiyas.
WebringthemtoPunjab,respect
them, look after them. Butwe
cannotallowthemtoruleus."
KejriwalslammedChanni:“It

is very shameful.We strongly
condemn comments aimed at
any individual or anyparticular

community.PriyankaGandhialso
belongstoUttarPradeshsosheis
also a 'bhaiya'.” The AAP chief,
whowasinJalandharontheocca-
sionofGuruRavidasJayanti,said
it isa"veryshamefulremark".
“Passingremarksonanycom-

munity or state or group is de-
plorable,"hesaidwhileaddress-
ing themedia in Jalandharalong
with AAP's CM candidate
BhagwantMann.
UnionMinisterandBJPleader

Bhupender Yadav, in a Twitter
post, said: "First Rahul Gandhi
said India isn't a nation. Now
Priyanka Vadra cheers to CM
CharanjitChanni'scall toboycott
people fromUP and Bihar. The
work todivide Indiahasbeenan
ongoingprojectforCongress'first
family.ThatiswhyIndiaisreject-
ingthemstateafterstate."
Congress leader Manish

Tewari, addressing themedia in
Ludhiana, said, “Turban is the
pride of Punjab. So there should
be no politics on wearing it.”
WhilesomeCongressleaderssaid
he was referring to Modi and
Kejriwal who don turbans on
stage,otherssaidTewariwastak-
ingaswipeatPriyanka.

VIP security
of threats to their lives during
elections. According to sources,
many of the leaders in Punjab
who have been given security
joined the BJP recently. "One of
themevenwrote to the Centre
seeking central security cover,
claiminga threat tohis life," said
anofficial.
Whencontacted,theElection

Commission declined to com-
mentonthematter.
Criticisingthemove,Congress

communication department
headRandeepSurjewalatoldThe
IndianExpress:"Z-categorysecu-
rity is nowbeing distributed by
the central government for BJP
leaderslikepoliticallollipopsand
statussymbolsandasatoolofin-
timidation. Every institution in
thiscountryalreadystandstram-
pled. In themiddle of the elec-
tions, theuseof suchblatantand
naked tactics like Z-category se-
curityaimedatcreatingfearpsy-
chosisandscareamongthepeo-
ple andalso to beused as status
symbolsisnothingbutanaffront
to democracy and speaks vol-
umesoftheBJP'simpendingloss
ofpower."
In a similarmove in the run-

up to theWest Bengal polls last
year,theCentrehadgrantedcen-
tralsecuritycovertooveradozen
BJP candidates andpoliticians in
the state, includingTMC leader-
turned-BJP candidate Suvendu
Adhikari.

AAP photocopy
came topower inDelhi anddid
not have amajority. “Whogave
themsupporttobecometheCM?

ItisaXeroxcopyofCongress.Vohi
chaal chalan. If Congress is origi-
nal, then this secondparty is its
photocopy,”hesaid.
AskingthepeopleofPunjabto

give the BJP five years of gover-
nance,Modipromisedall-round
development in the state, be it
agriculture,businessactivitiesor
industry.“Wewillmakenot ‘ma-
jboor’but ‘mazboot’Punjab. The
debtonPunjabisincreasing,em-
ploymentisdecreasing,youthare
immigrating, employees are
demonstratingonroadsforsmall
demands,andbeingbeatenupby
police. Development has not
come toPunjab.Only sandmin-
inglootistakingplacehere. Does
anyaction takeplaceagainst the
sandmafia?Wewill ensure that
themafiawill leave Punjab, not
theyouthofPunjab,”hesaid.
The day beingGuruRavidas

Jayanti,Modi told the gathering
thathehadmadeitapointtovisit
theGuruRavidasVishramDham
MandirinNewDelhiinthemorn-
ing to pay his respects. He said
special arrangements had been
made forGuruRavidasdevotees
visitingVaranasi forhisbirthan-
niversary celebrations. The
ElectionCommissionmovedthe
Punjab elections fromFebruary
14 toFebruary20 toallowdevo-
teestovisitVaranasiandbeableto
casttheirvotesinPunjab.
The Prime Minister ques-

tioned theCongresson the issue
ofKartarpurCorridorandsaidthe
partyhadlostthreeopportunities
tosecurethepieceof landwhere
GuruNanakhadlived. Hesaidthe
first opportunitywas lost at the
timeof Partitionwhen the land
couldhavebeenincludedinIndia.
“In1965,ourArmywasproceed-
ing to plant the Indian flag in
Lahore. If little effort had been
made in 1965, Kartarpurwould
havebeeninIndia,”hesaid.
Hesaidthethirdopportunity

to get Kartarpurwas lost in the
1971warwhenIndiahad90,000
PakistanArmyprisonersofwarin
itscustody.“If thegovernmentin
Delhi had any guts, theywould
havesaidthesesoldierswillbere-
turned only if the land of Guru
Nanakwasgivenback. They lost
three chancesmadeavailable to
them. I got the corridor opened
through diplomatic power and
nowour devotees can visit the
holyplaceandnotjustseeitwith
binoculars,”hesaid.
Referring to the terror attack

onPathankot air base in January
2016andthePulwamaterrorat-
tackof Ferbuary2019,Modicrit-
icisedCongress for “questioning
thebraveryofoursoldiers”.
“WhenPakistaniterroristsat-

tacked Pathankot, the country
was standing united. But
Congress leadersquestionedthe
braveryofourjawans.Theytried
to besmirch the sacrifice of our
braves. On the anniversary of

Pulwama attack, the Congress
people did not stop their ‘paap
leela’.Theyareagaindemanding
proof of our Army’s bravery. I
thankthesoldiersforgivingabe-
fitting answer to silence the
Congressleaders”hesaid.
Hequestionedhowaborder

state like Punjab canbegiven to
“suchpeople”. “Can suchpeople
give you protection? Can they
everworryaboutyou?Iftheyget
anotherchance,thentheywillput
the security of Punjab in jeop-
ardy,”hesaid.
Promising a ‘NawanPunjab,

Nachda Punjab’, Modi said the
poorinIndiareceivedfreerations
during the Covid pandemic
whichbroughtmanycountriesto
theirknees.Healsoreferredtothe
vaccinationcampaignofthegov-
ernment and said free vaccines
hadbeenprovidedwiththeresult
that95percentofthepopulation
hadreceived the firstdosewhile
effortswere also beingmade to
delivertheseconddoserapidly.
StatingthatforBJP,Punjabiyat

issupreme,Modisaidspecialde-
velopment programmeswere
being launched for border areas
likePathankotwhichwillfocuson
infrastructuredevelopment and
setting up of skill development
centres.
“Our opponents only see

Punjabfromtheprismofpolitics
but we see it deeper. Now
Congress leaders speak only
againstModiandBJPinpollcam-
paigns. Because they know
‘aayegitoBJPhee’.Theyareattack-
ingmebecausewe are going to
win, elsewhywould theyabuse
meandBJP.Themoretheyabuse
us, it means you are getting
stronger,”hesaid.
He concludedhis speech by

seekingvotesforBJPanditsallies,
Punjab Lok Congress and SAD
(Samyukt) led by Captain
Amarinder Singh and Sukhdev
SinghDhindsa,respectively.

Karnataka
The college's principal,

Bhaskar Shetty, saidhewas “fol-
lowing the court order”. “There
are 196Muslim students out of
2,326 girl students in the
college,andonly40wereagainst
removing hijabs.Wewill take a
decision aboutmaking alterna-
tivearrangementsforthosewho
refusedtoattendclasseswithout
hijabs,”Shettysaid.
Even as the KarnatakaHigh

Courtcontinuedtohearpetitions
againsttheban,theissueechoed
inthestateassemblywhereitwas
raisedduringZeroHourbyLeader
ofOppositionSiddaramaiah.
TheCongress leadersoughta

clarificationfromtheBJPgovern-
mentonastatementmadebythe
state'sHigherEducationMinister
Dr C N Ashwathnarayan on
TuesdaythattheHighCourt'sre-
strictionswouldnotapplytode-

greecolleges.
Responding in the House,

ChiefMinisterBasavarajBommai
said: “TheHighCourt orderwill
be followed in all colleges. The
HighCourt has said that only in
collegeswhereuniformsarepre-
scribedwillthebanapply.”
Bommaistatedthatasperthe

High Court's interim order of
February 10, the restrictions ap-
plyonlyinpre-universitycolleges
where uniformswithout head-
scarveshavebeenprescribed.
WhencontactedbyTheIndian

Expresstoaskwhystudentswere
notallowedinsidedegreecolleges
inUdupi,Sadhashivaprabhu,ad-
ditionaldeputycommissionerof
thedistrict, said: “Idon'twant to
commentontheissue.”
Officials said the six students

whohadmoved the Karnataka
HighCourt against thehijabban
remained absent from the
Government Pre-University
CollegeforWomeninUdupi.“The
otherMuslimstudentsattended
the college by adhering to the
court'sorder,”saidRudreGowda,
theprincipal.
The23girl studentswhohad

insistedonwearinghijabs at the
Government PU College in
Udupi's Kundapur stayed away
fromclasses,too.
Classesdidnotresumeatthe

otherhotspotinthedistrict,MGM
CollegeinManipal,wheregroups
of students -- thosewearingsaf-
fron shawls andotherswearing
hijabs--hadgatheredtoraiseslo-
gans on campus over the row.
Collegeauthoritiessaidtheyhad
declaredanextraday'sholidayon
Wednesday.
The state government had

shutall colleges fromFebruary9
to cool communal tensionsover
the hijab row. OnWednesday,
therewereminorprotestsoutside
somecollegeswherehijab-wear-
ing studentswere denied entry
with policemen deployed near
campusesatsensitivelocations-
-especiallyinUdupiandMysore
where prohibitory orderswere
enforcedwithin200mofeduca-
tional institutions.
AtDVSCollegeinShivamogga,

hijab-wearingstudentssaidthey
werenotallowedtoappearforin-
ternalexams.“Todaywasourtest,
andwearenot allowed to go in.
Forus,practisingourfaithisasim-
portantaseducationandhijab is
part of our faith,” a student told
reporters.
In Vijayapura, students in

burqaswere not allowed inside
campuses.Similarincidentswere
reportedfromKalaburagi,Yadgir,
Chikmagalur, Vijayapura,Gadag,
Hubballi, Chitradurga andother
partsof thestate.
The faceoff also triggered a

war of words between the
BajrangDalandSDPI,whichisthe
political arm of the radical PFI,
withbothblamingeachother in

press conferencesheld inUdupi
for the escalating tensions over
theissue.
State HomeMinister Araga

Jnanendrawarnedstudents that
theywould face “stern action” if
theHighCourt's interimorder is
notfollowed.“Wehadadopteda
soft approach over these days,
consideringtheyarestudents,but
itwon”tbesoanymore,”hesaid.
In its interimorder, theHigh

Courthadsaidthat“pendingcon-
sideration of all these petitions,
we restrain all the students re-
gardless of their religionor faith
from wearing saffron shawls
(bhagwa) scarfs, hijab, religious
flagsorthe like,withintheclass-
room,until furtherorders”.
It said that theorder “is con-

finedtosuchinstitutionswherein
the College Development
Committeeshaveprescribedthe
studentdresscode/uniform”.

Bappi Lahiri
Aapki Khatir (1977).While “Aao
tumhe chand pe le jaayen”
(Zakhmee) sung by Lata
Mangeshkarwasnoticed, itwas
AshaBhosleandKishoreKumar’s
“Jalta hai jiyamera” that had the
countryswingingtoit.Thencame
“Kabhi alvida na kehna”, the title
songforChalteChalte thatwasto
become the farewell song for
yearstocome,followedbythefun
“Bambaiseaayameradost”.
But Lahiri was yet to hit his

commercial peak. That came in
the’80s.AnditbeganwithLahiri
giving theworld a peek into his
worldof disco through “HariOm
Hari”(PyaaraDushman,1980).He
got singerUshaUthup, the toast
ofTrincas—thefamedrestaurant
and performance venue at
Kolkata's Park Street— to croon
thepiece. The song shot to fame
but disco as a genrewas yet to
breakgroundinthecountry.That
happenedwith the spirited and
electricDiscoDancer(1982).“Iam
a disco dancer” sung by Vijay
Benedictwasarageandremains
etched in thenation’s collective
memory—itcreatedadiscosub-
culturethatwaspreviouslynon-
existent.
Thiswas followed by chart-

topping hits in Namak Halal
(1982) andDanceDance (1987);
there were others like
Himmatwala(1983)andSharaabi
(1983). A part of Amitabh
Bachchan'ssuccessinthe’80scan
be credited to Lahiri and his
uniquesongslike“Dedepyaarde”
and “Ke pag ghunghroo baandh”.
HemadeBhosle attempt disco-
popwith “Jawani jaan-e-man”
and“Raatbaaqi”.Thesesongshad
unique personalities and ex-
tended themselves to the actors
thatportrayed them.Then there
was “Kaliyon ka chaman” (Jyoti,
1981),theLataMangeshkarsong
whichbecamemorefamousasa
remixinthe’90s.

Uthup called Lahiri a “trail-
blazer,trendsetter,andinnovator”
inhervideostatementaboutthe
composer. “All the newsounds,
computing, and programming
began with him. There are so
manyofusmusicianstodaywho
got roti, kapda,makaanbecause
ofhim.Asimplemanwithaheart
ofgold.Ifeelalittlepainedbythe
fact thatwhen hewas alive, he
wasn't appreciated asmuch.He
was a true gamechangerwhose
contributioncanneverbeforgot-
ten,”shesaid.
Playback singer andpop star

Alisha Chinai,who sang exten-
sivelyforLahiri,includingthepop-
ular “Zoobi zoobi” (DanceDance),
“Disco dandiya” (Love Love Love,
1989)and “I amabadgirl” (Guru,
1989),saidthatLahiriwasapath-
breaker, as he, alongwith com-
poser Biddu andNaziaHassan,
brought disco to India. “I was
singing jingles at the time and
Bappidawas looking for a voice
with someWestern sensibility. I
happenedto fit thebill andthere
wasno lookingback. Back in the
day,essentiallyallthesoundtracks
wereaboutprettymelodies.Bappi
dacameandredefinedthemusic
we were hearing. He brought
disco and fused itwithmelody,
whichmadeitinterestinganddif-
ferent,”saidChinai,whorecorded
aBengalisongforLahiriacoupleof
monthsago.
Lahiri’srangealsoextendedto

ghazals,agenrethatrosetopop-
ularity in India in the ’80s. His
composition “Kisi nazar ko”
(Aitbaar, 1985) is still celebrated
forbeingoneof the finestof film
ghazals. Lahiri also enjoyed
singingandoftensangforhimself
aswellasothercomposers.“Yaar
bina chain” (Saaheb, 1985) re-
mains one of hismost popular
ones, apart from “Ooh la la” (The
Dirty Picture, 2011) and “Bambai
nagariya”(Taxino9211,2006),the
latter twocomposedbytheduo,
Vishal-Shekhar.
While the ’80s aren’t consid-

eredthefinestyearsinHindicin-
ema music, Lahiri’s melodies
wereveryinfluential,turninghim
intoapioneerofdiscoinIndia.He
neverpaidmuchattentiontoalle-
gations of plagiarism, or talk
about his flamboyant sartorial
choices.Headoredhis gold jew-
ellery,wore itwith aplomband
couldeatfishcurryeveryday.
Lahiri was the first Indian

composer to make it to the
Grammyjuryin2012.Healsohad
abriefstintinpolitics—hejoined
theBJPin2014andfoughttheLok
Sabhaelectionsbutlost.
Lahiriwillforeverberemem-

bered as the musician who
broughtdiscotothemainstream
inIndia.IfoneweretovisitRussia
andsing“Jimmyjimmy”today,the
replyfromthelocalsmaywellbe
“Aaja aaja”. That’s the impact he
leavesbehind.
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MediaOneban,
languageprotests
in Jharkhand
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

VishnuVarmajoinshostSnigdhaSharma
todiscuss thebanonMalayalamTV
channelMediaOneandwhyithasraised
concernsaboutpress freedominIndia.
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NewDelhi: India and theUnited
ArabEmirates(UAE)arelikelyto
signaComprehensiveEconomic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
on Friday during a virtual sum-
mit between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh
MohamedbinZayedalNahyan,
sources saidonWednesday.
Making an announcement

on the summit, theMinistry of
External Affairs said both lead-
ers are expected to lay out their
visionofthehistoricandfriendly
bilateraltiesatatimewhenIndia
is celebrating 75 years of inde-
pendence and the UAEmarks
50th anniversary of its founda-
tion. ItsaidModiandAlNahyan,
whoisalsothedeputysupreme
commander of the UAE armed
forces, will discuss bilateral co-
operation and exchange views
onissuesofmutualinterest.ENS

India, UAE to
sign trade
pact on Friday
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THE CONGRESS in Karnataka
Wednesday sought the dis-
missal of Rural Development
and Panchayati Rajminister KS
Eshwarappaandtheregistration
ofaseditioncaseagainsthimfor
hisFebruary9remarkthatasaf-
fronHindutvaflagcouldoneday
replace thenational flag.
The Congress Wednesday

movedanadjournmentmotion
in the Assembly over
Eshwarappa’s statement. The
motionwas, however, rejected
bytheSpeakerevenasCongress
legislators protested in thewell
of theHousewith theTricolour.
Lawminister JCMadhuswamy
said the statement does not
amount toanactof sedition.
“The Governor should seek

the resignation of Eshwarappa
fromthegovernmentortheChief
Ministermustdrophimfromthe
Cabinet,” Congress leader in the
HouseSiddaramaiahsaid.
“Howcanamanwhoinsults

the national flag continue as a
minister?NeithertheBJPnorthe
chief minister has condemned
theremarks.ItseemstheBJPand
RSS instigated him,” he said,
addingthatthestatepolicemust
filea suomotuseditioncase.
On February 9, Eshwarappa

had said that the saffron flag (a
symbol of Hindutva) could re-
placethenationalflagontheRed
Fort in the future. He was re-
spondingtoCongress leaderDK
Shivakumar’sclaimthatthesaf-
fron flag replaced the Tricolour
at a government college in
Shivamogga district during
protests against Muslim girls
wearinghijabs tocolleges.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
RamanaWednesdayquestioned
theCentreovervacanciesinvar-
ious tribunals despite the
SupremeCourtnudgingthegov-
ernmenttofillthemupsoonand
saidthe“bureaucracy”seemsto
be“taking it very lightly”.
The benchheaded by the CJI

referredtopetitionspendingbe-
fore it on the issue and told
AttorneyGeneralKKVenugopal,
“We are getting requests for ex-
tension of time for National
Company LawTribunalmatters,
etc....We don't know the fate of
membersandmanyareretiring....
Itisbetterthatwelistthematter.”
It said, “We want to know

whatisyourstand.Lasttimeyou

said some appointments (had)
taken place. After that, nothing
is happening.... Bureaucracy is
taking it very lightly. Better we
hearandpassorders.”
Venugopal said he is ready

evenif thecourtweretolistitfor
Thursday. The court said it will
takeupthematterintwoweeks.
The stand-off between the

top court and the government
over filling up of vacancies in
tribunals has continued ever
since the court came upwith a
law on this, which was struck
downbythecourt lastyear,only
to be revived by the govern-
ment in the formof anewBill a
month later.
The CJI had also flagged this

issue in in August last year, say-
ing:“Theimpressionweareget-
tingisthatbureaucracydoesnot
want the tribunals”.

Cong seeks Karnataka minister
dismissal over ‘saffron flag to
replace Tricolour’ remark

CJI says bureaucracy
taking tribunal vacancies
lightly, questions govt

New Delhi
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A BOARD of three doctors
Wednesday conducted a post-
mortemexamination of Punjab
actor and activist Deep Sidhu's
body at Sonipat's civil hospital.
Thebodywashandedovertohis
familymembersafterwards.
Sidhu,whoshotintolimelight

following the Red Fort violence
duringfarmers'rallyonRepublic
Day last year, was driving a
Mahindra Scorpio that crashed
intothebackofatruckonKundli-
Manesar-Palwal(KMP)highway.
HisfriendReenaRai,whowasac-
companying him fromDelhi to
Punjabatthetime,survived.
Rahul Sharma,

Superintendent of Police
(Sonipat),said,“Ourteamthatin-
spectedthesceneoftheaccident
foundapartiallyconsumedliquor
bottle from the car. It is not yet
knownifSidhuhadconsumedit...
The viscera has been sent for
chemical examination.His fam-
ily has left for Ludhiana, where
theywill perform the last rites.
They alsomet his co-passenger
(Rai)atthehospital”.
“The driver has been identi-

fied andweare in theprocess of
arrestinghim.Wehaveregistered
acaseonchargesofrashandneg-
ligent driving causing death,”
Sharmasaid.Policesaidthetruck
wasmovingatthetimeofthein-

cidentandtherewere25-30me-
trelongskidmarksatthespot,ap-
parently fromSidhu’s car. Police
teams are reconstructing the
sceneandwillsubmitareportto
thedistrictpolicechief.
Police have recovered CCTV

footagefromatollplazaonKMP,
which shows Sidhu's vehicle at
7.15pm."Therewerereportsthat
streetlightsonthehighwaywere
non-functional at the time.We
arecheckingwithHaryanaState
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation (HSI-
IDC)toverifyiftherewasapower
cutintheareaorsomeotherrea-
son,”Sharmasaid.
Asked if therewasapossibil-

ity of foul play, he said,
“Preliminaryinvestigationssofar
indicate itwas a case of an acci-
dent. There does not appear any
foulplay,asofnow.Evenhisfam-
ily has not raised any apprehen-
sionsoffoulplay.Thedriverofthe
truck,oncearrested,willbethor-
oughlyquestioned.”

A day after the farmers'
protestonRepublicDaylastyear,
Delhi Police had registered 25
FIRs against farmunion leaders
and protesters for allegedly
stormingRed Fort and vandalis-
ing property. One of the FIRs
named Sidhu and gangster-
turned-politician Lakhbir
Sidhanaforallegedly"orchestrat-
ing" the incident and "inciting"
farmers.Theywerebookedforri-
oting, criminal conspiracy, at-
tempt tomurder and robbery.
Seniorpoliceofficershadclaimed
that videoclips, postedonsocial
media by protesters, showed
Sidhu addressing the crowd on
therouteof thetractormarch.
Hewasarrestedby theDelhi

Police Special Cell onFebruary9
lastyear.Sidhuwasgrantedbailby
aDelhi court inApril, butwas re-
arrested byDelhi Police Crime
BranchfromTiharJailforallegedly
"damaging" Red Fort, in a case
lodgedon complaint filedby the
ArchaeologicalSurveyofIndia.The
courtgrantedhimbail inthesec-
ondcaseafewdayslater,terming
thesecondarrest"viciousandsin-
ister". Thecourt said it "amounts
to playing fraudwith the estab-
lishedcriminalprocess".
OnWednesday, Delhi Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal
tweeted: “Deeply saddened to
learn about the unfortunate de-
miseofDeepSiddhu.Mysincer-
estcondolencesforhisfamilyand
friends.Godblesshissoul.”

Whereas
Punjab National Bank/ the Authorized Officer/s of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned in the account calling upon the borrower to
repay the amount as mentioned in the account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of said notice(s).
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned
has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of the powers conferred to him under sub-section (4) of Section
13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned in the account.
The borrower’s/ guarantor's/ mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.
The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amounts and interest thereon.

(Authorised Officer)
Punjab National Bank

Date : 16.02.2022
Place : Patna

Name
of the
Branch

Name of the
Account/ Borrower

Name of the
Owner of the
property

Description
of the property mortgaged

Date of
Demand
Notice

Date of
Possession
Notice
Affixed

Amount
outstanding
as on date
of demand
notice

Barh M/s Arun Galla
Bhandar
Prop.: Sri
Radheshyam
Prasad Singh S/O
Late Tripit Narayan
Singh
A/c No.-
0569008700002816

Smt. Ramsakhi
Devi W/O Late
Tripit Narayan
Singh.

EM of Land and Building situated at Mouza-
Bajitpur Chondi, Pragana-Gyaspur, Thana
& Sub Division & Sub Registry Office-Barh,
Sadar Registry Office and Distt-Patna,
Jamindar-Bihar Sarkar,Ward No.-12, Holding
No.-37, Tauzi No.-7838, Thana No.- 59,
Khata No.-154, Khesra No.-620, Area-6.75
Dhur, Vide Deed No.-6593 Dt. 28.08.1995
pertaning to Smt. Ramsakhi Devi, W/O Late

29.09.2021 14.02.2022
Rs.

13,26,457.00
(Rs. Thirteen
lakh twenty six
thousand four
hundred fifty
seven only)

TripitNarayanSingh.BoundedBy:-North-KharidarNoHaza,South-KharidarNoHaza,East-YogeshwarVishwakarma,West-Road.
Barh Sri Md. Mokhtar

Alam S/o Md.
Sardar Ahmed &
Md. Mehtab Alam
S/o Md. Sardar
Ahmed
A/c No.-
056900NC20062126

Md. Mokhtar
Alam S/o Md.
Sardar Ahmed
& Md. Mehtab
Alam S/o Md.
Sardar Ahmed

EM of Land and Building situated at Mouza-
Wazidpur, Thana No.-59, Khata No.-336,
Ward No.3, Tauzi No.-7838, Plot No.-406 &
407, Holding No.-448k/114, Area-6 Decimal,
Vide Sale Deed No.3306 Dt 01.12.2013.
In the Name of Md. Mokhtar Alam S/o Md.
Sardar Ahmed & Md. Mehtab Alam S/o Md.
Sardar Ahmed. Boundry:- N-Pyare Mistry
& others, S-Md. Kamruddin, East-Mustry
Khatoon, W-Rasta.

27.09.2021 14.02.2022
Rs.

8,79,375.00
(Rs. Eight
lakh seventy
nine thousand
three hundred
seventy five

only)

Morcha
Road

M/s Ranjan
Polytubs
Prop.: Sri Om
Prabhat Ranjan S/o
Sri Rajeev Kumar
Ranjan
A/c No.-
1775250000499

Sri Rajeev
Kumar
Ranjan S/o
Chandradev
Prasad

EM of Land and Building situated at Mouza-
Simli Murarpur (North of NH), PO-Jhauganj,
PS-Malsalami, Distt-Patna, Tauzi-Bihar
Sarkar, Thana No.-38, Circle No.-215, Ward
No.-71/54/35/30 under Patna Regional
Development Authority now Patna Municipal
Corporation, Sheet No.-280, Municipal
Survey Plot No.-1959, Sub Registry Office

23.11.2021 15.02.2022
Rs.

31,96,445.07
(Rs. Thirty one
lakh ninety six
thousand four
hundred forty
five and seven
paise only)

Patna City & Sadar Registry Office & Distt.-Patna, Area-06 Dhur 3.25 Dhurki in the name of Sri Rajeev Kumar Ranjan S/o
Chandradev Prasad vide Sale Deed No.-9024 Dated 13.12.2016. Boundary:- N-Sri Lallu Yadav, S-7 Feet Road, E-Sri Arun
Mehta, W-Smt. Shanti Devi.

Morcha
Road

M/s Sakshi
Enterprises
Prop.: Sri Kundan
Kumar Jain S/o Sri
Ravindra Kumar
Jain A/c No.-
2916008700004841

Smt. Rekha
Devi Jain W/o
Sri Ravindra
Kumar Jain

EM of Land and Building situated at
Mohalla-Tathagat Nagar, Patna City, Thana-
Malsalami, Sub Registry Office-Patna City,
Sadar Registry Office and Distt-Patna, Circle
No.-226, Holding No.-33/37(P), Badahu
Holding No.39/31(p), Present Holding No.-
39B/31, Ward No.-71/56/37/32, Sheet No.-
282, Thana Code-471, Municipal Survey Plot
No.-693(P), Volume No.-229, CD No.-46/

29.06.2020 15.02.2022
Rs.

15,91,792.66
(Rs. Fifteen
lakh ninety
one thousand
seven hundred
ninety two and
sixty six paise

only)
year 2011, Pages From-387 to 400, Book No.-1, Area-12 Dhur 9.50 Durki (1.9492 Decimal) Vide Sale Deed No.-17273 Dated
24.06.2011. Pertaining to Smt. Rekha Devi Jain W/o Sri Ravindra Kumar Jain. Boundry:- N-Corporation Gali, Municipal Survey
Plot No.695, S-Koli Badahu, Sri Jaggu Paswan, E-Sri Rajesh Kumar Jaiswal, Part of Said Plot and Koli Badahu Sri Jaggu
Paswan, W-Sri Braj Kishore Jaiswal, Part of Said Plot and Koli.

POSSESSION NOTICE
Possession Notice for Immovable Properties of borrower by the Authorised Officer

(For Immovable property)

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Circle Sastra Patna North: 2nd Floor, Chanakya Tower, R-Block, Patna-800 001

Petronet LNG Limited
Regd. Office: World Trade Centre, Babar Road, Barakhamba

Lane, New Delhi – 110001 Phone: 011-23411411,
Fax: 011- 23472550, CIN: L74899DL1998PLC093073
Email: investors@petronetlng.in, Company’s website:

www.petronetlng.in
PAN: AAACP8148D GST: 07AAACP8148D1ZI

REQUEST TO THE SHAREHOLDERS FOR REGISTRATION/

UPDATION OF EMAIL ADDRESSES

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 110 and other applicable provi-
sions, if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rules made thereun-
der and Regulation 44 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the
Company is conducting a Postal Ballot for obtaining the approval of the
shareholders for appointment of Directors. Petronet LNG Limited has ap-
pointed four Directors as Additional Directors on the Board of the Com-
pany, disclosure of which was made to the Stock Exchanges on 15.01.2022
and 09.02.2022.

Further, pursuant to Regulation 17(1C) of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Reg-
ulations, 2015, approval of Shareholders for appointment of a Director on
the Board is required to be obtained either at the next General Meeting or
within a time period of three months from the date of appointment,
whichever is earlier, therefore the approval of shareholders shall be ob-
tained through the said Postal Ballot within statutory time limit.

In view of the above and pursuant to General Circular nos. 14/2020 dated
April 8, 2020, 17/2020 dated April 13, 2020, 10/2021 dated June 23, 2021
and 20/2021 dated December 8, 2021, issued by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs ("MCA Circulars"), (including any statutory amendment(s), mod-
ification(s), variation(s) or re-enactment(s) thereof for the time being in
force, and as amended from time to time), the company is bound to pro-
vide a process of registration of e-mail addresses of members and state so
in its public notice.

Accordingly, the Company has provided the facility to its Members for reg-
istration/updation of their email addresses in the following manner and
urge them to register/ update their email addresses, so as to timely re-
ceive the Notice of Postal Ballot/ Shareholder’s Meeting and other re-
lated communications:

(a) Members holding shares in dematerialised mode, who have not
registered/updated their email addresses with their Depository
Participants, are requested to register/ update their email addresses
with the Depository Participants with whom they maintain their
demat account. Further, the Company has provided the said facility
to the shareholders through the depositories i.e. National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL) and Central Depository Services (In-
dia) Limited (CDSL) under which respective depositories shall be
sending SMS with a link to the shareholders whose emails are not
registered. The link shall ask shareholders to update their email
address upon verification of OTP.

(b) Members holding shares in physical mode, who have not regis-
tered/ updated their email addresses are requested through this
advertisement to register/ update the same by writing to the
RTA/Company with details of folio number, name and attaching
a self-attested copy of PAN card at investor@bigshareonline.com or
investors@petronetlng.in.

For Petronet LNG Limited
Rajan Kapur

Company Secretary

Place: New Delhi
Date: 16th February 2022

Well Running Sugar Factory And Ethanol Plant For Sale
A Well running Sugar factory and ethanol plant with fully atomization
located in Karnataka state for sale.

Those interested should mail their contact details on this
Mail id: salesugar1@gmail.com

1 Operational Status Running Factory.
2 All Permissions and license State and Central Government.
3 Plant Capacity 4500TCD.Expandable to 800TCD.
4 Power Plant 20 MW.
5 Ethanol plant capacity 75 KLPD with zero liquid discharge.
6 Total Land 166 Acre.
7 Location Benefit All raw material (sugar cane) available

within 35 KM radius.
8 Irrigation Facilities Nearby One perennial river nearby and canal of

one big dam nearby.

DeepSidhu death:
Police say truck driver
identified, arrest soon

DeepSidhu

Gurgaon:Aweekafteraportion
of the sixth floor collapsed at
Chintels Paradiso in Gurgaon’s
sector 109, prompting the gov-
ernment to order structural au-
dits of several societies, the dis-
trictadministrationWednesday
directed residents of NBCC
GreenViewgrouphousingsoci-
ety,constructedbystate-owned
construction firmNBCC in sec-
tor 37-D, to vacate houses by
March1onthegroundsofsafety.
AstructuralauditbyIITDelhi

in October 2021 had declared
the buildings unsafe and asked
residents to vacate within 2
months. The deputy commis-
sionerheldajointmeetingwith
residents and officials of
National Building Construction
Corporation(NBCC)Wednesday.
GurgaonDCNishant Kumar

Yadav, chairman of District
DisasterManagementAuthority,
said that considering safety of
people, 40 families had been
askedtovacatebyMarch1.“NBCC
willbearshiftingcost,incasefam-
ilies donotwish to stay in alter-
nate accommodation suggested
byNBCC,theycanrentaflatasper
convenienceandrentcostwillbe
bornebyNBCC,”hesaid.“Forres-
identswhowant to take refund
for flats, district administration
will order NBCC to refund in a
monthwithlawful interest.”
Residents said theywanteda

legally binding assurance. G
Mohanty, president, association
of apartment owners, NBCC
GreenViewGroupHousing,said,
“We’reapprehensiveNBCCwon’t
easily refundmoney.Weappeal
to administration to obtain a
legallybindingassurance.”ENS

Safety fears:
40 families in
society asked
to vacate

Court summons
five AAP leaders
NewDelhi: ADelhi courtWednesday summoned
AAPleadersSatyendar Jain,Atishi,RaghavChadha,
DurgeshPathakandSaurabhBhardwajinadefama-
tioncomplaintfiledbyaBJPcouncillor,whohasal-
leged that theymade false allegations against the
party’s leadersaheadofMCDelectionsinthecity.
Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate

Ravindra Kumar Pandey summoned the five on
March14. Thecomplainant,ChhailBihariGoswami,
isacouncillor fromNorthMCD'sNarainaward.He
hasallegedthatPathak,incriminalconspiracywith
theothers,heldapressconferenceinwhichhemade
defamatorystatementsclaimingthattherewascor-
ruptionofRs1400croreintheMCD.
Itwasallegedthatothershadmadedefamatory

statementsondifferentdatesandlevelled“falseal-
legationssothattheimageof thecomplainantand
imageof theotherparty leadersmaybe tarnished
andwith solemotive to achievewrongful gain”.
“Delhigovernment...togainpoliticalmileageinup-
comingmunicipal corporation elections, is not re-
leasingconsolidateddue fundsof Rs13,000crores
tothe3corporations ...”hehasalleged.ENS
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A DAY after the death of four
teenagerswhowererunoverby
a train, allegedlywhile clicking
selfiesontherailwaytracknear
BasaiDhankot station, relatives
and family of two of the boys
said theyhadbeen going to the
railway tracks for past 2-3 days
tomakevideosforsocialmedia.
Police said all of themwere

friends and lived close to each
otheratDeviLal colony.All four
of themwereminors, aged 15,
16, and17.

Raja,acousinof the15-year-
old, said the boys had been go-
ingtothetracksatsunsetforthe
past three days to record reels
for their Instagram accounts.
“The security guard at the con-
structionsitenearthetrackstold
us he hadwarned them it was
dangerousasseveral trainspass
through, but they continued to
click photographs and of pass-
ing trains,” said Raja, as he
showed an Instagram video of
his cousin walking on the rail-
way track, with a song playing
in the background. The video
was uploaded on his cousin’s
Instagram account two days

ago.
Anotherminorhaduploaded

apictureofhimselfsittingonthe
track recently.
Mohammad Irshad, a

labourer,whose16-year-oldson
was among the deceased, said
his son got a phone call from a
friendaround4pmandwentto
meethim.
“Iwas asleep at the time.He

was studying in class IX andwe
had given him amobile phone
sinceclasseshadbeengoingon-
lineduetoCovid.Iwasnotaware
that he was so active on social
media or uploadedpictures sit-
ting on railway tracks. All chil-

dren these days use social me-
dia,” said Irshad.
Irshadaddedthathewas in-

formed of the incident by a
neighbour, whose son had also
died.
“Whenmysondidnotreturn

to attend his coaching class, I
tried calling him, but his phone
wasnotreachable.Wekeptlook-
ing for him for an hour before
policecontactedus,”hesaid.
Parvez, thematernal grand-

father of the 15-year-old boy,
said his grandson worked at a
garments shop. “He left at 4pm
yesterday,sayingthathewasgo-
ing out to play. We were not
aware that he was going near
railway tracks,”hesaid.
GovernmentRailwayPolice

(GRP) said a preliminary probe
has found that the boys were
run over by Jan Shatabdi
Express (12066) thatwasgoing
from Sarai Rohilla, Delhi to
Ajmer. “At 5.05 pm, the train
passes fromBasaiDhankot sta-
tion. The four boys had taken a
scooter from one of their rela-
tives and were clicking selfies

on a track when a goods train
arrived and blared its horn. It
seems the boys saw the goods
train andwere about to switch
to another trackwhen the pas-
senger train ran them over. All
fourwerekilledat the spot and
their bodies were mutilated,”
said apolice officer.
Police said they recovered

onlyoneSIMcardfromthespot.
“The incident is so tragic. Four
lives snuffed out… Our entire
lane is in mourning,” added
Irshad. Police said the bodies
werehandedover totheir fami-
lies after the post-mortem on
Wednesday.

Policesaid theyrecovered
onlyoneSIMcardfromthe
spot. Express

DAY AFTER DEATH OF 4

Boys run over by train had been recording videos for social media: Kin

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

AFTER A nearly two-year long
lull, Delhi University’s North
Campus and student hubs sur-
rounding it are back to pulsing
with life as colleges prepare to
open for offline classes from
Thursday.
Walls and street lights have

beenplasteredwithflyersadver-
tisingservicesfor incomingstu-
dents–somePGspromising ‘all
premiumfacilitieswithbudget’
andotherspromising‘luxurious
five star accommodation’; tiffin
services; and IAS coaching cen-
tres.
KamlaNagar, one of the pri-

marycentresofstudentlifenear
North Campus, was buzzing on
Wednesdaywith students and
parentsmilling around looking
forPGsandchecking into them.
At University Girls PG,

Wednesday afternoon was a
busyone,withaconstantstream
of peoplewalking in and some
studentsloadingtheirsuitcases,
bagsandblanketsintotheeleva-
tor tomove into their rooms.
“Around 25 students have

bookedroomsandmovedinto-
dayitself.Beforethis,aroundfive

girls hadmoved in over the last
four days,” said J P Singh, who
runsthePGaccommodation.He
isalsothepresidentof theDelhi
StudentHousingAssociation.
“I have 14 PGs near DU col-

leges, and 70% of the seats are
bookedalready…AlotofPGop-
erators weren’t ready for busi-
ness when the DU notification
was issued and needed to do
renovationwork,soallmightnot
be available right now. Evenwe
needed to dominor work like
carpentrybutpeoplearealready
moving in,”hesaid.
This was reflected in Stanza

Living’s PG located at Kamla
Nagar’sbusiestchowk,whereall
rooms but one were booked

evenasthelastminuteconstruc-
tionworkwasunderway.
“Most of the bookings have

been done online. Colleges are
openingtomorrowbutthecom-
munication we got frommost
studentsisthatthey’replanning
to come by the 25th so the
property will be ready by 21. If
theycomebefore theroomsare
ready,wewillputthemupinal-
ternateaccommodationof ours
tillthen,”saidShivam,residence
captainat themanagedstudent
accommodationprovider,which
has 29 properties at North
Campus.
Manyparentsalsopreferred

comingtothecapitalthemselves
tolookforsuitableaccommoda-

tion for their children, who are
coming to campus for the first
time since they joined the uni-
versity.Afatherofasecond-year
student of Ramjas College said
his wife had arrived a few days
back to “survey” options in the
areabefore theydecidedon the
NiveditaKunjPGonWednesday
and moved their daughter in.
“They show something online,
andinreality,it’ssomethingelse.
The rates are not cheap but we
wantourdaughtertohaveallfa-
cilities, safety and proximity to
thecollege,”hesaid.
At the student hub of Vijay

Nagar, Harish Sharma of Jolly
Properties — one of the promi-
nent broker services in the area
— said most properties are
booked. “I have no properties
available anymore. Queries
startedpouringinfromFebruary
10 and I showed photos and
videosof flatstostudents.There
hasalsobeenaraceamongbro-
kers and four flats have been
bookedthroughme…Onething
is that landlords are notwilling
torentouttothird-yearstudents
since they’ll be completing col-
lege in just three months,” he
said.
With pre-bookings having

startedfromaslongasayearago,

the Seven Sisters PG start-up—
forstudentsfromtheNorthEast
— hasmore than 100 of its 130
bedsbooked.“Todayitself,some
sixstudentshavemovedinsince
morning andwe’re rushing to
make sure that everything is
readyforthem.We’reconstantly
gettingqueriesbutwe’realmost
outof space,there’stoomuchof
arush,”saidSuwodiSuriaBorah,
amemberof the team.
Therushforaccommodation

and the revival of activity in the
area hasmeant better business
forotherswhose livelihoods re-
volvearoundstudentsaswell.
ShawarmaWala, a popular

rolls joint at Kamla Nagar, had
shut down its seating area be-
causebusinesshaddriedupdur-
ing the pandemic but it re-
opened around 25 days ago
anticipating that the university
wouldopen. “Withpeoplecom-
ing to see PGs, we’ve had a lot
more business in the last 3-4
days.Thingsarealreadylooking
better,” theownersaid.
Amar Singh, who has been

riding a rickshaw in the area for
20 years, said the influx of stu-
dentsinthelastweekhasmeant
thathisdailyearningshavegone
up from the low of Rs 250-300
tomore thanRs500.

AtNorthCampusonWednesday,adaybeforeDelhiUniversitystartsofflineclasses forstudents.PraveenKhanna

AtNorthCampus, rushof studentsandparents iskeepingPGaccommodationsbusy

DU is buzzing again

RamjasCollegeclassroomsgettingsanitised.PraveenKhanna

Atthe75thRaisingDayParadeofDelhiPolice.PraveenKhanna

Delhi Police probed
riots fairly and
strictly, says Shah
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

SPEAKING AT the 75th Raising
DayParadeoftheDelhiPoliceon
Wednesday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah congratu-
lated the force for handling the
pandemic and the 2020
NortheastDelhi riotsefficiently.
Shah and Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
releasedaspecialpostagestamp
to commemorate the force’s 75
yearsof serviceontheoccasion.
“The Delhi Police faces diffi-

culties because it serves thena-
tional capital. I haveseenhowit
worked during the pandemic.
From supplying medicines to
taking people to the hospital to
conducting cremations, the po-
lice did a commendable job… I
congratulateDelhiPoliceforthe
role it played during the pan-
demicandtheDelhiriots,partic-
ularlyforfairlyandstrictlyinves-
tigating the riots,”hesaid.
Shahwitnessedtheparadeat

Kingsway Camp, New Delhi,
along with Union Minister
(Communications) Devusinh J
Chauhan.
“DelhiPolicefacesmanychal-

lengesinmaintaininglawandor-
der and ensuring the security of
constitutional authorities, VVIPs
and diplomats. Delhi Police has
transformed itself with the pas-
sage of time andhas faced chal-
lenges successfully. I want the
Commissioner to nowmake a
roadmap for the next five years,
build aperceptionmanagement
cell… They worked very hard
during the riotsandalsoaverted
manyterrorattacks,”saidShah.
Thenewpostagestampcele-

brates the platinum jubilee of
the force by showing a police-
man helping two visually im-
pairedmencross a roadwhile a
PCRvanstandsacrossthestreet.

Asthana also addressed the
gatheringandcongratulatedhis
force for their commendable
work over the past year, espe-
cially during the lockdown. He
felicitated several officers for
theirbraveryandservice.
“Safetyofwomenandvulner-

able sections is our top priority.
Wehaveatargettoraisethepar-
ticipation ofwomenpolice per-
sonnel to one-fourth of the total
strength by the year 2025. Over
79policepersonnellosttheirlives
duringthepandemic.Wewereat
the frontlinewith doctors and
healthcareworkers…Wehave
morethan30digitalplatformsto
cater to different crimes and in-
vestigationmediums.Thepolice
have already cut the PCR call re-
sponse time from 8 to 4 min-
utes…”saidAsthana.
A special medal was dedi-

cated in the memory of head
constable Rattan Lal, who died
duringtheNortheastDelhiriots.
ShahandtheCommissionerpre-
sentedmedals to 62 personnel
fortheirgallantry,distinguished
servicesandmeritoriousservice.
Lal’s wife, Poonam Parik, re-
ceived theGallantrymedal.
Theparadesawdifferentpla-

toonsmarchingtosongssuchas
‘Kadam Kadam Badhaye Ja’ and
‘BadheChalo’.Womenofficerson
cycles,riotpreventionandcyber
cell vehicles, and the K-9 dog
squadwere among other high-
lightsof theparade.

Thestampreleasedonthe
occasion

Some colleges decide to offer
students a more flexible approach

Delhi govt receives 5,500
suggestions for fund
allocation in budget

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

WITHDELHIUniversitysettore-
open today, some colleges have
decided to adopt a flexible sys-
temforfirst-yearstudentswhile
some have decided to give out-
station students a little more
timeto reachDelhi.
While DU had notified that

offlineclasseswouldbeginforall
undergraduate and postgradu-
ateprogrammesonFebruary17,
italsonotifiedthattheexamina-
tions for first-year students —
scheduledtobeginonMarch23
—will be conducted online in
openbookmode.
This means that these stu-

dents would just have 20 days
offlinebeforebreakingforonline
examinations.
Several colleges, such as

MirandaHouse,haveaskedout-
stationstudentsnottopanicand
havedecided tokeep theonline
optionopen for them.
“We are not issuing a notifi-

cation thatwe are adopting the
hybridmodel for first-year stu-
dentsbuthavejusttoldstudents
not to panic and that they will
notmissoutacademicallyif they
don’tarriveoncampus.Wehave
received several requests from
students, especially thosewho
livefaraway.Wearenotpressur-
ingthemsincethereareonly20
days of classes left this semes-
ter,” said principal Bijayalaxmi
Nanda.
On the other hand, Motilal

NehruCollegehasissuedanoti-
fication that the remaining se-
mester for first-year students
will beconductedonline.
Besides, it has given them a

two-hourwindowonFridaysto

visit college “in case anyone
needs to interact with teachers
andwork inoffice/library”.
RajdhaniCollegehadalso is-

sued a similar notification
Tuesday but withdrew it
Wednesdaywith a fresh notifi-
cationthatsaid,“Keepinginview
thehugerequestsofthestudents
of thefirstyearforonlineclasses
and reviewed decision taken in
the emergent meeting… all
classes includingIyear, I semes-
terwillbeheldinofflinewithef-
fect from17.02.2022.”
Some colleges have offered

flexibility in a different way.
DaulatRamCollegeisgiving“re-
location time” of aweek toout-
station students and offline
classeswill startonFebruary23
instead of this week. Online
teaching-learningwill be sus-
pendedfromFebruary17to22to
givestudentstimetoreachDelhi.

Khalid Saifi to court: Prosecution
trying to communalise riots case
EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

FOUNDEROFtheUnitedAgainst
Hatecampaign,KhalidSaifi,who
isaccusedinaUAPAcaseincon-
nectionwiththeNortheastDelhi
riots, told aDelhi court through
his lawyer that the prosecution
is attempting to communalise
thenarrative.
Appearing on behalf of Saifi

beforeAdditionalSessionsJudge
AmitabhRawat,thesubmissions
forbailweremadebyseniorad-
vocate Rebecca John. The court
will pronounce its order on the
bail arguments after her rebut-
tals to the prosecution’s argu-
mentsarecomplete.
On allegations that Saifi at-

tendedaprotestatJantarMantar,
John said, “JantarMantarwas a
protest site opened for public,

nothing secretive about it. Since
time immemorial, people have
gonetheretoairtheirgrievances.”
Regarding the prosecution’s

claims that Saifi met Umar
Khalid, John said there was no
evidence, and on allegations of
Saifi having addressed ameet-
ing, John said, “Assume that’s
true, even then that’s not evi-
dence of any robust kindwhich
can corroborate their story of
conspiracy.”
Johnreadoutmessagesfrom

aWhatsAppgroupcalledDPSG,
wherein participants hadmen-
tionedhow they should protest
outside theCM’s office overpo-
lice inaction. “Howthis incrimi-
natesmebeatsmyreasoningor
imagination.Iownthemessage.
Themessage only says that the
policehavenotbeenabletocon-
trolriotsandthereshouldbeac-
countability.Evenif Ihaveasked

the CM to hold a press confer-
ence, that’s withinmy rights as
an Indiancitizen,” Johnargued.
Rejecting the argument that

the protest was communal, not
organic, and that it was a con-
spiracyofsilence,Johnsaid,“The
protest was not communal ex-
cept that thepersonswhowere
againsttheBillbelongedtoapar-
ticular community.”
Johnstatedthattheprosecu-

tor was selectively reading
WhatsApp chats: “Either you
readittogetherordon’t.ButIob-
ject to the attemptmadeby the
prosecution to take out mes-
sages in isolation. In the same
chat, there aremessages about
Delhi Police and paramilitary
forces attacking peaceful pro-
testers.Why is the prosecution
attemptingtocommunalisethe
narrative?Don’tlaythenarrative
ononecommunity...”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

USING SCHOOL buildings for
adult education programmes,
starting mohalla libraries and
holding entrepreneur-investor
conclaves and programs for
smallbusinessesareamongthe
suggestions that the Delhi gov-
ernment has received for the
2022-23budget.
The government had asked

people to send ideas for theup-
coming budget and received
5,500suggestions.
Accordingtogovernmentof-

ficials, among the ideas was a
conclave for small businesses,
along the lines of its Business
Blastersprogrammeforgovern-
ment school children, where

they pitched their ideas to in-
vestors.
Officialsalsosaidthatseveral

suggestionshavebeen received
forpopularisationofelectricve-
hicles,whichhavebeenamajor
focusof theAAPgovernment.
“A resident has called for a

policytomandateelectricvehi-
cles for porters and couriers.
Theysaythatportersandtrans-
porters work at a large scale
fromwholesaletoretailmarkets
andsuchasystemcouldbecov-
eredbyEVseasily.Similarly,an-
other resident has called for
cheaper parking for EVs. A
young student has suggested
that e-bikes be promoted by
putting up e-bike rental points
near educational institutes and
crowded colonies,” the official
said.

DUstudents
challenge
reopening,
HCsaystime
toopen
New Delhi: The Delhi
High CourtWednesday
declinedtointerferewith
Delhi University’s deci-
sion to hold examina-
tionsfortheevensemes-
terinphysicalmodefrom
May2022,andaskedthe
varsity to inform it
whether hybrid classes
wouldcontinueafter the
physical reopening. Four
studentshavechallenged
the orders issued by DU
for the resumption of
physical classes and the
decisiontoholdexamsin
physicalmodefromMay.

DelhiHC
dismisses
Ansals’
applications
New Delhi: Stating that
Sushil and Gopal Ansal
havebeenconvictedinan
“extremely serious of-
fence” that can “shake
the confidence” of the
public in the judicial sys-
tem,theDelhiHighCourt
Wednesday refused to
suspend the seven-year
jail sentence of the real
estate barons in the evi-
dence tampering case in
connectionwiththe1997
Uphaarcinemafire.

Vaccination
picksuppace
NewDelhi: The Covid-19
vaccinationdriveinDelhi
haspickeduppaceagain
over the last tendaysbut
precaution doses (third
doseorboosterdose)ac-
counted for less than 8
per cent of all doses, ac-
cording to data from the
CoWINportal.Morethan
91,000 doses were ad-
ministered on average
overthelasttwodays,up
fromthedailyaverageof
89,800 doses last week,
barring the weekend
when only 12,800 doses
wereadministered.ENS
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Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,306 14,901
ICU BEDS 4,462 4,266

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL

VACCINATIONS IN
LAST24HOURS
89,670

NOIDA
Feb15 Feb16

Cases 70 78
Deaths 0 0
GURGAON
Cases 337 217
Deaths 2 0

PATIENTS INHOSPITAL: 419
OXYGENSUPPORT 96
VENTILATORSUPPORT 38

DELHI: TOTAL
CASES
18,53,428

Cases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Feb15 756 830 5 49,792
Feb16 766 901 5 56,112
Total 3,197* 18,24,145 26,086 3,57,75,643
*Total active cases inDelhi

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,FEBRUARY17,2022

5 DECISION 2022
U T T A R P R A D E S H ● U T T A R A K H A N D ● P U N J A B ● G O A ● M A N I P U R

& R E G I O NP O L I T I C S

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY16

THEHEARTofUttarPradesh,and
oneof itsmajor industrial hubs,
Kanpur had voted overwhelm-
ingly for the BJP in the 2017
Assembly and 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, evenputtingbehind it
thesetbacksofdemonetisation.In
anacknowledgmentof Kanpur's
importance,theBJPhadmadetwo
of its sevenMLAs,whohadwon
fromKanpur’s 10 seats, Cabinet
ministers.Hopingtorepeatitsper-
formanceintheFebruary20polls,
theBJPistalkingofdevelopment,
andwishing that the anger over
unemployment would not
swampit.
The Cabinet Minister for

Infrastructure and Industrial
Development,SatishMahana,an

MLA from Kanpur since 1991,
who is trying towin his eighth
Assembly election, is the star
campaigner across the district.
In nukkad meetings, he talks
about the recently inaugurated
firststretchoftheMetroRail(for
which the Samajwadi Party too
takes credit) and the “24-hour
electricity supply”.
“Before2017,whenitwasnot

our government, peoplewould
nevergetpower.Now, thereare
no power cuts. Everyone gains
fromit,”hesayscampaigningin
theKanpurCantonmentseat.
Not “everyone”, says the SP,

whichhasbeentryingtohighlight
the rulingBJP’s “bias” towards a
casteandreligion.Theregioncon-
tinues to talkabout the2020en-
counter inwhichgangsterVikas
Dubeywaskilledalongwithseven
others, and how their family

memberswere“mistreated”.The
YogiAdityanathgovernmenthas
often faced allegations of a pro-
Thakurbias,alienatingotherinflu-
entialuppercasteofBrahmins.
Trying to cash in on this, the

Congress has fielded the sister-
in-law of one of Dubey’s aides
killedintheencounter, fromthe
Kalyanpurseat.
Others see in the choice of

candidates a sign that the BJP
will not do a 2017 repeat in
Kanpur. For example, take
Ghatampur,whichthepartyleft
forallyApnaDalafterreportedly
failing to find a replacement for
itssittingMLA,KamalRani,who
died of Covid. The SP candidate
is turncoatBJPsittingMLAfrom
Bilhaur,BhagwatiPrasadSagar.
While Kanpurwas once re-

gardedasaCongressstronghold,
the fight is now largely between

theBJPandSP.
SaysIrfanSolanki, theSPcan-

didate from Sishamau, “Public
wasfooledduringdemonitisation
butnotthistime.Covidhastaken
awayemployment,farmershave

notforgottenhowtheBJPtreated
them. The public has also seen
howtheBJPwants tocreateadi-
vide betweenHindus,Muslims.
The rise in electricity bills, they
wouldhavetoanswerforallthat.”
At her roadshow on

Wednesday, Congress leader
PriyankaGandhiVadraalsotalked
aboutdemonetisationand itsef-
fectonKanpur’sleatherindustry.
Denyingtheallegationsofthe

BJP destroying the economy,
Mahana says, “The SP could not
bring a singlemajor industry to
Kanpur. But I am happy I have
been able to shift thediscussion
fromcaste-basedpoliticstoindus-
trialisationandemployment.We
aredevelopingleatherclusters,an
industrial freightcorridor.”
Themaincontests:
MAHARAJPUR: Formed af-

terdelimitation in2009, theseat

was won by the BJP’s Satish
Mahanainboth2012and2017.He
is up against the SP’s Sikh Fateh
Bahadur, 36, who caught the
state’seyewhenheheldaprotest
against rising unemployment
outsideMahana’shouselastyear
andwasarrested.
BILHAUR(RESERVED):The

largelyruralconstituencywitha
dominant population of
ScheduledCastes andOBCswas
wonbytheBJP’sBhagwatiPrasad
Sagarin2017.However,theSPre-
mains a formidable force here,
having won the seat in 2012.
Now, its hands are further
strengthened due to Sagar’s de-
fectionto it. TheBJPcandidate is
RahulBacchaSonkar.
KALYANPUR:A seat domi-

natedbyOBCs,ithasbeenastrong
seatof theBJP.Party leaderPrem
LataKatiyarhadwonitfourtimes

till 2012 before the SP’s Satish
Nigam defeated her. In 2017,
Katiyar’sdaughterNilimaKatiyar
wrestedbacktheseat for theBJP.
This time,NilimaandNigamare
pittedagainsteachother.
SISHAMAU: A Muslim-

dominatedseat,Sishamauvoted
for the SP in 2017 – the only
otherseatapartfromAryanagar
that it won in Kanpur. The SP's
candidate is Irfan Solanki, who
won the seat in 2012 aswell as
2017.TheBJPcandidateisformer
AryanagarMLASalilVishnoi.
KANPUR CANTONMENT:

Thiswastheonlyseatwonbythe
CongressinKanpuraswellassur-
rounding regions in 2017. The
party has again fielded thewin-
ningleader,SuhailAnsari.TheBJP
has fieldedRaghunandan Singh
Bhadauria,whohadwonKanpur
Cantonmentin2012.

MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
&DIVYAA
DERABABANANAK,SARAI
AMANATKHAN(TARNTARAN),
FEBRUARY16

IT IS an unlikely place to wash
yourcarbuttwoyoungmenare
busy doing that at the deserted
railway platform of Dera Baba
Nanak. The almost defunct rail-
way station, the last one before
the Pakistan border here, is be-
ing put to good use by the two
youthwho come from families
with different political ideolo-
gies but nowunited behind the
AamAadmiParty.
Families of Karanbir Singh,

24,andPrinceKumar,27,aretra-
ditional supporters of the Akali
Dal and Congress, respectively.

PrinceKumar is doing anMA in
Englishwhile Karanbir holds a
Diploma aswell as a Bachelor’s
degree inPhysicalEducation.
Like them, across the con-

stituencies of Raja Sansi, Ajnala,
Fatehgarh Churian, Dera Baba
NanakandGurdaspur,all falling
inborderdistricts,votersfortra-
ditional parties of Punjab say
they are now going to vote for
AAP.As forconcernsaroundthe
border,raisedbytheBJPandally
AmarinderSingh,theycallthem
“political stunts”.
Sarai Amanat Khan in Tarn

Taran is located just a few kilo-
metres short of the border.
Sitting around on cots, sipping
tea,villagerssayeverymanthere
waspartof thefarmers'protests
atDelhiborders.“Theykeptsay-
ingweareseparatists,politically

motivated,but thefact isweleft
our farms to takepart in the ag-
itation,” saysavillager.
“Bill to vaapas le liye hain par

Modiman seutar gayahai (They
may have taken back the laws,
but we have turned against
Modi),” says Baljit Singh
Cheema, on the PrimeMinister
andtheBJP’s chances.
But if there is anger against

theBJPoverthefarmlaws,there
is similar despair at the
Congress's“corruptionandlazi-
ness”.“Noworkgetsdone,there
isnosystem.Weneithergetpen-
sion, nor ration,” says awoman
serving the group tea. The in-
cumbent MLA here is the
Congress’sDharambirAgnihotri.
SaysSukhnamGill,whoruns

agroceryshop, “Iameligible for
rations but can’t get Aadhaar

madewithoutabribe,myneigh-
bourisbedriddenandcan’tgoto
collect her pension, we have a
dispensary but no doctors, we
have a school but no teachers.
Wehaveeverythingbutno sys-
tem...AAP ispromisingthat;we

want togive themachance”.
About the shrill concerns

raised by the BJP and ally
AmarinderSinghoverdronesbe-
ingusedtodropdrugsandarms
fromacrosstheIndo-Pakborder,
Gurbachan Singh dismisses

those.“IhaveservedintheArmy
in insurgency areas. There is so
muchBSFdeploymentinPunjab
alongtheborder,thereisfencing,
andyetdrugsandarmsarecom-
ingfromPakistan!Whynotfrom
across the border in Rajasthan,
Gujarator J&K?”
Gurbachanadds:“Theissues

forushere intheborderbeltare
padhaiaurdawai(educationand
health). Both are non-existent.
Why does the Captain not talk
about them?Heand theBJPare
out touse the security threat is-
sue tocreateavotebank.”
He isnot saying there areno

drones,headds.“Iamsayingitis
aploytocreatefearbypoliticians
byoverplaying the threat.”
A few kilometres down the

roadtoGurdaspurliesthevillage
of Agwan, home to Indira

Gandhi’sassassinSatwantSingh.
Amemorialgurdwaraiscoming
upontheroadsidewithashrine
of sortstothethreekillersof the
former PM – Satwant Singh,
Beant Singh and Kehar Singh.
Jagir Singh, who is passing by,
sayswearewerejusthonouring
“ourmartyrs”.“Thathasnothing
to do with Khalistan. It (Indira
Gandhi’s killing)was a reaction
to the 1984 riots.We are living
peacefullynow.”
ForCongresssupporters, the

situationisabitperplexingsince
many admit that development
workhasbeendoneinmanyvil-
lages here. The sameholds true
forthevillagesandtownsfalling
under Dera Baba Nanak con-
stituency, represented by
Deputy Chief Minister with
Home portfolio, Sukhjinder

SinghRandhawa.He is credited
withhavingensuredcivicworks
in his constituency, yet he has a
fight on his hands against both
theAkali andAAPcandidates.
Prince and Karambir, the

friends cleaning cars, say one
reason is the unfettered sale of
illicit liquor in the area, seen as
happeningwith the patronage
of localCongress leaders.
Unemployment is another

major factor. “Kee laggange?
(What jobcanweget)?Security
guard?Wewill have towork in
factories in Jalandhar. Our
friends work in shops for Rs
5,000-6,000.AAPhasdonewell
inDelhi, theywilldosomething
here, we hope. There is a secret
vote for them,” saysKarambir.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

FriendsKaranbirandPrince inDeraBabaNanak.Express

POLL PRAYERS

(Clockwise fromtop)PMNarendraModiperformsaartiat
theRavidas temple inNewDelhi;UttarPradeshCMYogi
Adityanath,PunjabCMCharanjitSinghChanni,andsenior
Congress leadersRahulGandhiandPriyankaGandhiVadra
at theRavidas temple inVaranasi tomarkRavidas Jayanti,
onWednesday.AnandSinghandPTI

I Hereby
Declare

Ballotin

OKRAMIBOBI
SINGH
ex-CM,
Congress
candidate
fromThoubal,
Manipur

TOTALASSETS:
Self: `1.8 crore
Wife: `1crore

MOVABLEASSETS:
Self: `90.7 lakh
(includes a9mm
pistol)

IMMOVABLEASSETS :
Self: `98 lakh
LOANSFROMBANKS:
`27 lakh
CRIMINALCASES:4
(pending)

SOURCESOF
EARNING:Nil

HAJIIRFAN
SOLANKI,
SP, Sishamau
(Kanpur)

TOTALASSETS
`9.63crore
MOVABLEASSETS
Self:`39.25 lakh
(includesarifleanda
revolver)
Wife:`8,28 lakh
IMMOVABLEASSETS
Self:`8.64crore
Wife:`52 lakh
CRIMINALCASES:3
SOURCESOFEARNING:
Self:MLAsalary&
leather factory
Wife:Trading
EDUCATION:
Intermediate

NEELKANTH
TIWARI,
BJP,Varanasi
South

TOTALASSETS
`1.62crore
MOVABLEASSETS
Self:`65.31 lakh
Wife:`4.77 lakh
Children(2):`2.76 lakh
IMMOVABLEASSETS
Self: `90 lakh
CRIMINALCASE:1
SOURCEOFEARNING:
MoSsalary
EDUCATION:PhD(2003)

2017RESULTS
Bilhaur (BJP) 42%
Bithoor(BJP) 49%
Kalyanpur(BJP) 48%
GovindNagar (BJP) 60%
KidwaiNagar (BJP) 54%
Maharajpur (BJP) 56%
Ghatampur(BJP) 49%
Sisamau(SP) 47%
Aryanagar (SP) 48%
KanpurCantt (Cong) 46%

In Kanpur, swept by BJP last time, Opp banks on demonetisation, job losses

LALMANIVERMA
ETAWAH,AURAIYA, JALAUN,
HAMIRPUR,MAHOBA,FEB16

INTHEYogiAdityanathgovern-
ment’s development narrative,
the Bundelkhand Expressway
holdsspecialplace,forbeingthe
first expressway project to be
conceptualised and rolled out
under it. For the backward re-
gion, it comeswith thepromise
of not just a four-lane road but
alsoadefencecorridor.
However,withalmost86%of

thework done, there is no spe-
cial enthusiasm among villages
alongtheexpressway,whichare
waiting for the benefits to first
reach them.
There is bigger appreciation

fortheAdityanathgovernment’s
crackdownoncriminals,particu-
larlydemolitionof theirproper-
ties–earning theChiefMinister
thetitleof“bulldozerwalebaba”.
However, the praise for the

improvedlawandorderrunsup
againstaprobleminvillageafter
village here: the stray cattle
menace,destroyingcrops. Inthe
absenceof jobs,familiesdepend
on farming fora living.
Thesevendistrictstouchedby

the 296-km expressway –
Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba,
Hamirpur, Jalaun, Auraiya and
Etawah–have19Assemblyseats.
The BJP hadwon18 last time in
this area considered abastionof
theSamajwadiParty.TheSPhad
ended upwith only the Yadav-
dominatedJaswantnagar.
Thisshowedahugeswingfor

the BJP from2012,when the SP
hadwonnineseats, theBSPand
Congress four each, and the BJP
only two.
At Takha village in

Jaswantnagar, where five-term
MLAandMulayamSinghYadav’s
brother Shivpal Singh Yadav is
contesting on the SP symbol,
farmer Ajeet Singh Yadav says
they gave land for the express-
way but got hardly any benefits
bar compensation (the amount
varies district to district). “The
contractorsarefromoutsideand
they refuse to hire locals,” Ajeet
complains.
Mohd Anees says that with

noexitsorentryroadstotheex-
presswayatTakha, for themthe
roadhasnomeaning.Theycould
not even put up temporary
shops catering to travellers,
Anees, a farmer, says.
However, Anees’s bigger

hope is that an SP government
would get them relief from the
straycattle,whosenumbershave
beenrisingsincetheBJPgovern-
ment put curbs on slaughter.
“OncetheSPcomesback,wewill
getreliefwithin10days,”hesays.
Farm labourers Lallan Khan

andRajendraKumarwerehired
byMohammadShabbir toerect
a fence around his 2 bigha land
tokeepoutthecattle,adayafter
theydestroyedhiswheat fields.
While Khan and Kumar say

theysoughtworkattheexpress-
way but couldn’t get it, Shabbir
regretsthathegave15bighasfor
theproject,onlytoseeitpassthe
villageby.“TheBJPhasneglected
usbecause this is thehomedis-
trictof AkhileshYadav.”
Lalpura village in the same

constituency, dominated by
Kumhars(OBCs),hadvotedforthe
BJP in 2017. However, the shine
has worn off, says Rakesh
Prajapati, anArts graduatewho
runsagroceryshop.Theexpress-

way can only helpwhen indus-
triesfollow,whilehehasnoteven
heard of the defence corridor,
Prajapatisays.
PremChand, who gave 4.75

bighasfortheexpressway,isalso
worriedaboutjobs.“TheSPgov-
ernmenttookbribesbutat least
gavework. TheBJPgovernment
calls itself honest but we keep
seeing examinations get can-
celledbecausequestionspapers
were leaked.”
Prajapati says it is unclear if

the gains on law and order and
thefreerationssinceCovid,pop-
ular across castes and commu-
nities, will help the BJP offset
this. Whatmight play a bigger
role,hesays,iscaste.“Non-Yadav
OBCs are supporting the BJP to
counter theunityof Yadavs and
Muslimsbehind theSP.”
Theareaisdominatedlargely

by OBCs, including Shakyas,
Lodh Rajputs and Yadavs, apart
fromDalits.
In Hirapur village in

DibiyapurseatinAuraiyadistrict,
where Yadavs areminimal, this
divideisapparent.MahtabSingh
Rajpoot, a firmAdityanath sup-
porterandapeafarmer,saysthey
have no problemof either stray
cattle or criminals “because the
villagehasnoYadavs”.
Prempal SinghKushwaha in

Narchha village in Orai (SC-re-
served)sayswomenarenowsafer
and toilets have reached every
household.However,Kushwaha’s
primaryconcerntooisjobs,apart
fromtheregion’sperennialwater
scarcity. A pipeline fromBetwa
riverendsoutsidethevillage,and
connectivityisexpectednowonly
aftertheelections.
SP spokesperson Rajendra

Choudhary says the lack of jobs
is haunting the BJP. “Its govern-
ment copied the concept of
AkhileshYadav’sLucknow-Agra
expresswaybutcouldnotcreate
employment.”
StateBJP spokespersonAlok

K Verma says previous govern-
ments only “exploited”
Bundelkhand region and that
change was round the corner.
“When connectivity improves
through the Bundelkhand
Expressway, industriesandjobs
will come.”

Etawah
Auraiya

Hamirpur

Mahoba

Jalaun

Bundelkhand
expressway

AlongBundelkhandE-way,
waiting for jobs tocome
by, tacklingstraycattle

VillagersinRathassembly
seat,Hamirpurdistrict

Punjab border seats veer towards AAP, say don’t talk drones, talk jobs

EC notice to
BJP MLA for
threatening
voters in UP
New Delhi: The EC on
Wednesday issued ano-
tice to TelanganaMLA T
Raja Singh for allegedly
threatening to run bull-
dozers over those who
donot vote for theBJP in
theUPelections.Thepoll
bodyhas asked theMLA
toprovideanexplanation
within 24 hours onwhy
action should not be ini-
tiatedagainsthim. Inthe
notice, the EC has relied
upon a video clip by
Singhbeingcirculatedon
socialmediaplatforms.
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UTTARPRADESH

Feb7 Feb16

2,403

Deaths 23,414
DeathsToday 10
Cases

PUNJAB

Feb7 Feb16

634

Deaths 17,635
DeathsToday 12
Cases

UTTARAKHAND

Feb7 Feb16

Deaths 7,664
DeathsToday 4
Cases

GOA

Feb7 Feb16

Deaths 3,782
DeathsToday 5
Cases

MANIPUR

Feb7 Feb16

Deaths 2,088
DeathsToday 2
Cases
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GOVT&POLITICS6
DELHICONFIDENTIAL

FOCUS PUNJAB
WHILECONGRESSleadersclaimthatthepartycouldemerge
asthesingle largest inbothUttarakhandandGoa, it isPunjab
whichisworryingtheleadershipnoend.Leaderssaythefeed-
backfromthegroundisnotatalloptimistic.Thepartyhasnow
decided to carpet bomb its leaders in Punjab for the last two
daysofcampaigning.BothRahulGandhiandPriyankaGandhi
Vadrawill be in the state on Thursday.While Rahulwill ad-
dressmeetingsinFatehgarhSahib,PriyankawillbeinLudhiana
andPathankot.TheCongressisalsonowfocusingallitsattack
onAamAadmiPartyas it feels theAAPissurgingahead.

OFFICE, OFFICE
WORKINGHOURSingovernmentoffices inDelhiare from9
amto5.30pm,witha30-minutelunchbreakfrom1pm.The
National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT),whichhasasprawling, leafycampusinsouthDelhi,
is no exception. However, post noon, deserted office corri-
dors and empty cabins are a common sight, as employees
soak in thewinter sun, much beyond the stipulated lunch
hours. This compelled the NCERT administration to issue a
circularonWednesday,remindingofficialsthattheirconduct
wasagainstCentralCivil Service (Conduct)Rules1964.

BACK IN BUSINESS
INDIA'SFLAGSHIPdefence industryexhibitionDefExpowill
takeplace inGandhinagarnextmonth.Till a fewweeksago,
therewas a questionmark about it, as the Omicron variant
wasragingacrossthecountry.Ascasesebb,officialsarenow
saying that thiswill be among the largest defence industry
eventsintheworldinthebeginningof theyear.Lastyear,the
Aero Showwas also among the first global shows thatwas
held immediatelyafteranotherwave, theysaid.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JANUARY16

INDIAWEDNESDAYsaid itwas
workingtoarrangemoreflights
to get its nationals out of
Ukraine amid that country’s
tensions with Russia. The
Ministryof ExternalAffairsalso
set up a control room to assist
Indians inUkraine.
New Delhi's move came a

dayafter the IndianEmbassy in
Kyiv issued an advisory asking
citizens to leave.Manyworried
students and parents then
reachedout to thegovernment,
seeking help in getting flights
from the country.
Meanwhile, Russia has an-

nounced the end of its Crimea
militarydrills,newsagencyAFP
reported Wednesday. NATO,
however, is yet to confirm re-
ports of a Russian pullback
from theUkrainian border.
The Indian embassy in Kyiv

said it is planning to get more
flights introduced from the
eastern European nation, ac-
knowledging that it has been

receiving calls on their non-
availability. The embassy has
also set up a 24-hour helpline
for Indians.
“The embassy of India has

been receiving several appeals
aboutnon-availabilityof flights
fromUkraineto India. Inthis re-
gard, students are advised not
to resort to panic, but book the
earliest available and conven-
ient flights to travel to India,” it
said in a statement.
It said Ukrainian

International Airlines, Air
Arabia, Fly Dubai and Qatar
Airways are currently operat-
ing flights fromUkraine.

“Tomeet the additional de-
mand, more flights are being
planned in the near future, in-
cluding from Ukrainian
InternationalAirlines,Air India,
etc. Details on the samewould
be shared by (the) Embassy as
andwhenconfirmed,” theem-
bassy said.
The MEA said its control

roomwill provide information
and assistance to citizens.
The contact details of the

control room inDelhi are:
Phone +91 11 23012113, +91

11 23014104, +91 11 23017905
and1800118797(tollfree).Email:
situationroom@mea.gov.in.

The contact details of the
helpline in the Indianembassy
inUkraine are:
Phone: +380 997300428,

+380 997300483, Email:
cons1.kyiv@mea.gov.in.
Officialsourcessaidthegov-

ernment isexploringthepossi-
bility of increasing thenumber
of flights between India and
Ukraine to facilitate the return
of Indians from that country.
Discussions are underway

with civil aviation authorities
andmultipleairlinesonhowto
increase the number of flights
betweenIndiaandUkraine, the
sources said.
There are about 20,000

Indianstudents inUkraineand
manyof themstudy inmedical
colleges—somenearUkraine-
Russia border towns aswell.
The embassy Tuesday ad-

vised Indiancitizens, especially
the students, to temporarily
leave that country in view of
theuncertaintiesof thecurrent
situation.
It also asked Indian nation-

als to avoid all non-essential
travel to andwithinUkraine.

Gangster-turned-politician
Dhananjay files nomination
from Malhani on JDU ticket
MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,FEBRUARY16

AFTER PLAYING hide-and-seek
withtheUPpoliceforayearover
hisallegedrole in themurderof
formerMaublockpramukhAjit
Singh in Lucknow in January 6
lastyear,gangster-turned-politi-
cian Dhananjay Singh on
Wednesdayfiledhisnomination
fromtheMalhaniAssemblyseat
in Jaunpur on the Janata Dal
(United) ticket.
AfterfindingDhananjay’sal-

leged involvement in Ajitmur-
dercase,theLucknowpolicehad
obtained an arrest warrant
againsthiminFebruarylastyear.
Adayafterpoliceannounced

a rewardof Rs25,000 forhis ar-
rest in March last year,
Dhananjay surrendered in an
Allahabad court in a 2017 case
lodged against him in Jaunpur

andwent to jail. The Lucknow
policehadthennotfiledthewar-
rantagainsthimin thecourt.
Aftercomingoutofthejailon

bail after 25 days, Dhananjay
helped his wife Srikala Reddy
win Zila Panchayat president
election from Jaunpur. In July, a
Lucknow court declared him a
proclaimedabsconder.
OnJanuary6,SamajwadiParty

presidentAkhileshYadavshareda
purportedvideoofDhananjay in
whichhewasseenplayingcricket
amidmanypeople.Takingadigat
ChiefMinister Yogi Adityanath,
Akhilesh tweeted, “BJP’swork:
Criminalsroamfree.Babaji,make
alistof thetoptenofyourclosest
mafiaandthenmakeateam.Like
the IPL,youshouldstartan 'MBL'
meaning 'Mafia BJP league'. The
city police chief has already laid
out the pitch for him, and he is
the captain. This completes
theeleven.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

THETOTALfoodgrainsproduction
in thecountry ispegged to reach
anall-time recordhighof 316.06
million tonnesasper theSecond
AdvanceEstimatesofproduction
ofmajorcropsfortheagricultural
year 2021-22, released by the
Ministry of Agriculture and
FarmersWelfareonWednesday.
The estimated foodgrains

production for agricultural year
2021-22 (July-June) is 1.71 per
cent higher than 310.74million
tonnesrecordedin2020-21and
thetargetsetforthecurrentyear,
show the estimates. It shows
thatwheatproductionisalsoex-
pected to reach at the highest
ever level of 111.32 million
tonnesduring2021-22,whichis
1.58percenthigherthan109.59
million tonnes during the last
year.Thetotalproductionofrice
(kharif and rabi both) is also ex-
pected to reach an all-time
record high of 127.93 million
tonnes, which is 2.86 per cent

higher than the last year’s rice
outputof124.37milliontonnes.
In2021-22, theproductionof

9oilseeds–groundnut,castorseed,
sesamum, nigerseed, soyabean,
sunflower, rapeseed&mustard,
linseed and safflower– is esti-
matedtoat371.47milliontonnes,
whichis3.34percenthigherthan
359.46million tonnes recorded
duringthelastyear.
Therabioilseedproductionis

expectedtoreach133.32million
tonnesinthecurrentyear,which
is 9.06 per cent higher than the
lastyear’sfigureof122.24million
tonnes. The production of rape-
seed & mustard, which is the
main rabi oilseed crop, is ex-
pectedtoreachatarecordlevelof
114.59milliontonnes–12.24per
centhigherthanlastyear’sfigure
of102.10milliontonnes.
Theincreaseinrapeseedand

mustard production is signifi-
cant because the edible oil
prices, particularlymustard oil
prices, have soared to a record
high in recent months.
According to the data available
ontheMinistry’website,on16th

February,2022, theall-Indiaav-
erage retail price of groundnut
oilwasreportedatRs179.42per
kg,mustard oil at Rs 190.11 per
kg, vanaspati Rs 141.10 per kg,
soya oil Rs 147.39 per kg, sun-
flower oil 160.83 per kg and
palmoilRs131.06perkg.Theav-
erageretailpricesofthesesixed-
ible oils are higher in the range
10.34% to 30.49% when com-
pared to thepricesayearago.
Thepulsesproductionisesti-

mated to increase by 5.87 per-
cent to 26.96million tonnes in
2021-22 from 25.46 million
tonnes in the last year. Among
pulses, gramproduction is esti-
mated to reach at 13.12million
tonnes during the current year
from11.91milliontonnesduring
the lastyear.
In a statement, Union

AgricultureMinister Narendra
Singh Tomar said that the “new
record”of foodgrainsproduction
in the country is the “result of
hardwork of farmers, efficient
researchofscientistsandfarmer
friendly policies of the
Government.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

INAUGURATINGTHE21stWorld
Sustainable Development
Summit onWednesday, Prime
Minister NarendraModi reiter-
atedIndia’sstandthatdeveloped
countries needed to fulfil their
commitments on finance and
technologytransfer,pointingout
thatenvironmentalsustainabil-
ity could be achieved only
throughclimate justice.
“Energyrequirementsof the

people of India are expected to
nearly double in the next 20
years. Denying this energy
would be denying life itself to
millions. Successful climate ac-
tionsalsoneedadequatefinanc-
ing.Forthis,developedcountries
needtofulfiltheircommitments
onfinanceandtechnologytrans-
fer.Sustainabilityrequiresco-or-
dinated action for the global
commons. Our efforts have
recognised this interdepend-
ence.Throughthe International
Solar Alliance, our aim is ‘One
Sun, OneWorld, One Grid’, we
must work towards ensuring
availabilityofcleanenergyfrom
aworld-wide grid everywhere
at all times,’’ said the Prime
Ministerinhisinauguralspeech.
Thesummit isorganisedan-

nually by The Energy and
Research Institute (TERI).
“Environment and sustain-

abledevelopmenthavebeenkey
focusareasformeallthroughmy
20years inoffice, first inGujarat
andnowatthenationallevel.We
haveheardpeoplecallourplanet
fragile.Butitisnottheplanetthat
is fragile. It is us.We are fragile.
Ourcommitments to theplanet,
to nature, have also been fragile.
A lot has been said over the last
50 years, since the 1972
StockholmConference.Verylittle
has been done. But in India, we
havewalkedthetalk,’’hesaid.
Modi said thatmorethan90

million households have been
providedaccesstocleancooking
fuel throughUjjwalaYojana, re-
newableenergyhasbeenmade
available to farmers under the
PM-KUSUMscheme,andIndia’s
LED programme, running for
seven years now, has helped
save“morethan220billionunits
of electricity and 180-billion
tonnesof carbondioxide’’.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DEHRADUN,FEBRUARY16

AWEEK after granting bail to
Dasna Devi temple chief priest
Yati Narsinghanand in connec-
tion with the controversial
Haridwar Dharma Sansad hate
speechcase,aHaridwarcourt,on
Tuesday, grantedhimbail in the
caserelatedtoallegedderogatory
comments on women from a
specificcommunity.
Due to somepending docu-

mentation process,
Narsinghanandwillstillspendthe
Wednesdaynightinjailandisex-
pected to be released onbail on
Thursday, said general secretary
of YatiNarsinghanandSaraswati
FoundationTrust,UditaTyagi.
Earlier on February 8, a

Haridwarcourtgrantedhimbail
in connec-
tion to the
hate
speech
given dur-
ing the
Haridwar
Dharma
Sansad or-
ganized
from

December17 to19 lastyear.
Narsinghanandgotbail inthe

case inwhich an FIRwas regis-
tered against him on the com-
plaintof oneRuchika, earlier this
month, that hemade an objec-
tionable remark againstwomen
of a particular community in
somesocialmediapostonJan4.
TalkingtoThe IndianExpress,

generalsecretaryTyagihadear-
lier said thatbail applications in
both the hate speech case and
the case of the objectionable
comment were denied last
monthby theCJMcourt.
On January15, policehadar-

rested Narsinghanand from
SarvanandGhatwherehewassit-
tingonahunger strike toprotest
againstthearrestofWaseemRizvi
aka Jitendra Narayan Tyagi on
January13. Tyagi toowasnamed
inthehatespeechcase.

POLL PROMISE
SamajwadiPartypresidentAkhileshYadavinKanpurDehatonWednesday.Healsoaddresseda
rallyinnearbyAuraiyawherehecriticisedtheUttarPradeshgovernmentoverbailbeing
grantedtoUnionministerAjayMishra’sson,Ashish,intheLakhimpurKhericase.Hepromised
thatifvotedtopower,theSPgovernmentwouldpursuethecase“insuchamannerthatnotonly
theonewhotookthelifeoffarmerswillgotojailbutalsothosepatronisingthem”.Express

AAP: Vishwas remarks
on Kejriwal malicious
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,NEWDELHI
FEBRUARY16

THEAAMAadmiPartydescribed
as“malicious”and“unfounded”
allegationsmadeby rebel party
leader Kumar Vishwas against
AAP chief and Delhi Chief
MinisterArvindKejriwal,whom
heaccusedof hobnobbingwith
separatists.
SpeakingtoANI,Vishwassaid

thatduringthe2017elections,he
warnedKejriwal not to gowith
“fringeelements”,separatistsand
forces associated with the
Khalistanimovement.“Buthesaid,
nahinhogayeja (itwill bedone).
Oneday,hetoldme...'yatohmain
ek swantatra suba kamukhya-
mantribanoonga(I'lleitherbethe
chiefministerof an independent
state)...' I thentoldhimthat'ssep-
aratism...Towhichhesaid,'Theek
hai, tohmeinswantantradeshka
pehlapradhanmantrinbanoonga
(Ok, then I'll be the first PMof an
independentnation'.”
Callingtheallegationsdefam-

atory, Raghav Chadha, AAP's
Punjab in-charge, tweeted,
“Malicious, unfounded, fabri-
cated,inflammatoryinsinuations
madebyMr.Vishwasarenotonly
demonstrably defamatory but
redolentofpromotinghatredill-
will,hostilityinsocietyandinpar-
ticularagainstAAP,aswellassup-
portersasalsointendingtocreate
asituationofunrest.”
Asking themedia not to re-

port Vishwas's allegations, he
said, “Inviewthereof, it is force-
fully submitted that in case any
channel publishes/ circulated
aids or provide platform to dis-
seminate the samewe shall be
foundforcedtotakestringentle-
gal action which shall include
the commission of the offences
of abetment/ aidinghim.”
Despite a deep rift with the

party leadership, Vishwas, a
founding member of the AAP
and at one point among party
leaders closest to Kejriwal and
Sisodia,remainsamemberofthe
AAP, neverhaving resigned. The
party, too,hasnotexpelledhim.
TalkofVishwas'sdifferences

withKejriwalandSisodiastarted
late 2016 amidmurmurs from
his camp that hewas not being
given responsibilitiesmatching
his stature.
In 2017, when AAP lost the

Punjab polls and, a fewmonths
later, the Delhimunicipal polls,
the rift came out in the open.
WhileseniorAAPleadersalleged
that Vishwaswas in touchwith
theparty’sPunjabMLAsandhad
tried to broker a deal between
them and the BJP, he alleged a
conspiracyagainsthim.
While an uneasy calm pre-

vailed between the two sides,
with Vishwas even beingmade
the AAP's Rajasthan in-charge
ahead of the 2018 Assembly
polls, the relationship broke
downwhen,inJanuary2018,the
partydidn'tnominatehimtothe
RajyaSabha.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY16

ARYA RAJENDRAN took charge
as the mayor of
Thiruvananthapuram in
December2020attheageof21–
theyoungestinthecountrytoget
electedtotheoffice.Fivemonths
later,KMSachinDevbecamethe
youngestlegislatorofthecurrent
KeralaAssembly,aged27.
TwoofKeralaCPI(M)’syoung

faces,whohaveknowneachother
from their days in Balasangam,
theparty’soutfitforchildren,and
bondedovertheparty’sideology,
havenowdecidedtotietheknot.
Confirmingthis,Aryatoldre-

porters,“Adecisiononthewed-
dingwasrecentlytakenafterbe-
ingfriendsforseveralyears.That
wearepartof thesamepolitical
ideology helped both of us to
understandeachother.Thatun-
derstanding would help us to
sail together.”
“FormeandSachinDev, fam-

ily andparty are equally impor-
tant.Wehavecommunicatedour
decisiontothepartyandthefam-
ilies.Dateof themarriagewillbe
fixed after consulting the party
andthefamilies,”shesaid.
At present, SachinDev,who

represents Balussery in
Kozhikodedistrict,isthestatesec-
retaryof SFI, the studentwingof
CPI(M),whileAryaisamemberof
itsstatecommittee.Sheisalsothe
statepresidentofBalasangam.
Arya was 21when she was

fieldedas aCPI(M) candidate for
theThiruvananthapurammunic-
ipalcorporationelectionsin2020.
Theparty’sdecisiontofieldmore
young faces in the civic bodies
helped Arya to become the
youngestmayor.

DINESHPRASADSAKLANI took
charge as the director of the
National Council of Educational
ResearchandTraining(NCERT)on
Monday.Hewill steerNCERTata
timewhentheautonomousbody
under theMinistry of Education
will closelyworkwith the com-
mitteesetuptorevisetheNational
Curriculum Framework (NCF),
basedonwhich changeswill be
broughtinschooltextbooks.
Speaking to SOURAV ROY

BARMAN on Wednesday,
Saklani said implementing the
National Education Policy, 2020
and ensuring the smooth com-
pletionof theNCFrevisionexer-
ciseareamonghispriorities.

Youhavetakenchargeata
timethegradual
implementationof the
NationalEducationPolicy is

ushering inchanges inthe
educationsystem.Whatare
your immediatepriorities?
ThemandateofourNEPisour

mandate. For that purpose, the
NationalCurriculumFramework
is being revised and a steering
committeeisworkingonit.They
have formed 25 focus groups
which are going to frame the
guidelinesforthepositionpapers.
The guidelines are almost final.
Wewillhaveameetinginthefirst
week of March for getting the
guidelines from the committee.
Oncetheguidelinesareout, then
workonpositionpaperswillstart.
And after that, the pathwill be
clear for syllabi preparation, and
simultaneously,wewill identify
scholarsforwritingthebooks...

Whatarethechangesthatyou
plantointroduceinNCERT?

Wecannot introducechange.
Weareimplementingthepropos-
als in theNEP in toto as per the

timeframe.Butinordertoimple-
ment theNEPwithin the stipu-
lated time frame, the institute
needs to gear up. So, re-energis-
ingNCERTisahighpriority.Byre-
energising, Iamessentiallyrefer-
ring to theneed to fillmore than
half thepositionsthatarevacant.
Ifwedonothaveteachers,howdo
wedeliverthecurriculum?

Howmanypostsarevacant?
Taking all the constituent

bodiesofNCERT,suchasthefive
RegionalInstitutesofEducation,
the National Institute of
Education and the Institute of
Vocational Education, there are
around1,075vacantposts.

ComingbacktoNCF,
curriculumandsyllabi
revisionexercises inthepast
havealwaysdrawnchargesof

ideological refashioning.
What isyourtakeonthis?
Ideologyissomethingdifferent.

Weareprofessionals.Wearenot
goingtoindulgeinanyideological
sortofthing.Whatwewilldoiswe
will followtheguidelinesofNEP.
Ideologyisnotaproblemforus.

Amemberof theNCF
steeringcommitteesaid
recently that Indianstudents
arenotexposedtothe
country's rich intellectual
andartisticheritage
Yousee,healsosaidobjectiv-

ity is important. It also means
professionalism.Whenwe are
objective, then there is no bias.
When we are subjective, then
there are biases. Objectivity is
theapproachof aprofessional.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com
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THESUPREMECourtCollegium
Wednesday approved a pro-
posal toelevate16advocatesas
judges in the Bombay and
MadrasHighCourts.
Advocates NidumoluMala,

SunderMohan,KabaliKumaresh
Babu, S Sounthar, Abdul Ghani
Abdul Hameed and R John
Sathyanwill be judges inMadras
HighCourt,astatementsaid.
Advocates Kishore

Chandrakant Sant, Valmiki

MenezesSA,KamalRashmiKhata,
SharmilaUttamraoDeshmukh,
ArunRamnathPednekar,Sandeep
VishnupantMarne,GauriVinod
Godse,RajeshShantaramPatil,Arif
Saleh Doctor and Somasekhar
Sundaresanwill be Judges in the
BombayHighCourt.
The Collegium is headed by

Chief Justiceof IndiaNVRamana
and also comprises JusticesUU
Lalit andAMKhanwilkar
OnWednesday,italsocleared

theelevationofJusticeAhanthem
Bimol Singh,Additional Judgeof
the Manipur High Court, as a
PermanentJudge.

Responding to concerns
INDIA’S ADVISORY
has comeunder
some criticism from
Indian students,
who felt it came a
little too late. NewDelhi is
nowattempting to re-
spond to these concerns—

opening helplines
and trying to
arrange additional
flights. It is also
keeping an eye on

the fluid situation,with
Russia seemingly dialling
down tensions.

Govt says looking to arrange
more flights out of Ukraine

WORLDSUSTAINABLEDEVELOPMENTSUMMIT

Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi

Environmental
sustainability only
possible through
climate justice: PM

Foodgrain production likely to
hit record high for 2021-22: govt

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW
WITH

DINESHPRASAD
SAKLANI

NCERTDIRECTOR

‘Ideology no problem... When we’re objective, there’s no bias’

Collegium elevates 16 advocates
as Bombay, Madras HC judges

Two of Kerala CPM’s best known
young leaders set to get married

MLASachinDevand
Thiruvananthapuram
mayorAryaRajendran

Yati gets bail in
another case, to
walk out of
prison today

Yati
Narsinghanand

New Delhi
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·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

´f¹ffÊ½fSX¯f, ½f³f E½fa ªf»f½ff¹fb ´fdSX½f°fÊ³f ¸faÂff»f¹f
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE

CHANGE
EIYeIÈY°f ÃûÂfe¹f IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f,ªf¹f´fbSX/ Integrated Regional office, Jaipur

E 218 & ¶fe 216 kkASX¯¹f ·f½f³fll, Óff»ff³ff ÀfaÀ±ffd³fIY ÃûÂf, ªf¹f´fbSX-302004/ A-218 & B-216, “ARANYA BHAWAN”, Jhalana Institutional Area,
Jaipur- 302004

QcSX·ff¿f /Tel No: 0141-2713858, 2713786 Email: iro.jaipur-mefcc@gov.in
´fÂf Àfa£¹ff-8¶fe-SXfªf 007/2022-JPR dQ³ffaIY: 8th February, 2022
ÀfZ½ff ¸fZÔ,
VffÀf³f Àfd¨f½f (½f³f),
dÀfd½f»f Àfd½f½ff»f¹f, SfªfÀ±ff³f VffÀf³f,
ªf¹f´fbS, SfªfÀ±ff³f

(Online Proposal No: FP/RJ/ROAD/140782/2021)
d½f¿f¹f: Diversion of 3.579 ha. of forest land for construction road from Ghoda Ghati to Meharangarh Fort in favour of
Executive Engineer, Jodhpur Development Authority, Jodhpur In Jodhpur District of Rajasthan.
Àf³Q·fÊ: VffÀf³f Àfd¨f½f, SfªfÀ±ff³f I f ´fÂffaI -´f.1(96)½f³f/2021, ªf¹f´fbS, dQ³ffaI -31.01.2022.
¸fWûQ¹f,
C´fSû¢°f d½f¿f¹fI ÀfaQd·fÊ°f ´fÂf I f AfVf¹f ¦fiW¯f I S³fZ I f I á I SmÔ dªfÀfIZ õfSf ´fiV³f¦f°f ´fiI S¯f ¸fZÔ ½f³f (ÀfaSÃf¯f) Ad²fd³f¹f¸f, 1980 I e ²ffSf (2) IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ·ffS°f ÀfSI fS I e À½feIÈ d°f
¸ffa¦fe ¦f¹fe ±feÜ
´fiI S¯f IZ ´fSeÃf¯fû´fSf³°f IZ ³Qi ÀfSI fS C´fSfZ¢°f d½f¿f¹ffadI °f ´fSd¹fûªf³ff WZ°fb 3.579 WZ. ½f³f·fcd¸f IZ ´fi°¹ff½f°fÊ³f E½fa 245 ½fÈÃfûÔ IZ ´ff°f³f I e Àf`ðfd³°fI À½feIÈ d°f (In-principle/Stage-
I approval)
A: Conditions which needs to be complied prior to handing over of forest land by the State Fofrest Department:
1. The cost of compensatory afforestation at the prevailing wage rates as per compensatory afforestation scheme and the cost of

survey, demarcation and erection of permanent pillars if required on the CA land shall be deposited in advance with the Force
Department by the project authority. The CA will be maintained for 10 years. The scheme may include appropriate provision for
anticipated cost increase for works scheduled for subsequent years.

2. The State Government shall charge the Net Present Value (NPV) for the 3,579 ha forest area to be diverted under this proposal
from the User Agency as per the orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated 30/01/2002, 01/08/2003, 28/03/2008,
24/04/2008 and 09/05/2008 in IA No. 566 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 and as per the guidelines issued by the Ministry vide letters No.
5-1/1998-FC (Pt.II) dated 18/09/2003, as well as letter No. 5-2/2006-FC dated 03/10/2006, 5-3/2007-FC dated 05/02/2009 and
revision of NPV vide Ministry letters No. 5-3/2011-FC (Vol.-I) dated 06.01.2022 in this regard.

3. Additional amount of the NPV of the diverted forest land, if any, becoming due after finalization of the same by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India on receipt of the report from the Expert Committee, shall be charged by the State Government from the User Agency.
The User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to this effect.

4. The non-forest land proposed for CA shall be transferred and mutated in favour of State Forest Department.
5. The non-forest land which is transferred and mutated in favour of State Forest Department for the purpose of compensatory

afforestation shall be declared as Reserved Forest under Section- 4 or Protected Forest under Section- 29 of the Indian Forest Act,
1927 or under the relevant Section(s) of the State Forest Act prior to Stage-II approval.

6. The complete compliance of the FRA, 2006 shall be ensured by way of prescribed certificate from the concerned District Collector.
7. The KML file of the area to be diverted and the CA areas shall be uploaded on the e-Green watch portal with all requisite details,

before issuing working permission towards linear projects or submitting compliance report for seeking Stage-II approval, as the
case may be.

8. All the funds received from the user agency under the project shall be transferred/ deposited to CAMPA fund only through e-portal.
B: Conditions which needs to be strictly complied on field after handing over of forest land to the User Agency by the State Forest

Department but the compliance in form of undertaking shall be submitted prior to Stage-II approval:
1. Legal status of the forest land shall remain unchanged.
2. Compensatory afforestation shall be taken up by the Forest Department over 3.579 ha non-forest land at Village- Rawra, Tehsil-

Baap, District- Jodhpur of Rajasthan at the cost of the user agency. As far as possible, a mixture of local indigenous species shall
be planted and mono-culture of any species may be avoided.

3. User Agency shall restrict the felling of trees to 245 trees/ minimum number in the diverted forest land and the trees shall be felled
under the strict supervision of the State Forest Department and the cost of felling of trees shall be deposited by the User Agency
with the State Forest Department.

4. No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining area shall be caused.
5. The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without prior approval of Central Government.
6. No labour camp shall be established on the forest land.
7. Sufficient firewood, preferably the alternate fuel, shall be provided by the User Agency to the labourer after purchasing the same

from the State Forest Department or the Forest Development Corporation or any other legal source of alternate fuel.
8. The boundary of the diverted forest land shall be suitably demarcated on ground at the project cost, as per the directions of the

concerned Divisional Forest Officer.
9. No additional or new path will be constructed inside the forest area for transportation of construction materials for execution of the

project work.
10.The period of diversion under this approval shall be co-terminus with the period of lease to be granted in favour of the user agency

or the project life, whichever is less.
11. The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the project proposal.
12. The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be transferred to any other agencies, department or person

without prior approval of Govt. of India.
13. The User Agency shall submit the annual self compliance report in respect of the above stated conditions to the State Government

and Integrated Regional Office, Jaipur by the end of March every year.
14. The User Agency shall comply with all the provisions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations, Guidelines, Hon'ble Court Order (s) and

NGT Order (s) pertaining to project, if any, for the time being in force, as applicable to the project.
15. Violation of any of these conditions will amount to violation of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and action would be taken as per

the MoEF&CC Guideline F. No. 11- 42/2017-FC dt 29/01/2018.
16. Any other condition that the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change may stipulate from time to time in the interest of

conservation, protection and development of forests & wildlife.
17. The compliance report shall be uploaded on e-portal (https://parivesh.nic.in/).

After receipt of compliance report on fulfillment of all of the above conditions from the State Government, proposal will be
considered for Final/Stage-II approval under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. The User Agency shall take up the
work as per the guidelines in force and after ensuring that all necessary clearances for the entire stretch are in place. Working
permission, if any issued, shall be intimated to IRO, Jaipur. Transfer of forest land shall not be effected till Final/Stage-II approval
is granted by the Central Government in this regard.
Further, it may also be noted that this in-principle / Stage-I approval shall be valid for a period of 5 years from the date of issue of
this letter. In the event of non-compliance of the above conditions, this In-principle approval shall be revoked after five (05) years.

WÀ°ff./-
(ßf½f¯f IbY¸ffSX ½f¸ffÊ)

CX´f ¸fWXfd³fSXeÃfIY / ÃûÂfe¹f Ad²fIYfSXe

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI
th

4 Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
OA NO 51/19 DATE: 07.02.2022

PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK APPLICANT

VERSUS

SHRI NARENDRA PAL & ANR. RESPONDENT

To,
DEFENDANTS

1. SH. NARENDRAPAL S/O SH. RAM VIR SINGH PAL
R/O HOUSE NO. 12/56, SECT.-9, RAJ NAGAR GHAZIABAD UP - 201001.
ALSOAT: C-96, GOVINDPURAM GHAZIABAD UP

2. SH. MUKESH GOSWAMI S/O SH. KAMAL KUMAR GIRI.
R/O C-157, C-BLOCK WEST KARAWALNAGAR DELHI - 94.

Whereas the above named applicant (s) has / have instituted a case for recovery of
Rs.1,04,05,849/- (RUPEE ONE CRORE FOUR LAKH FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
FORTY NINE ONLY) against you and where as it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in the ordinary way therefore, this notice is given by
advertisement directing you to make appearance in the Tribunal on 16.08.2022At 10.30A.M.
Take notice that in default of your appearance on the day before the mentioned, the case will be
heard and determined in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all the matters will be taken up through video
Conferencing and for that purpose:-
(i) All theAdvocates/Litigants shall download the "Cisco Webex" application/software:
(ii) "Meeting ID" and Password for the date of hearing qua cases to be taken by Registrar/

Recovery Officer-I/and Recovery Officer-II shall be displayed in the daily cause list itself at
DRTOfficial Portal i.e. drt.gov.in

(iii) In any exigency qua that the Advocate/Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph. No.
23748478.

TH
Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal this the 7 day of Feb., 2022.

BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL,
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR, DRT-II, DELHI.

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

FORMERVICEChief ofNavyVice
AdmiralGAshokKumar,whore-
tiredlastyear,hasbeenappointed
as India’s firstNationalMaritime
SecurityCoordinator(NMSC).
Proposedafter the26/11 ter-

rorattacks,theNMSCwillbepart
ofNationalSecurityCouncilSecre-
tariat, andwill report toNational
SecurityAdviserAjitDoval.
AstheNMSC,Kumarwillhave

theresponsibilityofcoordinating
betweenalltheagenciesinvolved
inmaritime security andmar-
itime civil issues.Hewill also be
taskedwithimprovingthecoun-
try’sblueeconomyneeds.Hewill
lookatallaspectsofmaritimese-
curity,andwillbethenodalpoint

forall issuesrelatedtoit.
Hewill also bemandated to

ensure better coordination be-
tweendifferent authorities that
workindependentlyonmaritime
issues.AttheCentre,theministries
ofDefence,HomeAffairs,External
Affairs andShippingare someof
themainstakeholders;stateshave
theirownagencies,alongwithau-
thorities suchas customs, police
andintelligenceagencies.
Theneedforsuchacoordinat-

ingagencywasfirstexpressedby
theGroupofMinistersformedaf-
ter theKargilWar. TheGoMhad

recommended that an “apex
body formanagement ofmar-
itimeaffairsshouldbeformedfor
institutionalised linkages be-
tweentheNavy,CoastGuardand
the concernedministries of the
centralandstategovernments”,
and had asked the Defence
Ministry to “takenecessary ac-
tiontoconstitutetheapexbody”.
After the26/11attacks,Def-

enceMinistryproposedcreation
ofaMaritimeSecurityAdvisory
Board, and appointment of a
Maritime SecurityAdvisor, but
that was kept pending. In
November 2021, the Cabinet
Committee on Security finally
clearedthecreationoftheNMSC.
Kumar retired asNavyVice

ChiefinJuly2021.AnNDAalum-
nus,hewascommissionedinthe
Navy’sexecutivebranchin1982.

First coordinator for national maritime
security appointed, to report to NSA
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“DIGITISATIONAND re-skilling
arekeytoolsinnotjustempower-
ingwomen to rejoin thework-
force in the post-pandemic era
butalsoincreatingnewbooming
sectors in the economy,” said
Rajeev Chandrasekhar,Minister
ofStateforSkillDevelopmentand
EntrepreneurshipandElectronics
and Information Technology.
Chandrasekharwas delivering
thekeynote address at the inau-
guraleditionofTheIndianExpress
ThincseriesonGender.
Theonlinesessionwastitled

“Gender-responsive economic
recoveryandbouncingbackbet-
ter.” Chandrasekhar added that
hisgovernmentwasdirectingits
skill programmes and the New
EducationPolicytoensuremore
andmorewomenparticipate in
hitherto untapped areas. “We
are offering skills to men and
womenequallyanditisforthem
to use those skills to create op-
portunitiesforthemselveseither
inemploymentormicro-entre-
preneurship,”hesaid.
Theministeralsoelaborated

howtherecentBudgethadpro-
posed ways of bringing credit
online, getting micro enter-
prises andMSME credit deliv-
ery online.
Talking about the initiatives

taken by hisministry to upskill
morewomen to join thework-
force,hesaid,“Wehavetodayin
the skill ecosystem over 4,500
courses and trades that are be-
ingtaught. Ihavegivenmymin-
istry a target of 10,000-15,000

(courses).As longas theecosys-
temprovidesmoreandmorein-
novativetrades,moreandmore
innovativeskillsofthefuture,we
create visibility and aspirations
around those skills, we create
opportunities around those
skills. It is for a young Indian to
decidewhatheor she is excited
by.”He citedtheexampleofhow
smartphones had prodded
womeninremotelocations,par-
ticularly in the Northeast, to
drive new food businesses and
howskillinghadhelpedwomen
breakthemalestrongholdintra-
ditional sectors like plumbing,
where they are now becoming
sales executives and product
managers.
Theaddresswasfollowedby

a panel discussionwith Renana
Jhabvala, Chair of the Self-
EmployedWomen'sAssociation
(SEWA Bharat), Manish
Sabharwal, Chairman, Team
Lease and Avani Kapur, Fellow,
Centre for Policy Research.
Jhabvalaemphasisedtheimpor-
tanceofaccuratecountingofthe
women workforce on the
ground andhighlighted thebig
gap between official survey fig-
uresandgroundrealities."There
needs to be a definitive way of
identifyingthem.Wecanlookat
a safety net by way of cash
transfers, lookatpracticalways
of funding micro-entrepre-
neurship, encouragewomen-
ownedbusinessesbecausethey
naturally give opportunities to
other women, extend digital
and financial literacy and urge
the private sector to include
women enterprises in their
supplychains, shesaid."
Sabharwaltalkedaboutthe

work-from-home option as
openingupmoreopportunities
forwomenandarguedforade-
centralised budgetary alloca-
tion after amapping of needs
and improving wages. Kapur
spokeaboutpublicinvestment
and infrastructure support
whileemphasisingtheneedfor
anurbanemploymentguaran-
tee scheme and tracking the
endresultofsuchascheme.The
discussionwasmoderated by
Aanchal Magazine, Special
Correspondent, The Indian
Express.

‘Digitisation and re-skilling are
key tools in empowering women,
creating new booming sectors’

RajeevChandrasekhar
speaksat thesession. Express

ViceAdmiral
GAshok
Kumarretired
in2021

GOVT. OF BIHAR

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
I.A.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2021
for MD / MS / PGD / DNB (Degree & Diploma) in Govt./ Private Medical Colleges of Bihar

Advt. No.-BCECEB(PGMAC)-2021/06 Dated : 16.02.2022
Notice fNotice fNotice fNotice fNotice for 2nd ror 2nd ror 2nd ror 2nd ror 2nd round counsellingound counsellingound counsellingound counsellingound counselling

In the light of letter of ADG (ME), DGHS, Govt. of India Ref. no. U-12021/06/2021-
MEC dated 12.02.2022 and in continuation to Adv. No. BCECEB(PGMAC)-2021/05 Dated:
08.02.2022, it is to inform all concerned candidates of PGMAC-2021 the important dates for
offline 2nd round Counselling of PGMAC-2021 is hereby re-scheduled as follows;
Important Rescheduled dates for PGMAC-2021 :
Sl. Programme Earlier published Re-scheduled

Schedule Date Date
----- -------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------ --------------------------------
i. Free exit from Govt. Colleges : up to 17.02.2022 up to 18.02.2022
ii. Willingness for 2nd round counselling : 06.02.2022 to 10.02.2022 up to 20.02.2022
iii. Result / counselling programme

publication of 2nd round counselling : 16.02.2022 23.02.2022
iv. Seat Matrix uploading : 18.02.2022 25.02.2022
v. Proposed date of counselling / admission : from 19.02.2022 from 26.02.2022
(2) Rest of the Terms & Condition of earlier published Advertisements will remain the same.

Controller of Examination

Website : bceceboard.bihar.gov.in

New Delhi
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WHENNOuniformisprescribed
for pre-university colleges, and
when there is noprohibition on
hijabasaconsequence,amoveby
theKarnataka government and
colleges in the state to prevent
Muslimgirls fromwearinghijab
inclassesisdiscriminationbased
onreligion,acounselforagroupof
collegegirlsfromUdupiwhowere
prohibitedfromattendingclasses
in hijabs told Karnataka High
CourtonWednesday.
Ravi VarmaKumar, a former

state advocate general, told a full
benchof theHighCourt that ef-
fortstopreventMuslimgirlsfrom
attending classeswearinghijabs
–intheabsenceofanystate-pre-
scribeduniforms–amounted to
discriminationbasedonreligion,

whichisprohibitedunderArticle
15of theConstitution.
“Hindushave their religious

symbols,Sikhshavetheirreligious
symbols,Christianshavetheirreli-
gioussymbols. Iwanttohighlight
thepluralityanddiversitythatexists
inour society.Whyhas thehijab
onlybeenchosenforthishostiledis-

crimination?Isitnotbecauseofre-
ligion?”Kumartoldthecourt, cit-
ingArticle15whichsaysthestate
should not discriminate against
citizens on the basis of religion,
race,caste,sex,birth-place.
EffortstopreventMuslimgirls

fromattending classes inhijab is
“only because of religion since a
dupatta is not banned, a bangle-
wearerisnotsentoutoftheclass-
room, a bindi-wearer is not sent
out, a Christian girl carrying the
crucifix – every Christian girl
wears a crucifix around theneck
or a pendant – is not touched –
whyonlythesegirls?”Kumarsaid.
“It is a draconian decision

whereuniversal education isde-
sired–particularlygirlseducation.
The courtmay take judicial note
of the fact that among girls,
Muslim girls are the least edu-
catedandtheleastrepresentedin
classrooms.Iftheyareshutouton

the grounds of suchdiscrimina-
tion thatwould amount to the
doomsdayfortheireducation,”he
said. Healsoarguedthattheaim
ofeducationistopromoteplural-
ity not uniformity. “It is about
unity in diversity,” Kumar said.
There is no prohibition in the
KarnatakaEducationActof 1983
or rules onhijabs since there are
no uniforms for pre-university
colleges,hesaid. “What Iwantto
knowishowIambeingkeptout
of class and under what rule?
Whohasauthorisedsuchanact?”
Another senior advocate,

YusufMuchhala,whoarguedon
behalf of theUdupi college stu-
dents, said a government order
that prescribes a banongirls at-
tending classes with hijab
amounted towhat is recognised
by courts as “manifest arbitrari-
ness” and not in line with the
“doctrineofproportionality” .
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CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Civil Secretariat, Jammu.
E-mail ID:jkcivilaviation@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS NO.CAW- 01 OF 2022.
JAMMU, 12 FEB,2022.

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir, E-Tender for the Maintenance Contract of
two helicopters (one Bell 407 Helicopter, VT-L.JK and one
Agusta-109E Helicopter, VT-JKA), are invited from reputed and
registered aviation Maintenance Organizations, duly approved
by the DGCA as per CAR-145, for the term of two years w.e.f.
01.04.2022 with an option for renewal/extension on same term
& conditions for the period of Six months, after approval is grant-
ed by the competent authority.

Date of Publishing of Tender 12/02/2022 03:30 PM
Notice

Period of Downloading of 12/02/2022 06:30 PM
Documents

Date of pre- Bid Meeting 15/02/2022 02:00 PM

Start Date of submission of bids 16/02/2022 02:00 PM

Last date of Submission of bids 22/02/2022 05:00 PM

Date of Opening Technical bid 25/02/2022 02:00 PM

"Instruction for Online Bid Submission"

1. The tender document along with other Terms and Conditions
of the NIT and relevant documents can be downloaded from
the Union Territory Website http://jktenders.gov.in

2. The tender shall be deposited in electronic format on the
Union Territory website http://jktenders.gov.in.

3. The tender uploaded on the website will be opened on
25-02-2022 at 02:00 PM or any other subsequent date
convenient to the Tenderer/Committee in the Office
Chamber of Director Finance, Civil Aviation Department,
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, Civil Secretariat,
Room No. 3/50, Jammu.

4. The complete bidding process will be online.
Director Finance,

Civil Aviation Department
E-file No. CAW/Estt/161/2021-5
JAMMU, 12 FEB, 2022
DIPJ-13067

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IYF¹FÊ´FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe J¯OX, ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q (LX.¦F.)
Email id: eemah-phe-cg@nic.in Telephone:- 07723-223731

IiY. 362/½F.ÕZX.dÕX/dªF.ªF.À½F.d¸F./IYF.A./2021/¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q dQ³FFaIY : 20.01.2022

EIYeIÈY°F ´FaªFe¹F³F ´Fi¯FFÕXe Aa°F¦FÊ°F ÀFÃF¸F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F NZXIZYQFSXûÔ ÀFZ d³F¸³FdÕXdJ°F
d³F¸FFÊ̄ F IYF¹FÊ WZX°Fb AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F (Online) d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ
IYF¹FÊ IYF ³FF¸F:- ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q dªFÕZX IZY d½Fd·FÖF ¦FiF¸FûÔ ¸FZÔ ªFÕX ªFe½F³F d¸F¾F³F A³°F¦FÊ°F

dÀFa¦FÕX d½FÕZXªF °F±FF ¸F»MXe d½F´FZªF ¸FZÔ ¾FFd¸FÕX SmXMÑXûdRYdMaX¦F ³FÕX
ªFÕX ´FiQF¹F ¹FûªF³FFAûa IZY ÀF¸FÀ°F IYF¹FÊÜ

d³Fd½FQF IiY¸FFaIY ½F dÀFÀMX¸F IYF¹FÊ IYF d½F½FSX¯F A³Fb¸FFd³F°F
dQ³FFaIY d³Fd½FQF ÕXF¦F°F

IiY¸FFaIY (÷Y. ÕXFJ ¸FZÔ)
1 2 3 4
566/20-01-2022 90976 ¦FiF¸F ASX¯OX d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¶FF¦F¶FFWXSXF 73.88

567/20-01-2022 91110 ¦FiF¸F ·Fb°FWXF¶FFWXSXF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¶FÀF³FF 39.87
568/20-01-2022 90978 ¦FiF¸F IYSXFÊ·FF½F³FF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¶FÀF³FF 38.02
569/20-01-2022 90979 ¦FiF¸F ALXûÕXF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 118.46
570/20-01-2022 90980 ¦FiF¸F JOXÀFF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 65.53
571/20-01-2022 90981 ¦FiF¸F ¸FûÔ¦FSXF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 98.02
572/20-01-2022 90982 ¦FiF¸F ÀFF»WZX·FFNXF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 46.83
573/20-01-2022 90984 ¦FiF¸F ¸FûSX²FF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 56.21
574/20-01-2022 91038 ¦FiF¸F ¸FbSXIYe d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 59.55
575/20-01-2022 91043 ¦FiF¸F ³F½FF´FFSXF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 46.62

576/20-01-2022 91049 ¦FiF¸F ´FSXÀFQF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 88.53
577/20-01-2022 91059 ¦FiF¸F ¸FbdOX¹FFOXeWX d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 59.76
578/20-01-2022 91064 ¦FiF¸F ÀFüSX¸F d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 83.13
579/20-01-2022 91065 ¦FiF¸F ¸FbOX¸FFSX d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 47.46
580/20-01-2022 91066 ¦FiF¸F CX¸FSXQF d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q 52.85
581/20-01-2022 91067 ¦FiF¸F ¶FûÔQF³F½FF´FFÕXe d½FIYFÀFJ¯OX ÀFSXF¹F´FFÕXe 135.61

2. CX´FSXûöY d³F¸FFÊ¯F IYF¹FûÊ IYe d³Fd½FQF IYe ÀFF¸FF³¹F ¾F°FZÊ, ²FSXûWXSX SXFd¾F, d½FÀ°FÈ°F d³Fd½FQF d½FÄFd´°F, d³Fd½FQF
QÀ°FF½FZªF ½F A³¹F ªFF³FIYFSXe BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX ½FZ¶F ´FûMÊXÕX https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ÀFZ
OXFCX³FÕXûOX IYe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ

3. d³Fd½FQF OXFCX³FÕXûOX IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F 21.02.2022 ÀFF¹Fa. 5.30 ¶FªFZ °FIY °F±FF d³Fd½FQF
JbÕX³FZ IYF dQ³FFaIY 25.02.2022. À½FF/-

IYF¹FẾ FFÕX³F Ad·F¹Fa°FF
67870 ÕXûIY À½FFÀ±¹F ¹FFadÂFIYe J¯OX, ¸FWXFÀF¸Fb³Q

BÊ-´Fiû¢¹FûSX¸FZÔMX d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF (dõ°Fe¹F/°FÈ°Fe¹F AF¸FaÂF¯F)

CXØfSX ´fiQZVf ´ffUSX MÑf³Àfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»fq BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff
ÀfÔ0-14/dU0þf0´ff0J0/Af¦fSXf/2021-22 IZY Àf¸f¹f dUÀ°ffSX WXZ°fb
IYûdSXþZ¯OX¸f IYf ´fiIYfVf³f E-Tender Notice No.

14/ECTD/Agra/2021-22 ´fS AÔdI °f BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ dþ³fI e BÊ-
d³fdUQf dUdVfáeI S¯f ÀfÔ0-38/dU0þf0´ff0JÔ0/Af/2021-22, 39/dU0þf0´ff0J0/Af/
2021-22 EUÔ 40/dU0þf0´ff0J0/Af/2021-22 W`, þû dI dQ³ffÔI 16.02.2022 Àf¸f¹f
12:00 ¶fþZ ´fif~ I S dQ³ffÔI 17.02.2022 Àf¸f¹f 12:00 ¶fþZ Jû»fe þf³fe ±feÜ A´fdSWf¹fÊ
I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ Cö d³fdUQfAûÔ I e d°fd±f U Àf¸f¹f I û dUÀ°ffdS°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dþÀf¸fZÔ d³fdUQfAûÔ
I û ´fif~ I S³fZ I e d°fd±f 23.02.2022 Àf¸f¹f 12:00 ¶fþZ EUÔ d³fdUQf I û Jû»f³fZ I e d°fd±f
23.02.2022 Àf¸f¹f 15:00 ¶fþZ (03:00 ¶fþZ A´fSf³W) d³f²ffÊdS°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W`Ü A³¹f
Àf·fe Vf°fZÊ a ¹f±ffU°f SW Z¦feÜ d³fdUQf Àf¸¶fd³²f°f dUUS¯f dU·ff¦fe¹f UZ¶fÀffBM
http://etender.up.nic.in ÀfZ ·fe ´fif~ dI ¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü "SXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fþ»fe
¶f¨ffEa" WXÀ°ff/-Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff (þf³f´fQ) Af¦fSXf ´fÂffaIY-
395/dU0þf0´ff0JÔ0/Af¦fSXf dQ³ffaIY 16.02.2022
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AYOUTHofficerwassuspended
onWednesdayafteranelocution
contestonNathuramGodsewas
heldforstudentsfromclass5to8
of government and private
schools in Valsad district on
February14.
Accordingtosources, theelo-

cution contest on the topic —
“MaroAdarshNathuramGodse
(MyidolNathuramGodse)”,held
atKusumVidyalayinValsad,was
organisedbyDistrict YuvaVikas
Adhikari(youthdevelopmentof-
ficer)NeetabenGavli andprizes
weregiventosixstudents.
The department of Youth

ServicesandCulturalActivitiesof
the Gujarat government sus-
pendedGavlionWednesdayand
initatedaninquiryintotheincident.
Education Minister Jitu

Vaghani said, “Minister of State
for Sports, Youth Service and
Cultural Activities Harshbhai
(Sanghavi) has taken initiative
and the officer concerned has
beensuspended.”
TheeventwasheldatKusum

Vidyalaya,aself-financedschool,
as part of the district level Bal
PratibhaShodhSpardha(childtal-

ent search competition), under
theyouthserviceandculturalac-
tivitiesdepartmentoftheGujarat
government.
TrusteeofKusumVidyalaya,

Vivek Desai said they had only
lent the school premises to host
the event and nobody from the
schoolparticipatedin it. Students
between8yearsto12yearsofage
from25governmentandprivate
schoolsinthedistrictparticipated
intheeventwherecompetitions
wereheldunder13categories,in-
cludingelocution.Thenewsofthe
contest, however,went viral on
socialmedia.
Valsad District Collector

KshipraAgresaiad“Wehavesus-
pended the officer concerned,
NeetabenGavli,with immediate
effect... Theyhavealso startedan
inquiryintotheincident.”
District education officer BD

Baraiyasaid,“Wewerenotaware
of the event organisedatKusum
Vidyalaya, as itwasplannedand
implementedbytheDistrictYuva
Vikasoffice...”
Condemning the incident,

the Congress state president,
president Jagdish Thakor said,
“Theincident inValsadhaveleft
ushurtandsaddened...”
Godsewasexecuted in1949

for the assassination of
MahatmaGandhi.

Gujarat: Official suspended
for holding elocution on
Godse for school students

Somany religious symbols,why
single out hijab: Petitioners to HC

Agroupof students inaUdupi
collegewhowerenotallowed
toenter theclassroomson
Wednesday. PTI
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A43-YEAR-OLDBengaluruman
—whoclaimedhewasbeingre-
mote controlled — rammed a
rented car into the gate of
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval’sresidenceinthenational
capitalonWednesdaymorning,
sending security agencies
scrambling.
Theman, who police say is

mentallydisturbed,wasnabbed
by security personnel after the
incident. Security was also
stepped up outside Doval’s
TughlakRoadresidence,withthe
policecheckingallvehicles.
A senior police officer said

they came to know about the
matter at around 7.35 am.
“Localpoliceandateamof spe-
cial cell immediately rushed to
the spot. Hewaspickedupand
takentotheSpecialCell’soffice
in Lodhi Colony.”
Thisofficer saida teamof in-

telligence agencies also arrived
at theSpecialCelloffice.
“They started questioning

himandhedisclosedhisidentity.
The police then approached the
Bengalurupolicetoverifyall the

facts,” theofficersaid.
The man’s family has also

beencontacted.
According to the police, the

man seems tobe suffering from
mental health issues. “He came
to Delhi on February 13 from
KolkataandsearchedforDoval’s
addressonthe internet.Hethen
tookacaronrentandreachedhis
home onWednesdaymorning.
Hisfatherwasalawyerandheis
unmarried,”anofficersaid.
“He claimed to be operated

viaremotecontrolaftersomeone
implantedamagneticchipinhis
body. His magnetic resonance
imaging(MRI)testwasalsocon-
ductedinahospitalandnothing
was found,” theofficersaid.
After questioning, he was

handedovertotheTughlakRoad
police station. The police there
are taking legal opinion before
lodginganFIR.

National
Security
Advisor
AjitDoval

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

FACING CRITICISM from the
Congressregardingthealleged
bankfraudcase involvingABG
Shipyard,theBJPonWednesday
hit back saying that the fraud
tookplaceduringthetimeofthe
UPAgovernmentattheCentre.
“ABGShipyardbecameNPA

(non-performing asset) on
November30,2013.Thiswasthe
periodofCongressrule.Mostof
the rigging tookplacebetween
2005 and2012, inwhich they
weregivenabigdealoftheNavy
by theUPAgovernment,which
wascancelledbytheBJPgovern-
ment. Theaudit report came in
2016 and theywere declared
fraudsduringourgovernment's
tenure,”SudhanshuTrivedi,BJP
nationalspokespersonandRajya
SabhaMP,saidatapressconfer-
enceatthepartyheadquarters.
The CBI booked Gujarat-

based ship-building company

ABGShipyardanditsdirectorsfor
allegedfraudulentloandefaultto
thetuneofRs22,842crore.
Pointing out that the scam

started in 2012, Trivedi said:
“ABG Shipyard's loan was
rescheduled in March 2014.
Rs 970 crore in June 2011, Rs
500-crore order placed in
January2012,andrestructuring
done inMarch 2014. It is be-
lieved that thecompany's pro-
motershadcloserelationswith
aformerpoliticaladvisertothe
Congresspresident.”
Trivedi's allegation come

daysafterCongressspokesper-
son Randeep Singh Surjewala
said the central government
was running a “loot and es-
cape”flagshipschemeforbank
fraudsters.

Man rams car into Doval
residence gate; police
say mentally disturbed

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY16

ENFORCEMENT DIRECTORATE
(ED) onWednesday registered
amoneylaunderingcaseagainst
Gujarat-based shipping firm
ABG Shipyard and its directors
in connection with over Rs
22,800croreloandefaultbythe
company.
The ED case is based on the

FIR registered by the CBI on
February 7 in which it has al-
legedthatthecompanydiverted
loans handed to it by a consor-
tium of 28 banks, and used its
sister concerns to round-trip
fundsandserviceotherloansin-
steadofusingthemforthepur-
pose theywere taken.
Sourcessaid theEDcasehas

named the same accused, in-
cluding ABG CMD Rishi
Agarwal, as in theCBI FIR.

“A case has been registered
under provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. Further action
will be taken as per law,” an ED
official said.
The Indian Express had on

Tuesday reported that the ED
was examining documents re-
lated to thecase inorder to reg-
ister amoney laundering case.
The CBI has already opened

lookoutcircularsagainsttheac-

cused to prevent them from
fleeing the country.
SourcessaidtheEDmayfol-

lowsuit.
The CBI has found that ABG

allegedlyusedasmanyas98re-
lated companies in routing of
funds, which ED officials say
clearly point towards money
laundering. The EDhas powers
to attach assets of companies
and individuals involved in
money laundering.

ED registers money laundering case against ABG Shipyard

CHHATTISGARH

6dead,3injured
inRaipurmishap
Raipur: Sixwomen died
and threeotherswere in-
juredinaroadaccident in
Chhattisgarh’s Abhanpur
Wednesday. Thewomen,
residents of Bhilai, were
going to Rajim forMaghi
Punnifestivities. ENS

JHARKHAND

TopMaoist
operativekilled
Ranchi:A topMaoist op-
erative, said to be in-
volvedinkillingatleast15
security personnel in
Jharkhand,waskilledina
gunfight with security
forcesonWednesday,po-
lice said. CPI (Maoist)
leaderRavinderGhanjhu
waskilledinanoperation
bypoliceandCRPF. ENS

Stoppedat
airport: Mishra
Ranchi: BJP’sKapilMishra
Wednesday alleged on
Twitter that Jharkhand
Policewas not allowing
him to leave Ranchi
airport. He had landed
theretomeetthekinof17-
year-old Rupesh Kumar
Pandey in Hazaribagh,
whowas allegedly killed
onFebruary6. ENS

NEWDELHI

900exhibitorsat
DefExpo2022
NewDelhi:DefExpo, the
government’s biennial
defencemanufacturing
event,tobeheldinMarch,
has got a confirmation
fromover900exhibitors,
officialssaid. ENS

BRIEFLYBJP hits back at Cong:
ABG Shipyard fraud
took place in UPA time

Sudhanshu
Trivedi

New Delhi



TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

DASHBOARD,ASONFEB15

TOTAL TESTS 75,42,84,979

INDIA TOTAL DOSES 173,86,81,675
(Adults 1st dose: 90,57,00,325;2nd: 74,47,14,995; 15-18agegroup
1st dose: 5,27,06,855;2nd: 1,75,85,751; precautionary: 1,79,73,749)

Newcases
30,615

Active cases
3,70,240

Deaths
514

Weekly CFR:0.30% | Overall CFR: 1.22% | Total deaths:5,09,872

TESTSONFEB 15 WEEKLYPOSITIVITY OVERALLPOSITIVITY
12,51,677 3.26% 5.66%

716
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

State ONFEBRUARY15 Weekly
Newcases Activecases Deaths positivity

Kerala 11,776 1,24,603 20.48% 304
Maharashtra 2,831 30,547 3.62% 36
Mizoram 1,616 11,469 25.40% 1
Karnataka 1,405 26,866 3.20% 26
Rajasthan 1,387 17,976 6.45% 12

NEW CASES,DAILY

SURGE IN THE STATES

CASES IN THE CITIES, LAST 10DAYS
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THEUKRAINEcrisisappearstohaveturneda
cornerwithRussiadeclaringithaswithdrawn
sometroopsfromtheborder,butanelephant
intheroomremains.CalledNordStream2, it
is an undersea gas pipeline fromRussia to
Germany,butisperceivedbysomeasageopo-
liticalweapon.
Ukraineisangrywiththepipelinebecause

itbypassesthecountryandthusdeniesittran-
sitfeesforRussia'sgasexports.Ithasalsoraised
fears thatRussia could cut off gas supplies to
Ukrainewithoutendangeringitsowngasex-
portstoEurope. ItcouldgiveRussiacomplete
dominanceover gas supplies to Europe, and
leverageandinfluenceoverthesecountries.It
hasalsoawakenedoldfearsinsomecountries
aboutRussia andGermany coming together
againsttherestofEurope.
SomeEUmembershavesecurityconcerns

about Russian presence in theirwaters, re-
quired to guard the 1,222-kmpipeline that
goesundertheBalticSeapastFinland,Sweden,
andPolandbeforeenteringGermany.

America’s concerns
TheUS believes the pipeline could give

Russia toomuch leverage and influenceover
Europe,increasesthethreatofaRussianinva-
sionofUkraine,andhindersitsowneffortsto
containRussianleaderVladimirPutin.
TheUShas been opposed to the project

from the start, but Germany under then
ChancellorAngelaMerkelpushedaheadwith
it.DespitethestraininMoscow-Berlintiesover
theAlexeiNavalnyaffair–Merkelblamedthe
KremlinfortheattackontheRussianopposi-
tionleader–the$11-billionpipelinewascom-
pleted in September 2021; it it is awaiting
Germancertificationtobecomeoperational.
EvenbeforetheUkrainecrisis, theUShad

imposed somesanctions against it, although
inMay2021,theBidenAdministrationwaived
two sanctions thatwouldhave torpedoed it
entirely, inabidtogivediplomacyachance.
InJuly,PresidentJoeBidenandMerkelsat

down to talk, agreeing in broad terms that
Russiawouldnotbeallowedtousethepipeline
asaweaponagainstUkraine.ButMerkelalso
said the twosideshad “come todifferent as-
sessmentsastowhatthisprojectentails”.
The two leaderswere seen to have pre-

vented a breakdownof the transatlantic al-
liancethatUSsanctionsagainstGermanyand
other supporters of thepipeline inEurope—
notablyFrance,AustriaandtheNetherlands—
mighthavebroughtabout.Butsomealsosaw
itasasurrenderbytheUS.
Over the last fewweeks, Bidenandother

USofficials havebeenvocal that if Russia in-
vadesUkraine,NordStream2wouldbeamong
the first casualties . “If Russia invades, that

means tanksor troops crossing theborderof
Ukraineagain, then therewill be– therewill
benolongeraNordStream2,”Bidensaiddur-
ingajointnewsconferencewiththeGerman
ChancellorOlafScholz.“Wewillbringanend
toit ... Ipromiseyouwewillbeabletodoit.”
Accordingtosomeanalysts,theUSseesthe

comingtogetherofRussiaandGermanyinan

economicpartnershipasaprecursortoupend-
ing its role as the guarantor of security in
Europe, andNord Stream2as a threat to an
arrangementthathasexistedfromtheendof
WorldWarIIandthestartof theColdWar.

Scholz’s diplomacy
Scholz,whoundertook theUSvisit in re-

sponse to criticismathomeandabroad that
he has been “missing in action” during the
Ukraine crisis even as French President
EmmanuelMacron took the leadwith his
shuttlediplomacybetweenKyivandMoscow,
held out the reassurance thatGermanywas
notabouttobreakawayfromitsNATOallies.
“We'reonevoice, anddothings together

andwemadeitverycleariftherewasmilitary
aggressionagainstUkraine,thiswillentailse-
vere consequences thatweagreedupon to-
gether,” Scholz said. But it was noticed that
hedidnotutterthewordNordStreamduring
hisvisit.
LikeMacron, Scholz also held talkswith

UkrainianPresidentVolodymyrZelenskyand
proceedednexttoMoscowfortalkswithPutin.
Evenastheyreiteratedtheirdifferentpositions
anddemands,,Russiaannouncedonthesame
day that it had “partially”withdrawn troops
from the Ukrainian border. It is unclear if
Russia'stroopwithdrawalhadanythingtodo
withScholz,butithashelpedsalvagesomeof
hisimageasaleaderofEurope.

US, EUandgas
The US's insistent opposition to Nord

Stream2overthreeadministrations—Obama,
TrumpandnowBiden–has reviveddiscus-
siononanoldquestion askedwhenever the
USentersanarenaof conflict– “is it all about
theoil”,orinthiscasegas.
TheEUimportslessthan5%ofitsgasfrom

theUS(thetopfoursuppliersareRussiaat41%,
Norway at 16%, Algeria at 7.6% andQatar at
5.2%, according to 2019 figures). But as anet
exporter of LNG since themiddle of the last
decade, theUSwants to expand itsmarkets
and reach in the continent. According toone
estimate,23%ofUSexportsofgasaretotheEU
now,andin2021,hitahighof21billioncubic
metres (bcm). Among thebuyers are France,
Italy, Spain, Greece, Portugal and host of
smallercountries.USexportsareseenbysome
asvitaltothediversificationofEurope'senergy
supplies,anditsenergysecurity.InJanuary,in
awar-likeatmosphere,Europeimportedmore
gasfromtheUSthanfromRussia.

NordStreamcapacity
Nord Stream2 is an expansion of Nord

Stream,whichbecamefunctionalin2011.Like
thefirstpipeline,NordStream2comprisestwo
pipelineswiththeidenticalcombinedcarrying
capacityof55bcmofgasperyear.Russiaisre-
ported tohave exported 168bcm toEurope
through this and other pipelines transiting
throughUkraine in 2020. Germanywas the
biggestbuyerat56bcm, Italybought20bcm
andtheNetherlands11bcm.
Russia’seconomyismainlydependenton

exportsofoilandgas,andEuropeisitslargest
buyer.NordStream2cancutbothways.This
isperhapswhyScholzwasmovedenoughto
sayitwashis“damnedduty”topreventwar.
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ONCECONSIDEREDapowerhouse in ship-
buildingwith an order book of Rs 16,600
crore,Gujarat’s ABGShipyard is nowunder
probeforfraud.OnacomplaintbyStateBank
of India, the CBI recently booked ABG
Shipyard,itsdirectors,andABGInternational
PvtLimitedforallegedlycausinglossesofRs
22,842croretoaconsortiumof28banks.

Adecadeof losses
Until the endof 2012-13, ABGShipyard

wasthriving,withanetprofitofRs107crore.
The slide started the following year,with a
lossofRs199crore.ByMarch2016,itsnetloss
hadmounted toRs3,704 crore, up fromRs
897crorein2014-15.Revenueshadfallento
Rs37crore, fromRs401croreayearearlier.
The companyundertookadebt restruc-

turing exercise in 2013-14. In its annual re-
port that year, it cited cancellation of new
ship/vessel orders, reduced lending from

banks,highborrowingcost,lowcapacityutil-
isationoftheDahejshipyardinSurat,andthe
expiry of theCentre’s shipbuilding subsidy
schemein2007.
Anindependentauditor'sreport,annexed

withABGShipyard’sannualreportfor2015-
16,mentionslegalproceedingsbysomecred-
itors, and a showcause notice from the
DirectorateofRevenueIntelligence,Mumbai
thatallegedfraudbyABGemployees.There-
port said the auditor and themanagement
hadnotnoticedorreportedanyfraud.

Growth
Registered with the Registrar of

CompaniesinAhmedabad,ABGShipyardLtd
was incorporated asMagdalla ShipyardPvt
Ltd inMarch1985. It becameABGShipyard
PvtLtdinMay1995andABGShipyardLtdin
June1995.
Between1990,when itdelivered its first

ship,and2013, itbuiltover165ships,80%of
themforinternationalcustomers.In2000,it
gotitsfirstgovernmentordertobuildtwoin-
ceptorboatsfortheCoastGuard;in2011,the

Centregaveitalicencetobuilddefenceships
includingsubmarines.
By February2012, ABGShipyardhadan

orderbookofRs16,600crore. Itsmainship-
yardwas spreadover35acres on thebanks
of theTapiinMagdalla,Surat. It latersetupa
second shipyard inDahej, Bharuch, 150km
from Magdalla, following an MoU with
GujaratMaritimeBoardforlong-termleaseof
landandwaterfrontusage.

ThecompanysignedMoUsforlargeproj-
ects at VibrantGujarat summits, including
oneofRs2500croreforathirdshipyard.

Acquisitions&subsidiaries
ABG Shipyard acquired UAE-based

CrossoceanShipRepairLimited,FZE,Fujairah
on January22,2006,but sold itoff inMarch
2008. In 2007-08, ABG acquired Vipul
ShipyardadjacenttoitsMagdallashipyard.

A key acquisitionwas ofWestern India
ShipyardLimited(WISL),Goa,throughadeal
with ICICIbankandother lenders.ABGheld
a60.15%controllingstakeinWISL,whichre-
pairedshipsoftheNavy,CoastGuardandpri-
vateplayers. It recordeditshighest turnover
ofRs114crorein2010-11,beforeslippinginto
theredin2012-13.Thecompanysuspended
shiprepairoperationsin2016.In2015-16,its
promotersdecidedtodisinvestfromit.
ABG International Pvt Ltdwas thehold-

ingcompany.ABGShipyardhadacontrolling
stake in Eleventh LandDevelopers Pvt Ltd,
ABGFPSOPvtandVipulShipyard.Atvarious
points, ithadover55subsidiarycompanies.

Seizure and liquidation
In2007,ABGShipyardhadinkedaRs50-

croreMoU for amaritime university. On
Monday,theGujaratIndustrialDevelopment
Corporation(GIDC)onMondaytookposses-
sion of 1.21 lakh sq m land allotted in
Icchapore,Surat,fortheuniversity.“Wehave
takenbackpossession of land as itwas not
usedforthepurposeallottedtothecompany,”

GIDCvice-chairmanMThennarasansaid.
Theplot hadbeenallotted at Rs 700/ sq

m, 50%oftheprevailingpremiumpriceofRs
1,400/ sqm,aconcession red-flagged in the
CAG report tabled in theAssembly in2014.
TheCAGhadalsofoundtheGujaratMaritime
Board (GMB) not taking action against the
shipbuilderfornon-paymentof leaserental.
GMBofficialsconfirmedthatduesfromABG
Shipyardarestillpending.
InanorderonApril25,2019in ICICIBank

vsABGShipyard, theNationalCompanyLaw
Tribunal(NCLT)orderedtheliquidationofthe
companyunderSection33oftheInsolvency
andBankruptcyCode.InDecember2020,the
NCLT’s Ahmedabadbench allowed the liq-
uidator tocarryoutprivatesaleof assets, af-
ter anauction foundnobidders.Apart from
five ships, the assets being liquidated are
92,000sqmresidential landinBharuchand
Gaviar, 4.14 lakh sqm industrial land near
Magdallaport,and27acresagriculturalland
inDiamondHarbour,Kolkata.

INPUTSFROMKAMAALSAIYED,SURAT

Ukraine: why Germany matters
SIMPLYPUT

Russiahasannouncedwithdrawalof sometroopsfromtheUkraineborder,butUSconcernsremainaround
theRussia-to-GermanyNordStream2gaspipeline.Alookattheeconomicsandthegeopolitics involved.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,FEBRUARY16

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish Kumar on
TuesdaysaidFebruary15wouldhenceforth
be commemorated as “Shahid Diwas” in
memory of the 34 freedom fighters who
were killed by police in Tarapur town (now
subdivision) of Bihar’s Munger district 90
yearsago.PrimeMinisterNarendraModihad
referredtotheTarapurmassacreinhisMann
kiBaat radioaddressof January2021.

What happened
On February 15, 1932, a group of young

freedomfightersplannedtohoist an Indian
national flag at Thana Bhavan in Tarapur.
Policewereawareoftheplan,andseveralof-

ficerswerepresentatthespot.Around2pm,
even as the police carried out a brutal lath-
icharge, oneGopal Singh succeeded in rais-
ingtheflagatThanaBhavan.A4,000-strong
crowd pelted the policewith stones, injur-

inganofficerof thecivil administration.
The police responded by opening indis-

criminate fire on the crowd. After about 75
roundswere fired,and34bodieswere found
at thespot.Only13couldbe identified,how-
ever:VishwanathSingh(Chhatrahar),Mahipal
Singh(Ramchua),SheetalChamar(Asarganj),
Sukul Sonar (Tarapur), Santa Pasi (Tarapur),
Jhonti Jha (Satkhariya), SingheshwarRajhans
(Bihma), BadriMandal (Dhanpura), Basant
Dhanuk (Laudhia), Rameshwar Mandal
(Padbhada),GaibiSingh(Maheshpur),Asharfi
Mandal (Kastikri), and Chandi Mahto
(Chorgaon).Theother21remainunidentified.

The recognition
The Samyukta Socialist PartyMLA from

Tarapur,BNPrashant,firstsoughtrecognition
for the freedom fighters in 1967. But itwas

only in1984 that theBihar government ear-
marked100sqfeet foramemorial infrontof
ThanaBhavan,andinstalledamarbleplaque
withthenamesof the13identifieddead.
UndertheNitishgovernment,13statues

were erected. OnTuesday, the CMannoun-
cedthatanother21statues,symbolisingthe
unidentifieddead,wouldsoonbeerected.
TheChiefMinister’s announcement is an

attempt to recognise and to takepride in the
modernhistory of the state. Themention of
thepolicefiringbythePrimeMinisterprovided
urgencytotheprojecttodevelopandbeautify
thesite.Ithasalsobeenpointedoutthatthose
killedby thepoliceweremainlymembersof
ScheduledCastesandOBCs, a fact thatpoliti-
calpartieswouldliketoappropriate.
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OVER THEYEARS, COUNTRIES’ DEPENDENCEONRUSSIANGAS
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NSE’S FAILURES
SEBI’sorderpoints toglaringgovernance lapsesat stock
exchange, calls for institutingchecksandbalances

LASTWEEK,THESecurities andExchangeBoardof India (SEBI)passed its final
order in a sordid saga, involving the country’s largest stockexchange. Theor-
der,stronglycensuringseniorofficialsof theNSE,includingitsformerMDand
CEO Chitra Ramkrishna, throws light on a series of governance lapses at the

stockexchange. Thestockexchange regulatorhas levied fineson theparties involved in
acts of impropriety, and also barred NSE from introducing any newproducts for a six-
monthperiod.Giventhescaleofmisgovernance, includingtheviolationof several rules
andregulations,however,harsherpenaltieswerecalledfor.Moreworryingly,theepisode
hasexposed theabsenceof checksandbalancesat thestockexchange.
SEBI’sorderrevolvesaroundtheirregularitiesintheappointmentofAnandSubramanian

whoheldkeypostsatthestockexchangebetween2013and2016.ItnotesthatSubramanian
wasgiven“anexorbitantlyhighercompensation/salarypackage”,despitehimhaving“no
relevantexperienceinthepositioninwhichhewasappointed.”Theinvestigationhasfound
Ramkrishna guilty of giving Subramanian “frequent, arbitrary anddisproportionate in-
creasesinthecompensation”.Butthis,astheprobereportreveals,wasmorethancorrup-
tionbyindividualsatthehelm.That“concernsregardingdelegationofsubstantialpower”
toSubramanian,whowasmerelyaconsultant,werenotraisedattheNSEboardrevealsse-
riousinstitutionalfailings.It’smystifyingthatRamakrishnasharedconfidentialinformation
suchas“organisationalstructure,dividendscenario,financialresults,humanresourcespol-
icyandrelatedissues,responsetoregulator”withan“unknownperson”throughanunof-
ficialemail id.Thisunknownperson“significantly influencedthedecisionmaking”of the
stock exchange’sMDandCEO. According to Ramkrishna, the unknownpersonwas one
YogiParamahansa,whowas“maybelargelydwellingintheHimalayanranges”.Aforensic
investigationbyE&Yhas,however,revealedthatthis“unknown”personandSubramanian
werethesame—afindingthattheNSEhasconcurredwith.
Thesearenotcrimesofomission.TheSEBIorderexposesthecomplicityof theboard

intheunseemlyepisode. Itnotesthattheboardwas“awareof theexchangeofconfiden-
tial information”withanunknownperson.However, theNSEanditsboardtook“acon-
scious decision to not report thematter to SEBI andkeep thematter underwraps.” It is
apparent that the board, packedwithwell-known figures in financial circles, failed to
dischargeitsduties.Stepsmustbeimmediatelytakentoensurethatsuchfailingsdonot
recurandaspersionsarenot raisedonNSE’s statusasan independent institution.

ONE MORE EXIT
AshwaniKumarhas flaggedwhat’swrongwiththeCongress.
Nomarks forguessingwhether theparty is listening

ASHWANI KUMARHAS had a solid career in public service, mostly under
Congress governments. Hewas appointed the youngest Solicitor General
of India in 1991, servedmultiple terms in the Rajya Sabha and as a Union
minister.KumarwasalsoseenasbeingclosetopartypresidentSoniaGandhi,

aveteran“oldguard leader.”Hisdecision to leave theparty in themiddleof acrucial set
ofAssemblyelectionsislikelytobedismissedbysomewithinthepartyas“opportunism”.
Indeed,a leaderhas takenaswipeathimsayinghewantsaRajyaSabhaseat.Yet, the is-
sues Kumar has flagged—he’s not the first one to do so— reinforce that the reason so
many leaders, young and old, have left the GrandOld Party is that it has ossified, is ill-
equippedtotakeontheBJP juggernaut,andhas littlespacefor thosewhoaskquestions.
“The Congress has ceased to be themouthpiece of national aspirations anddoes not

promiseatransformative leadershiptothenation...Theinternalprocessesof thepartydi-
minished individual leaders,whichcollectivelydebilitatedtheparty.Hopeforcorrectives
standsbelied,”Kumartoldthisnewspaper.Thereasonsarenotfartoseek.Novisibleintro-
spectiondespitemultipleelectoraldefeatsandcallstodosobyagroupof23seniorCongress
members(G-23);anideologicalmovingawayfromthecentreonmanyissues;adisconnect
fromkeyprotestmovements;inabilitytoattractallies;allhavecastanunflatteringlighton
the party’s top leadership. Even after two resounding defeats in Lok Sabha elections, the
leadershipcrisisseemsinterminable.Formuchofhercurrenttermsince2019,SoniaGandhi
hasservedas the“interimpresident”.Despitecalls for internaldemocracyand“collective
leadership structure”, the party seemsunable to lookbeyond “the family” for a leader to
steer it. Thedecline in theCongress’s electoral fortuneshasbeenmatchedby its ideologi-
calconfusiononissueslikeArticle370andtheRamMandir.Instateelections,erstwhileal-
lies—liketheSPinUttarPradeshandtheRJDinBihar—seemtoviewthepartyasadrag.
Beingoutofofficeforthebetterpartofadecadedoesreducetheabilityofapoliticalparty

toprovideinducementstoitsleaders.ButtheCongressleadership’sfailuresareofadifferent
order. Itdoesnotseemtorealisethatthecontoursof Indianpoliticshaveshiftedsubstanti-
ally. Itscentralpole isnowaformidable, ideologicallydrivenBJP,nottheGrandOldParty.A
parliamentarydemocracy,especiallyinacountryasdiverseasIndia,requiresarobustnational
opposition.TheCongress,even in itscurrentstate, remainsapartywithapan-Indiaprese-
nce.ToplayitsroleastheprimeOppositionforce,however,itwillneedtoapplyseveralcorrec-
tives.Forstarters,theparty’stopleadershipmustlistentovoicesthatdemandchangeaswell
ascomeupwithanarrativethatcapturesthevoters’ imaginationsandstrikesachordwith
theiraspirations.Itcouldbeginbynottrashingthosewholeave--butlistentowhattheysay.

KING OF DISCO
BappiLahiri introducedavibrantnewsoundtoHindi film
music.Heshowcasedhisversatility inunforgettablemelodies

INDISCODANCER,a1982filmwrittenbyRahiMasoomReza,protagonistAnil(Mithun
Chakraborty)–aweddingandstreetsingerfromMumbai’s(thenBombay)slums–
metamorphoses into Jimmy, thediscodancer, afterbeingspottedbya talentman-
ager. On stage, he plays the guitar, and sings “Zindagimera gaana,main isi ka dee-

wana…Iamadiscodancer,”dressedinaglittering jumpsuit.Thecrowdgoesberserk,gy-
ratingalongwiththesynthheavytuneasJimmyispropelledtostardom.Thecountrywas
stillintheeraofthe“angryyoungman”.ButJimmytookonthesystemwithsomethingdif-
ferent:Hissonganddance,especiallydisco,agenrethatwasjustaboutfindingitsfeetinIndia.
GivingmusictoJimmy’ssongwasBappiLahiri,whopassedawayonWednesday.
WithDiscoDancer,LahiriwasattemptingtoredefineHindifilmmusicafterbeginning

hiscareerwithmelody-drivenpiecesinZakhmee,ChalteChalteandAapkiKhatir.Thefilm’s
songs captured the imagination of people in the Soviet Union and China, countries that
wouldn’tallowanythingWesternandAmericaninsidetheirboundaries,andmadeMithun
Chakrabortyahouseholdnamethere.EventodayRussianssingsongsfromDiscoDancer.
Lahiri followed it upwith songs like “Jawani jaan-e-man”, “Raat baaki” (NamakHalaal),
“Zoobizoobi”(DanceDance),“Yaarbinachain”(Saaheb),thesongsofSharaabiamongoth-
ers. Therewas also an attempt at composing ghazalswith “Kisi nazar ko” (Aitbaar). He
workedextensivelywithLataMangeshkar,AshaBhosle,hismaternaluncleKishoreKumar,
UshaUthupandAlishaChinai.
Aloverof fishcurryandgoldchains,Lahirineverpaidmuchheedtoaccusationsofpla-

giarism and basked in the glory that his career and the love of masses offered him. He
madeit tothe juryof theGrammysin2012—thefirst Indianmusiciantodoso.Theking
of discowill be fondly remembered.

MKBhadrakumar

Shayma S

Thoughwarhysteriahasbeendialleddown,
differencesbetweenRussiaandNATOremain

THE GIRLS AT THE COLLEGE GATE
RisinganxietyovervisibleassertionofMuslimwomenspills over inhijabban

OUREMBASSYINKyivhasnotifiedthatgiven
“theuncertaintiesofthecurrentsituation”in
Ukraine,Indiannationals“mayconsiderleav-
ingtemporarily.”Itreadslikeaprecautionary
step judiciously pre-empting accusations of
apathy.Atthesametime,thewarhysteriaap-
pearstobepeteringout.Therewasnevergo-
ingtobeanyRussianinvasion,afterall.Rather,
theRussianobjective is—hasbeen—topre-
ventUkraine’s inductionasaNATOmember,
which could bring the alliance’smissiles to
withinfiveminutesof strikingdistancefrom
Moscow and that unhappy land’s evanes-
cenceasastrategicbuffer.
Yet,donotruleoutaRussianintervention

inUkraine. Arguably, theremay even be an
inevitability about it if Washington contin-
uesto ignoreMoscow’skeydemandsforse-
curity guarantee—NATO’s non-expansion,
non-deployment of strikeweapons that are
a threat toRussia and, ingeneral, Europe re-
vertingtothemilitaryandmilitary-technical
configurationsof1997positionswhenRussia
andNATO signed the Founding Act. But the
goodpart is, interventionremainsahypoth-
esisasofnow.
TheIndianadvisorycomesatatimewhen

tensions appear to be easing somewhat, fol-
lowing US President Joe Biden’s call with
RussianPresidentVladimirPutinonFebruary
12. The torrential flowof (good) news since
thensignalsasharedinteresttopullbackfrom
theprecipiceasifprotagonistspeeredintothe
abyss below and didn’t likewhat they saw.
Putinhasdecidedtotakeupcertainproposals
Bidenmadetohim,althoughthey“didnotre-
ally address the central, key elements” of
Russia’s security guarantee. In essence, the
KremlinisrespondingpositivelytotheWhite
House offer to keep the dialogue track run-
ning.Of course,Moscow is also interested in
followingup theUSoffer to discuss second-
ary issues such asmeasures to address the
problemsof land-basedshort- and interme-
diate-rangemissilesandproposalsonarange
ofmeasures to reducemilitary risks, confi-
dence-buildingmeasuresandmilitarytrans-
parency (which are actually almost entirely
old Russian proposals thatWashingtonhad
previously ignored).
AtaKremlinmeetingonMonday,Foreign

MinisterLavrovtoldPutinthat“thereisalways
achance”tocometotermswiththeUSonthe
core issues, and “our opportunities are far

fromexhausted…Ithinkweshouldstillcon-
tinue to pursue and build on them at this
point.”Thisbreakingnewsevokedararepos-
itive utterance from theWhiteHouse: “We
(US)areactivelyworkingtoreachadiplomatic
solution, tode-escalate the crisis…Thepath
for diplomacy remains available if Russia
choosestoengageconstructively…Itremains
unclear which path Russia will choose to
take…Clearly,wewould prefer the path of
diplomacy.”LavrovhassincespokentotheUS
Secretary of State AntonyBlinken at the lat-
ter’s initiative.TheRussianreadoutsays:“On
ourpart, itwasstressedthatit isnecessaryto
continue jointwork… (Lavrov) called for a
pragmaticdialogueontheentirespectrumof
issues raised by Russia, with a focus on the
principleof indivisiblesecurity.”
Meanwhile,theRussianDefenceMinistry

alsoannouncedonTuesdaythat theRussian
troops that have completed their drills in
Belaruswillbeginreturningtotheirplacesof
regular deployment. Similarly, the troops of
Russia’s SouthernMilitaryDistrict have be-
gun returning to their permanent bases too
afterdrills inCrimea.
Thishintsatacriticalmassaccruingatthe

diplomaticlevel.Indeed,Kremlinspokesman
DmitryPeskovtoldCNNthatPutinis“willing
tonegotiate.”Itistemptingtoconjecturethat
thedarkcloudsaredissipatingandthesunis
struggling tobreak through. So, is the Indian
traveladvisoryacaseofdelayedreflexaction?
Theansweris,thecurrentsituationisstill

fraught with grave uncertainties. The 50-
minute press conference at the Kremlin
Tuesdayeveningafterathree-hourmeeting
between Putin and visiting German
ChancellorOlaf Schulzclarifiedthattheten-
sionsinRussia’srelationswiththeWestcan-
notdissipateeasilyasthetwosidesradically
differ on the fundamental question of what
constitutessecurity.Simplyput,Washington
insists on the primacy of absolute security
that allows the right of individual states to
chooseways of ensuring their own security
and joining anymilitaryunionsor alliances.
On the contrary, Moscow invokes various
post-ColdWar European covenants on col-
lectivesecurity,whichenshrinethekeyprin-
ciples of equal and indivisible security and
uphold the liability of every country not to
strengthen one’s security at the expense of
thesecurityofothercountries.

Thiscontradictioncannotbewishedaway
and it poses a conceptual hurdle to reaching
common ground apropos of Moscow’s
Decemberproposalsonsecurityguarantees.
Equally,perhaps,thereisacriticalityinthesit-
uationwithinUkraine itself,which ishidden
fromview. The regime is shaky and is adrift,
speaking inmultiplevoices, andthepolitical
climate remainscombustiblewith therising
insecurityandgrowingtendenciesofauthor-
itarianism.Kyivbalksatattemptstoforceitto
implementtheMinskagreements,especially
itssimplifiedversionknownastheSteinmeier
Formula (named after the present German
president) calling for elections to be held in
the separatist-held region under OSCE
(Organisation for Security andCo-operation
inEurope)supervisionandprovidingforaself-
governing status for those territories. Russia
complainsthattheWestfailedtoputpressure
onKyivtomoveinthatdirection.
Thentherearethedarkforcesofneo-Nazi

extremenationalistswithcovertexternalsup-
portwhowieldbig streetpowerandarevir-
ulently anti-Russian.What forma backlash
maytakeisthe“X”factor.Theworst-casesce-
nario could be ethnic cleansing or genocide
directedagainstethnicRussians(whichisal-
ready happening sporadically). Equally, the
fascistforcesmaystagesomeincidentagainst
the self-proclaimedDonbass republics and
forceRussiatointervenetopreventahuman-
itariancatastropheonitsborders.
Moscowhaskeptreadytheparliamentary

approval for recognising the twobreakaway
Donbass republics just in case a need arises.
From theRussianperspective, the twomost
powerfulwarriors are patience and time, to
borrow thewords of Leo Tolstoy. Things are
on a razor’s edge. India’s stance at theQuad
ministerial last week in Canberra is com-
mendable, as apparent fromExternalAffairs
MinisterS Jaishankar’s reportedhesitancyto
identifywiththeUShyperboleabout“Russian
aggression”andtothestrongadvocacytoin-
sertaRussiatemplate into itsso-calledIndo-
Pacific strategy. According toAustralianme-
dia, if the Quad joint statement failed to
condemnRussia, itwas solely on account of
India’srejectionof it.

Thewriter isaformerdiplomatwhoworked
ontheIran-Pakistan-Afghanistandeskinthe

MinistryofExternalAffairs

ANOTHERDAY,ANOTHERsceneofintimida-
tion for the hundreds of Muslim girls and
women across Karnatakawho find them-
selves locked out of schools and colleges,
threatened,isolated,andevensegregatedinto
classrooms. They face a challenging route in
the courtroom aswell, with the Karnataka
HighCourtplacinganinterimstayonallreli-
giousclothinginclassrooms.Thecourthasef-
fectively suspended the fundamental rights
of a groupof citizens, ensuring thatuntil the
case is resolved, the girlsmust choose to re-
main at homeor step into classroomswith-
outwhat they believe is an essential part of
faithandmodesty.
Is thequestionhereof religious freedom;

orofthehijab,of“uniformity”orofuniforms?
Is it about the fact that coastalKarnataka is a
heavilypolarisedregion,whereorganisations
like theBajrangDal andVHPhaveplayedoff
communities against each otherwhile sow-
ing the seeds forHindutvamajoritarianism?
Right-wingsupportersarguethatthehijabvi-
olatesuniform,andconsequently,uniformity.
The Karnataka government order says that
studentscannotwearclothesthatviolatepub-
lic law, order and integrity. Can a tilak, Sikh
turbanorhijabviolatepublicorder?Asoneof
thegirlsfromKundapuraasked:Doesmyhi-
jabmakeanynoise?
The advocate for the students of a

Kundapura college in theKarnatakaHCcase

pointed out that religious symbols have al-
waysbeenapartofpublic life in India, allud-
ingtotheIndianmodelofpositivesecularism
rather than theEuropeanmodel of negating
religionfrompubliclife.Mostfundamentally,
ongroundsofArticles14,21,25andtheprom-
iseof theRighttoEducationenshrinedinthe
Constitution, denying access toMuslimgirls
merely because they wear a headscarf is
patentlyunconstitutionalandillegal.Several
judgments have defended the right towear
religioussymbolsineducationalinstitutions,
andtheessentialityofhijabinIslamhasbeen
provenincourts.
Withexamsintwomonths,itappearsthat

the entire burdenofmaintaining “public or-
der”anddefusing“polarisation”hasfallenon
youngMuslimwomen.Thestatehasfailedto
maintain public order, allowing youngmen
toheckle thesegirls, harass themandphysi-
cally corner themas they try to enter their
schools. Thedispute has beenprojected as a
“controversy” or a “row” of competing
protests. But theMuslimgirls havebeenob-
servinghijabandattendingschoolandcollege
foryears.Theyhavenotprotestedtheirclass-
mateswearingsaffronscarves,ortheBJPlead-
erswhowearreligioussymbolsinParliament.
All theyseektodoisentertheirclassrooms.
Somecommentators andBJP lawmakers

in thestatehavebeguntoarguethat thegirls
aremere“pawns”inthehandsofsomeorgan-

isations.This isanage-oldargument.Muslim
women,inparticular,areseenasincapableof
choosing for themselves—whether itwas in
thecaseof theShaheenBaghprotests,where
itwasallegedwithoutanyproofthattheresi-
dentsoftheareawerebeingpaidRs500each
to sit there; orHadiya, thehomeopathydoc-
torinKeralawhoembracedIslamandwasput
underhousearrest.TheurgetorescueMuslim
women,oftenfromMuslimmen,whoarepor-
trayedas oppressive andviolently orthodox,
isdominantinHindutvadiscourse.ButMuslim
womenwhoenterhighereducationandspeak
forthemselvesareadoublethreat;impossible
to“rescue”anddifficulttosilence.
So, perhaps, it is not about the hijab, or

aboutpublicorder.Perhaps,itistherisinganx-
ietyoverMuslimsandotherminoritiesinthe
publicsphere,whoarefightingtheirwayinto
educational institutionsandjobs.
In 1960, a six-year-old Black girl, Ruby

Bridges, became the first girl fromher com-
munity to enter an all-white school inNew
Orleans, US. To be able to do so, she needed
fieldmarshalstodefendher.Dowewishthat
Muslimwomeninhijabbeheckled,attacked
andhumiliatedastheyenterschoolsandcol-
leges? All because they follow their faith, a
rightenshrinedintheConstitution.

Thewriter isaresearcherat JNUinlawand
governance

The current situation is still
fraught with grave
uncertainties. The 50-minute
press conference at the
Kremlin Tuesday evening
after a three-hour meeting
between Putin and visiting
German Chancellor Olaf
Schulz clarified that the
tensions in Russia’s relations
with the West cannot
dissipate easily as the two
sides radically differ on the
fundamental question of
what constitutes security.
Simply put, Washington
insists on the primacy of
absolute security that allows
the right of individual states
to choose ways of ensuring
their own security and
joining any military
unions or alliances.
Moscow invokes various
post-Cold War European
covenants on collective
security, which enshrine the
key principles of equal and
indivisible security.

The advocate for the
students of a Kundapura
college in the Karnataka
High Court case pointed out
that religious symbols have
always been a part of public
life in India, alluding to the
unique Indian model of
positive secularism rather
than the European model
of negating religion from
public life.
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Music is truly universal and has no

boundaries.
— BAPPI LAHIRITHEEDITORIALPAGE

ANJIAH TO QUIT
WITHIN MINUTES OF the arrival of the
Union Industries Minister N D Tiwari and
theAICC(I)generalsecretaryGKMoopanar
in Hyderabad, T Anjiah announced that he
had informed the party high command of
hisdesiretostepdownaschiefminister.The
two observers from Delhi drove from the
LakeViewguesthouse to thePrajaBhawan,
theofficialresidenceof theCMforconsulta-
tions. Emerging from the roomwhile the
discussions were on, Anjiah beckoned the
reportersandmadetheannouncement.He
saidthathecommunicatedhisdesiretostep
down two days ago. He is likely to submit
hisresignationtothegovernoraftertheob-

servers submit their report.

TEXTILE STRIKE
THECENTREAGREESwiththeMaharashtra
government that there canbeno talkswith
the tradeunion leaderDatta Samant to end
the textile workers strike. The stand of the
Centre against the Antulay supporter was
made clear by CommerceMinister Shivaraj
Patil who also holds the textiles portfolio.
Theministermaintainedthattalkswillhave
to be with “recognised unions” and not
with “unrecognised people”. He admitted
that the Indian Cotton Mills Association
hadmade some suggestions and they have

been advised to hold talks with the recog-
nisedunions.

VIOLENCE IN PUNE
SPORADIC INCIDENTSOFviolencewere re-
ported inPuneasChiefMinisterBabasaheb
Bhonsleaddressedanall partypeacemeet-
ingat thecity’s townhall.

FRUGAL NEW ZEALAND
NEW ZEALANDWILL close its high com-
mission inDelhi to help lower the govern-
ment’s spending, Prime Minister Robert
Muldoon said.

FEBRUARY 17, 1982, FORTYYEARSAGO

Ukraine on the brink
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The problem is not a lack of means, but of will: relief is an easier political sell in
the US, which is also believed to have blocked other countries from unfreezing
funds.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Relying on chance events to
drive reform might work in
rare circumstances, but not
when the aspiration is to
become a $10 trillion
economy by 2030. Realising
this target or even coming
close to it will require
sustained growth of over 15
per cent per annum in
nominal GDP — that’s no
mean task. Recall that the
golden period of India’s
growth fetched an 8.1 per cent
increase in real GDP between
2004 and 2009. Even during
this period, the growth story
was cut short by the global
financial crisis and devilled
intermittently by
institutional weaknesses.

DURING THE 2014 election campaign, I
sawNarendraModi,RahulGandhi,Arvind
Kejriwal, andevenLKAdvanion thecam-
paign trail. But none compared to Bappi
Lahiri,whodiedonWednesdayat theage
of 69.
At the time, he was the BJP candidate

for the Sreerampur constituency inWest
Bengal. Modi himself had come down to
give Bappi-da a boost. But it wasn’t really
necessary. Lahiri, with his sunglasses and
goldchains,waschamak-challoenough.He
justtookhisoldsongsandturnedtheminto
electionanthems.“‘D’sehotahai ‘dance’, ‘I’
se hota hai ‘item’, ‘S’ se hota hai ‘singer’”
fromDisco Dancerwas turned into “‘B’ se
hota hai ‘Bharatiya’, ‘J’ se hota hai ‘Janata’,
‘P’ sehotahai ‘Party’.”“Dedepyarde”from
Sharaabi became “BJP ko vote de, Bappida
kovotede.”Followedby“Intehahogayi, in-
tezaarki, aagayaModiji, pranaamModiji.”
Bappi-da lost the electionbut thatwas

onerallyfromwhicheveryoneleftgrinning.
Weknewthathisrepertoireofhitswas

sometimes, to put it politely, “influenced”
by other songs. In 2002, Saregama and
Bappi Lahiri sued Universal Music Group
and Dr Dre for the unauthorised use of
Lahiri's “Thoda resham lagta hai” in the
song“Addictive”.Andtheywon.“Thodare-
shamlagtahai”wasfromthe1981film Jyoti.
That film, ironically, also had the song
“Chidiya chon chon”whichwas, says Film
Companion, “anunabashedcopy”oftheca-
lypsohit“MaryAnn”byRoaringLion.Then,
10 years after Jyoti, Bappi Lahiri used the
songagain,thistimefor“Wholeday,whole
night” inYodha.
Imitationwasthesincerestformof flat-

tery at a time when Levis jeans rip-offs
were being sold as Lavis in India and
CampaColawasfillinginforCocaCola.We
weren’t snooty about copies. We just
wanted a goodonewith “the great Indian
taste” as Campa Cola claimed. That was
where Bappi-da shone. He was a bit of a
magpie but whether it was Europop,
Bengalikirtan,Rabindrasangeetorfolk,he
gave it his own Bappi Lahiri spin. Hewas
like baby Gopal caught with a lump of
stolenbutter.Except, insteadofprotesting
“Main nahin makhan khaya”, he disarm-
inglysaid,“It isatradition.SalilChowdhury
also copied Mozart. S D Burman also
copied, RDBurman copied a lot.” Andwe
collectivelychuckledandkeptgroovingto
“Jimmy, Jimmy, Jimmy” ( aka “T’esOK” by

theFrenchgroupOttawan).
Wesometimesforgetthatthemanwho

gave us “Taaki re taaki” also gave us songs
thatsoundedvery“un-Bappi”—the lilting
“Awaaz di hai” in Aitbaar or the poignant
“Zidnakaro” from LahuKeDoRang. Or the
genre-bending 12-minute “Ke pag ghun-
groo”, regarding which Kishore Kumar
complainedthathehadbeenmadetosing
four songs for the price of one. Alokesh
(Bappi) Lahiri was a seriousmusician. His
father Aparesh Lahiri gave Bengalis one of
theirgreatestpatriotichits—“Ekbaarbiday
deMa”. LataMangeshkar apparently sug-
gested that Bappi Lahiri train under the
tablamaestroSamtaPrasad.Hecomposed
his first song at the age of 11 and at 14 he
hadaBengali film,Dadu,underhisbeltasa
music director. The “un-Bappi” songsmay
beexamplesofhisunrealisedpotentialbut,
in the end, he knewwhat the box office
wanted. This was a time of pelvic thrusts
and non-stop gyrations on screen. And he
keptdeliveringthemusictoaccompanythe
moves. He once said that hismother, the
singerBansuriLahiri,baulkedatsomeofhis
songs but he told her, “I am like a shop-
keeperwho has to sell what peoplewant
from his shop.” If he himself had regrets,
they were hidden behind his trademark
shades.
ItwaseasytomakefunofLahiri.Hewas

likeadiscoballwithanunabashedBengali
accent. Everything about him was un-
abashed, untainted by the falsemodesty
that we are taught is befitting of a well-
broughtupbhadralok.Hewasoverthetop,
larger than life and unembarrassed about
it. One day he was crooning “Don’t say
goodbye” toMichael Jackson, thenextday
he was using a Ganesh vandana to sing
“Long live our Queen” (Elizabeth II). The
Deputy Correspondence Coordinator of
BuckinghamPalace sent himanote of ap-
preciation, althoughtheQueenregretfully
turned down his offer to personally per-
formforher.Peoplerolledtheireyesbuthe
keptrollingalong,hisfingeronthecultural
pulse, fromBiggBoss toNarendraModi.He
did it so masterfully that by the time he
crooned “Ooh la la” in The Dirty Picture in
2011, he hadbecomean example of retro-
cool.Make that self-maderetro-cool.
JavedAkhtar probably came closest to

putting his finger on the allure of Bappi
Lahiri when he asked, “Have you heard a
BappiLahiri songthat isdull?”Thatmight
behisgreatestgift tous.Hemadeour lives
less dullwith hismusic, his jewellery and
his“Bappi-go-lucky”persona.Evenonthe
dreariest day, we cannot but tap our feet
and grin when “Koi yahaan aha nache
nache” startsplaying.
Bappi Lahiri was our guilty pleasure.

Andagildedpleasure too.

Thewriter is anovelist and theauthorof
Don’t LetHimKnow

THESUDDENWITHDRAWALoffarmlawslast
yearandtherepealof the landacquisitionor-
dinance in 2015 are two examples of policy
backsliding in anotherwisedecent recordof
policycontinuitysince1991.Onemightjustifi-
ablyquibbleover tariff increasesover the last
several budgets to promote Atmanirbhar
Bharat, but theoverall trajectoryof tariffs has
beendownward and average tariffs are now
below10per cent compared toover 400per
centbefore1991.However,thereisnoreasonto
believethatwhathasnothappenedinthepast
willnotoccurinthefuture.Giventhefactthat
politicalinputineconomicpolicymakingisbe-
comingdominant as regional and state-level
issuesassumeoverridingsignificance,it’sper-
haps time to consider sheltering economics
frompoliticsandviceversa.Wemightaddfor
goodmeasurethatpoliticiansandeconomists
have a love-hate relationship; they can’t do
withouteachother,andyetpoliticiansroutinely
mockeconomistsaslivingintheirivorytowers,
whileeconomistsderidepoliticiansaslacking
analytical tools formaking robust public pol-
icychoices.Thismaybeanoversimplification,
butyougetthedrift.
History is repletewith examples of politi-

cal influence in the legislativeprocess aswell
asintheimplementationofpolicy.Whilemost
such instancesarediscouraging, like theones
citedabove,therearerarecasesofcreativeuse
of multilateral commitments to engage in
trickydomesticreform.Asafavouredrule,do-
mestic policy priorities should not be held
hostagetoexternalpressures,buttheycanand
oughttobeusedtopushthroughdifficultand
desirabledomesticreform.Forexample,India’s
entry into theWTOmandated recognitionof
product andprocesspatents thatwerepoliti-
cally hard to embracewhen the dominant
model inmanufacturingwasoneof “reverse
engineering”.Itwaspossibletooffloadthepo-
litical fallout to anon-negotiablemultilateral
commitment.Forsimilarreasons,crisis-driven
reformhasa lotof resonance inalmostallen-
vironments, includingours.
Relying on chance events to drive reform

mightwork in rare circumstances, but not
whentheaspirationistobecomea$10trillion
economyby2030.Realisingthistargetoreven
comingclosetoitwillrequiresustainedgrowth
ofover15percentperannuminnominalGDP
—that’s nomean task. Recall that the golden
periodofIndia’sgrowthfetchedan8.1percent
increaseinrealGDPbetween2004and2009.
Evenduringthisperiod, thegrowthstorywas
cutshortbytheglobalfinancialcrisisanddev-
illedintermittentlybyinstitutionalweaknesses.
Thecoalscamandthe2Gscamareexamplesof
the inability of institutions tokeeppacewith
rapid growth. This is a characteristic ofmost
market-basedeconomiesinwhichinstitutions
play “catch up”, since institutional change is
much slower. As growthoccurs, institutions
also require sophistication, knowledge, and
some(notcomplete)protectionfrompolitical
interference.
For example, the promulgation of the

MonetaryPolicyCommittee(MPC)in2016,re-
placedRBI’s internal decision-makingdriven
by thecentral bankgovernor to include three
externalexpertsappointedbythecentralgov-
ernmenttostrengthenandbringtransparency
intomonetarypolicydecisions.MPCminutes
arepublishedforwiderconsumption.Thiscan
be extended toother important government
functions, such as the budgetary process.
SuccessivefinancecommissionsandtheFiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) Review Committee have recom-
mendedthecreationofafiscalcouncilthat,like
theMPC,willbringtransparencyinthebudget-
makingprocess.The idea is simple,moderate
theinfluenceofthepoliticalagendaandpow-
erful interest groups that could, andoftendo,
capturetheprocess.
Policymaking is nothing if not art that in-

vokes sciencewhenexpedient.However, sci-
enceoughttobecomemoreintegraltothepol-
icyformulationprocessinIndia,andforthatto
happen crucial changes are necessary in the
ecosystem.Domainexpertsshouldbeaninte-
gral part of the formulation process.
Implementation, of course, canbe left to the
executive.Wehaveoftenheardaclichéinpol-
icy circles: Policy is too important to leave to
theexperts. That, nodoubt, is a clever turnof
phrasebutit’snothelpful.WhentheTRAIwas
firstsetup,ithadahealthycombinationofdo-
mainexperts andpublic policyprofessionals,
resemblingaspecialisedregulatoryagencythat
reflectedaseriousintenttostrengthencapac-
ity. Capacitywas limited then, but the intent
wasclearlyvisible.Inthequartercenturysince,
moreandmoreprofessionalsarenowavailable
inIndiaasuniversitiesoffercoursesonregula-
tionandpublicpolicy.Thediasporahasalways

beenavailable to fill the gap. Insteadof going
downthechosenpath,TRAIhasreversedgear
and today resembles a government depart-
ment.Infact,thisisthesameafflictionwithal-
mostallregulatoryandpolicyinstitutionsthat
arenowafeatureofIndia'sincreasinglymarket
basedeconomy.Asmoresectors(forexample,
theGati Shakti initiative) engage theprivate
sector, lessons from the last quarter-century
shouldnot bewasted—domain expertise is
conspicuousby its absence in regulatory and
policyinstitutions.
Commissionstendtobemadeupofretired

civil servantsor retired judges. This isworry-
ingand,therefore,itisvitaltocreateacadreof
professionalswithtechnicalexpertise for the
complex tasks of managing the policy
processes.Lestwebemisunderstood,wehave
nothing against retired officers. Retired bu-
reaucratscouldbeexcellentforpolicyinstitu-
tions,butnotas is thecasenow,asanentitle-
ment. The net needs to be castwider so that
politics and policy are distanced, not com-
pletelybutcertainlymorethanitistoday.The
recentunravellingofabizarreepisodeof reg-
ulatory breaches at the National Stock
Exchange is just another exampleofwhywe
needmoreregulatoryexpertise. Indiashould
notbeinasituationinwhichit is inperpetual
hostagetovestedinterestsofpoliticsandbusi-
ness.When agencies taskedwith protecting
publicinterestidentifywithprioritiesagainst
the interest of the public, they fail to protect
thepublic.

Kathuriaisdean,SchoolofHumanitiesand
SocialSciences,ShivNadarUniversityand

Kediaisfellow,IndianCouncil forResearchon
InternationalEconomicRelations
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Economicpolicymakingneedstobeinsulatedfrompoliticsandvestedinterestsofbusiness.
BreachesinNSEunderlinetheneedforexperts inregulatorybodies

A case for specialists Dancingwith
Bappi Lahiri

Hemadeourliveslessdullwithhismusicand
larger-than-lifepersona.Thatwashisgreatestgift

FEDERAL VIEW

THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Questioning
theUnion’(IE,February16).BJPmembers
havethehabitofpickingfragmentsfrom
thestatementsofoppositionleadersand
presenting the same after denuding
themof their contexts. RahulGandhi’s
statementonFebruary1intheLokSabha
stresses on ahealthyCentre-state rela-
tionship.Itdoesnotchallengetheunityof
the countrynor does it suggest anyne-
gotiabilityonthatcount.Heisonlywarn-
ingagainsttheimpositionofunconstitu-
tionaldiktatsbytheCentreonthestates,
whichhave their owneconomical and
cultural needs andvalues, and suggest-
ingthattheymustberespectedandap-
preciated. Theauthor shouldhavegone
into the full speechandunderstood the
context and intentionof the speaker in
therightperspective.

PritamSingh, Jaipur

THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Questioning
theUnion’ (IE, February16). The ideaof
invoking civilisational nationalism to
bindtogetheravastnationofcontinental
sizeisfraught.Therewillalwaysbecom-
munitieswho find it difficult to fit into
the largernarrative, and then therewill
be a group of people who will claim
prominence in it. Civic nationalism is
moreinclusiveandaccommodative.

SudipKumarDey,Barasat

PAY FOR RESEARCH
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The key
driver of self-reliance’ (IE, February16).
The vicious cycle of low investments in
R&Dandpoorqualityof researchcanbe
brokenonlyiftheprivatesectorandgov-
ernment investmore inour institutions
ofhigherlearning.Noneofouruniversi-
ties, including the IITs, figure in the top
100 rankings, andvery little significant
research isproducedbythem.Ouredu-

cational and research institutionsneed
strongerhandholdingbythegovernment
andprivatesector,toenablethemtopro-
duceworld-class scientists andsavants,
failingwhichour goal of achieving self-
reliancewillremainapipedream.

HemantContractor,Pune

SELFISH ACT
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Unkind
cut’ (IE, February 16). The Biden
Administration’sdecisiontotakeaway
halfof the$7billiondollars inassetsof
the Afghanistan Bank is baffling. It
could easily have compensated the
9/11 victims and their families on its
ownratherthansnatchingthismoney.
Taliban-ledAfghanistan is in aprecar-
ious situation. Ideally, this money
shouldhavebeenusedtorestoresome
stability in the lives of the people of
Afghanistan.

BalGovind,Noida

RIGHTS IN DANGER
THISREFERSTOthethearticle,‘Dharma
undersiege’(IE,February16). Thefanat-
ical forces of Hindutva in today’s India,
appear to be bent upon on hunting
Muslims. Sometimes their acts are
ridiculous, such as the debate over
whether actor Shah RukhKhan “spat”
on singing legend LataMangeshkar’s
mortal remainswhile reciting a prayer.
In other cases, their activities threaten
thesafetyandwelfareof India’sminori-
ties, as the fresh controversy hounding
schoolgirls wearing the hijab has re-
vealed. If India is still a truedemocracy,
thenithastoensurethatminoritycom-
munitiesareallowedto liveasper their
religiousandculturalvalues,withoutbe-
ingharassed.However, if Hindutva has
todominate, then the futureofminori-
ties isgriminIndia.

VandanaChopra,Chandigarh

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

WHILE THE imbroglio on the hijab contin-
ues unabated, divisive forces are using the
opportunity to push their agenda of paint-
ing India as “intolerant”, demonising the
BJP/RSS as anti-Muslim and fascist and in-
sinuating that the hijab is being forced on
MuslimwomenaspartoftheSanghParivar’s
plan toeventuallycreateaHinduRashtra.
The tactics used by the divisive pack are

drearily familiar. Rhetoric is routinely used
as logic. Facts are twisted or conveniently
dropped to build an ideologically suitable
narrative—mostlypoorinsubstanceanddi-
vorcedfromrealityandreason.Views laced
withprejudicearepresentedas facts.
In this politico-ideological war, repack-

agedasafighttoprotectminorityrights,the
educationandcareersofMuslimgirlsarecol-
lateraldamage. Insteadof focusingonstud-
ies,studentsarewastingtheirenergyonem-
phasisingtheirreligiousidentities—through
hijabsandsaffronscarves.
Smelling blood, politicians of every hue

have jumped into fray, adding to the turbu-
lence. Priyanka Gandhi Vadra tweeted,
“Whetherit isabikini,aghoonghat,apairof
jeans or a hijab, it is awoman’s right to de-
cidewhat shewants towear.”
WhatGandhiVadrahassaidistrue,butit’s

not the complete truth. No right is absolute.
Rightsarealwayssubjecttosocialnorms,vo-
cationalandinstitutionalrestrictions.Women
dohavetherighttowearabikini,butitwould
beunacceptableinamarket,workplaceorin
aneducational institution.

Whatisatstake?IstheKarnatakagovern-
mentguiltyofviolatingthefundamentalfree-
domofstudentstochoosetheirdress?Isthe
statedenyinggirlstudentstheirrighttoedu-
cationbybackingthebanonwearingthehi-
jabtocollege? Is thisaploybythe“wily”BJP
totargetMuslimsandusherina“HinduRaj”?
The issue is now before a full bench of the
KarnatakaHighCourt,whichhas restrained
the students fromwearing any kind of reli-
giousattireoneducationalinstitutions’prem-
ises for thetimebeing.
Interestingly what Karnataka is doing

now,itsimmediateneighbour,Kerala,hasal-
readydone.Whythecoweringsilenceonthe
issuethen,andsuchanoisyruckusnow?The
glaringdifference inresponseonthepartof
Left-liberalpackunderlines real reasons for
thepresent impasse.
Recently,RizaNahan,aClassVIIIstudent

of GHSS, Kuttiyadi, Kerala, contended that
the existing SPC (State Police Cadets) dress
code is not in accordancewith Islamic reli-
giousbeliefs.Shewantedpermissiontowear
cadetuniformsinaccordancewithhercom-
munity’s customs. She also argued that it is
a religious obligation towear the hijab and
full sleeve dress, and it is her fundamental
right, provided as per article 25 (1) of the
Constitution.
TheSPCisavolunteerforceoperatedbythe

stategovernmentforschoolchildren.Whilere-
jectingNahan’splea, itsaidthat itaimstocre-
ateasocietywherethenationisabovealldiffer-
ences to become a constructive platform

betweenpoliceandstudentsandactasafeeder
organisationforKeralaPolice. Itsaid,“Assuch,
itwasdecided tohavea similar trainingpro-
grammeanduniformofthepolicefortheSPC
project.InKeralaPolice,allpolicepersonnelare
wearing the sameuniformandno religious
symbols are permitted in the uniform. The
samesystemisbeingfollowedforSPCalso.”
What colleges in Karnataka are being

hauledoverthecoals for,manyenlightened
Muslim educational institutions too have
done. Kerala’sMuslim Educational Society
(MES),whichcontrols150educationalinsti-
tutions, has banned “any dress that covers
theface”forgirlsonallthecampusesitruns.
Anofficialcircularsays“TheMESwillnoten-
courage any type of veil on its campus.
Managers of eachMES institutionwill have
to ensure that girl students do not come to
thecampuswith their facescovered.”
Can one accuse the Kerala government

or the MES of following the Hindutva
agenda?Dozensof countries, fromChinato
liberal democracies such as Switzerland,
FranceandBelgiumtoohavebannedthehi-
jab in public places in the last few years.
Nearer home, the hijab is compulsory in
Afghanistan and Iran, optional in Pakistan
andbanned inSri LankaandMyanmar.
Anysuggestion thatbanning thehijab is

an effort to target theMuslim community
smacksofchicanery.AccordingtoHindutra-
ditions, marriage is sacrosanct, irrevocable
and lasts several lives. But the Hindu
Marriage Act 1955 (and three other acts)

changedthis.Divorcesbetween incompati-
blepartnersbecamepossible.Ancientscrip-
turalwisdomhadtoacquiescetohumandig-
nityandchangingvalues.
The traditionof satiwasburieddeep for

the same reason. The ghoonghat, prevalent
among Hinduwomen, is now rarely prac-
ticed.Untouchability isacrime, irrespective
ofwhatManuhadsaid.Werethesereforms
targetingHindus?
The argument goes, what’s the harm in

allowing the hijab in classrooms? But then
can one say no to skull caps, dhotis, Ram
naamichaddars….thelistisendless.Already,
thehijabcontroversyhashadarippleeffect.
Theheadmistressofagovernmentschoolin
Karnataka’sKolardistrictwassuspendedfor
allowingnamaz inclassrooms.
Whythesuddeninsistenceonthehijab?

It's part of pan-Islamic the phenomenon of
demonstrating and establishing an Islamic
identity that transcends geographical and
political boundaries, overriding all other
identitiesandconcerns.
IsthehijabcentraltoIslam?Recently,ina

TVdebate,PervezHoodbhoy,arenownednu-
clear physicist of Pakistan, said about a uni-
versityofhiscountry,“Forty-sevenyearsago
you’d be hard-pressed to see even one
womanwearing aburqa there, butnowthe
hijab and burqas are commonplace.” Don’t
forget,PakistanisadeclaredIslamicRepublic,
andtherewashardlyanyhijabthere.

Thewriter isa formerMPandcolumnist

Balbir Punj

An inconvenient fact
Liberalstandonhijabrowishypocritical, inconsistentwithpastpositions

CR Sasikumar
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MEANWHILE

NKOREACELEBRATESLATELEADER’S BIRTHDAY
North Korea celebrated the 80th birthday of late leader Kim Jong Il with a concert, fireworks
and a rare outdoor ceremony near its border with China on Wednesday. On Wednesday, citi-
zens climbed Pyongyang’s Mansu Hill to lay bouquets and to bow before the giant statues of
Kim Jong Il and Kim Il Sung.

USA

Bidenorders
releaseofTrump
WhiteHouselogs
Washington:USPresident
JoeBidenhasrejectedfor-
mer President Donald
Trump’s executive privi-
lege claims and ordered
White House visitor logs
tobereleasedtothepanel
investigating the Jan. 6,
2021 attack, according to
a letter released on
Wednesday. In a letter,
Biden’s White House
counselgrantedcongres-
sionalinvestigatorsaccess
to the data and ordered
the agency to turn over
the logs within 15 day.
Representatives for
Trumpdidnotrespondto
a request for comment.
REUTERS

USpresident Biden.

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

BRAZIL

Heavyrain
leaves 34dead
RioDe Janeiro:At least 34
people died after heavy
rainhitPetropolis,acityin
themountainousregionof
Brazil'sRiodeJaneirostate,
local government said on
Wednesday. City streets
were flooded by down-
pours, while landslides
also resulted in fatalities.
President Jair Bolsonaro
said on Twitter he had
askedministerstohelpthe
cityandthevictims.Riode
Janeiro'sGovernorClaudio
CastrowenttoPetropolison
Tuesdaynight.REUTERS

THENEWYORKTIMES
KYIV, FEBRUARY16

THEUNITEDSTATES andNATO
saidonWednesdaythattheyhad
still seenno signof apullbackof
RussiantroopsfromnearUkraine,
evenasMoscowsaiditwascontin-
uingapartialmilitarywithdrawal
andUkrainesoughttoprojectna-
tionalunityinthefaceofthethreat.
Secretary of State Antony J.

Blinkensaid theUShadseenno
evidenceofasignificantRussian
military withdrawal from
Ukraine’s borders, a day after
PresidentVladimirV. Putin said
thatRussiahaddecidedto“par-
tially”pullback its forces.
“Unfortunately there’s a dif-

ference between what Russia
says andwhat it does,” Blinken
said in an interviewwith ABC
News.“Andwhatwe’reseeingis
nomeaningful pullback. On the
contrary, we continue to see
forces — especially forces that
wouldbe inthevanguardof any
renewed aggression against
Ukraine—continuingtobeatthe

border, tomassat theborder.”
TheNATOsecretary general,

Jens Stoltenberg, echoed theUS
assessment, saying that Russia
remains capable “of a full-
fledged invasion of Ukraine
withoutanywarning time.”
Stoltenberg said that in the

past Russia has moved troops
whileleavingweaponryinplace.
“Sowhatweneedtoseeisareal

withdrawalofforces,whichislast-
ing and real, and not that they
movetroopsaround,”hesaid.“But
again,wearemonitoring,wereally
hope that they will withdraw
forces,andthatwillbethebestcon-
tributiontoapoliticalsolution..”
The Kremlin spokesman,

Dmitri S. Peskov, dismissed
NATO’sassessmentontrooplev-
els, saying that the alliance had
notmade“asoberevaluation”of
the situation. Russia’s Defence
Ministryannouncedmoretroop
withdrawals, saying that a train
loadedwith Russian tanks, ar-
mouredvehicles,andhowitzers
left Crimeaandwould return to
theirbasesafterconcludingmil-
itaryexercises.

Russianarmytanksmovebacktotheirpermanentbaseafterdrills inRussia. AP

WHO INTERNALDOCUMENT

FRANCESCOGUARASCIO
&JENNIFERRIGBY
BRUSSELS/LONDON,FEB16

THERELATIVELY short shelf life
of AstraZeneca Plc’s Covid-19
vaccine iscomplicating theroll-
out to the world’s poorest na-
tions, according to officials and
internal World Health
Organization documents re-
viewedbyReuters.
The need to turn down vac-

cineswithshortshelf lives,along
with the initial inequality, hesi-
tancyandotherbarriers,hascon-
tributed to amuch lower vacci-
nation rate in Africawhere only
around10%ofpeoplehavebeen
immunised, compared with
morethan70%inrichernations.
Many vaccines are arriving

with only a few months, and
sometimesweeks, before their
use-by date, adding to the
scramble to get shots in arms.
Somecountries havehad tode-
stroy expired doses, including
Nigeria, which dumped up to 1
millionAstraZeneca vaccines in
November. The problemwith a
short shelf life largely concerns
AstraZeneca, according to CO-
VAXdataandofficials.
An internalWHOdocument

reviewed by Reuters detailing
vaccinestocks inseveral central
andwest African countries for
the week ending Feb. 6 high-
lighted theproblem.
Mostofthe19listedAfricanna-

tions had expired AstraZeneca
doses, compared to ahandful of
countrieswithexpireddosesfrom
othermanufacturers.Of the total
expireddosesdeclaredby those
countries in theweek, about 1.3
millionwereAstraZeneca,280,000
Johnson & Johnson, 15,000
Moderna and 13,000 Russia's
Sputnik,thedocumentshows.
Manymore vaccines are ex-

pected to be rejected as African
nations and COVAX said that

fromJanuarytheywouldnotac-
ceptvaccineswithlessthantwo-
and-a-halfmonths' shelf life.
Asked about the internal

document, seen by Reuters,
PhionaAtuhebwe, avaccineex-
pertatWHOAfrica. said:“WHO
isfullycognizantof thepressure
thatshort shelf lifedosesputon
delivery strategies and systems
amid weak infrastructure and
lowdemand.” REUTERS

‘Short AstraZeneca shelf life
complicates vaccine rollout’

Anti-vaccinemandateprotestersgather in frontof the
parliamentbuilding, inWellingtononWednesday.Reuters

Wellington: Ananti-vaccine
mandate protest outside
New Zealand’s parliament
swelled in numbers on
Wednesday, with hundreds
ofpeopleignoringawarning
from police that their vehi-
cleswouldbe towedaway if
they did not leave voluntar-
ily.“Therehasbeenaninflux
of protesters at Parliament
today. However, the crowd
hadbeenorderly,”policetold
reporters, estimating there
were about 450 vehicles
blocking thesite.REUTERS

NEWZEALANDVACCINE
PROTESTERSDEFY
POLICE ULTIMATUM

Geneva: Thenumberofnewcoro-
naviruscasesgloballyfellby19%in
thelastweek,whilethenumberof
deathsremainedstable,according
totheWorldHealthOrganization.
The UN health agency said

lateTuesdayinitsweeklyreport
on the pandemic that just over
16millionnewCovid infections
and about 75,000 deaths were
reportedworldwide lastweek.
TheWestern Pacificwas the

only region to report a rise in
newweeklycases,anincreaseof
about 19%, Southeast Asia re-
ported a decrease of about 37%,
the biggest drop globally. The
numberofdeathsroseby38%in
the Middle East and by about
one-thirdintheWesternPacific.
The biggest number of new

caseswas seen in Russia. Cases
there and elsewhere in Eastern
Europedoubled in recentweeks,
drivenbyasurgeofthehugelyin-
fectious omicron variant.WHO
saidamongthemorethan400,000
Covidvirussequencesuploadedto
theworld’sbiggestvirusdatabase
in the lastweek, over 98%were
Omicron. AP

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL PROJECT ENGINEER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARRTMENT, PIU

NEAR NEW COLLECTOR OFFICE CIVIL LINE BALAGHAT (M.P.)
PHONE No. 07632-247833 E-mail:-dpepiu.balaghat@mp.gov.in

NIT No.-05/2022/CENTRALISED TENDERING/G/APD/ JABALPUR DATE 09-02-2022
Online bids for the following works are invited from registered contractors and firms of repute fulfilling registration criteria :

1. All details relating to the Bid Document(s) can be viewed and downloaded free of cost from the website
http://mptender.gov.in

2. Bid Document(s) can be purchased after making online payment of portal fees through Credit/Debit/Cash Card/internet
Banking.

3. The Bid Document (s) can be purchased only online from 11-02-2022 (time) 15 PM to 25-02-2022 (date) 6 PM (time). Other
key dates may be seen in Bid Data Sheet.

4. Amendment(s) to NIT, if any, shall be published on website only, and not in newspaper.
Sd/-

DIVISIONAL PROJECT ENGINEER
G-22725/21 PWD PIU BALAGHAT

S.
No.

Tender Portal
No.

Name of work District (Total Work
Cost) Contract

(Rs. in lakh)

Earnest
Money

Deposit (EMD)
(in Rs.)

Cost of Bid
Document

( in Rs.)

Category of
Contractor/

Ferm

Period of
completion

(in months i/c
Rainy Season)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 2022_PWPIU_
184058_1

Construction of 50 seater
trible Senior Girls hostel

building at damoh (Block-
Birsa) and 50 seater trible

Senior Boys hostel building
at Bhanderi (Block-Baihar)

Distt-Balaghat

BALAGHAT 623,43 623430.00 20000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

18

2 2022_PWPIU_
184121_1

Construction of 50 seater
trible Senior Boys hostel
building at Baihar (Block-

Baihar) and 50 seater trible
Senior Boys hostel building

at Gadhi (Block-Baihar) Distt-
Balaghat

BALAGHAT 629.32 629320.00 20000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

18

3 2022_PWPIU_
184122_1

Construction of 50 seater
trible Senior Boys hostel

building at Chikhalabandh
(Block-Khairlanji) Distt-

Balaghat

BALAGHAT 328.73 328730.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

4 2022_PWPIU
184123_1

Construction of Naveen
Higher Secondary school

Building at Mohgaon, (Block-
Birsa) Distt- Balaghat

BALAGHAT 332.01 332010.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

5 2022_PWPIU_
184127_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary

school Building at Bhidi,
(Block-Paraswada) Distt-

Balaghat

BALAGHAT 248.75 248750.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

6 2022_PWPIU_
184132_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary
school Building at Majgaon,

(Block-Baihar) Distt-
Balaghat

BALAGHAT 253.13 253130.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

7 2022_PWPIU_
184137_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary

school Building at Mohanpur,
(Block-Paraswada) Distt-

Balaghat

BALAGHAT 252.30 252300.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

8 2022_PWPIU_
184138_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary

school Building at Dabri,
(Block-Baihar) Distt-

Balaghat

BALAGHAT 254.05 254050.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

9 2022_PWPIU_
184141_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary

school Building at
Paraswada, (Block-

Paraswada) Distt- Balaghat

BALAGHAT 250.18 250180.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

10 2022_PWPIU_
184142_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary

school Building at Dongariya,
Distt- Balaghat

BALAGHAT 249.54 249540.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

11 2022_PWPIU_
184143_1

Construction of 10 Additional
Room in Higher Secondary
school Building at Gudma,

(Block-Birsa) Distt- Balaghat

BALAGHAT 251.05 251050.00 15000.00 Registered
under

MPPWD

12

APOORVAMANDAVILLI
FEBRUARY16

AWOMANofmixedraceappears
to be the third person ever to be
cured of HIV, using a new trans-
plantmethod involving umbili-
cal cordblood that opensup the
possibilityofcuringmorepeople
of diverse racial backgrounds
thanwaspreviouslypossible,sci-
entistsannouncedonTuesday.
Cord blood is more widely

availablethantheadultstemcells
used in thebonemarrow trans-
plantsthatcuredtheprevioustwo
patients,anditdoesnotneedtobe
matchedas closely to the recipi-
ent.Mostdonors in registries are
ofCaucasianorigin,soallowingfor
onlyapartialmatchhasthepoten-

tial to curedozensof Americans
who have bothHIV and cancer
eachyear,scientistssaid.
The woman, who also had

leukemia, receivedcordbloodto
treathercancer.Itcamefromapar-
tiallymatcheddonor,insteadofthe
typicalpracticeof findingabone
marrowdonorof similarraceand
ethnicitytothepatient’s.Shealsore-
ceivedbloodfromacloserelativeto
giveherbodytemporaryimmune
defenseswhilethetransplanttook.
Researcherspresentedsome

of thedetailsof thenewcaseon
Tuesday at the Conference on
Retroviruses andOpportunistic
Infections inDenver,Colo.
Thesexandracialbackground

ofthenewcasemarkasignificant
stepforwardindevelopingacure
forHIV,theresearcherssaid.NYT

NATOsaysRussiacapableof full-fledged
invasion withoutanywarningtime

US,NATOsayno sign of Russia
pullback from Ukraine border

VALERIEHOPKINS
KYIV, FEBRUARY16

ATOPUkrainiancybersecurityof-
ficial said onWednesday that a
cyberattackagainstthewebsites
ofUkraine’sdefenceministryand
army, aswell as the interfaces of
the country’s two largest banks
on Tuesday, was the largest as-
sault of its kind in the country's
historyandit “boretracesof for-
eignintelligenceservices.”
Ukraine’sminister of digital

transformation, Mykhailo
Fedorov,saidthat“vectorsofat-
tacks were organised from dif-
ferentcountries.”
“It is clear that it was pre-

pared in advance, and the key
goal of this attack is to desta-
bilise, to sowpanic, todoevery-
thingtocreateacertainchaosin
the actions of Ukrainians in our
country,”hesaid.
Thewebsites andbanks tar-

getedonTuesday eveningwere
hitwithadistributeddenial-of-

service attack, or DDoS, during
whichhackers flood theservers
hosting a website until it be-
comes overloaded and shuts
down. Tuesday’s hack was the
largest attack of that kind the
countryhas faced,Fedorovsaid.
While a full investigation is

underway, all signs pointed to
Russia,saidIlyaVityuk,theHead
of the Ukrainian Intelligence
Agency’s Cyber Security
Department.
“Weknowtodaythat,unfor-

tunately,theonlycountrythatis
interested insuchstrikesonour
country, especially against the
background of mass panic over
a possible military invasion is,
unfortunately, the Russian
Federation,”hesaid.
He added that the attack

likelycost“millionsofdollars”to
execute it, far beyond the capa-
bilities of individual hackers or
groups.“Suchattacksareusually
perpetrated by countries,” he
said. “Such attacks need infra-
structure.” NYT

Foreign fingerprints on
cyberattack, says expert

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,FEBRUARY16

THESHERBahadurDeubagovern-
ment backed out of itsmove to
table a resolution seeking
Parliamentaryendorsementofthe
500milliondollarUSgrantamid
large-scaleprotests in thecapital
anddifferentpartsofthecountry.
Thesecurityforceslobbedteargas
shellsandrainedwatercannonto
quelltheaggressivecrowd.
The Communist party of

Nepal (Maoist Centre) and the
Unified socialists said they
wouldpulloutof thecoalition if
Deuba went ahead to seek
Parliamentaryratificationignor-
ingtheirreservation.Theparties'
youthandstudentorganisations
joined the protest shouting slo-
gansagainstthegrant,whichos-
tensiblyseekstoenhancepower
androadquality in thecountry.
“We cannot be a party to

suchamove that is detrimental
to national interest and sover-
eignty,” said Narayankaji
Shrestha, former Deputy Prime
Ministerandseniorleaderof the
MaoistCentre.
Eight different communist

groups,whichdonothaveanypres-
enceinParliament,besidesthePro-
Monarchy Rastriya Prajatantra

Party ledby its Chief Rajendra
LingdenMP,joinedtheprotestout-
sidetheParliamentbuilding,barely
200-metresawayfromthefederal
secretariat that alsohouses the
PrimeMinister'soffice.
Retired army personnel un-

derthebannerof“Councilofex-
military personnel” also faced
watercannonandteargasshells.
TheNepalgovernmentisun-

der strict warning from the US
government that its failure to
have the MCC Nepal compact
endorsed by Parliament by
February 28 , might lead to re-
viewof theUSpolicy, including
its cooperationwithNepal.

Nepal govt defers tabling of
$500mn US deal in Parliament

Protestersopposingclashwithpoliceoutsidethe
Parliament inKathmanduon Wednesday. AP

PARTIESCLAIMthecondi-
tionsinthegrantagree-
mentwillprevailover
Nepal’s lawsandstrikeat
thecountry’ssovereignty.
Theysayit’spartof
Washington’sIndo-Pacific
strategy,whichhasmili-
tarycomponentsthat
couldbringAmericansol-
dierstoNepal.

Whythe
protest?E●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

PAULWISEMAN
WASHINGTON,FEBRUARY16

THEUNITEDSTATEShasaccused
Chinaof failing tomeet its com-
mitments to theWorld Trade
Organization and says it is ex-
ploringnewwaystocombatag-
gressiveChinesetradepractices.
InitsannualreportonChinese

compliancewithWTOrules, the
Office of the US Trade
Representative said on
WednesdaythatChinaisn’tkeep-
ingthepromisesitmadetoopen
itsmarketstoforeigncompetition
when it joined the 164-country
Geneva-basedagencyin2001.
“Chinahasinsteadretainedand

expandeditsstate-led,non-market
approach to the economy and
trade,”saidUSTradeRepresentative
KatherineTai.“China’spoliciesand
practiceschallengethepremiseof
theWTO’srulesandcauseserious
harmtoworkersandbusinesses
aroundtheworld.’’
Amongotherthings,theUSre-

peated longstandingaccusations
thatChinausessubsidiesandreg-
ulationstofavouritsowncompa-
niesattheexpenseofforeigncom-
petitors and forcesUSandother
foreign companies tohandover
prized technologyas thepriceof
accesstoChinesemarkets. AP

With novel treatment,
woman becomes third
person to be cured of HIV

US: China not
meeting WTO
commitments

Pak journalist held on
unspecified charges after
remarks against Imran
SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,FEBRUARY16

PAKISTANI AUTHORITIES ar-
rested a senior journalist and
governmentcriticunderunspec-
ified charges onWednesday, a
week after hemade controver-
sialremarksontheprimeminis-
ter inatelevisiontalkshow.
MohsinBaigwasamongthe

panellists on the TV One pro-
gramme hosted by anchor
GharedahFarooquiaboutthede-
cision by PrimeMinister Imran
Khantoaward‘bestperformance
certificates’ to10ministers.
MinisterforCommunications

andPostalServicesMuradSaeed
wasadjudgedthetopperformer.

WhenaskedwhySaeedwasde-
clared top performer, Baig had
jocularlycitedthebookofReham
Khan, former wife of Prime
MinisterKhan,inwhichshepur-
portedlymade sexually explicit
remarks on the relationship be-
tweenMurad Saeed and Prime
MinisterKhan.
Baig is the secondperson to

be arrested by the law enforce-
ment agencies in the pastweek
overanti-governmentcomments.
The Federal Investigation

Agency (FIA) on Wednesday
conducted a raid at Baig’s resi-
denceinIslamabadtoarresthim
after registering a case at the
complaint of Saeed, who ac-
cused the journalist for using
foulwords todefamehim. PTI

WHO: New Covid
cases drop by 19%
globally in 1 week

New Delhi
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY16

THECAPEXpushintheBudgetwill
reviveinvestmentactivity,includ-
ingprivatesectorinvestments,but
private consumptionwill grow
cautiously,accordingtotheFinance
Ministry’s Monthly Economic
Review for January released
Wednesday. The capex budget,
higherby35.4per centover cur-
rentyear’sBudgetEstimates, and
rising to4.1per centofGDPafter
inclusionofgrants-in-aidtostates
forcapitalworks,willpowerseven
enginesofinfrainvestments,itsaid.
“The fixed investment rate in

India’seconomyis thuspoisedto
risefurtherfromits2021-22ratio
of29.6percentofGrossDomestic
Product,”itsaid,addingthatman-
ufacturingandconstructionwill
bethekeygrowthdrivers.

“Private consumption will
growcautiouslyasprecautionary
demand formoneywill rise at
every hint of a new infection ...
Growthinexportswillsustainpro-
videdtheglobaleconomydoesnot
slowdown.Key tomediumterm
gains inexportgrowth lies in im-

proving thecompetitivenessand
complexity of India’s products,”
the report noted. It argues that
growthwillbeinclusiveandlarge
enough as well, to provide for
growing levels of direct income
andin-kindsupporttovulnerable
groups.Agriculture,whichcontin-
ues to see a constant rise in net
sownareaandcropdiversification,
willstrengthenfoodbufferswhile
benefiting farmers via generous
volumesofprocurementatremu-
nerativeminimumsupportprices
andincometransfersthroughPM
KISANscheme,itadded.
Observing that the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund in its
January2022updatehaslowered
its global growth estimate for
2022, it said India is yet theonly
largeandmajorcountry listedby
theIMFwhosegrowthprojection
has been revised upwards in
2022-23.“Inatestimonytothere-

silienceof its people and the far-
sightedness of its policymaking,
the Indian economy that con-
tractedby(-)6.6percentin2020-
21isnowprojectedin2022-23to
grow the quickest among the
leagueof largenations,”itsaid.
Ontheimpactofthirdwave,it

said,overalleconomicactivityre-
mained resilient and this is re-
flected in robustperformanceof
severalhighfrequency indicators
like power consumption, PMI
manufacturing,andexports.
“Oncetheuncertaintyandanx-

ietycausedbyCovidrecedesfrom
people’sminds,consumptionwill
pickupanddemand revivalwill
then facilitateprivatesector step-
ping inwith investments toaug-
mentproduction tomeet theris-
ing demand. Barring external
shocksgeo-politicalandeconomic
thisscenarioshouldplayoutforthe
economyin2022-23,”itsaid.

‘MANUFACTURING,CONSTRUCTIONTOBEGROWTHDRIVERS’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,FEBRUARY16

THERECOVERYineconomicactiv-
ityisgainingstrengthandtraction
asitemergesfromthethirdwave
andthedomesticmacroeconomic
conditionsstrikeapath that isdi-
vergingfromglobaldevelopments,
theReserveBankofIndiasaid.
“Bothmanufacturingandserv-

icesremaininexpansionwithop-
timismondemandparameters
anduptickinconsumerandbusi-
nessconfidence.Asbusinessesre-
turntoanewnormal,thejobland-
scapeisexpectedtoimprove,”the
RBI said in its ‘State of the econ-
omy’ report. Farmsector condi-
tions remain robust albeitwith
somesignsofruraldemandslack-
ening,itsaid.
Even asmonetary policy re-

mains accommodative, global
spill-overshaveledtoatightening
offinancialconditions,theRBIsaid.
Inconjunctionwiththedecline

in new infections,mobility im-
proved in February 2022,with
GoogleandApplemobilityindices
surpassing levels sequentially as
wellasoverayearago,theRBIsaid.
TheGooglemobilityindexformo-
bilityaroundretailandrecreation
activities, parks, transit stations
andworkplacesreachedpre-pan-
demiclevels,whiletheApplemo-
bilityindexmovedupwardacross
allmajorcities.Withtheresump-
tionofactivity,electricitygenera-
tion,pickedupinthefirstfortnight
of February, surpassingpre-pan-
demiclevels,theRBIsaid.
It said economic activity in

Indiaisrecoupingfromabriefspell
ofmoderation in January inview
of the less virulent effects of
Omicron. “Better planning and
strategy,managementof supply

chainlogisticsandaccelerateddig-
italisationhelped firmsmitigate
pandemic risks,” the RBI said.
Unlikeinthefirsttwowaves,over-
all consumerandbusiness confi-
dencestayedresilientontheback
oftheacceleratedpaceofvaccina-
tion,betterprospectsonthegen-
eral economic situation, house-
holdincomesandspending,itsaid.
Notwithstanding this unset-

tledglobal environment, thedo-
mesticeconomicsituationcontin-
ues to improve, the report
observed. The Budget and the
monetarypolicy announcement
ofFebruary10havesetthetonefor
adurableandbroad-basedrevival,
theRBIsaid.Therenewedempha-
sisonpublic investment through
infrastructuredevelopmentisex-
pectedtocrowd-inprivateinvest-
mentandstrengthenjobcreation
anddemandin2022-23,itsaid.
It said higher spending and

easeofdoingbusinesshavebright-
ened theoutlook. Indiahasonce
againemergedasthefastestgrow-
ing economy among themajor
economiesoftheworldaccording
totheIMF,theRBIsaid.
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Singh, KCR spar
over buying
green energy:
What is the issue

Don’t want
to rush into
making data
law: MoS IT
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY16

THEMINISTRYofElectronicsand
InformationTechnology (MeitY)
doesnotwantto“rushinto”mak-
ing a data protection law and
amenditlater,MinisterofStatefor
ITRajeevChandrasekharsaid.
Speaking during the annual

NTLFeventorganisedbyNasscom,
he said the governmentwould
continuetohaveconversationon
thedataprotectionBillwithvari-
ousstakeholdersandonlythende-
cideonthefinaloutcomeofwhen
topresentthebillforbeingpassed
inParliament. “I thinkwewould
be making a big mistake if we
move into legislation that is very
hard coded, very embedded in
termsof principles thatmaynot
benecessarily evolvable andare
very, letussaycurrent.Andsofor
all those reasons, I think the fact
thatweneedanewdigitallaw.”

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY16

POWERMINISTERRKSinghhasdismissed state-
mentsbyTelanganaChiefMinisterKChandrashekar
RaothattheCentrewas“pushing”statestobuyso-
larpowerfromcertaindevelopers.
RaoonSundayhadsaid:“ThePrimeMinisterof

this country is lying.He is claiming that electricity
willbeprovidedcheaply,butwhat isactuallyhap-

pening ishe isaskingstates to
purchase solar power pro-
duced by companieswhich
give funds tohisparty.” “It is a
lie,”Singhhassaid.

Telangana’s
concerns

Telanganahas beenparticu-
larly vocal about the “increasing
burden”forceduponstatesbythe
Centreonaccountofthecleanen-
ergycessimposedoncoalandthe
RenewablePurchaseObligation.
The statehasalso found that the
increase in thecleanenergycess
fromRs50toRs400pertonneon
coal,whichwasin2017subsumed
undertheGSTcompensationcess,
hadover thepastsevenyearcost
the state an additional Rs 7,000
crore.Thestatehasalsoraisedthe
issueofmandatorypurchaseofre-
newablesreducingthePlantLoad
Factorforexistingthermalpower
projects of the Telangana State
PowerGenerationCorporation.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘STATEOFTHE
ECONOMY’REPORT

■Asbusinessesreturnto
anewnormal, thejob
landscapeisexpectedto
improve,”theRBIsaid
inits ‘Stateof the
economy’report.

NewDelhi: Clarifying its earlier
memoregardingairtravelbygov-
ernment employees, the
Department of Expenditure
Wednesdaynoted that air travel
ongovernmentaccount forboth
domesticandinternationalsectors
canbemadeonprivateairlines.
OnDecember31, thedepart-

menthadissuedanorderregard-
ingbookingof air ticketsongov-
ernment account after
disinvestmentof Air India. It had
saidthatbookingscouldbemade
onlythroughoneof thethreeau-
thorised agencies — Balmer &

Lawrie,IRCTCandAshokTravels.
“Severalreferenceshavebeen

receivedinthisDepartmentseek-
ingclarificationregardingbooking
of air tickets fordomestic and in-
ternational travel byprivate air-
linesinviewofthedisinvestment
of Air India. It is clarified that the
airtravelonGovernmentaccount
both Domestic (LTC) and
International travel canbemade
byprivateairlines.Ticketsshallbe
purchasedonlythroughtheabove
threeauthorizedagents,” theex-
pendituredepartmentnotedinan
officememorandum.ENS

Post AI divestment, govt
staff can book pvt airlines

AIRTRAVELONGOVTACCOUNT

Economic activity
rebounding from Jan
moderation; uptick in
biz confidence: RBI

File

Short Notice NIT/RFP
On behalf of Delhi Jal Board, Director (Revenue) invites online short notice tenders for Selection of Agencies for Online spot-
reading, capturing of image of water meter, billing and distribution of Bills of Water/ Sewer Connections under the jurisdiction
of Delhi Jal Board in respect of Narela, Burari and Greater Kailash Zones as under:-

The RFP documents can be downloaded from Delhi Government e-Procurement website
(https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in).

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 1133(2021-22)

Sd/-
(Sati Prasad)

Addl. Zonal Revenue Officer (HQ)

“STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR (REVENUE)

VARUNALAYA PHASE-II, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-05
(011-23637218)

Item
No.

Name of Zone Tender Fee Earnest
Money

Date of release of
tender on e-

procurement portal

Period Last date / time of receipt
of e-tender through e-

procurement portal

Item
No.1

Narela Zone
Short NIT/RFP Notice No. 04/DJB/ DOR/ Rev.
(HQ)/2021-22 dated 15.02.2022

Rs. 1,000/- Rs.
1,53,500/-

16.02.2022 01 Year 21.02.2022 upto 3.00 P.M.
Tender ID

2022_DJB_216839_1

Item
No.1

Burari Zone
Short NIT/RFP Notice No. 05/DJB/DOR/ Rev.
(HQ)/2021-22 dated 15.02.2022

Rs. 1,000/- Rs.
2,54,100/-

16.02.2022 01 Year 21.02.2022 upto 3.00 P.M.
Tender ID

2022_DJB_216840_1

Item
No.1

Greater Kailash Zone
Short NIT/RFP Notice No. 06/DJB/DOR/ Rev.
(HQ)/2021-22 dated 15.02.2022

Rs. 1,000/- Rs.
1,53,500/-

16.02.2022 01 Year 21.02.2022 upto 3.00 P.M.
Tender ID

2022_DJB_216841_1

Sarkhej-Gandhinagar
highway,Ahmedabad.The
capexbudgetwillpowerinfra
investments,theFinance
Ministryreportsaid.File

FinMinreport: Inclusivegrowth;
pvtconsumptiontobecautious

Green hydrogen: Policy
for producers this week
NewDelhi: The governmentwill
announcethefirstpartofagreen
hydrogenpolicythisweek,under
whichgreenhydrogenproducers
willbegrantedfreepowertrans-
mission for renewable energy
projects set up before 2025,
PowerMinisterRKSinghsaidon
Wednesday.
HesaidtheCentrewouldalso

come outwithmandates, after
clearance from theCabinet, that
requirereplacementofsomepro-
portionofgreyhydrogenusedby
sectorssuchasoilrefining,fertilis-
ersandsteel.Greyhydrogenishy-
drogen produced using natural
gasormethane,while greenhy-

drogenisproducedthroughelec-
trolysisusingrenewableenergy.
“To boost green hydrogen

manufacturing, we are giving
peoplelibertytosetuprenewable
energy capacity anywhere by
themselves or through a devel-
oper.Wewillgivethemopenac-
cess,bankingfor30days,andfree
transmissionifthatcapacityisset
up before 2025,” Singh said,
adding that the policywould be
released on Thursday or Friday.
Renewable energy banking al-
lows generators to deposit sur-
plus powerwith a discom and
withdrawsuchpowerlaterwhen
required. ENS

Bengalurucommands
asignificantpremiumforsoftware
developmentengineeringroles

Increments intech in2021
acrossallemployeecategories
werebackto2019levelsof9%

Source:Mercer/PTI

‘Cos back to pre-Covid incentive
levels; 9% increments this year’

Mercer’s Total Remuneration Survey was conductedwith 988
companies, 5,700 job functions and over 14 lakh employees

`

Organisations are reverting to pre-pandemic levels of
investment in incentives and the industry average for
increment in 2022will likely be 9%, aMercer survey said

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY16

SETTING THE stage for the
turnaroundof Air India, Tata
Sons chairman N Chandra-
sekaranlaiddownaroadmap
with four core areas for the
newmanagementtofocuson:
providing “best in class cus-
tomer service”;making Air
Indiathe“mosttechnologically
advancedairlineintheworld”;
upgradingaircraft,bringingin
new fleet andexpanding the
airline’s network; andensur-
ingin-flightandoff-flighthos-
pitalityis“thebest”.
OnWednesday, Chandra-

sekarandeliveredhismaiden
addresstoAirIndiaemployees.
Ina15-minutevirtual speech
thatwas attendedbyalmost
10,000employees,hesaid,“...in
terms of fleet, we knowwe
havework to do andwhen I
talked to the management
team,thecommercialdirector
and the engineering leader-
ship, I knowwehavework to
do. Wewill address it with
mosturgency ...wewillmove
with utmost urgency and
speedinthecomingmonths”.
He told themthat theair-

linewillneedtoundergoanor-
ganisationalredesignthatwill
“require a huge transforma-
tion,probablythelargesttrans-
formationand the changeall
ofyouwouldevergothrough”.
Headded that targetswill be
set at individual, departmen-
talandcompanylevelssothat
everyoneknowswhatneeds
tobedone,andsaid:“...andall
ourgoalswillcometogetherto
achievethebiggerpurpose.”
Onmakingtheairlinetech-

nologically advanced,
Chandrasekaransaid,“wewill
do that by ensuring thatwe
bringinthebestoftechnology
ineveryaspect of Air India—
beitintermsofapps,website,
mobilechannel, socialmedia,
TataNeuapp,whatevermay
be digital reach thatwewill
havetoprovideforconsumers
to access Air India, or in our
frontofficesystemsorbackof-
ficesystems”.
The carrierwill usemod-

ern cloud infrastructure and
deploythebestofartificial in-
telligence,machine learning
algorithmsandminedata “to
beabletogetintelligenceona
real timebasis and offer the
mostpersonalisedexperience
any airline passenger can
have”,Chandrasekaranadded.
The Tata Sons chairman

alsounderscoredthatanysuc-
cesscancomeonly“whenwe
are financially fit”, and said:
“...wearenotonlycommitted
to all the things I say thatwe

are equally committed to
makeAir India a very strong
airline financially. I knowthis
isaveryambitiousgoal”.
Handed over to the Tata

groupby thegovernmenton
January27,theairlinehadato-
taldebtofRs61,562croreasof
August 31, 2021. Of the total
amount, the conglomerate
tookoverRs15,300crore.
In termsof consumerex-

perience,Chandrasekaranem-
phasisedon theneed for the
airlinetobe“ontime”. “In the
contextofAirIndia,ifImaysay
so,wemust startwithensur-
ingthatweareontime,every-
time,”hesaid.“Ifwecancom-
plement thatwith a terrific
experience in termsof seam-
less booking, airport experi-
ence, boarding experience,
lounge experience, all of it,
thenwewillautomaticallyend
upprovidingcustomerservice
thatthecustomerswanttoex-
periencerather,wewouldex-
ceedthat,”headded.

VistaraCEO’s letter
Meanwhile,admittingthat

Vistara — a Tata Group and
SingaporeAirlines joint-ven-
ture—fell shortof customers’
expectations in the last few
months, the airline’s CEO
Vinod Kannan, in a letter to
customers,saidtheairlinewas
addressing someof thegaps,
whilemanychanges anden-
hancementsareintheoffing.
“Wehavealwayswanted

tomake flying anexperience
that isnot transactional,buta
joyous andmemorable ‘new
feeling’.However, Iadmitthat
we fell short on this commit-
ment in the last fewmonths
anddidnotliveuptoyourex-
pectations,”Kannanwrote.
“Iamawarethatourweb-

site andmobile app couldn’t
offer targeted solutions to
some of the problems you
faced. And I also understand
that your on-groundexperi-
encemaynothavebeenupto
yourexpectationsonsomein-
stances,”headded.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

Technologically
advanced, on time,
financially fit: New
Air India flight plan

BRIEFLY
PaperonWTO
NewDelhi:Developingna-
tions should be exempted
frombeing taken toWTO’s
dispute settlement panel if
theyimplementtradesteps
todealwithCovid, as per a
paperbyIndia,Cubaandthe
AfricanUnion.

DFSSecy,RBI
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
hasnominatedDFSSecret-
arySanjayMalhotraasadi-
rectoronRBI’sboard.

NSEco-location
NewDelhi:Sebi finedAdroit
FinancialServicesandSilver
Stream Equities Rs 6 lakh
eachforfloutingnormsover
NSE’sco-locationfacility. PTI

Adspending
NewDelhi:Ad spending in
India is set to be `1,07,987
crorein2022andmediash-
areofdigitalmayreach45%,
asperGroupMIndia’s ‘This
YearNextYear’report. ENS

“Iknowwehave
worktodo.Wewill
address itwith
mosturgency”

NCHANDRASEKARAN
CHAIRMAN,TATASONS

TataSonschief’saddresstostaff

PTI file

New Delhi



NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer/Project, North Central Railway
Project Unit, Kanpur for and on behalf of the President of India invites
open e-Tender from reputed contractors/JV firms with adequate
experience and financial capability, for the following work on Single
Packet System up to 15.00 hrs. on the opening date of E-tender
mentioned therein. If date of opening is declared a holiday or offer
could not be opened due to Technical issue, the offers shall be
opened on the nextworking day.

TENDER NOTICE
(Single Packet)

North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in @CPRONCR

E-Tender No.- PUCNB-BSZ-ICL-EI-T-58

176/22 (SP)

Date : 14.02.2022

Name of work

Estimated cost of work

Earnest Money

Tender form cost.
Completion Period:

Availability of tender form

Closing Date/Time of Tender
Tender Opening Date/Time

Place of Opening

Validity of Offer

Right of Railway to deal
with tender

"Supply, Designing, Installation, testing
and commissioning of Indoor and
Outdoor Signalling gears in connection
with Replacement of Mechanical
Signalling at Two stations Bharuwa
Sumerpur (BSZ) and Ichauli (ICL) with El
(El material of Hitachi/Ansaldo make will
be supplied by Railway) in Banda-
Bhimsen section of Jhansi Division of
NorthCentral Railway"

Rs. 18802051.48 only (Rs. One Crore
Eighty Eight Lakhs Two Thousand Fifty
OneandForty Eight paise only).

Rs. 244000/- (Two Lakh Forty Four
thousand only).

NIL.
08Months.
Tender forms shall be available on web
site, www.ireps.gov.in 21 days prior to
date of opening of the tender.

08.03.2022 before 15:00Hrs.

08.03.2022 at 15:00Hrs.
ThroughOnline E-Portalwww.ireps.gov.in
in the office of CSTE/P-III/NCRPU, HQ
Office, Subedarganj, Prayagraj (UP)

45 days fromdate of opening.
Railway administration reserves the
rights to postpone/modify or to cancel the
tenderwithout assigning any reasons.

Tenderers whowish to participate in tenders invited onwww.ireps.gov.in
have to register on the website mandatorily. Please refer to website for
more details.
NOTE:-
Tenderers can submit EMD only through online mode. Online payment of
earnest money can be made through net banking, debit/credit card etc..
Further particulars can be obtained from Indian Railways website
www.ireps.gov.in. Non-submission of Earnest Money (EMD) of Rs.
Rs. 244000/- (Two Lakh Forty Four thousand\), will lead to summarily
rejection of offer.

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
MAHANADI GODAWARI BASIN

RAIPUR (C.G.)
e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st CALL)

System Tender No.: 92402/NIT No.:37/SAC/2021-22, Durg,Dated: 14.02.2022
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 07.03.2022
at 17.30 Hour.
Name of Work: RENOVATION OF TUMAKHURD TANK NO 01, AND
LINING OF CANAL.L.B.C. R.D. 0 TO 1605 M.,R.B.C. 0 TO 3840 M.,SUB
MINOR R.D. 0 TO 390 M., WITH CONSTRUCTION OF 10 NOS INLET,
11 NOS V.R.B., 01 NOS SPILL CROSSING., 01 NOS SUPER PASSAGE.,
01 NOS MINOR HEAD., 01 NOS FALLAND 16 NOS. COLABA FIXING
IN BLOCK DHAMDHA OF DISTRICT DURG.
Probable Amount of Contract:- Rs. 262.89 Lakhs
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government
of Chhattisgarh Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in)
from Date 21.02.2022 at 17.31 Hours. (IST) onwards.
NOTE:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to get
enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in)
and get approval on specific vendor class from PWD under Centralized
Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to download the tender documents
and participate in the subsequent bidding process.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Tandula Water Resources Division, Durg (C.G.)
For, Chief Engineer, Mahanadi Godavari Basin

Raipur (C.G.)67846

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

The Executive Engineer(E),
Postal Electrical Division, 10th
floor, Meghdoot Bhawan, New
Delhi-110001 invites on behalf
of President of India, percentage
rate e-tenders on two bid system
for following work

Name of Work:- Electrical works
for renovation of MMS office and
its premises at kashmere gate,
Delhi
NIT No.- 190/EE/PED/ND/NIT/
2021-22/ 416 dated 15.02.2022
Estimated cost:- Rs.3316839/=
Last date and time of
submission of technical and
financial bid is 25.02.2022 upto
1500 hours Bid form and other
details can be obtained from
website https://dopcivil.euniw
izarde.com

SD-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(E)

POSTAL ELECTRICAL
DIVISION NEW DELHI

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IIAnjani Kumar, S/OKrishna
Murari, R/O127, UdayPark,
NewDelhi - 110049, have
changedmyname toAnjani
Kumar Singh 0050192267-1

I,Sunil S/o Suraj Parkash,R/o
1265-A/31,nearHanuman
Mandir,Gali.No.-6, Laxman-
Vihar Phase-1,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changedmy
name toSunil Kumar.

0040603222-11

I,LAVANYANAGYAL,D/O.VIJAY
KUMARNAGYAL,ADD-121.
SKYLARKAPARTMENT,PLOT.
NO-35 SECTOR-6,DWARKANEW
DELHI-110075.Changedmy
name to LAVANYA,
permanently. 0040603213-3

I,JAI PRAKASHPANDIT,
S/O.JUGESHWARPANDIT, ADD-
RZB-17,STREET.NO-8,RAJ
NAGAR2PALAMCOLONY,
SOUTHWESTDELHI-110077.
Changedmyname to JAY
PARKASHPANDIT,
permanently. 0040603213-4

I,BEENA.V W/O.HARIDAS
MENON,H.NO.155,F/F
BACKSIDEBLOCK-B,MOHAN
GARDENUTTAM-NAGARWEST
DELHI-110059. Changedmy
name toBEENANAIR,
permanently. 0040603213-2

I,ARSHADREHMAN, S/O.ATIQUR
REHMANSIDDIQUI, ADD-323/1,
STREET.NO-37. ZAKIRNAGAR,
NEWFRIENDS-COLONYSOUTH-
DELHI-110025.Changedmy
name toARSHADREHMAN
SIDDIQUI.Permanently.

0040603213-5

MMyyname is JahanAra,W/o Irfan
Ali Khan, R/o 14, GroundFloor,
1st Lane, Johri Farm (Noor
Nagar Ext.) JamiaNagar, New
Delhi-110025 andmyold
addressbeing 38-B, 2nd Lane,
Johri Farm (NoorNagar Ext.)
JamiaNagar, NewDelhi-110025
declare thatmynickname is
MunizaBegumand that both
thenames JahanAraand
MunizaBegumaremine.

0070773319-1

MMyyname is IrfanAli Khan, S/o
LateKurbanAli, R/o 14, Ground
Floor, 1st Lane, Johri Farm
(NoorNagar Ext.) JamiaNagar,
NewDelhi-110025declare that
mynickname is ImranAli and
that both thenames IrfanAli
Khanand ImranAli aremine.

0070773318-1

IItt is for general information that
I,ArunVarshneyS/o-Shiv
NarayanVarshney residing at-
58,Engineers Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi-34 declare-
that name-ofmineandmy-
father hasbeenwrongly-
writtenas-ArunKrVarshney
andS.N.Varshney inmy-Driving
Licence.Theactual name-of
mineandmy-father isArun
VarshneyandShivNarayan
Varshney respectivelywhich
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040603159-1

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasRiya
Khatri,Daughter of,BhimSen
Khatri,Residingat,House
No.1943,3rd-floor,Outram-Line,
G.T.B.Nagar,Delhi-110009, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasRhea
Khatri. 0040603234-5

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasRemani
P,W/oHaridas,residingat,B-
5,LakeviewApartment,
Ward.No-8,Mehrauli,New
Delhi-110030,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasRemaniHaridas.

0040603207-7

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasParul
Dutta,S/o-Sunil Kumar
Datta,R/o-B-7,Extension-112-C
Safdarjung-Enclave,New-
Delhi-110029,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasParul Datta.

0040603213-6

II,,ZAHEEDAPARVEEN,WIFEOF
SALIMUDDIN, R/O.FLAT.NO.A-
20/160,DDAFLATS INDERLOK,
DELIH-110035HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOZAHIDAPARVEEN,
FORALLPURPOSES.

0040603222-3

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasKm.Prachi
allas Prachi Rana,D/oSh.
Devendar SinghW/oSh.
SaurabhRana,R/o Flat.No.27,
Second-Floor, Pocket-d, Near-
GreenwayNursery-School,
DilshadGarden,Jhilmil, East
Delhi,Delhi-110095,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasPrachi
Rana. 0040603207-8

II,,VVIIKKRRAAMMBHALS/ODHARAM
PALR/OA-198, RESETTLEMANT
COLONY,VIKASNAGAR,DELHI-
110059.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOVIKRAM.

0040603222-8

II,,SSwweeeettyy,,WW//oo Sunil KumarR/o-
1265-A/31,near-Hanuman
Mandir, Gali.No.-6, Laxman-
Vihar Phase-1,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changedmy
name toSweetyNayyar

0040603222-10

II,,SSuuddaarrsshhaannKaur,W/oDivender
SinghChadha,R/o-B-189-190,
LajpatNagar-I,Delhi-110024,
have changedmyname to
SudarshanKaurChadha for all
futurepurposes. 40603207-10

II,,JJiittiinnRawal S/ORajkumar
Rawal R/oB-3/601,Vasundhra,
Ghaziabad, UP-201012 changed
myname to JtinRawal

0040603207-6

II,,IInnddeerrmmoohhaannMarwaha,W/O-
Virender Jeet,R/o-2A/E5,
Shatabdi Vihar,Sector-52,
Noida,G.B.Nagar,U.P.- 201301,
inform that Indermohan
Marwahaand Indermohan
bothare the sameperson.

0040603207-9

II,,SSiimmmmiiW/oVijayKumarBharti
R/o-Q-39,Second-Floor, Rajouri
Garden,Janta-Market,New
Delhi-110027,have changedmy
name toSimmiBharti.

0040603207-3

II,,SShhaahhzzaammaann Sultan,S/oSultan
Salahuddin,R/o-2839-40, 2nd
floor kucha chellanDaryaGanj
Delhi-110002,have changedmy
name toMohammed
Shahzaman. 0040603222-4

II,,SSaahhiillRaoS/o-Sh.AshokKumar
R/o-H.No.747A,BoardColony,
Patel Nagar, Gurugram,
Haryana. That I have changed
mynameSahil to Sahil Rao,for
all,FuturePurposes.

0040603222-1

II,,SSHHRREEYYAADUAW/ORAVINDER
DUAR/oA-175,UPPERGROUND-
FLOOR,NEARLANCERCONVENT
SCHOOL, PRASHANT-VIHAR,
DELHI-110085,have changed
myname toSHREYATANEJA.

0040603207-4

II,,RRaakkeesshhKumar S/o Late Shri Jai
Pal SharmaR/oC-242, Sector-
19, NoidaDistt.-G.B. Nagar(U.P.)
have changedmyname to
RakeshKumar Sharma for all
futurepurposes. 0040603152-1

II,,RREEVVAAMMMMAAN,Mother of JC-
441971N, RankSUB
SREEKUMAR, R/o-Vill-
Kadampanad, PO-Thuvayoor
South, Teh-Adoor, Dist.-
Pathanamthitta, Pin-691552,
State-Kerala.MyName
Erroneouslymentioned inmy
son’s servicedocument as
REMA.MycorrectName is
REVAMMAN, videaffidavit IN-
LA02690099516855U, sworn
beforeNotaryDT. 10-Feb-2022.

0040603229-8

II,,RRAAJJIIVVLLOOCCHHAANN SURESHANAND
MADHWAL,S/o-Shri Suresha
Nand,R/o-H.No.H,Block-4,
Sector-4,DIZArea,RajaBazar,
NewDelhi-110001,have
changedmyname to
RAJIVLOCHANMADHWAL for
all purposes. 0040603207-11

II,,PPAARRTTHH SINGH,S/oABHICHAND
SINGH,R/o FLAT.NO.202,
TOWER-10, DHAULA-ROAD,
SECTOR-5, SOHNA,GURGAON,
HARYANA,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPARTH,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040603213-1

II,,NNaavvpprreeeettKaurW/oSukhpal
Singh,R/oWZ,C-25,Mukherjee-
Park Extension,ND-18 have
changedmyname toNavpreet
Sukhpal Singh,for all purposes.

0040603222-2

II,,NNEEEERRUU,,WW//OO--SSAACCHHIINNKUMAR
RAJORA,R/O:-WZ-99,HARI
SINGHPARK,NEWMULTAN
NAGAR,SHAKURBASTI
DEPOT,DELHI-56,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEFROM
NEERUTOKOMALRAJORA,
AFTERMARRIAGEON
06.03.2002,FORALLPURPOSES.

0040603213-11

II,,MMeeeennaaDevi,W/O-Sh. Ramesh
Chand,R/O-H.NWZ200,
BuhdellaVillage,Vikaspuri,
NewDelhi-110018,MeenaDevi
andMeenaTrehenBothareone
&sameperson. 0040603229-1

II,,SSaannjjaayy Jian S/oGyanChand
Jain,R/oG-305,Block-G, Preet
Vihar,Delhi-110092,have
changedmyname toSanjay
Jain. 0040603222-6

II,,MOHINDERPALSINGH, S/o
SINGHKPKUSHWAHA,R/o
HOUSENO-411,MAITRI BLOCK,
NEARANGELSPUBLICSCHOOL,
SECTOR-21A, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121001, have
changed thenameofmyminor
Son JIVANSHSINGH
KUSHWAHA, agedabout 13
YEARSandhe shall hereafter
be knownasATMANSINGH.

0070773284-1

II,,MunishKumar, S/o RamAvtar
Bansal , R/oTower-1-C-601, Golf
Links, LandCraft, Near
ColumbiaAsiaHospital, NH-24,
Ghaziabad, KaviNagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201002, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasManeeshBansal.

0070773283-1

II,,Balvinder SinghBanga, S/o
Kulwant SinghBanga, R/o
HouseNo. 6, GroundFloor, Lane
No.H7, Vatika IndiaNext,
Sector 82, GurugramHaryana-
122004, have changedmy
minor Son’s name from
Kohnoor SinghBangaaged14
years toKohinoor SinghBanga
forever. 0070773324-1

IIhitherto knownasSanjay
Kumar S/OAnil KumarR/OPlot
No. 65B, KhasraNo.1518/1685,
Phase-1, AyaNagar, South
Delhi, Delhi-110047have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasSanjay
Dobhal. It is certified that I
have compliedwith other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0040603196-1

II,,MMAAUUSSMMIIYADAV,W/ODINESH
KUMARYADAV,R/OSMQ.12-B
WACSUBROTOPARK,NEW
DELHI.110010HAVECHANGED
MYNAME,FROMMAUSMI
YADAVTOMAUSAMIYADAV
VIDEAFFIDAVITDATED-
16/02/2022,BEFORENCT-DELHI.

0040603229-6

II,,NeelamSharma,W/oKrishan
Kumar, R/oA-87, Amrapali
LeisureValley, Noida Extn.,
GautamBudhNagar (U.P.),
have changedmyname from
NeelamRani toNeelam
Sharma for all futurepurposes.

0070773326-1

II,,AARRVVIINNDDPRASADGUPTAS/O
SHRI RAJENDRALALSAH
R/O.4C 2ND.FLOOR
EXPRESSVIEWAPARTMENT,
SECTOR-93,NOIDAU.P.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOARVIND
KUMARGUPTA. 0040603222-9

II,,KKaallppaannaa Singh,W/oDeepak
Singh,R/oC-8/8836,Vasant
Kunj,Delhi-110070,have
changedmyname toKalpna
Jain. 0040603222-5

II,,KKaarraannjjeeeett Singh,S/O
Lakhwinder SinghR/O-
469A,BabaFarid-Puri,West
Patel-NagarNew-Delhi.
110008,have changedmyName
Karanjeet Singh toKaranjit
Singh,for all purposes.

0040603213-7

IIBharti AgarwalD/o-Deepak
Agarwal R/o-L-6/A, FlatNo.1,
SamtaApartment, PalamDabri
Road,Mahavir Enclave, New
Delhi-110045have changedmy
name toBharati Agarwal for all
purposes. 0040603184-1

IINishaChachanW/O,Ashwani
KumarChachanR/o 63, Nai
AnajMandi,WardNo12, Nohar,
Hanumangarh, Rajasthan -
335523have changedmyname
toGayatri Devi for all purposes.

0040603193-1

IISadhanaPandeyW/OSatish
Pandit R/OA-42, RadheyShyam
Park Extn., Delhi-110051have
changedmyname toSadhana
Pandit for all futurepurposes.

0040603150-2

IISatishPandeyS/OAmbika
Pandit R/OA-42, RadheyShyam
Park Extn., Delhi-110051have
changedmyname toSatish
Pandit for all futurepurposes.

0040603150-1

IISukhvinder SinghMariyokS/O,
Malkeet SinghR/oK-502,W12D
Lane,WesternAvenue, Sainik
Farms, Delhi have changedmy
name toSukhvinder Singh for
all purposes 0040603194-1

IIVansmeet SinghS/oSh.
Kawaljeet SinghR/oH.No.92,
Janta Flat, GTBEnclave, Seema
Puri, East Delhi, Delhi-110095
have changedmyname to
Vanshmeet Singh for all
purposes. 0040603149-3

II,,ANITARANIMARWAHw/o
MANGATRAMMARWAHr/oG-
22/228-229, GroundFloor,
Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
ANITAMARWAH. 0040603156-1

II,,RituMohindru,W/oSonu
Chawla, R/o:WZ-178A, First
Floor, KrishnaPuri Gali No-5,
TilakNagar, NewDelhi-18, after
marriagehave changedmy
name toRituChawla for all
purposes. 0070773329-1

II,,Dheeraj SharmaS/o Jati Ram
SharmaR/oC5-A/21, Upper
GroundFloor, JanakPuri B-1,
JanakPuri Delhi- 110058, have
changedmyminor Son’s name
fromAkshat Sharmaaged15
years toAgrimBhardwaj
forever 0070773338-1

II,,HemanshuSeth, S/oKuldev
Seth, R/o L1-1503, T-1, 15th
Floor, ExpressParkView,
Sector-Chi-V, GreaterNoida,
U.P., have changedmyname to
HemmanshuSethh for all
futurepurposes. 0070773327-1

II,, Jaswant SinghS/o Jaspal
SinghBhatti R/o:WZ-436,18-19,
SantGarh, TilakNagar, New
Delhi-18HaveChangedMy
Name to Jaswant SinghBhatti
for all FuturePurposes.

0070773330-1

II,,KanishkSanjayBhatia S/o
SanjayNaraindraBhatiaR/o-C-
1/215 Second-Floor, Janakpuri
Delhi-110058,have changedmy
name toKaniyshkSanjay
Bhatia Permanently.

0040603178-6

II,,Manjeet KaurAliasManjeet
KaurVohra,W/oHarcharan
SinghR/o-24-c Second-Floor
Pocket-A, Vikaspuri-Extension
Delhi-110018,have changedmy
name toManjit Kaur
Permanently. 0040603178-5

II,,RakeshChandela S/oRampal
Chandila R/o-WZ-183Khayala
VillageDelhi-110018, have
changedmyname toRakesh
Chandila Permanently.

0040603178-1

II,,RakeshChandila S/oRampal
Chandila R/o-WZ-183Khayala-
Village,Delhi-110018,have
changedmyminor son’s name
AaravChandela toAarav
Chandila Permanently.

0040603178-4

II,,RakeshChandila S/oRampal
Chandila R/o-WZ-183,Khayala
VillageDelhi-110018,have
changedmyminor son’s name
ArnavChandela toArnav
Chandila Permanently.

0040603178-3

II,,Sathiyavathi. A., Spouseof
No.- JC414378L rank (SUB),
AnandanK., R/o-VPO&Post-
Tirupattur, Tehsil &Distt-
Tirupattur (Vellore), have
changedmyname from
Sathiyavathi. A. to
Sathiyavathi. C. videAffidavit
dated 30.11.2021beforeNotary
Public, NewDelhi.

0070773328-1

II,,SurenderKumar, S/o Prem
NathPasricha, R/oHouseNo-
2C/3148A,Gill ColonyRoad, Gill
ColonyNagarNigam4,
Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh-
247001, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asSurenderKumarPasricha.

0070773282-1

II,,TAUSHIF S/OABDULKAYUM,
R/o -R 266AGALINO12RAMESH
PARKLAXMINAGARDELHI
110092have changedmyname
toMOHAMMEDTAUSHIF S/O
MohammedQAYUM

0070773333-1

II,,SoniaChandela/Sonia Singh
W/oRakeshChandila R/o-WZ-
183KhayalaVillageDelhi-
110018, have changedmyname
toSoniaChandila
Permanently. 0040603178-2

II,,HHaassssaaaannKhanS/O-
SharifuddinR/O-2704,5th
Floor,Gali-KaleKhan,Kucha
Chellan,DaryaGanj,NewDelhi-
110002,HaveChanged
My,NameToHassanSharif, For
All FuturePurposes.

0040603222-7

II,, Vinita Esther CrossR/o
110/1093Ward 1St.johns
ChurchComp.Mehrauli Delhi-
110030, have changedmy
minor son’s name, fromJeremy
Samuel to JeremySamuel
Cross. 0040603229-5

II,, Manjit KharaW/oLate Jaideep
Gopal Surie R/oG-150NarVihar
Part-2, Sec-34Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201307, HaveChanged
myname toManjit Surie for all
purposes. 0040601916-2

II,,HHiimmaannsshhii D/oVinodParkash
SharmaR/oA-3/264,Sector-
8,Rohini Delhi-110085,have
changedmyname toHimanshi
Sharma. 0040603207-1

II,,GGuurrpprreeeett KaurW/oKaramjeet
SinghSandhu,R/O547/A, Rishi
Nagar, Rani Bagh, Delhi,
ChangedName toGurpreet
Kaur Sandhu. 0040603207-5

II,,DDIIPPTTII CHOUDHARYDHURIA,
D/OBISHAMBARDASS
CHOUDHARY,R/OG-7 FINE-
HOMEAPARTMENT,MAYUR-
VIHARPHASE-1,DELHI-110091,
have changedmyname to
DIPTI CHOUDHARY,for all
purpose. 0040603229-7

II,,DDEEEEPPAAARORA,W/OSONU
ARORA,R/OD-183,
MANSAROVERGARDEN,NEW
DELHI-110015,HAVECHANGED
MYNAMEFROMKMKOMAL
BHARARATODEEPAARORA.

0040603213-10

II,,AAsshhuuThapar,W/oBhanu
budhiraja, Address-J-1/4A,
KrishnaNagar, Delhi-110051,
changedmyname toAshu
thaparBudhiraja.

0040603234-1

II,,AAsshhiimmaa,,WW//oo-- bunty vshisht,
Address-B-28,Sai appartments
sector-13 rohini Delhi-110085,
changedmyname toAshima
vshisht. 0040603213-9

II,,AAmmaannjjeeeett Kaur,W/OKaranjit
Singh,R/O469A,Baba Farid-Puri
West Patel-NagarNew-Delhi-
110008,have changedmyName
Amanjeet Kaur toAmanjit
Kaur,for all purposes.

0040603213-8

II,,AAllookkeeKhanna,S/oR.K. Khanna
R/o.D-2,LGF,Greater Kailash-
Enclave-2,NewDelhi-48,have
changedmyname toAlok
Khanna,for all purposes.

0040603207-2

II,, Kishan Lal ChughS/oHetu
RamR/o J-3/155, GroundFloor,
DDAFlats, Kalkaji, NewDelhi-
110019, have lostmyoriginal
property documentsPost
PossessionandNOC,
Possession Letter, found
pleaseContact: +919811658465

0040603151-1

II,, Dr. R.S.Malik S/oSubeSingh
R/o.MalikHospital, Hissar,
Haryanahas lost onepageof
registered leasedeed inname
of BalramSinghof plot no.F-
1784, DSIIDC,Narela Industrial
Park, NewDelhi 110040
Somewhere inRohini Sector 7
Area, Delhi. LRNo.919351/2021
hasbeen registeredon
11.11.2021withCrimeBranch,
Delhi. If foundPlease contact
9810601585 0040603149-4

LLoossttmy,original property
documents,Possession
Letter,NOC, Electricity,Water&
Bank challan,of Flat.No.500,4th
floor,Pocket-3,Sector-28,
Phase-4,Rohini,Delhi-110042.
Finder contact:DeepaVohra&
DevinderKumarVohra,R/o-A-
295,MeeraBagh,Outer Ring
Road,NewDelhi-110087.

0040603229-9

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f Sf¸fZäS £fû½ff»f ´fbÂf À½f¦feÊ¹f VfaI S
»ff»f E½fa ßfe¸f°fe dI S³f ¶ff»ff ´f}e ßfe Sf¸fZäS
£fû½ff»f d³f½ffÀfe BÊ-183, VffÀÂfe ³f¦fS, AVfûI
d½fWfS, dQ»»fe-110052 ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf Àfbd¸f°f
£fû½ff»f E½fa ´fbÂf½f²fc ßfe¸f°fe Afa¨f»f ´f}e Àfbd¸f°f
£fû½ff»f I û C³fIZ Qb½¹fÊ½fWfS, d³f¹faÂf¯f ÀfZ ¶ffWS
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QZ³fZ, ¸ff³fdÀfI ½f VffSedSI ¹ff°f³ffEa QZ³fZ IZ I fS¯f
A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f E½fa A¨f»f Àfa´fdØf¹fûÔ ÀfZ
¶fZQ£f»f I S°fZ WbE Àf·fe Àff¸ffdªfI ´ffdS½ffdSI
dSV°fZ-³ff°fZ Àf¸¶f³²f-d½f¨LZQ I S d»fE W`ÔÜ Afªf
IZ ¶ffQ ¸fZSm ¸fb½fdæ »f¦f¯f ½f CÀfIZ ´fdS½ffS IZ
ÀfQÀ¹fûÔ I f ´fbÂf Àfbd¸f°f £fû½ff»f ½f ´fbÂf½f²fc Afa¨f»f
ÀfZ dI Àfe ´fiI fS I f I ûBÊ ½ffÀ°ff, °ff»»fbI ³fWeÔ SWf
W`, ·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ B³f Qû³fûÔ IZ dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ
dIi ¹ff-I »ff´fûÔ, Qe½ff³fe-R üªfQfSe ½ffQ-d½f½ffQ,
´fbd»fÀf I f¹fÊ½ffWe ½f »fZ³f-QZ³f AfdQ I f¹fûË IZ d»fE
¸fZSm ¸fb½fdæ »f ½f C³fIZ ´fdS½ffS I f I ûBÊ ÀfQÀ¹f
CØfSQf¹fe ³fWeÔ Wû¦ffÜ

øY´fZVf dÀfaWX ¨füWXf³f Ad²f½föYf
¨f`.³fa. IZY-115,

´fi±f¸f °f»f °feÀf WXªffSXe IYûMÊX dQne-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Byers beware, any buyers of property in
respect to the Property plot of land area
measuring 150 Sq.Yard out of Khasra
No. 6/7 situated in the revenue estate of
village Khaira Najafgargh, New Delhi
110043. The said property is in the name
of, Late Smt. Jai Kumari Devi, mother of
My client Mr. Abhishek Anand S/o Sh.
Ram Raghaw Singh R/o. E-34A, Flat
No. 102, 1st Floor, Deoli Road, Khanpur
Extension, New Delhi-110062
Be It known to all through this public
notice that my above named client do
hereby inform the public at large that my
client has share in aforesaid property
being a legal heirs of Late Smt. Jai
Kumari Devi W/o Sh. Ram Raghaw
Singh. If any persons/bodies has have
was/were shall/will entered with respect
to the aforesaid property from anyone
then deemed to be null and void. That
anybody dealing with them shall do the
same on his/her own risk and
consequences & my client will not be
responsible for any act, deal &
commission & omission on their behalf.

Sd/- Rajendra Kumar Singh
(Advocate)

A-309, R.G. COMPLEX, D.B. GUPTA
ROAD, NEW DELHI-110055

Rajnish & Associates (Advocate)
449, 2nd Floor, Dahiya Bhawan,Sant Nagar, Delhi-110084

PPUUBBLLIICC NNOOTTIICCEE
Be it known to all that my Client Smt. Anoop
Kaur D/o Late Sh. Sultan Singh presently
residing at #8144, 134 ST, Surrey B.C.,
V3W4T9, Canada and also resident of
123, Sector-15, Part 1, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001(India) that she has severred all her
relations with her son Sh. Aksharpal Singh
Gulia as well as her daughter-in-law Smt.
Anjali and has disowned them from all of
her movable and/or immovable properties &
from her personal life too. If any person(s)
deals with the above said Sh. Aksharpal
Singh Gulia and his wife Smt. Anjali in
any manner whatsoever, such person(s)
shall do so at his / her / its / their sole risks,
liablilities, responsibilities, consequences
etc,and my client shall not be liable for the
same in any manner under any circumstances.

PUBLIC NOTICE
“This is for the information of general
public that my client Smt. Maya W/o Sh.
Raju & Sh. Raju S/o Sh. Sunder Lal both
R/o 39/40, N.D.M.L. Pandara Park, Lodi
Road, New Delhi-110003, have disowned
and debarred their son Mr. Deepak and
Daughter-in-law Mrs. Twinkle from all
their movable and immovable properties
with immediate effect and severed all thier
relations and connections with them,
because they are out of control of my
client and misbehave, wrangle with them.
Anybody dealing with them shall do so at
his/her/their own risk and responsibilities
thereto and my client and their family shall
be in no way responsible for any act,
deeds and things done by them.

Sd/- M.K. JHA (ADVOCATE)
G.F. SR.-II, Authority Building, Distt.

Centre, Janak Puri, New Delhi-110058

LOST & FOUND
I Dinesh Kumar Jain Director of M/s
Vardhman Cars Pvt Ltd , We lost our
original property paper at gurgaon
bus stand details sale deed date
21/04/2014 Reg. no 267. Property
owner M/s Vardhman Cars Pvt Ltd,
Address 8 Kanal 6 Marla, Khewat
No-30, Khatoni no-41 & 42, Mustatil
no-36, Kila no-1/1 (0-7), Mustatil no-
37, Kila no-4/2 (5. 15), 5(6-0), 3 (10-
4), 4/1 (2-1) & Khewat no-28.
Khatoni no-38 & 39, Mustatil no-30
Kila no-21/2 (1-18) 22 (7-19),
Mustatil no -37. Kila no-1 (7-4), 2(9-
16), Waka Mouja Fidedhi. Tehsil &
Distt. Rewari Haryana-123401

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL
CONCERNED THAT ORIGINAL
SALE DEED DULY REGISTERED
AS DOCUMENT NO. 8514 ADDL.
BOOK I VOLUME 1606 ON PAGES
131-135 ON 30.04.1966 IN FAVOUR
OF JAI PRAKASH MALIK CHAND
AND OTHERS HAS BEEN LOST
AND IS NOT TRACEABLE AND L.R.
NO. 71776/2022/25.01.2022 HAS
BEEN LODGED WITH POLICE. ANY
PERSON FINDING SAME MAY
CONTACT UNDERSIGNED.

(VIVEK KUMAR SINGH)
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 359, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari
Courts, New Delhi- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to public that my clients Mrs.
Anju Sharma W/O Sh. Pramod Kumar
Sharma and Sh. Pramod Kumar Sharma
Both R/O 18-A, R-Block, Dilshad
Garden, Delhi-110095 have severed all
their relations from their son namely
Anant Bhardwaj S/O Sh. Pramod Kumar
Sharma R/O 1/5342, Balbir Nagar
Extension, Shahdara, Delhi-110032 and
their daughter-in-law Bhawana W/O
Anant Bhardwaj R/O Village And Post
Office- Lakhlan-Rajgarh, Churu,
rajasthan-331023 because of all their ill
activities and their ill behavior towards
my client and my client has also
debarred them from their all movable
and immovable properties for all
purposes in future. Any-body dealing
with them shall be doing so at her/ his
own risk and responsibilities and my
clients shall not be responsible for any
act of the aforesaid person.

Sd/- (ARUN YADAV)
Advocate

Chamber No. B-90, B.G.S Block
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clientess Santosh Kapoor W/o I.C. Kapoor
R/o A-90, Ganesh Nagar, New Delhi-110018
had earlier debarred and disowned her son
Dheeraj Kapoor from her movable and
immovable properties and also severed all
her relations with him and published the
public notice dated 09.03.2021 published in
two leading newspapers i.e. The Indian
Express and Jansatta. Now due to
development in relations in family memebrs
my clientess hereby withdraw her earlier
aforesaid notice, which should be treated as
null and void in future.

Sd/-
RUPESH SHARMA

Advocate
Enl. No. D-1820/2001

Ch. No. 515, 5th Floor
Lawyers Chamber Block,

Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that
my clients Sh. Rajeshwar Dayal
Bhardwaj son of Sh. Mangey Ram
Bhardwaj and his daughter in-law Smt.
Latika D/O Sh. Sudarshan Kumar both
residents A-37, Third Floor, Jail Road,
Fateh Nagar, Delhi-110018 have
debarred/disowned their son/husband
respectively namely Sh. Deepak
Bhardwaj S/O Sh. Rajeshwar Dayal
Bhardwaj R/O KI-59, Kavi Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P. 201002 from all their
moveable & immoveable properties and
their personal life & ceased all relations
with him due to his misbehavior. My
clients will not be responsible for his acts
& deeds and dealings with any person.

Sd/- G. P GOYAL (Advocate)
Ru-352 Pitampura Delhi.

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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‘IAMQUICKEST INKERALASQUAD’
EDHENAPPLETOM(17,KERALA)

EdhenAppleTomwassurprisedwhenhewas
included inKerala’s Ranji Trophy squad. The
17-year-oldwasnotinthepreliminarysquad
butwouldimpresscoachTinuYohannanwith
hispaceasanetbowlerfortheteam.
“Ithasbeenanexcellentexperiencesofar.

Playing and trainingwith the senior team is
completelydifferent fromwhat Iwasusedto
withtheU-19team,”saysEdhen.
Yohannanratestheteenagerhighly.“Heis

deceptivelyquick.Bylookingathisbodystruc-
ture,onecan’tsaythatheissharp,buthewill
bebowlinginthehigh130s,andthat’swhywe
pickedhim.DuringtheRanjiTrophycamp,we
foundthatheisreadyforseniorcricket.Itisnot
onlytalent,butthekidhasalsogotaverysta-
bleheadand ishitting the right areas,which
oneneedinfirst-classcricket,”saystheKerala
coachwhoplayedthreeTestsforIndia.
Edhenwasborn inDubaiwherehis par-

entsworked at the airport. After he turned
eight, heandhis fathermoved to Indiawhile
themotherstayedinDubai.“Myfather(Apple
TomPhillips)wasa fastbowlerhimself. Iwas
8 when he took me to former Kerala all-
rounderSonyCheruvathur sir,whowas run-
ningacoachingcampinDubai. Iusedtobowl
fast,buttherewerealotoftechnicalissueswith
mybowling. Sony Cheruvathur sir fixed all
thoseissues,butnevercompromisedwithmy
pace,evenwhenIwas9.IamnotsayingthatI
amthequickest in theKerala squad,but I am
fast formyage. I can bowl fast,” says Edhen,
whoidolisesDaleSteyn.
Abouthisuniquename,theyoungstersays,

“Mygreat grandfathernamedmydadApple
TomPhillips,andmygrandfatherwholivedin
SingaporenamedmeEdhen.”

PratyushRaj

DHONITOLDME,‘DON’TOVERTHINK’
PRASHANTSOLANKI(21,MUMBAI)

PRASHANTSOLANKIrecallsthedayhegot
acall fromChennaiSuperKings (CSK)asking
whetherhewouldbeavailableasanetbowler
forthefranchiseintheUAEduringIPL2021.A
fewmonths later, CSKwouldbidRs1.2 crore
forthe21-year-oldMumbaileg-spinnerinthe
IPL auction. “Shardul (Thakur)had spoken to
CSKaboutmeandtheycalledmelater to the
nets.IbowledtoDhonibhaiandtheotherbats-
men. They alsomademebowl in a practice
game.ButIneverthoughttheywouldpickme
fortheirside,”Solankisaid.
What did he learn fromDhoni? “I asked

himaboutpreparationandhetoldme,‘justtry
tobesimpleandbackyourplan.Don’tgetcon-
fusedbythinkingtoomuch.Thebiggestmis-
takeanyplayerdoesistheythinktoomuchat
a time. It’s very important to do the things
whichyouknowthebest.’”

Solankiwasabatsmanandmedium-pacer
duringhis early days. Onedaywhenhewas
playingwithhis fatherHitesh, his coach saw
himbowlingleg-spinandinsistedthathecon-
tinuewithit.Leg-spinhelpedhimplayjunior
cricket forMumbai and soonhegrabbedat-
tention after doingwell in theMumbai T20
League.Hewas thehighestwicket-taker for
Mumbaiinthe2020-21VijayHazareTrophy.
Now,heissetforhismaidenRanjiseason.

“Red-ballcricketisthebest,ballpakdatohaisa
lagakesablifemeinnormalhogayahai(When
I held the ball, I felt everything hadbecome
normalinlife).Ranjiwasmyultimategoal.For
this,Ipractisespot-bowlingforhours.I’mhop-
ingthatbeforetheIPL, Idowellhere.”

DevendraPandey

‘MEINCARROM-VAROMNAHIDAALTA’
SAURABHKUMAR(28,UTTARPRADESH)

SAURABHKUMARwouldpraythatnoone
wouldpull the train chain ashe left Baghpat
forDelhi.Chain-pullingmeanthisdailyprac-
ticesessionwouldtakeahit.Saurabh’sfather,
aretiredjuniorengineerinAkashvani,wanted
hissontobeacricketer.
“Itwouldtakeustwo-and-a-halfhoursto

reachDelhi.Threetimesaweek,Iwouldcome
toSunita Sharma’s academy.My fatherused
todoover-timetomakesureheaccompanied
metoDelhi,”the28-yearoldspinall-rounder
said.HewasoncespottedbyBishanSinghBedi,
whotookthebuddingleft-armspinnerunder
hiswing,andSaurabh’sjourneybegantotake
shape.Heplayed forUttar Pradesh in junior
cricketbutgettingintotheRanjiTrophysquad
wastough.Thestateteamhadnoplaceforhim,
soheplayed a season (2014-15) for Services
beforemovingbacktohishomestate.
A conventional left-armspinner is rare in

domesticcricketbutSaurabhisone.Inhisfirst
game for Uttar Pradesh, against Gujarat in
2015-16,hetook10wickets.Heisalsocompe-
tentwiththebat,havingscoredtwofirst-class
hundredsandeightfifties.
In theprevious season, 2019-20, Saurabh

took44wicketsat21.09.In2018-19,heclaimed
51scalps togowith19wickets in theDuleep
Trophy. Theseperformances got himpicked
fortheIndiaAtourofSouthAfricalastyear.He
reliesonthetraditionaltoolsof flight,dipand
turn.“Mainyecarrom-varomballnahidaalta(I
don’t bowl the carromball). I never liked it. I
liketoloopitandsetupbatsmenintheair.”

DevendraPandey

‘LIVINGADREAM’
NISHANTSINDHU(19,HARYANA)

NISHANTSINDHU’Sunbeaten50against
England in theU-19WorldCup final showed
hisbig-matchtemperament.The17-year-old
all-rounderfromHaryanapickedupsixwick-
ets and scored140 runs in that tournament.
Butwhatstoodoutwashisacumenandcom-
posurewhileleadinghiscountryintwogames
followingaCovid-19outbreakinthecamp.
“Getting a chance to play Ranji Trophy

wouldbearealisationofoneofmychildhood
dreams. Iknowit isgoingtobeverydifferent
toage-groupcricket,andIamlookingforward
to learningmore,” Sindhu tells The Indian
Express.“Theteammanagementhastoldme
and (Dinesh) Bana to simply enjoy thegame
andtakeitasjustanothercricketmatch.”
Themost impressivequality of Sindhu is

his ability to read thematch situation. Raj
AngadBawa,hisU-19teammate,sharesanin-
teresting anecdote about the bouncer he
bowled to England’sGeorgeBell in theU-19
WorldCupfinal.
“I had just got the wicket of (William)

Luxton.Bellwalks intobat.AndSindhu,who
was standing atmid-off, came charging to-

wardsmeand said, ‘He is theirmain batter;
playedacrucialknockagainstAfghanistan.Isko
bouncermaar,’ (Firehimabouncer). Ibowled
a bouncer and caught himoff guard,” recol-
lectsBawa.Thereisareasoneveryonewassur-
prisedwhenhewasnotnominatedasthecap-
tain of IndiaU-19 for theAsia Cup andU-19
WorldCup. Sindhu is a serialwinner; he led
HaryanaU-16totheVijayMerchantTrophyin
the 2018-19 season. Twoyears later, Sindhu
marshalled his troops to the U-19 Vinoo
MankadTrophy.HehasalreadywontheU-19
AsiaCupandU-19WorldCup.

PratyushRaj

‘RANJIMAKESYOUTOUGH’
JAYANTYADAV(32,HARYANA)

ThegapbetweenJayantYadav’sfourthand
fifthTestswasapproximatelyfiveyears.Inearly
2017,hesufferedafreakfingerinjuryandcould
not bowl formore than a year. It cost hima
place in India’s Test squad, and followedbya
coupleofmediocre first-class seasons,he fell
downthepeckingorder.
Thestart,though,wasdreamy.Ahundred

inhissecondTest,thefirstIndiantoscoreaton
atNo.9.Theinjurythreatenedtoderailhisca-
reerbuthehassinceclawedhiswaybackasa

like-for-like replacement forWashington
Sundar in the Test againstNewZealand last
November andmadehis presence felt in the
secondinningsbytaking4for49.
“Playing in theRanjiTrophygivesyouthe

temperamenttodowellinanyformat.Ittests
your skill sets and character over four days,”
Yadav tells The Indian Express on the eve of
Haryana’sfirstgameagainstTripura.
Attheageof32, Jayant isbackinthereck-

oning;hehasbaggeda lucrative IPL contract
withGujaratTitanssnappinghimupforRs1.7
crore. “Thebestpart about four-daycricket is
thattherewillbedayswhenyoudon’tdowell,
butthenextdayyoumightgetyourchancefor
redemption.Someday,youmighthavetobat
formorethantwosessionstosaveamatch,or
youwill have tobowl20overs on the trot to
winit.Itisfullofupsanddownswhileplaying
arigorousRanjiseason,”saysYadav.

PratyushRaj

‘MOSTCHALLENGINGSEASON’
MANDEEPSINGH(30,PUNJAB)

In the 2018-19 Ranji season,Mandeep
Singhamassed602runsatanaverageof54.72.
Nextseason,696runscameat69.60.Butthese
numbers will not tell anyone that the 90
againstDelhiwasonanunderpreparedpitch
intheCapitalduringthe2018-19seasonorthe
brisk 89 against Kerala cameonagreen-top
Mohali wicket against the trio of Sandeep
Warrier,BasilThampiandMDNidheesh.
“In thenorth,wedon’t get goodwickets.

We either play on anunprepared pitch or a
greentop.Youwillnotseemanybatsmenfrom
NorthIndiascoring1,000runsinaseason.The
SouthandWestbatsmenscoreabucketfulof
runsbecausetheyplayatleast4-5matcheson
flattracks,”Mandeeptellsthisnewspaper.
In the 2019-20 season, his unbeaten204

against Hyderabadwas on a rank turner in
Patiala,whereMohammedSirajhadhandson
his head because he couldn’t get the ball to
bounceabovetheknee.Hescoredanunbeaten
71 at Thumba against Kerala, where Jalaj
Saxenawasspittingfire,andthematchended
intwodays.
“Iknowscoringbigrunsiscrucial,butone

hastoseetheconditionsaswell.Iwasplaying
mybest cricket in the2019-20 season. Iwas
even selected for the Irani Trophybut itwas
postponeddue to Covid-19. Iwas never ex-
pecting an India call-up, butwas hoping for
IndiaA.However, Iwasn’tselected.”
MandeepisoneofthefewIndiancricketers

whospeaksout;beitoncricketingmattersor
abouttheprotestsagainstthefarmlaws(now
withdrawn). But, hewill nowstart theRanji
seasonunderprepared as hehasn’t played a
competitive red-ball game in twoyears. “It is
going tobedifficult, probably themost chal-
lengingseason.It isallmentalnow.”

PratyushRaj

RanjiTrophy, startingafterayear’sbreak,giveschanceto theyoungandold.The IndianExpressprovidesasnapshotof a fewwhocan’twait for it to resume

(clockwisefromtop)EdhenAppleTom,MandeepSingh,NishantSindhu,SaurabhKumarandPrashantSolanki.

A teen pacer, an u-19 champ, and domestic performers

THE2021-22RanjiTrophyseason
beginsonThursday,withthe
leaguephasegoingontillMarch15
andtheknockoutphase
conductedafter the Indian
PremierLeague(May30-June26).

NINEGROUPS– eight Elite and
onePlate - havebeen formed in
the leaguephase to reduce travel
andminimise thepossibility of
Covid transmission. Itwill consist
of 57 gameswhichwill be played
in a cluster format across nine
venues.

EACHELITEgroupwillhavefour
teamswhile thePlategroupwill
havesix teams.TheElite teamswill
playall theother teamsintheir
group,whilePlategroupteams
will face threeother teamsintheir
pool.

THEWINNERof thePlategroup
willplay-off against the lowest-
rankedqualifier fromtheElite
section.Thewinnerwill jointhe
winnerof theothersevengroups
inthequarterfinals.

RANJI IN TWOPHASES

CROSSWORD4666

ACROSS
1 Gothroughthecasesbut
don’tacceptany
(7)

4 You’ll like it if you like fruit tart
(5)

7 It flowsoutof line (4)
8 Blamedanumberbefore
havingmadecertain
(8)

10 Alternativechoiceof size
expressed inroundnumbers
(4,2,4)

12 Twobirds,not the tern,make
atastymorsel (6)

13 Edibleseed forvegetableand
fruit (6)

15 Against rigidpricecontrol for
wintermotoring
(10)

18 Howonefeelswhenthesiege
isbroken?(8)

19 Agoodmanrises tokingand
emperor (4)

20 Winsagamewithassociates
(5)

21 Howpeoplewhosnoresleep?
(7)

DOWN
1 Dugupsomefabric
(5)

2 Rapiditywithwhich famous
person losesheart
(8)

3 SmoothlygetsEvelynrestyled
(6)

4 Becomesdiscouragedwhen
short lease isarranged
(5,5)

5 Observe thetarget
(4)

6 Certainlyboundtochange
(2,5)

9 Stillwaiting fora formal
proposal?
(10)

11 Notskilledandprosaic
presumably (8)

12 Abad-temperedpet
(7)

14 Severalwhohavetakenthe
plunge(6)

16 Likeanoblemanbeforehis
time?(5)

17 Groundplan
(4)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
Yourplanets are
onyour side,
although it
constantly seemsas

if theopposite is true.
Although the criticalmoment
hasnowpassed, Iwould say
that youare still not out of the
woods. Peoplewhoare
determinedly irrational and ill-
tempered, are still capableof
causingdisruption.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
Bynature, youare
conservative and
unwilling to change.
This iswhatmakes

it difficult for you todecide
betweendifferent options,
eachofwhich could lead to a
massive improvement in your
prosperity.Give it about
another eightweeks andyou'll
knowtheoutcome.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Although
everythingnow
indicates that you
are in aposition to

resolve anumberof options
andeven tomakeadecisive
move, otherpeople still seem
tobeeitherunreliable or
unprepared to co-operate.
But, then, that's a stateof
affairs you're rapidly getting
used to.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
Yourworld is oneof
frustrationand
discordon theone
hand, deep

satisfactionand fulfilmenton
theother. People inyour circle
fall into twocamps; thosewho
are inspiringyou tonew
heights and thosewhoare
responsible forholdingyou
back.Makeyour choicesnow.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
VivaciousVenus, in
a sensitive regionof
your chart, endows
youwitha tendency

tomanipulatepeoplewhoare
outsideyournormal fieldof
control.However, by the
weekendyouwill come into
theopen, demanding that
partners acknowledgeyour
authority.Whether theywill or
not is anothermatter.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
Stick to concise and
businesslike
communications
andyou'll be in the

clear. If you stray fromthe
straight andnarrow,whatever
you saywill bemisunderstood
andmisconstrued. You're
beginning to take certain
obstacles for granted, but they
won't last long.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
Onefalsemoveand
evenminor
differencesof
opinioncouldwell

becomeconflicts.Probablythe
best thingis tokeepyour
principlesandideals toyourself
andavoid imposingarbitrary
standardsonotherpeople.After
all, if youdon'texplainyourself,
youcan'texpectpartnersto
knowwhatyouwant.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov22)
GentleVenus
should enable you
tokeepyour
emotionsunder

control, yetMars' imminent
movement into anewregionof
your chart is storingup trouble
betweencolleagues. Therefore,
I think that you shouldnowbe
awareof theneed tomaintain
equilibriumatwork.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec22)
Amongthepotential
havoc that is a
featureof current
planetaryaspects,

standsapositive relationship
betweenVenusandPluto,
whichmeans thatyoucouldbe
the recipientof anenormous
amountof generosity. Just a
reminderaboutwork:youhave
another coupleofweeks to tie
up looseends.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Mostof you should
nowbe freed from
thepressures and
demands that other

peoplehavebeen rather
unfairly placingonyour time.
Itwill be apleasure to find that
partners arenow increasingly
willing to take life as it comes.
It is so good toknowthat
they'll behasslingyou less,
supportingyoumore.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
There is nowone
compelling reason
whyyoumust take
very careful noteof

whatotherpeople are saying
anddoing, and it is because
within a fewdaysyouwill be
confrontedandchallenged to
playyour full part. But that's
when theproblemsbegin.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
Amajor romantic
upheaval of some
kindappears tobe
unavoidable, but the

consequencesmaybemuch to
your liking. Youcrave intensity
of emotionbut all toooften
have tomakedowithpartners'
blandposturing. Yet, there is
onepersonwhocanbreak
throughand showyou the
truth.
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Logicalconsequencesarethe____offoolsandthebeaconsofwisemen.
-ThomasHenryHuxley(10)

SOLUTION:PAPER,FROST,CURSOR,CREWEL
Answer:Logicalconsequencesarethescarecrowsoffoolsandthebeaconsofwisemen.
-ThomasHenryHuxley

PPAER ORRUCS

FORTS EELRCW

SolutionsCrossword4665:Across: 1Money’s-worth,9Openair,10Alibi,11Neat,
12Opposing,14Dotted,16Gillie,18Sterling,19Send,22Uncle,23Terrier,24Fell
through.Down: 2Opera,3Edam,4Scrape,5Oratorio,6Trivial,7Joinedissue,8
Ringleaders,13Wellwell,15Treacle,17Snatch,20Eying,21Brior.

JUMBLEDWORDS

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

New Delhi
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NEWDELHI,FEBRUARY16

RUSSIAN TEENAGE figure skater Kamila
ValievatooktheBeijingGamesbystorm,be-
coming the first woman ever to land a
quadruplejumpattheOlympicslastMonday.
AfterleadingtheRussianOlympicCommittee
togold,reportsemergedthatthe15-year-old
hadfailedatest forperformance-enhancing
drugs.Duringawhirlwindweek,Valievawas
provisionally suspended, then cleared to
competeandisnowexpectedtotakesingles
goldat the freeskateeventonThursday.

Kamila Valieva, the phenom
Nicknamed ‘Miss Perfect’, Valieva came

into the Beijing Olympicswith lofty billing
andhype.The15-year-oldphenomendedthe
Russian Figure Skating Championships in
Decemberwith a final score of 283.48, 35
pointsaheadofsecondplace.TheninJanuary,
shewas far and away the best performer at
theEuropeanFigureSkatingChampionships,
securing90.45 in theshortprogramme(the
highest score ever recorded) and 168.61 in
thefreeskateevent.
Afterdominatingthenationalandconti-

nentalcompetition,Valievaliveduptoexpec-
tations on the international stage too. On
February 6, she competed in thewomen’s
single skating short programme. In her first
appearanceattheBeijingGames,shebecame
oneof only fourwomen to landa triple axel
attheOlympics,scoring90.18(second-placed
Japanese skaterWakabaHiguchi got 74.73),
justshyofherownworldrecord.
The day after, Valieva helped the ROC

(Russian Olympic Committee) win the
teameventgold.Sheposteda178.92 infree
skate, twice landingaquadruple jump, the
hardestmove in the sport. Duringher run,
she became the first woman to land a
quadruple salchow and a quadruple toe
loop at theOlympics.

The timeline of trouble
On February 8, themedal ceremony for

the team eventwas postponed. TheWorld
Anti-DopingAgency(WADA)-accreditedlab-
oratory in Stockholm then reported that a
sample from Valieva — collected by the
RussianAnti-DopingAgency(RUSADA)dur-
ingthenationalchampionshipinDecember
—hadreturnedpositive for trimetazidine.
Valievawashandedaprovisionalsuspen-

sion by RUSADA,whichwas liftedwithin a

dayafteranappealfromtheskater,allowing
her to compete at theWinterGames.While
reportsofthepositivetestemergedinRussian

outlets,itwasn’tmadepublictillFebruary11,
whentheInternationalTestingAgency(ITA)
issued a statement detailing the timeline of
test collection, notification of
the banned substance in the
test, suspension and suspen-
sionreversal.
The International Olympic

Committee (IOC),WADA and
theInternationalSkatingUnion
(ISU)saidtheywouldchallenge
the decision to overturn
Valieva’ssuspension.

‘Exceptional circumstances’
Afteranearlysix-hour-longvideoconfer-

ence,athree-personpanel fromtheCourtof
ArbitrationforSport (CAS)ruledonMonday
toallowValievatocompeteat theOlympics.
CASemphasisedthat“therewereserious

issuesof untimelynotification"of the result
ofthetestandthe“...latenotificationwasnot
herfault,inthemiddleoftheOlympicWinter
Games”.Valieva’sage(15)andthecorrespon-
dingstatusasa“protectedperson”wasakey
factor in the ruling. “When aminor is in-
volved, there is a requirement in theWorld
Anti-Doping Code to investigate the en-
tourage,” thepanelsaid inastatement.

MatthieuReeb,CASdirector-general,said:
“The panel considered that preventing the
athlete to compete in the Olympic Games

wouldcauseherirreparableharm
inthesecircumstances.”
Earlier, Valieva’s positive test

and the timeline was also not
madepublicforthreedaysbefore
ITAdivulged thedetails, claiming
that itwould not normally name
aminorbutdidsodueto“thene-
cessityforofficialinformationdue

toheightenedpublic interest.”

Back in action
After being cleared to compete, Valieva

topped the short programme on Tuesday
withascoreof82.16,aheadofRussianteam-
mateAnnaShcherbakova,bynearly2points.
Japan’sKaoriSakamotowasthirdat79.84.
Valieva’s competes on Thursday in the

free skate programme. But IOC has an-
nounced that there will be no flower and
medalceremoniesshouldshefinishamong
the top threeskaters.

Drugs in question
The New York Times reported that

Valieva’s sample included three substances

thataresometimesusedtohelptheheart,ac-
cording to a document filed in her hearing.
ChiefamongthemistrimetazidineorTMZ—
ametabolic drug used to treat angina and
chest pain caused by lack of blood and oxy-
gensupplytotheheart.Thedrugcanalsobe
usedtoreducesymptomsofvertigo,tinnitus
andblurredvision.
TrimetazidinewasaddedtoWADA’slistof

prohibitedsubstancesin2014asa“hormone
andmetabolicmodulator.”
AccordingtotheNYT, thetwoothersub-

stances listedbyValievaonadopingcontrol
formareHypoxenandL-carnitine,alsoused
totreat theheartbutnotonthebannedlist.
IOCmemberDenisOswaldtoldreporters

thatthepresenceoftrimetazidinewas“con-
taminationwhichhappenedwithaproduct
her grandfather was taking”. According to
RussiannewspaperPravda,Valieva’s lawyer
AnnaKozmenkomadeasimilarargument.
“Therecanbecompletelydifferentways

how it got into her body,” Kozmenko is re-
portedtohavesaid. “Forexample,grandfa-
ther drank something from a glass, saliva
got in, this glass was somehow later used
byanathlete.Orthedruglaydownonsome
surface, tracesremained,whichtheathlete
thendrank.”

How Valieva was first banned & then reinstated despite doping charges
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SAIAPPOINTS398COACHES
The Sports Authority of India (SAI) on Wednesday announced it has ap-
pointed 398 coaches at various levels across 21 disciplines to prepare for im-
portant tournaments including the Paris and Los Angeles Olympics. The
new batch of coaches and assistant coaches has a host of eminent names, in-
cluding Asian Games gold medallist rower Bajrang Lal Thakar. PTI

WIfail toprovidemuchcompetition,asBishnoi impresseson internationaldebut in India’s6-wicketwin

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY16

MORE THAN thisWest Indies team, India
wouldbeconcernedaboutDeepakChahar’s
injury, as the swing bowler looked to be in
serious pain, after trying to stop a ferocious
KieronPollardpulloffBhuvneshwarKumar’s
bowling. Chahar left the field immediately.
The injurydidn’t lookgood.
As for theWest Indies’ resistance, itwas

basicallydowntoNicholasPooran’shalf-cen-
turythatgavetheir totala fighting feel.Ona
verygoodEdenGardenspitch,avictorytar-
get of 158wasn’t going to bother the hosts
much.RohitSharmamadeacrunchingstart,
which offset IshanKishan’s struggles at the
otherend.
Thanks to the skipper, India raced to 58

for no loss at the end of the Powerplay and
after that itwas about carrying onwith the
momentum. The hosts duly sealed a six-
wicketvictory in thepenultimatevictory.
At his happy hunting ground, Rohitwas

bossing the Caribbean bowling. A couple of
fours and asmany sixes in anOdean Smith
overoozed languidelegance.Butafterscor-
ing 40 off 19 balls when he became Roston
Chase’smaidenT20Ivictim,India’sprogress
becamealittlelaboured.ViratKohliwasser-
enadedby ‘Kohli, Kohli’ chantsbyahandful
of fans, ashewalkedout tobat.
He responded to itbydancingdownthe

trackandplayingagorgeous lofteddriveoff
Akeal Hosein. Another attempt to clear the
long-offboundaryoffFabienAllen,however,
wasn’t fruitful and once again the former
captaingotoutcheaplyaftermakingaprom-
isingstart.
HisdepartureonthebackofKishan’sdis-

missal brought the tourists back into the
game a bit. Rishabh Pant, too, got out soon
andat114/4inthe15thover, thehostshada
bit of concern. From theWest Indies’ per-
spective,SuryakumarYadav’swicketbecame
important at that stage. But the latter was
waltzing through his knock, offering an as-

sortmentofconventionalshotsandinnova-
tions.His34notoutoff18ballsslammedthe
door shut on the visitors. Venkatesh Iyer at
No.6gavehimgoodcompany,scoring24not
out off 13 balls. An unbroken 48-run fifth-
wicket partnership took India homewith
sevenballs to spare.

Bishnoi’s bright night
Onmatcheve,RaviBishnoiwasbowling

toKohliatthenets.Hewasinfinefettle,teas-
ing the former captainwith flight, skidders
and change of pace. Kohli used his feet to
countertherookieleg-spinner.Themajority
of theWest Indies batsmen are too strong-
armed to counter-punch against spin. They
aren’tknownfor theirnimble footwork.
Bishnoi’sinternationaldebutcameonthe

heelsofhisgoodperformanceintraining.He
was expectedly a bit nervous to start with,
losinghis line.
But the youngster settled downquickly,

using the googly as his stock ball. He also
showedhiscricketingintelligencebystarting
to bowl faster. It helped the ball skid off the
dew-soaked surface. TheWest Indies bats-
men played into his hands by getting stuck
at thecrease.

Take the case of Chase, an experienced
player.Hepickedthegooglybutdidn’tcover
theturn.Theballspunpasttheinsideedgeto
striketheknee-roll.Chaseoptedforareview,
a bad choice, for he was caught plumb in
front. Bishnoi had his first international
wicket and it gave him the confidence to
teaseRovmanPowellwith flight.
Powell, a Rs 2.8-crore buy for Delhi

Capitals in the IPLmega auction,went for a
slog-sweepandunerringlypickedVenkatesh
at long-on. Therewas a big gap tomanoeu-
vreontheleftof thefielder,butPowell’sshot
lookedpremeditated.
ThemediocrityoftheWestIndiesbatting

in noway takes credit away fromBishnoi’s
bowling. It was his first international game
atthestoriedEdenGardensandthepresence
ofaround2,000spectatorsintheClubHouse
upper tier created some atmosphere. The
noisefelt likemusictotheearsatthetimeof
Covid-forcedghostgames.Andnotonlydid
the 21-year-old bag twowickets, he con-
cededjust17runsinhisfourovers.Sixwides
attested early nerves, while the comeback
confirmed steel, when Bishnoi could have
beeneasilyoverwhelmedbytheoccasion.
His story offers a similarity to Nathan

Lyon.TheAustralianoffiehadstartedoffasa
curatoratCanberra’sManukaOval.Bishnoi’s
journeywastougherat Jodhpur,workingas
a groundsman tomakea field cricket-fit for
training. A RajasthanU-19 reject, his career
started to take shape at PunjabKings in the
Indian Premier League, under the guidance
of Anil Kumble. And suchwas his improve-
ment that when he left his old franchise,
LucknowSuperGiants, anewentrant in the
league, ropedhimin forRs4crore.

Eye to the future
An India call-upwas a result of his rapid

improvement and Bishnoi hasmade a fine
start. With slots up for grabs for the T20
World Cup in Australia later this year, he is
certainly an option if he can build on
Wednesday’sperformance.ThebiggerEden
Gardensplayingarea-theropewaspushed
back at least five yards for the opening T20I
- served himwell, as also the bounce in the
pitch.Stillveryearlydays,butsimilarcondi-
tions at the venues inAustraliawork to any
leg-spinner’s advantage.
“Iwasabitnervous. Iwaslookingtokeep

itstump-to-stumpbecausetheyhavepower
and if they can free their arms they can hit
the ball well,” Bishnoi told the host broad-
casterduring the inningsbreak.
The game didn’t beginwell for him. He

took Pooran’s catch but trampled on the
boundaryrope.Thingschangedhearteningly
forhim,ashereturnedwiththeMan-of-the-
Matchaward.
Earlier, India’s decision to play six

bowlers, an all-rounder inVenkatesh at the
expense of Shreyas Iyer, paid off. Save
Pooran’s43-ball61, theWest Indies’batting
didn’t gel. Some death-overs hitting took
themto157/7, still about15runsbelowpar.
The Caribbeans alsomissed the indisposed
JasonHolder.

Briefscores:WestIndies157for7(Pooran
61,Bishnoi2-17,Harshal2-37) losttoIndia
162for4(Rohit40,Suryakumar34*,Chase
2-14)bysixwickets

Another easy outing

SpinnerRaviBishnoi finishedwithfiguresof2for17.RohitSharma(40off19)andIshanKishansetthetonefortherunchasewitha64-runopeningstand. PTI

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
PARIS, FEBRUARY16

AFTER TEAMMATE LionelMessimissed a
penalty,KylianMbappesavedhis teamagain
byscoringabrilliantsologoaldeepintostop-
page time as Paris Saint-Germain beat Real
Madrid1-0intheirChampionsLeaguelast-16
matchonTuesday.
MbappehasrescuedPSGmanytimeswith

lategoalsintheFrenchleaguethisseason—as
recentlyaslastFriday—andhedidsoagainon
thebiggeststage.
After takingaback-heeledpass fromsub-

stituteNeymarinthefourthandfinalminute
of stoppage timeof the first leg,Mbappe cut
insidetwoplayersdowntheleftandshotthe
ball between the legs of goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois. “Igotfreeandthenit’saoneonone.
Theforwardisalwaysthemasterofthepenalty
areawhen the defenders start backing off,”
Mbappesaid.“IdecidedwhereIwantedtogo.”
Mbappedoesnot expect his teamto sit back
anddefendinthereturnleg,asMadridmostly
didinParisandgotpunished.
“Youhavetokeepplaying,”hesaid.“We’ll

havetodothesameinthereturnleg.We’llgo
there towin.” Although itwas a great finish,
thesuddenattackhappenedbecauseMadrid
somehowgave theball awayundernopres-
sure inmidfield instead of clearing it easily
wideor long. “We lost a stupidball,Mbappe
skipsbytwoandmanagestogettheballunder
me,” Courtois said. “It’s tough to takebutwe
didn’tplaywell.”
He certainly did, however. Courtois had

playedthestarringrole,denyingMbappeearly
in eachhalf and then stopping record seven-
timeGoldenBallwinnerMessi’spenaltyinthe
61stminute.ItwasawardedafterMbappewas
fouled by right backDani Carvajal.Courtois
guessedcorrectlyanddivedtohisleftforafine
stop. “I’d studiedMessi’s penalties a lot and I
triedtoplaywithhimwhenIwasontheline,”
Courtoissaid.“You’vealsogottohavethat lit-
tlebitofluck.”Messiscored26goalsanddeliv-
ered14assistsin45gamesagainstMadriddur-
inghis glory erawithBarcelona, but did not
findthenetinseveralgamesbeforejoiningPSG
lastsummer.

Mbappe comes to
the rescue after
Messi fails to
convert penalty

Ariffailstofinish
men’sslalomevent

Beijing: India's
campaign at
the Winter
Olympicscame
to disappoint-
ing end on
Wednesdayaf-
ter the coun-

try'sloneparticipant,alpineskierArif
Khan, logged a 'DidNot Finish' in the
men'sslalomeventhere. The31-year-
oldfromBaramulladistrict in Jammu
andKashmir,who had finished 45th
in the giant slalom event on Sunday,
was unable to complete Run 1 at the
YanqingNationalAlpineSkiingCentre.
Since Khan, who was making his
Winter Olympics debut, was unable
tofinishRun1,hewon'tbecompeting
in the second run of men's slalom
event. Only 52 of the 88 starters fin-
ished the first run andwill compete
again in Run 2.Wearing bib no 79,
Khanmade a decent start, finishing
thefirstintermediatein14.40sandthe
second in 34.24s. However, he failed
tocompletethefinalsection.Austria's
Johannes Strolzwas the fastest skier
in Run 1with a time of 53.92s. The
Norwegian duo of Henrik
Kristoffersen (53.94s) and Sebastian
Foss-Silevaag (53.98s) were second
andthirdrespectively.

KKRappointIyer
asnewcaptain
Kolkata: Kolkata Knight Riders on
Wednesday appointed India batter
Shreyas Iyer as their new captain for
theupcomingIndianPremierLeague
after having bought him for awhop-
ping Rs 12.25 crore at the recently-
concludedmega auction. Iyer, who
had captainedDelhi Capitals to their
only IPL final back in 2020, was re-
leasedafterthe2021seasonanditwas
an open secret that KKR, whowere
supposed to replace Eoin Morgan,
were in need of a new captain. "He
(Iyer) has impressed one & all as a
qualitybatsmanatthehighestlevel&
weare confident that hewill excel as
aleaderofTeamKKR,"KKRCEOVenky
Mysoresaid inastatement.

Saketh-Ramkumar
inBangalore last8
Bengaluru: The Indian pair of Saketh
Myneni andRamkumarRamanathan
beat compatriots Yuki Bhambri and
DivijSharaninstraightsetstoadvance
to the quarterfinals of the Bengaluru
Open 2 ATP Challenger here on
Wednesday. Saketh andRamkumar,
whohadwon thedoubles title at the
BengaluruOpen 1 lastweek, sawoff
Yuki andDivij 6-1 7-5 in the roundof
16at theKSLTACourts. Wild carden-
trants SD Prajwal Dev and Niki
Kaliyanda Poonacha also brought
cheers to the Indian campwhen they
overcamethebetter-rankedCanadian-
Japanese combinationof StevenDiez
andRioNoguchi6-26-4enroutetothe
quarterfinals. ArjunKhade,whowill
take on third seed Frenchman Enzo
Couacaudinthesinglespre-quarterfi-
nalmatchonThursday,combinedwith
AustrianAlexanderErlertobreezepast
theduoofBogdanBobrovofRussiaand
DominikPalanofCzechRepublicwith
a6-06-3victory.
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WINTER GAMES

BCCI ALLOWSBIGGERCROWDSAT EDEN FOR FINAL T20I
ThethirdT20IbetweenIndiaand
West IndiesonSundaywillhavea
biggercrowdattendenceafter the
BCCI'spermissiontotheCricket
AssociationofBengal (CAB).TheCAB
hadrequestedtotheBCCI toallow
spectators intheupperblocksof all
thestandsatEden.However, the
cricketboardhasgrantedpermission
for thethirdandfinalgameof the
series. "AsdiscussedwithotherOB,as
peryourrequest, youcanopenupfor
the lastT20matchagainstWest Indies
atEden,"BCCIpresidentSourav

GangulyhasemailedtoCABchief
AvishekDalmiya.For thefirst two
T20IsonWednesdayandFriday, some
crowdhasbeenallowedinthe
hospitalityareaandtheClubHouse
uppertier.Thethree-matchODIseries
inAhmedabadthatprecededthe
T20Is,wasplayedbehindcloseddoors.
Bengal,however,hasbeenwitnessing
asteadydip inthenumberofCovid
cases.Asper theWestBengal
governmentdata, just133newCovid
casesweredetected inthestateon
February15.

Nicknamed ‘MissPerfect’,Kamila
ValievacametoBeijingwith lofty
billingandhype. Reuters

E●EX
PL
AI
NE
D

RESULTS
PSG 1-0 RealMadrid
(Mbappe90’+4)

Sporting 0-5 ManCity
(RiyadMahrez7’,

BernardoSilva17’and44’
PhilPhoden32’

RaheemSterling58’)

KylianMbappescoredthewinner inthe
94thminuteagainstMadrid. Reuters
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